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The hidden South African connectionm in (west) German - African

relations

Recently a public relatioms journal for the Foreigﬁ Office inm
ponn could advertise cordial African-german relations reporting
om a conference about economic relations between independent
African states and the german Federal Republic. The PRonn
Minister of Economic Affairs, Herr priedrichs, gave a friendly
speech, the doyen of Africam Ambassadors in Bonn replied in a
hailing address. All present were most grateful to the host of

the occasion, the African Association (Afrika-yerein) from

Hamburg.

Certainly this institutiom is very influential in cerman- Afri-

can x®BX commercial relations as it unites most of the established

German firms in African trade and some of tqQ:banks and in-
dustrial combines with interests in.Africa,tﬁggﬁtherefore con-
tacts are sought by diplomats im ponn, @fficial delegations

and businessmen from African countries. But the same friendly
partner for independent Africa and its representatives also has

the most cordial relations to south Africa and representatives

of tThe racist regime there: mhe Chairman, consul of the Repub-
lic of Madagascar in Hamburg,as well as the secretary, Dre.

Martin xraemer, and other office holders are regular guests

'gg'the south African consulate-general in Hamburg and the
south African Embassy in Bonm, and most welcome there, too, as
there are not many other occasions for South African legations
abroad to have consuls of Afriecan states present,
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Therefor#nany XEREX guests from independent Afrieca M

among visitors to the Afrika-verein, for whom it has to organize
functioms, arrange contactsjand give information there were

Kaiser Mantanzima of the Trankei, a ten member delegation from
the "Turnhallen conference in Namibia, a nine member delegation
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from the chamber of commerce im Cape Town and others. .

All are listed as distinguished visitors in the latest annual
report, and there may be many others, ﬁﬁghh. are not listed,

for instance Mr. Sole, the nuclear co-operator, who is mentioned
in;this document just once, attending the festive luncheon at
the end of last years annual conference, bul wa PN Hmﬂw’ Anamrt

Lﬂf‘f‘tn. .

No wonder there also is a special committee on Southern Africa,
covering:inrRepublic of south Africa, South west Africa/yamibia,

Rhodesia, Swaziland, PBotswana, Tesotho, Malawi, Angola and

Mocambique as well as juinea-Rissau", Chairman to the committee
18 Mr. A. Jaekel, a Bremen merchant, who happens to be the
south African consul im Bremen, Amd who still believes this to
be sheer coincidence, will certainly stay a firm believer after
he finds among the members of the committee count christian
Donhoff, pPag t chairmam of the german section of the soﬁth
Africa FPoundation. As nobody ever heard of a firm which the
count might represent in its south African interests, he pro-
bably was elected to this committee to contribute from his wide

knowledge om South Africa - as he did in the past to the germanm

publiq/onia south African payroll.

t$ FPhe Secretariate of the Africa pAssociation advised on how

to break sanctions on Rhodesia as late as 1973, when officially
v

trade with Rhodedkia was illegal also im.west—germany. when this
was published im the widely read magazine "per Spiegel" nothing
happened. when the German Afrieca Society im ponn started publi-
shing critical reports about conditions im Angola, Mocambigue,

Nenibia, Rhodesia, and South Africa the Secretary of & the

Hamburg Africa Association, pr. Kraemer, denounced this im the

Jx
soclety's annual meeting, whieh turned o%t to be the last one,
¢ 1 % Oven

as the state subsigdies were taken from theYAfrica Society and
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it had to be dissolved soon afterwards.

As active as onm Rhodesia and South Africa have office bearers =Eg

of the Africa Association been im the past defending portugal's
Africa policy and stressing the economic importance of the
Portuguese colonies im Africa. Since the portuguese partner ;:
lost the economic importance of Angola is only negligible to the
Femeral Republic according to the official opiniom of the

Africa Assoeiation representatives,

And this certainly proves that the position taken is not just
opportunistic, going were power is, but much deeper rooted in
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convictions, ¢gse to South African views on what communism is

and what it does.
Now this body not only is influential im commercial circles,
but also it is subsidised heavily from public funds for public

7\
functions:‘conferences, delegations abroafd, receptions e

the Africa pAssociation is performing official functions. Tt

has om behalf of the german government sent representatives

to Afric;a' tTo 3:“ “-‘L\Jb:c.ﬁ i C dna dann & '\M-Jud: Ka-(u.bf-d.

These economic advisors are stationed im Maroc, Nigeria, Kenya,

zalre, and Zambia, each covering also neighbouring countries.
Theirg functions are to advise on opportunities for private in-

| a
vestment and to colleet informationg and give HRXX advige pro-

oo
posed development projects seswmeddeastsy for German publiec aid

institutionms. ™ this capaclity they are given access to con-

fidential informatiom im their host countries, which they pass
om to headquarters, where south Afri%?ms are regarded as close
friends. No ome can see any guarantee information not ment for

this connection is not passed on, confidentially of course.
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The personmel selected for such duties certainly would not
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be concerned very much about this aspect of thelr work. For
instance there is appointed to rast Africa pr. Britten-Gross,
over many yvears working with Xxkm a geographer, who was one of
the major apostels of salazar's and Ccaetano's African policies
to germany. One of the past research workers from this academic
school was mamed im Guinea as one of the go-hetweens &
connecti:hﬁ'with the portuguese invasion. Certainly no state in
East Africa needs to be afraid of another portguese invasion,
but it may be regarded as doubtful whether an expert from this
school of thought is a fair j:ﬁti%ihto&eg’?&oﬂmjf and social
development in Mocambique or Tanzania,”or an objective one
even 1im Kenya.

Using public funds: to collect the necessary information and
making use of the lobliy machinery of private business the Africa
Assoclation is a powerful adviser to the german government and
carries much weight in influencing german decisionimakimg XH on
African affairs. whem the Chairman, consul xlaus Hansen, consul
of Madagascar, is attenting official functions of the South
Africam representation im germany himself, how can he influence
anybody that decisioms of the oAU'on.diplomatic relations with
south Africa are to be takenm seriuos®

If the Africa Associatiom is active to expand german economic
activities im south Africa, Namibia, amd Rhodesia, and at the
same fime keeps cordial relatiomns with independent Africa, how
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can 1t be expected to present ¥ views

that eco-

momic cooperation with South Africa is ®w harming relations to

the rest of Africa®

This may be the most obwious example, but that is not just one

individual case can be shown by briefly looking at the germanm
the '
Academic Exchange service, active im xkix field of higher edu-

catiom, This organizatiom, formalXy an association of west cermam
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universities and student bodies¥'gives scholarships to Africans
im germany and African universities and research institutions,
sends out german lecturers, organises exchange of student

groups and finances research for young German scholars in
Africa. At the same time - conveniently hidden by handling im
general divisioms like (Commonwealth relatioms, - it is instru-
mental to the German-South African cultural pAgreement, organi-
zing places and scholarships for south Africams im west germany,
selected by the south African government, and sending out ger-
mam students amd young research workers to south Africa, selected
im the presence of a member of the gouth African Embassy in
Ponn,

when looking into details of the nuclear co-operation scheme
there are sufficient hints that part of it was channeled through
general programmes like this wide exchange network. And cer-
tainly this institutiom does not provide a single hint that
anyone was sensitive on this issue or saw any reason not to

ste t 4 “a
: -e% all aspects as between good friends.

co-operate
Although there are quite a few german scholars who were refused
visas when they wanted to enter gouth Africa to attend confe-
rences, do research or pursue contacks in their fielgd of work,
there was never any threat to continued good relations with
“outh Afriea out of such incidents, Ifle organization obviously
im the positiom to press this point was too much involved with
South Africa itself to take up this case.

Helping South Afriea not Just is the matter of the clear cases

like the large german-South African Association, the cerman
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sectionm of the gouth Afrieca eseedation or the German-south Afri-
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can Chamber of Commerce. Nor of those who took up thie pro-south
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African rolevas mr. Germani, Africa correspandent at the powerful

Springer press, once participating im the mercenaries: war in the
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congo, or the press agency Behrens which is doing much of the
public relation work of gsouth Africa im the west German mass
media, African points of views are much more put im doubt by
those institutions who more or less successfully conceil their

pro~apartheid attitudes and activitss .
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