
Lacos, 20 APRIL 1980, 

Mr Chairmaen, & 

Honourable Ieads of State and Government, 

Distinguished Leaders of Delegationg, 

Bxcellencies, 

% is a matier of great honour o the people of SO}:‘L’kh Africa 

that the African National ‘Congress is pmioipétifig in the 

First OAU Economic Swmmit Conference of African lleads of 

State and Government whioch takes place at the turn of the 

decade of the 80's, and is hosted, significantly, by Nigeria, 

herself a rapidly growing eoonomic power in Africa. 

.1 
We would accordingly like to thank the President of ‘the 

Federal Hepublic of Nigeria, Ilis Ixoellency, Alhaji Sheim 

Shagari, and his Government £Lor inviting the = ANC to this 

Summit, and ¥he OAU Liberation Committee for making it 

possible for our delezation to atitend. 

The countries of Africa whose Leaders are gatiered here 

today have spent the past eiht decades of this century in 

bitter stru;sles to free themselves individually and 

collectively from \';he_ yoke of oolonial domination whioh 

turned our people into voiceless chattels of Europecan 

metropolitan powers. 

Ten days ago, fiea.ds of State and Government, a.nd representatives 

of many countries and orsenizations from various parts of the 

zlobe were in Zimbabwe, very close Go the southernmost tip of 

our continent; to celebrate tozether with the leaders and the 

heroio people of that country their accession %o i_ndependenoe, 

after a long and gxfi:.élling liberation war. The Leaders of 

independent Ziffibabwe are at this Lagos Summit toc\ia.y %0 pool 

ideas with the rest of independent Africa on the course of 

action the people of Afi:ica. shofild take o md themselves of 

that twin evil of colonial danin_a;bion, namely, economic 

deprivation and poverty.  
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fhe participation of Zimbabwe ayv this Hoonomic Summit is a 

sharp reminder and a fitting affirmation that ihe strus; le 

for the compleie independence of Africa has yet to be won, 

couatry by country, rezion by re ion and on the continental 

front. It wnderlines thefact that the struggle for economic 

power on the continent must be predica’ted on the * victory of. 

the national liberation struj;le everywhere on the continent, 

In this comnection, we-aré certain that, as the Leaders of 

the people of Africa address themselves to Glie economic 

problems and the economiec future of this continent, the 

stark faot will not be lost to them that to the immediate 

gsouth of independent Zimbabwe some 24 million pedéple of 

Africa are strugzling to break out of a colonial status 

and win liberation from a racist minority regime whioh, 

by a violent and vicious system of oppression and exploitation, - 

has not only become e threat to the peace and security of 

Africa, and the independence and sovereismty of African 

States, but has also acquired the capacity to subjed'b 

Southern Africa to economic domination no less brutal than 

that suffered by the oppressed within South Africa and 

Namibia. Hot before this bigmest and bitterest enemy of 

Africa has been cefeaied and power transferred to 

of the people of South Africa: and Hamibia will Africa freely 

harness its rich human and material resources to the service 

of the people of Africa and the rest of v"che‘:._ developing wérld. 

His Excelloncy, President Kemneth Kaunda of Zambia, has 

expressed this truth in sraphic language. Addressing %he Ecohomic 

Sumnit of the African independent States of Southern Africa in 

Lusaka on April 1st, this year, he stated:— 

“’l‘-l;a bi'b‘i:er liberation strugzles of 

Mozambique, Angola and Zimbabwe were 

part of the road we have had to 

.'I;rave;l. to zet to Lusaka today. 

eessss These viciories (of the 

peoples of lMozambique, Angola and 

Zimbabwe) are important milestones 

on the road to the economic reconstruction  
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of the region,” 

We make bold to add that the bitter strugzles ourrently 

ranging in Namibia and South Africa are part of the road 

that Africa still ha.s %o travel, and that the people's 

victories in these cou.ntrles will be further milesiones 

on the road to.the economioc reconstruction of our 

continent. 

It is a fundamental tenet in the principles of the OAU 

that Africa cannot be truly liberated until all ocountries 

on our continent are freed from. the yoke of colonial, white 

minority nle.‘ ‘o usa one of President I\Ijerere's familiar 

formulations: Either Africa is liberated everywhere or sae 

is liberated nowhere. 

It would ‘K;hefefére be unnatural if this historio Sur.mit; the 

first of its kind in the history of the OAU, were fo omit to 

affirm the continuation of the sirusgle for the total 

liveration of Africa; if it were to endorse the imperialist 

propaganda that Africats pmooc;uupation with the liberation 

strugsle is the cause-of her eoonomio ills; and if, therefore, 

the Summit were to refrain from pledging that the peonle of 

Africa will not rest until Namibia and South Africa have been 

liberated, ‘ 

a ; 
Such pledge, however, should not be understood to mean that 

Africa will continue, as in the »ast, %o leave it to Angola, 

Zambia, Hozambicue, Jobowana, Swaziland and Lesotho, and now 
Zimbabwe and even Madagasocar, to bear the brunt of the liberation 

strusgle in Southern Africa. Some of {these countries virtually 

stood alone as they resolutely save support to the liberation war 

in Zimbabwe and Namibia. 

Thanks to the glorious 'Viotory of the people of Zimbabwe, the 

African independent 8tates bordering on South Africa now stand 

face to face with a regime that is now fighting with its back to the 

walle It feels more threatened than at any time in its brutal and
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bloody hlstory. It can read the ominous writing.on the walls For, 

after fascist Portugzal and racist Rhogesw,, dt-now stands a.lone, 

su.r:tz'orumd.s&a enclrcled‘ 
R ; 

Notoriously agsressive and umurderous, it - is now desperate 

and dang Gerous. The 1e.1‘ber cmmtmes of the OAU which form 

the geo—political froatllne with this fascist and tyrannical 

regime must not be expected to do less than recognise this 

reallty in the way they relate to the liberation forces en«afl'ed 

in the struzgle. . 

This situation calls for, on the one hand, a ‘;Teate;- meagure of, 

self-reliance on the"part of the liberation foroes, and on the 

other 11a.nd', a much greater dezrce of active participation by the 

rest of Africa. ' 

It should,, for example, be the OAU rather than' gambig or 

Angola, which takes up with the UN Security Council the 

question of the armed aggression by the South Afmcan racist 

forces against the Republic of Zam‘pia, and the People's 

Republic of Angolas 

We have no doubt whatever that Africa stands ready, as cver, 

to take up the challenge of ridding this continent of the last 

vestige of colonial domination. His Excellency, Alhaji Shehu , 

Shagari spoke for all Afrlca, for the progressive world,” a.nd 

directly into the racist ears of the South A.’L‘r:.ca.n fascusts, 

when, on the oceasion of t‘le Zimbabwe 1ndependeqce celebrations” 

in Sa.llsbu.ry on Aprll 19, he declared: 

"As far as we in Nigeria are concerned,  we 

will continue ‘cg give our total support o 

"bhe uncompleted strusgle for the total 

liberation of the continent from the 

olutches of minority regifes and all the : 

vestiges of colonialism.' 

It is a measure of the tremendous impact of that declaration 
% 

upon the entire people of Southern Africa and the racisis 

themselves that the Botha regzime screamed back at President 

Shehu Shagari, describing him as a war-monger, even as their  
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troops were ocoupying Zambian territory, launching air and -° 

ground atiacks agaiust Angola, terrorising the Namibian 

people, siepping up violent repression in South Afrioca and 

raising their military budget to unprecedented levels, And 

yet President Shehu Shagari was indicating no intention %o 

send ligerian troops across the Limpopo. The people of South 

Africa are taking on the fascists. But in its conduct of the 

strugzle — a fact that is perhaps little known — the ANC has 

consistently talken, and will continue, to the best of its 

ability, to take into careful calculation the requirements 

of security for the neighbouring countries. We have asked 

of our brothers for barely more than a recoznition that we 

are the victims of a brutal form of colonialism, the objects 

of an intolerable insult to Africa and a crime against humanity; 

victims of vicious . oppressiozi and ferocious exploitation, and 

that we owe it to ourselves, to Africa, to mankind and to 

history to fight for our liberation from Hids internationally 

notorious system. 

We shall make the sacrifice$our situation demands of us, The 

rest of Africa, the rest of mankind will support us because our 

cause is their cause, our viciory is their victory and because 

peace is indivisible, 

In addition to the question of commnitment to the total 

liberation of Africa, we believe, Mr Chairman, that this 

Summit will also raise to a new level of prominence another 

basic tenet in the principles of the OAU, namely, that Africa 

cannot be truly liberated until the national and international 

economic relations which are the product and a lezacy of oolonial 

domination have been fundamentally altered and abolished. 

These economic relations constitute the basis for the economic 

ills that confront our peoples. And here, Mr Chairman, I am 

speaking from the va.nta,w;é point of a South African who has lived 

under a system of colonial, political domination and the corresponding 

economic subjugation and exploitation of the black colonised people 

of our country that is as naked and brutal as any that we have 

experienced in Africa, and anywhere else for that maticr,
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From the economic point of viewy it is a system which aims at 

the concentration of wealth in the hands of the white colonial 

_minority. It is a system therefore which treats the black 

'm'a.jority as objects for the expansion of that wealth — a vast 

labour reservoir to ‘be exploited for the benefit and enrichment 

of the white mine-owners, industrialists, bankers and 

landownerss 

At their recent Summit, the Heads of State and Govermment of 

Southern Africa pointed out, in our view oorrectly, that: 

"The development of national economies as balanced units; let 

alone the welfare of the people of Southern Africa, played 

no part sesee" in the strategy of incorporating - the countries 

of Southern Africa in the economy of racist South Africa. This 

assessment applies as much to the eqonomic relations between 

South Africa and the rest of Southern Africa as it does to the 

economic relations between the white minority and the black 

majority within South Africa itself, The welfare of one part 

is predicted on the impoverishment of the“other. Such is the 

basic characteristic of a colonial systém of ‘economic relations. 

Of course no people can accept such a situation of cnslavementis 

Sooner or later they will rise against it and establish an 

economic system which does aim at advancing their welfare. In 

our country it is in part for this ‘reason that the racist 

minority ruling group: holds our people in subjection by means 

of armed - terror and fascist tyranny — to stop us rising up to 

establish an economic system which aims at advancing the 

welfare of the people of our country as a whole., The political 

victory of the people of South Africa in our stru;gle’ against 

white minority domination is therefore a prerequisite for ‘FThe 

economic rcconstruction of our own country. 

Part of the stock—in-trade of the ideology of the South African 

racists is that the black people of our country are economically 

backward because they are incapable’of uplifting themselves. The 

insulting allegation is made that our cultural traditions serve 

as an obstacle to our ability to comprehend modern scicence and 

technology-and t0 our capacity 40 run and manage a modern industrial 

societys The conclusion of course is that we shall for some
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centuries yet necd white tutelage in order to be able to 

survive at all, 

We believe, Mr Chairman, that the.situation we have desoribed, 

indicating the nature of the-cconomic relations betwcen black 

and white inside apartheid South Africa, has its parallels in 

terms of the relations between ihe peoples of Africa as a whole 

and the industrialised countries of the West, the former 

colonial masters who had imposed themselves on our 3 peoples. 

The  proverty of our peopleg is still ascribed in certain 

circleé in the West to our supposed laziness, the absence of a 

spirit of enterprise and our alleged inability to manage our 

affairse All this is used to camouflage the truec causcs of 

the impoverishment of our peoples. 

In all spheres of economic activity, the relations between 

ourselves and fhe developed countries of the West remain unequals 

They are relations which, oncec more, arc predicated on the 

enrichment of the West at the expense of the peoples of Africas 

At the base of these relations are the fundamental features that 

the West constitutes the market for our raw materials and the 

source of our imports of both producer and consumer goodse 

It is this objective reality whioch makes impossible the 

discussion of the material o.nditions of life of  jour peoples 

without addressing ourselves to our relations with the Western 

world, It is also this objective reality which has compelled 

the OAU continuously to-address itsclf to the question uf the 

defence  of the independence of the free states of Africa, because 

in their striving to maintain the unequal economic relations of 

domination and expleitation that we have referred to, the Western 

powers are prepared to, and actually, cmploy all means and 

methods to ensure that we do not use our political indopendence 

to bring about a new. international economic order, characterised 

by equal relations between ourselves and the West and ensuring 

the advancement of the welfare of our peoplese
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The situation we are confronted with is that the absolute 

volume of the raw materials we sell to the West and the 

prices of such raw materials are determined exclusively by 

the buyers, guided by their own self-interest. Equally, the 

price we have to pay for the producer and consumer joods we 

import from the Jest are . depided exclusively by <he sellers, 

once again guided by their own self-—interest. The end result 

is that we sell our own produce cheap and buy the output 

of the West dearly. 

Since the end of the Second World War we have seen the terms 

of trade moving continuously in favour of the West and against - 

the poor countries, including Africa. One result  of this procecs 

has been a continuously worsening balance of payments situation 

and the wiping out of surpluses which could have been used as 

investible funds, giving the possibility to diversify and develop 

our production -activities. All this takes place side by side with- 

a rising population jand the consequent need for more jobs, food, 

health and educational services, housing and the other amenities 

of ordinary livings 

These factors, of course force us to go back to. the Western 

governments and the Western national and international financial . 

institutions to hegotiate for aid in the form of loans and 

grants. Such is the peculiar nature of this aid that the 

developing countries in general are now confronted with the 

situation 'a_hat it ,is they who are aiding the developed West 

rather than the other way round. The debt servicing charges 

that we have to meet in the form of interest payments -and . 

amortisation transfers to the Western couniries are at least 

double what we receive as so—called aid from these countries, 

. 

The result is that we are compelled to produce more in order to 

buy the same quantity -of impoz;'ts. To make up the shortfalls .we 

have to borrow from the same people who are buying our products 

cheap. This necessitates our having to produce even more 10 pay 

back our debis. Given the low prices for these products, we are . .. 

unable to meet our debits and have to return to our creditors 

$0 make more loans, We consequently live under a mounting pile of 

debtse  



The situation we have descrlbed, Hr Chaimman, is of course 

one of the reasons for the holdiny of this Suwwmit. As a people 

living in the bowels of an aggressive and expansionist economic 

system which by its nature seel:s to dominate and exploit a;ll 

those whom it can, without regard to national boundaries, we, 

in South Africa, feel it is our duty to join all those who say 

that the time for such economic systems is paste 

By its nature, the 1.qper1a11sb econoinic system of South Africa, 

like those of the Western ooun"umes of which it is a product 

and a partner, must seek {o secure other, less developed oou.n'hm'.es 

as its exclusive market for its producis, its capital and its 

technology. It must also, as it does, seek to rivet these 

countries to itself as sources of cheap raw materials, enersy 

sources and exploited labour. These exploitative aims are beln'v 

pursued with renewed vigour by the apartheid regime under the 

guise of a so—called "constellation of Southern African States" 

which racist Prime Minister Botha is promotings 

In a situation in which the independent states of our region 

are taking steps to intensify the stru :zle to break the economic 

stranglehold of cpartheid South Africa over their countries, a 

heightened conflict between tlese countries and racist South 

Africa is inevitable, A sitmation of peace and stability, and the 

prevalence of conditions fawvourable to the economie 

emancipation of ‘the peoples of the region, including those of 

South Africa and Namibia, can only be established after and 

as a result of the defeat and overthrow of white minority rule 

in Southern Africa and the political emancipation of all our 

people, 

Inspired by the historic viclory of the Zimbabwe people 

and the accession to power in that country of a Patriotic 

Government, we cannot but pledze before this august assembly 

of leaders of countries who have done so much o bring about 

this result, that our own people, under the leadership of the 

African National Congress, are more than ever determined tv 

liberate themsclves and their country.  
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Confident of the countined support of independent Africa and 

the rest of progressive mankind, we know that our victory is 

cervain. When that victory comes, the economy of our country 

will reinforce Africa in her titamio strugzle to break 

the economic stranglehold of the transnational co-operations 

and the western powers over our peoples, to exploit the 

full economic potential of our continent for the welfare 

of our peoples and to advance, with the rest of the developing 

world to the establishment of a new international eoonomic 

order, 

Mr Chaimman, let me conclude by saluting the zreat 

Higerian people in their numerous millions, We salute also, 

our brothers—in-stru;sle, our comrades—in—arms, the PLO of 

Palestine, the POLISARIO of Western Sahara, SWAPO of Namibia, 

and all peoples fi.gfiting for jusfice; peace and social 

progress elsewhere in Africa and the world, 

The struggle continues!
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Mr Chairman, 

Honourable Heads of State and Government, 

Distinguished Leaders of Delega’i;ions, 

Excellencies, 

% is a matter of zreat honour (o the people of South Africa 

that the African National Conzress is participating in the 

First OAU Hoonomic Swmmit Conference of African Heads of 

State and Government which takes place at the turn of the 

decade of the 80!'s, and is hosied, significantly, by Nigeria, 

herself a rapidly growing eoonomic power in Africa. 

We would accordingly like to thank the President of the 

Federal Republic of Niseria, His fixcellency, Alhaji Shermu 

Shagari, and his Government £or inviting the iC to this 

Summit, and the OAU Libem‘kio;i Committee for making it 

possible for our delezetion to atiend. 

The countries of Africa whose Leaders are gathered here 

today have spent the past ei decades of this century in 

bitter strujsles to free themselves individually and 

collectively from the yoke of colonial domination which 

turned our people into voiceless chattels of Europecan 

metropolitan powers. 

Ten days azo, Heads of State and Government, and representatives 

of many countries and orianizations. from various parts of the 

globe were in Zimbabwe, very close o the southernmost tip of 

our continent, to.celebrate.tozether with the. leaders and the 

heroic people of Ghat couniry their accession %o independence , 

after a long and gruelling liberaiion war. The Leaders of 

independent Zimbabwe are at this Lagos Summit today %o pool 

ideas with the rest of indepencient Africa on the course of 

action the people of Africa should take %o rid themselves of 

that twin evil of colonial domination, namely, economic 

deprivation and poverty.  
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The participation of Zimbabwe at this Zconomic Swmit is a 

sharp reminder and a fitting affirmation that the sirus le 

for the compleie independence of Africa has yet to be won, 

country by couniry, rezion by reion and on the continental 

front. It underlines the fact that the struggle for economic 

power on the continent must be predicaled on the victory of 

the national liberation strug;le everywhere on the continent. 

In this comnection, we are certain that, as the Leaders of 

the people of Africa address themselves to (e economic 

problems and the economic future of this continent, the 

stark fact will not be lost to m that to the immediate 

south of independent Zimbabwe some 24 million people of 

Africa are strusgling to break out of a colonial status 

and win liberation from a racist minority regime which, 

by a violent and vicious system of oppression and exploitation, 

hag not only become & threat to the peace and security of 

Africa, and the independeunce aznd sovereignty of African 

States, but has also acquired tle capacity to subject 

Southern Africa to economie dormination no less brutal than 

that suffered by the oppressed within South Africa and 

Namibia. Hot before this bigmest and bitterest enemy of 

Africa has been defeated and power itransferred to the nass 

of the people of South Africa and Namibia, will Africa freely 

harness its rich human and material resources to:the service 

of the people of Africa and the rest of the developing world. 

His Excellency, President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia, has 

expressed this truth in jraphic lanzuage. Addressing the Economic 

Summit of the African independent States of Southern Africa in 

Lusaka on April 1sty this year, he stated:— 

"'i‘h.e bitter liberation strugzles of 

Mozambique, Angola and Zimbabwe were 

part of the road we have had to 
travel to get to Lusaka today. 
vieees These victories (of the 

peoples of Mozambique, Angola and 

Zimbabwe ) are’ important milestones 

on the road to the economic’ reconstruction  



  

of the region,” 

We make bold to add that the bitter strugzles -ourréntl;;r ‘ 

ranging in Namibia and South Africa are part of the road 

that Africa still has +to travel, and that the people's 

victories in these countries will be further milestcnes 

on the road to the economioc reconstruction of our 

continent, 

It is a fundamental tenet in the principles of the OAU 

that Africa camnot be truly liberated wntil all countries 

on our continent are freed from'the yoke oficoloniszl, white 

minority rule. o use one of ‘President Nyerere's familiar 

fomulations: Either Africa is liberated everywhere or she 

is liberaied nowhere. . 

It would therefore be umatural if this historic Swimit, the 

first of its kind in the history of thie QAU, wexe %o omit to 

affirm the continuation of the strusgle for the total 

liberation of Africa; if it were to endorse the imperialist 

propaganda that Africa's preococupation with the-liberation 

strugzle is the cause of her ecoonomic ills; and if, ‘therefore, 

the Sumnit were to refrain from pledging that the peonle of 

Africd ‘will not rest until Nemibia and South Africa have bcen - 

liberated, ' 

& . 

Such pledge,”however, should not be tnderstood o mean” that 

Africa will continue, as in {he ‘wasty-to leave it 't$67Ansola, 

Zambiié, Hozambicue, Dotswana,’Swaziland and Lesotho, and now 

Zimbabwe and even ladagascar, to bear the brunt of the liberation 

struzgle ip‘Sou'bhei‘m”Africa. Some_ of these countries virtually 

stood a.lonela,g they resolutely zave support to the liberation war 

in Zimbabwe and Namibia. 

Thanks o the glorious victory of the peoplg of Zimbabwe, the 

African independent States bordering on South Africa now stand 

face to face with a regine that is now fighting with its back to the 

wall, It feels more threatened than at any time in its brutal and
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bloody history. It can read the ominous writing on the wall. For, 

after fascist Portuzal and racist Rhodesia, it now stends alone, 

surrounded g‘noircled. 
“« 

Notoriously agzressive and murderous, it - is now desperate 

and dangerous. he member countries of the OAU which form 

the geo—political frontline with this fasecist and tyrannical 

regime must not be expected to0 do less than recognise this 

reality in the way they relate to the liberation forces engzaged 

in the struggle. = 

This situation calls for, on the one hand, a zreater measure of 

self«reliance on the part of {tHe liberation forces; and on the 

other hand, a much greater degzree of active participation by the 

rest of Africas 

It should, for example, be the OAU rajher than Zambig oOr 

Angola, which takes up with the UN Security Council the 

question of the armed aggression by the South African racist 

forces against the Republic of Zambia and the People's 

Republic of Angola. e 

We have no doubt whatever that Africa stands ready, as ever, 

to take up the challenge of ridding this continent of the last 

vestigze of colonial domination, His Excellency, Alhaji Shehu 

Shagari spoke for all Africa, for the progressive world, and 

directly into the racist ears of the South African fascists, 

when, on the -occasion of the Zimbabwe independence celebrations 

in Salisbury on April 19, he declared: 

"As far as we in Nigzeria are concerned, we 

will continue to give oui' total support to 

‘the uncompleted struggle for the total 

liberation of the continent from the 

clutches of minority regimes and all +the 

vestiges of colonialism,™ 

It is a measure of the tremendous impact of that declaration 

upon the entire people of Southern Africa and the racists 

themselves that the Botha rezime screamed back at President 

Shehu Shagari, describing him as a war-monger, even as their  
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troops were ocoupying Zambian territory, launchingb air and 

ground atiacks against Angola, terrorising the liamibian 

people, stepping up violeiit repression in South Africa and 

raising their military budget to u.nprecedent'ed levels. And 

yet President Shehu Shagari was indicéting no intention %o 

send Nigerian troops across he Lirfipopo. The peoi:\-ie of South 

Africa are taking on the fascists. But in its conduct of’ the 

strugzle — a fact that is perhaps little known — the AIC has 

consistently taken, and will continue, to the best of its 

ability, to take into careful calculation the requirements 

of security for the neighbouring countries. We have asked 

of our brothers for barely more than a recognition that we 

are the victims of a brutal form of colonialism, the objects 

of an intolerable insult to Africa and a orime against humanity; 

victims of vicious . oppression and ferocious exploitation, and 

that we owe it to ourselves, %o Africa, to mankind and to 

history to fight for our liberation from tlis internationally 

notorious sys'l:em. 

We shall make the sacrifice§our situation demands of us. The 

rest of Africa, the rest of mankind will support us because our 

cause is their cause, our victory is their victory and because 

peace is indivisible. 

In addition to the question of commitment to the total 

liberation of Africa, we believe, Mr Chairman, that this 

Summit will also raise to a new lével of prominence another 

basic ‘l'.enet in the principles of the OAU, namely, that Africa 

cannot be truly liberated until mhe natlona.l and 1n»ernutlona.l 

economic relations which are the product and a legacy of coronial 

domination have been fundamentally altered and abolished. 

These economic relations constitute the basis for the economic 

ills that confront our peoples. And here, lr Chalman, I am 

speaking fron the vantaze point of a South African who has llved 

under a system of oold'm.a.l, political domlnatlpn and the corresponding 

economic subjugation and exploitation of the black colonised people 

of our coun‘firy that is as naked and brutal as any that we have 

experienced in Africa, and anywhere else for that maticr.  
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From the economic point of view, it is a system which aims at 

the concentiration of wealth in the hands of the white colonial 

minority. It is. a system therefore which treats the black 

majority as objects for the expansion of that wealth — a vast 

labour reservoir to be exploited for the benefit and. enrichment 

of the white mine—owners, industrialists, bankers and 

landowners. 

At their recent Summit, the Heads of State and Government of 

Southern Africa pointed out, in our view correctly, that: 

"The development of national economies as balanced units, let 

alone the welfare of the people of Southern Africa, played 

no part i...e'" in the strategy of incorporating the countries 

of Southern Africa in the economy of racist South Africa. This 

assessment applies as much to the economic relations between 

South Africa and the rest of Southern Africa as it does 1o the 

economic relations between the white mifiority and the black 

majority within South Africa itself, The welfare of one part 

is predicted on the impoverishment of the other, Such is the 

basic characteristic of a colonial system of economic relationss 

Of course no people can accept such a situation of cnslavement. 

Sooner or later they will rise against it and establish an 

economic system which does aim at advancing their welfare, In 

our country it is in part for this reason that the racist 

minority ruling group holds our people in subjection by means 

of armed - terror and fascist tyranny — to stop us rising up to 

establish an economic. system which aims at advancing the 

welfare of the people of. our country as a whole. The political 

victory . c;f the people of South Africa in our stru gle against 

white minority domination is therefore a prerequisite for the 

economic reconstruction of our own country. 

Part of the stock—in~trade of the ideology of the South African 

racists is that the black peoplec of our country are economically 

backward because they are incapable of uplifting themselves., The 

insulting allegation is made that our cultural traditions serve 

as an obstacle to our ability to comprehend modern scicnce and 

technology and to our capacify %0 run and manage a modern industrial 

society. The conclusion of course is that we shall for some  
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centuries yet nccd white tulelage in order to be able 4o 

survive at all, 

Ve believe, Mr Chairman, that the situation we have described, 

indicating the nature of the cconomic relations between black 

and white inside apartheid South Africa, has its parallels in 

terms of the relations between the peoples of Africa as a whole 

and the industrialised countries of the West, the former 

colonial masters who had imposed themselves on our : peoples. 

The proverty of our peoples is still ascribed in certain 

circles in the West to our supposed laziness, the abseace of a 

spirit of‘ Ofitervrise and our allemed 1nab1111:y to imanage our 

affairs, All cus is used "«:0 camui‘labe the true causcs of 

the impoverishment of our peoplcs. 

In all spheres of economic activity, the relat:".ons between 

ourselves and the developed countries of the West remain unequal, 

They are relations which, oncc more, are predicated on the . 

enrichment of the West at the expense of the peoples of Africas 

At the base of these relations are the fundamental features that 

the West constitutes the harket for our raw materials and the 

source of our imports of both producer and consumor goods. 

It is this objective reality which makés impossible the 

discussion of the material owunditions of life of our peoples 

without é.ddressing ourselves to our relations with the Western 

world, It is also this objective reality which has compelled 

the OAU continuously to address itself to the question uf the 

defence of the independence of‘ the free states of Afrioca, because 

in their striving to maintain the unequa.l economic relations of 

domination and expleitation that we have referred to, the Western 

powe;'s are prepared to, and actually, employ all means and 

methods to ensure that we do not use our political independence 

to bring about a new international economic order, characterised 

by cq'u.al relations 'bctficen ourselves and the West and ensuring 

the advancement of the welfare of our peoplese
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The situation we are confronted with is that the absolute 

volume of the raw materials we sell to the West and the 

prices of such raw materials are determined exclusively by 

the buyers, guided by their own self-interest. Equally, the 

price we have to pay for the prqducer and c;onsu.mer goods we 

import from the ilest are . decided exolusive_ly by the sellers, 

once again guided bs; their otn self-interest. The end result 

is that we sell our own produce cheap and buy thg output 

of the West dearly. 

Since the end of the Second World War we have seen the terms 

of trade moving continuously in favour of the West and against 

the poor countries, including Africas One result of this procecs 

has been a continuously worsening balance of payments situation 

and the wiping out of surpluses which could have been used as 

investible funds, giving the possibility to diversify and develop 

our production activities. All this takes place side by side with 

a rising population and the consequent need for more jobs, food, 

health and educational sérvices, ‘housing'é._nd ‘the other emenities 

of ordinary living. 

These factors of course force us to go back to the Wesiern 

governments and the Western national and international financial . 

institutions to negotiate for aid in “the form of loans and 

grants. Such is the. peculiar nature.of this aid that the 

developing countries in general are now confronted with the 

situation that it is they who are aiding the developed West 

rather than the other way round. The debt servicing charges 

that we have to meet in the form of interest payments and 

amortisation transfers to the Western countries are at least 

double what we receive as so—called aid from these countries, 

. . 

The result is that we are compelled to produce more in order %o 

buy the same qua.ntity_ of imports. To make up the shortfalls we 

have to borrow from the same people who arc buying our products 

cheap. This necessitates our having to produce even more t0 pay 

back our debts. Given the low prices for these products, we are 

unable to meet our debts and have to return to our creditors 

$0 make more loans. We consequently live under a mounting pile of 

debts.  



The situation we have described, Hr Chaimman, is of course 

one of the reasons for the holding of this Swinit. As a people 

living in the bowels of an aggressive and expansionist economic 

system which by its nature seels to dominate and exploit all 

those whom it can, without regard to national boundazig:s,"‘{:e, 

in South Africa, feel it is our duty to join.all those who say 

that the time for such economic systems is paste. 

By its hafi;ure, the imperialist economic system of South Africa, 

like those of the Western cou_n;i;ries of which it is a »roduct 

and a partner, must seek {o secure other; less developed countries 

as its exclusive market for its products, its capital and its 

technology. It must also, as it _;oeé, seek to rivet these 

countries to itself as sources of cheap raw materials, energy 

sources and exploited labour. These exploitative aims are being 

pursued with renewed vigour by the apartheid rezime under the 

guise of a so—called #constellatioh “of Southern African States® 

which racist Prime Minister Botha is promotings 

In a situation in which the ihdependent states of our region 

are taking steps to intensify the stru ;zle to break the economic 

stranglehold of cpartieid South Africa over their countries, a 

heightened conflict between tlhese countries and racist South 

Africa is inevitable, A situmation of pcace and stability, and the 

prevalence of conditions favourable to the economie 

emancipation of the peoples of tlhe region, including those of 

South Africa and Namibia, can only be established after and 

as a result of the defeat and overthrow of white minority rule 

in Southern Africa and the political emancipation of all our 

people. 

Inspired by the historic viciory of the Zimbabwe people 

and the accession to power in that country of a Patriotic 

Government, we cannot but pledge before this august assembly 

of leaders of countries who have done so much to bring about 

this result, that our own pecple, under the leadership of the 

African National Congress, are more than ever determined tu 

liberate themselves and their country.  
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Confident of the countined support of independent Africa and 

the rest of progmssive mankind, we know that our victory is 

certain, When that victory comes, the economy of our couniry 

will reinforee Africa in her titamio strugzle ito break 

{the economic stranglehold of the. transnational co—operations 

and the wesltern powers over our peoples, to exploit the 

full economic potential of our continent for the welfare 

of our peoples and to advance, with the rest of the developing 

world to the establishment of a new international economic 

order, 

Mr Chairman, let me conclude by saluting the jreat 

Higerian people in their numerous millions, We salute also, 

our brothers—in-stru;zle, our comrades—in—arms, the PLO of 

Palestine, the POLISARIO of Western Sahara, SWAPO of Namibia, 

and all peoples fighting for jué‘fiice, peace and social 

progress elsewhere in Africa and- the world. 

The struggle continues!


