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BI 613E ZUMA' ON HIS MEETING WITH ’IHE SWAZI AUTHORITIES May[June '84

When I-arrived on the 1st June I spent about 4 hours at the airport because

there” seemed to be a prohlem regarding IV clearance. That robbed me of the good

4 hours to make the initial contact with the Swazi: on the day of my arrival.

By the time I got to Ibebane it wee well after 4p- and new had left their

offices.

Before leaving the airport Hr. laflolo, the Deputy Head of the Swazi Security

Police informed me through the phone that they will be organising meetings for

me but I did not know when those meetings were to be. I wee a bit concerned

because} a to dem $1) on the 4th which was 0. londay. I had therefore

workedz'tfie meetings tR-ttake place on the morning of that loudly. In an

attempt to organise the work programme on the 2nd which wee Satuday, I

contacted through the phone, the Comissioner of Police, 111-. '1‘. leibi and

requested him to organise a meeting early londay morning with whoever I was

‘ to meet with from the Swazi authorities because I would be leaving on the

same Monday early afternoon. He promised to do this hut indicated that the

Minister of Interior was out of the country. He thoudxt that there would be

other Ministers to attend to us.

On the Monday morning of 4th June at 10.30, a meeting between the Swazi authorities

and myself took place at the Swazi Prime Hinister's residence. Present in the

meeting on the Swazi side were:

Mr. imisi - Minister without Protfolio who chaired the meeting

Mr. I-Gatse - Minister of Justice

Mr. F. mbe - Minister of Defence

Zr. '1‘. Msibi - Commissioner of Police.

In opening the meeting Hr. lniei said that they had been informed by the

Comissioner of Police that I had arrived in Swaziland to give e. short progreee

report. He then called upon me to take the floor. In taking the floor I

indicated to them that our HQ, Mm. that it had taken a. hit of tine to
come back to then to report on éogrese regarding finding of the place where

the comrades who were outside of the utegory of the registered refugees whe-

were to go. I went on to explain that the complaction?%Wt about by cahngee

introduced by the Swazi authorities on the original arrangements that the comrade

were supposed to be driven through Lomeha border gate to lomhique. That

their changing on this made the lozambioane also to change their minds and that

einoe then the AE had been trying to find a place.

We lurther informed them that we were trying to reach agreement: with Tanzania

and that we were generally expecting an OK from the Tanzanian: around the 



12th June“or perhapsbefore. Our HQ had felt that even before we got the OK

it was necessary to meetwith them and give this hnd of a progress reprot.

.15; "was. stressed to them that it had not been easy to find a place for these

"' c'omredes and that we from .the m: position were not in a position to inpoee

‘ this kind of problem to countries. It was 8.11 to he done through negotiations
k

and that even the OAU had come infighe issue in an attempt to solve the

problem.

He then requested a full list of the detained comrades and stressed to them

the necessity of this list for the purposes of the organisation knowing the

exact number of people since reports were suggesting that there were about

80 people now and that the list wee also necessary for the mrpoeee of

clearance at the place where the comrades were to be sent. To this point

the Swazi authorities imdiately agree to watk on a list and give it to me on

the day of w denature. They eat: the logic of the (equeet without difficulties.

We further went to indicate that HQ wanted further intonation related to this

question e.g. as to what route did the Swazi authorities have in mind. for the

comrades; and what form of transport would be used from Swaziland to

indicated destination. This kind of information was necessary for those who

will be working out the proportions. !

In addition to the above points, we also asked the Swans the whereabouts of

cde. Glen (Velaphi leane). We claimed that there were rumours that he had

disappeared whilst the information prior was that he had been detained by the

Swazi police.

We also in addition made a request that cde Dune should delay a little more to

attend to some questions that no-one could attenfl to except him. On this we

made the example of the funeral he was to organise since he had been told by the

Xinistry of the Interior that he should have the corpses of the two dead comrades.

Responding to the above, the Swazi: raised the following problems:

They were mrprtsed that we were asking about cde Glen and wanted to know W

were we specifically asking about him. They wanted to find out where We got

the information that he was missing. They implied that our making the request

to know his whereabouts was suggestive of the fact that we have inside intonation

of our comrades in detention. If that was not the case we then have the information

that he has been arrested by the Boers in SA and. that we wanted Swaziland to

be responsible for his arrest in the sense that the Suzie handed him over

to the Boers. ‘Ihey felt the meetion was very Inch consistent with what the

Percy Qhobozas have been saying. We tried. to indicate to thee: that the

question was just a etmightforwend and simple question and that we were not 
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pittihé'itas a hard fact that he was missing, but that instead we were requesting

thegi‘, afa: this particular name had come to our ears, to tell us .uhother he was

in orInp't.

Theythén raised thh quhétion of Qhohoza and the statement made by the Labour

Minister in Zambia in an ILO conference. They expressed that SD was very mch

concerned about these reports and what was more worswing was that the Al: did.

not seem to stand up to refute these reports. In their view these reports and

rumours were detruental to the relations between the SD moment and the All}.

Their main worry on these two, was that Qhohoza claimed he had received this

information from Zambia where the m HQ are and it also happened that the Labour

Minister is from Zambia where m HQ are. The pertinent question therefore

in their minds was - were these people collecting mmmrs that were floating around

in ARC caircles or was the m: speaking through these people. It was partly

why they viewed our questioning than about Glen in the most suspicious Hay.

They further informed us that since the problem started there hadheen a lot

of arrests of our young men and a. lot of escaping from prison of our young

men and that there's still a lot of our young men in the bush in their

country. They indicated that among those detained some had cases to face.

They claimed that arrests were taking place continuously and reports from

other people were that some of these Am young men were already from SA going

back to Mozambique. This meant that the problem was still complicated.f

At this point the SD delegation claimed that in the meeting that was held between

them and Zuma and Mabhida, they had not said the evacuation of the 80 should

pressed the meeting between an: President and the SD Prime linister. That instead

they had said. the meeting between the PI and the President of the AR}

was a wondition of any event that was to talce place. And that they had

arrived at that conclusion wen the Nabhida/Zmna delegation said that they

had not 90150 to discuss crucial issues but they had come to manage the question

of the mineral and the dates of the meeting of the Prime linister and the m:

President. 'lhm were therefore surpriud to learn that we were making arrangements

for the evacuation of comrades before the meeting took place.

They further claimed that even on the question of buying the two comrades, they

had been waiting for the Word from the Am. They then came back to say emphatically

that as far as they were concealed everything else or any action related to the

evacuation would be determinad first and format by the meeting between the

Prime Kinister and the President. That this petition was the position they took

in the first meeting and they still maintained it. And that they would 11)::

this mating to take place as soon as possible because their prisons were m1

and they did not have enough money though they were trying to feed. for a long

  



time" this!" big mmbex‘ oflfvpeople.

{this tgxbsition of. the Swazie completely changed the complexion of the situation"

9A3 Ihad taken part 11;the first meeting I was eompletely shocked and

surprised. I argued with them that they had not said so in the previous meeting

and started reminding them point by point what they had said but thq insisted

and claimed that there gas a. miamderetanding. I further indicated to them

that on the question of the funeral they had conveyed a. decision of the

government to us that they were going to bury the comrades and elaborated on

the reason why they were doing so and only said they were to give the bodies

to us if they were to be buried outside SD.

011 this they turned around to say what was the main element in that deeieion

was for us to say we were taking the bodies or not. In an attempt to remind

them again we recounted tumult: we had undertaken with the onambicen

authorities re the clearing of the 80 through the border at Iomehe end that

as a follow up to those arrangements we were in constant and dynamic eemmicetten

with the SD embassy in hemto until the day we were supposed to fetch the comrades.

That the 51) When it through their office in Maputo that they had
changed their minds about the way they were to bring the comrades; that

they were now to fly them to Maputo. In response to this point they said they

were not responding to the amusement: as such but that the Junieter of Interior

was making a statement of principle. the principle being that our people ueae-Would

, bet; taken out of SD by air and not by road.

At thit point it was clear that we could not agree on the conclusions of the

last meeting. Ihey said then was a niemderstanding. 'lhey then insisted
that the min thing was that a. meeting between the Swazi PM and our President
should take place before aw other thing is done.

At this punt them was no longer any basis to continue the meeting. ' ’Ihe
only conleueion wee tint I should therefore 50 beck and convey the sitmtion to
our HQ with an element of urgency as they added. may however. added that the
question of our looking for a place should continue 30 that when the meeting

. takes place we should be ready to effect the emcuatione immediately.

At this Juneture the meeting was closed.

After about 30/40 minutes having left the PM's residence. a car cane dashing
to where I was with a message that I was supposed to return again to the PM'e

. residence to be given the last message to convey to H4.

When I arrived at the looting place the meeting me then reeemmened. I m
then informed by the Swazi authorities that Inediataly after our meeting
which had taken place earlier on in the day they immediately went to report 



 

to thePMand that the PM had made certain observations on the issues discussed

earlier: in the day. He "had come up with the following changes:

a) that since we have gone so far with the amusements for evacuation 1th

hethought we should not stop the process. We should go ahead to implement

the amusements.‘ He. as the PM, will take responsibility to report to the

_ elders on the latter, ‘ He felt that the pending meeting should not stop the

process .

b) he also said that as I had indicated that I was also to meet the UN man he

would be very much happy if I did so with an eXpress purpose of discussing the

possible assistance that could come from the UNHCR. He said that help would

be most welcomed more especially that at this point in time his comtry was

.. facing serious financial problems which was as a. result of cyclone Demoina

which had devastated the country.

' c) that for the passage through Mozambique of our comrades who would “be

evacuated he would like to get a- message of agreement from the Mozambican

Foreign Ministry. 'Jhie was because the Mozambicane had earlier on made the

' point that they would not like our people to oonzby read but were prepared

' to refuel an aircarft passing through with the comrades to whatever destination.

_ He was also saying so because he did not want a situation wherein the Mozambican:

would feel that the Swazis were imposing things on then.

d) that none of our comrades who were in prison had committed serious crimes

,_ and that therefore we should know that to those who have committed crimes the

law of the country would have to take its course.

a) that the meeting between him and the President was still expected to take

place as soon as is possible and that that meeting he viewed it as very

" important and necessary in the face of the situation.

MW
‘Ihe points as oeavkeyed-by the PM again changed the complexion of the situation.

The position reverted back to the orginel. To me it was clear that perhaps he

'“ did not agree with that obvious somereault. Other members of the Swazi delegation

did not seen to have a problem with the change of the sitmtion except for

. one. Mr. Mateo (Justice Minister) who seemed a bit troubled with the change.
However, he did not speak at this point.

At this point the and session was closed.
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I " MEETING WITH THE UNHCR ON THE 4th JUNE 1%

 

I After'ithe leeting with't the Swazie. I went stmight to the UNHCR and had a
meeting‘with its chief Rein. Mr. E. B. Owueu. 'Ihe meeting was short but we

were able to strike a clear understanding on the min issue. I informed him

I fint I had met with the Swazi authorities and that the main issue which was

discussed was the evactntion of 85 of our comrades detained in Swaziland.

I did not give thedatails of my discussions with the Swazis but informed him

‘ that w HQ had instructed me to meet. him with an aim of discussing the possible

assistance frol this office in the transportation of our comrades from Swaziland

to 'nmzania. I also lads it known to him that I had informed the Swazis that

I would be meeting hi- on this issue and that the Swazis were happy that I was

.7 to meet him and they were also expectinghin to help since Swaziland had financial

difficulties.

' In response Mr. meu assured me that he was ready to assist this group of

‘ comrades much as it was not falling within the registered refugee category.

He assured me that he had mised the issue with his HQ and had been given the

‘ green light. He said that his office would be ready to assist in any form

’ of transportation be it the bwing of tickets or chartering of an aircraft.

He then agreed that as soon as we get the clearance or UK fromW

I will connunicate with him to begin the process of arranging the purchasing

of tickets or any form of amusements to evacmte the comrades. I should

however, not omit the cmcern he expressed on behalf oft. the UNHCR office and

on his own behalf on the detention of our comrades. He also reported about

what he had been doing remniing the evacuation of the conrades who fall under

the category of registered refugees. He said that he fought for them 'to come

out and mke weir necessary arrangements and he succeeded. He reported that

out of the 15 he managed to take out, one conmde was already missing. le

suspected he m1 gone mderground, but he was confident that he would handle

this with the "wasis.

He also informed me fint in a lumber of accessions some Swazi authorities have

referred to hill as an ANC Ian. He seemed to be very much aware of what goes

on in that area - that is to say the attitudes etc. to our organisation at the

level at which he is involved. He also expressed the desire to have mere contact

with the movement for purposes of dealing with the com ades who my fall under

the category of refugees in the future. He said this because he was aware

that there was no-one to remain in Swaziland. after Duna's departure. to liaee

with him. And yet he was clear that the inflow of South Africans into that

country will continue.
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. 37' Regort on my meetigg with comrade Mme in Bax - 2.6.85

1'.’__;,y‘ine_n I met with com. mm he reported that on the 1.6.84 the Swazi
authorities iron) the mintstry of Interior had informed him that we were
allowed to take our dead bodies from the mortuary and carry out width the funeul

on our own. musing after a. long time that there had been nothing said about

our dead comrades. 'fSinoe the information was given to his late on Friday he

then prepared to dehl .with the situation on Monday morning. But he was

begining to work on making contacts with the families.

2. Comrade mu further informed me that the comrades who were underground

were extremely starving. He had thought I had come with the money. He

was disappointed to learn that I had no money with me. He also gave a progress

report regarding the departure of comrades who fall under the category of

registered refugees. He was also busy trying to collect things from the houses

the comrades used to occupy. He then requested that when I meet the Swans

that they ahould extend his time so that he would be able to round up a.

number of things relating to the comrades etc. etc.

3. After meeting Owusu on the #th June. I had an appointment to meet Dun.

on my way out of the c try. When I met him at about 4 pl he informed me that

when he attempted to $0 the funeral question in the morning. he was told

that the funeral of the two comrades ha taken place in the only morning. He
was battling to get an explanation of why was it done so because he had been

told on the Friday flat he was to get the bodies. and that the ARC would

conduct the funeral. He was also trying to get the numbers of their grates.

This was again shocking and indicative of the nature of some Swasis we are

dealing with. On this we are still waiting further reports from comrade Dun.

 


