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FOREWORD

The South African Christian Handbook is, to my knowledge, a first for South Africa in nearly 50
years. As a matter of fact, a directory of this nature is long overdue. Now, busy church
edmhistretors, and others, have easy access to a veritable treasure—house of information relating to
the Chtistien community of South Africa and its multi-faceted activities. For this Marjorie Froise
deserves Our sincerest appreciation and, in fact, our admiration. Behind the Handbook lie countless
hours of painstaking research and collection of data, and equally countless letters, telephone calls and
interviews. The result is a book which contains references to virtually the entire spectrum of Christian
activity in South Africa: denominations, missionary and evangelistic agencies, theological colleges,
Christian bookshops, Christian periodicals, service agencies for reliei and development, institutions
for the aged. tor orphans and unmarried mothers, rehabilitation centres and reconciliation groups,
leadership training facilities, youth and student organizations, campsites, etc., etc. Basic information
about all these activities is conveniently arranged so as to become easily accessible.

The net result of it all is a valuable tool for facilitating contacts and relationships among churches,
Christian agencies. youth groups and the like. It is to be hoped that the Handbook will be a modest
hstrument in facilitating contact and perhaps even cooperation between various Christian agencies.
As a matter of fact, the Handbook itself is a tangible testimony to the unity that is already given us in
Christ; it will be the privilege of those who use it to foster the awareness of that unity and to give an
ever more real expression to it. V

The unity we have in Christ is, of course, very little in evidence. And if the Handbook proceeds from
the assumption that we all belong together, it also lays bare the tragic reality of our dividedness and
dramatizes the way in which we duplicate facilities and actually waste resourses entrusted to our
stewardship by God and by his people. It raises the question whether Christian groups may continue
doing "their own thing" as though other Christians do not exist. This question is particularly pertinent
in a country already divided in so many other ways. The heart of the question seems to be: do we,
Christians, further contribute to the division in our society? Are we. in fact, part of the South African
problem, rather than of the solution?

I believe Christians are both: part of the problem and of the solution. And if this book reveals — on the
one hand —the haphazardness of much of what Christians do as well as an almost total lack of
coordinated planning and concerted action, it also portrays —on the other hand —something of the
enterprising character of Christianity, of the myriad ways in which the gospel has been incarnated in
different contexts, of the church's ready response to needs in the community, in summary: of the
gospel's coming alive in witness and service, touching many aspects of human life, from the
individual heart to the needs of the nation.

Statistically at least, South Africa is a Christian country—one of the most Christian countries in the
world, in fact. It also occupies centre-stage in the attention of the outside world, not least of the
international Christian community. It is my fervent prayer that the network of services and
relationships listed in cold print in this Handbook will reveal to our brothers and sisters elsewhere,
but above all to ourselves, that South African Christians can - under God ~ stretch out their hands to
others in different "camps" and allow themselves to be bound together with cards of love, fellowship
and dedicated action.
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INTRODUCTION

Compiling this Christian Handbook has been a thriiling and fulfilling venture. As I have

delved into the past in an attempt to understand the present, I have been excited to see

what God has done in our country.

Andrew Murray, in his survey of missions in 1906, listed 31 missionary societies in South

Africa. An extensive survey conducted in 1938 under the banner of the Christian Council

noted some 130 churches, missions and Christian organisations. Over this period of three

decades, the evolution from 'mission' to 'churches of the mission’ became apparent.

Now nearly fifty years later, the number of entries listed in this Hand-book has exceeded

1500 giving an indication that the church is again reaching out into mission. The 700 or so

South Africans involved in Protestant missionary work in our country and 270 working

abroad bear testimony to this. Yet even these figures do not tell the whole story, for where

is the diétinction between mission and church?

Even so, the day of missions in South Africa is not over and a study of the 1960— 1980
census reports offers interesting insights. No less than 24% of the Black population had no

religion, or were uncommitted while 4.5% of the White population fell into the same
category, an increase over the 1.8% in 1970. And what of the 43% of the Black population

who claim allegiance to syncretistic independent churches? In the Asian population, 83%

were either Hindu or Muslim In their beliefs.

There appears to be a trend developing away from the mainline denominations. This is
particularly noticeable in the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk which records 3% decline

' per decade. Declines are also evident in the Gereformeerde Kerk, the Nederduitsch
Herformde Kerk, the Anglican Church, Lutheran Church and others. Exceptions are the
Roman Catholic Church, and the Apostolic and Pentecostal churches which are showing
growth. Subsequent census reports will undoubtedly indicate a move toward the new
charismatic churches which are growing at the rate of a new church every 2.1 days.

I commend to the users of the Handbook the words of Andrew Murray written in 1906,

"The responsibility resting upon'our ministers is a solemn one, not to leave our people

content to let the Christians of other lands do the work, but to rouse Christians to feel that
they have a special calling to care for those among whom they live."

NOTES ON THE HANDBOOK

How Information was collected

Information on missions, churches and service organisations was collected by the
Resource Library over a period of 3-4 years until it became evident that we needed to share
this data with others who would find it useful. Questionnaires were sent out to which we
received a 48% response. Reminders by mail or telephonic requests for information
followed. Whilst every effort has been made to verify entries, there will undoubtedly be
inaccuracies and we would welcome notification of omissions and errors.

Criteria for Inclusion

Organisations adhering to a Trinitarien doctrine is the basis for inclusion, however, an
entry in the Handbook does not necessarily mean conéurrence of beliefs or activities. A

vii
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number of organisations have declined to participate in the hanAk whilst others have

been reluctant to provide detail. The 4000 African Independent Churches have not been
1 ' AACC All Africa Council of Churches

'"C'Uded' ACSA The Alliance Church in SA
' AEAM Association of Evangelicals in Africa and

Ctou-reforences ‘ Madagascar _

Many organisations have activities in more than one category. The basic information is E 2:: 2:22: 3223::ngBeflggvship

listee under the most appropriate section and cross references are made at the end of each 1 AFM Apostolic Faith Mission

sectlon. AGS Apostoiiese Geloofsending van SA
; AICA Africa Independent Church Association

AKDB Algemene Kommissie vir die Diens van

Barmhartigheid

AME African Methodist Episcopal Church

. AOG Assemblies of God

M?MM °' “W ‘ AOGF Assemblies of God Fellowship
Bap: Baptist

1;; Bret Christian Brethren

Full Title Mailing Address Chief Officer or 9 BUSA Baptist Union 0' 5A
Contact Person and “- CESA Church of England in SA

Designation CGK Christelike Gereformeerde Kerk

Date of Foundation ‘ CMA Christian Motorcyclists Association

1 CofC Church of Christ

, (MW CofN Chutch of the Nazarene

Memorial Boy's PO Box 946 Maj I H Sercombe White ; y: . CPSA Church of the Province of SA

3200 Pietermaritzburg Superintendent 55 Boys ‘ CUC Church Unity Commission

1 89 Trelawney Road 0/M Dorothea Mission

Pentrich EBC Evangelical Bible Church

3201 Pietermaritzburg ‘ EBSEMSA EvangelicaI Bible Seminary of SA

SIArmy elephone: ECSA Evangeflical Church of SA

011 00001 000 3 ( 1) 6-2326 EFSA Evangelical Fellowship of SA
ELCSA Evangelical Lutheran Church of SA

F/Bapt Free Baptist Church

_ . Relevant_ FEBA Far East Broadcasting Association
Fundralsmg No. Telephone No. Information FELCSA Federation of Evangelical Luthetan

. Churches of SA

Denoménational Street Address FGCOG Full Gospel Church of God

or Other Affiliations FPC Fellowship of Pentecostal Churches
GES Reformed Ecumenical Synod

GKSA Gereformeerde Ketk in SA

HUM Holiness Union Mission

IFCC International Fellowship of Christian

_ , _ Churches
Marjorie F'Olse ' lnt/AOG International Assemblies of God

LEC Lesotho Evangelical Church
Luth Lutheran
LWF Lutheran World Federation

MAF Mission Aviation Fellowship

Moth Methodist Church of SA

Mor Moravian Church in SA

N/Bapt National Baptist

NHK Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk

NGK Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk

NGKA Nederduitse Goreformeerde Kerk in Afrika

NGSK Nederduitse Gereformeerde Sendingkei'k

OM Operation Mobiiisation

PCSA Ptesbyterian Church of SA
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