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POLI TI CAL PRI SONERS BULLETI N

The | ast yearhaa witnessed a high |l evel of canpaigning for the release of political priso
ners both inside South Africa

and internationally. At the sane tine the regine has continued to intensify its repressio
n. At |east 965 people were

detained in 1980, 36 were sentenced to a total of 227 years inprisonment for offences und

er the Terrorkm Act

14 were banned. Statistics reveal the broad sweep of people involved in all-round strugg

e against the regine: O

those in security police detention |ast year 341 were school pupils, 117 college and univ

eraity studentt; 32 lecturers,

school principals and teachers; 67 political |eaders; 39 community workers; 10 journalist

s and 21 trade unionists

and workers.

SOLI DARI TY W TH SOUTH AFRI CAN PCLI Tl CAL PRI SONERS

The canpaign for the rel ease of Nel son Mandela and all political prisoners has one again

focused attention on the

barbaric policies of the Pretoria racists who keep nore than 500 political prisoners inca
rcerated i n Robben | dand and

other prisons. It has particularly enphasised the plight of the people's | eaders, serving
life sentences (and in South

Africa with no remission for ao-called "security prisoners", a life sentence nmeans inpris

onnent until death) who

have been in prison for up to 20 yearn

Recent information indicates that the nore than 15 wonen political prisoners have been no

ved to Pretoria centn

prison where they are being kept in alnost conplete isolation fromthe outside world. The

y have no accent to news-

papers, censored news broadcasts, recreational or sports facilities, and have been noved

fromvarious prisons w thout

the know edge of their famlies.

SCLI DARI TY WTH THE PRETORI A THREE

THEY MUST NOT D E

The passing of death sentences by the Pretoria Supreme Court on three ANC conbatants | ast
Noverber, has evoked

wor | d-wi de condemmation. On Novenber 15, 1980, Ncinbithi Lubisi ( 28), Petrua Mihigo (20)
and Napht hali Manana

(28) were found guilty of "high treason’'i and sentenced to death by the apartheid court.

Their six fellow conmbat ants

were sentenced to terns ranging tom 10 to 15 years.

BACKGROUND TO TRI AL

This action by the racist regine cane at the end of a year which had seen unparalled res

stance and struggle by the

fighting people of South Africa. School boycotts, rent strikes, bus boycotts, nationw de
action by the black working

clan, canpaigns for the releue of political prisoners - all these factors conpelled a des
perate regine to attenpt once

again to cow our people. The brilliant attack by conbatants of the people’ s arny, Unkhont
o we Sizwe, on the al

born coal plants at Sasol burg and Secunda in June, 1980, was yet another strong affirmati
on that power nust

i nevitably pass into the hands of the people.

FEATURES OF APARTHEI D t JUSTI CE

The trial involving the Pretoria Three displated all the characteristics of "legal" proce
edi ngs in Apartheid South

Africa. Wtnesses for the State gave their evidence in canera, while those on trial testi

fied about the torture they

had undergone at the hands of the notorious security police. Mses Ml ebatai described ho

w "a bag had been put

over his head and he felt as if he was suffocating. He had been | hocked by el ectrodes fix
ed to his head and hand-

cuffed in a squatting position to a bar".

The Pretoria Three were found guilty of an attack on a police station in Soehnekaar (in t
he Lebowa bant uat an)

whi ch took place in January of last year. Al though nobody waa killed during the arned pro
paganda action, the

Judge found that the three had "Intended" to harmthe policeman imde the Itation. G ving
evi dence in court.



WAV hnme- Mimwv wi t h t he peopl edt hear eawhohadheeni nol ud
hwm mw unm



SPI RI T OF RESI STANCE

Mat ched by the ringing crowd of relatives and supporters, the Pretoria trlaiiata displaye
d the spirit of reektanee

rynononoua with their people: Mile. The Pretoria Three were all products of the 1976 stud
ent um Lubh

expl ained that the right of young children nowed down in the streets of Soweto had neeeaa
iteted hi return to

South Attica "to fight for nmy righta".

After the death sentence: were paged, hundreda of people munded the Pretoria Supreme Cour

t singing nmom

longs in aoiidarlty with the triaiiata. I mmediate reaction to the death sentence: inside

the country included a

statement by the Wmena Federation of South Africa in which they declared their intention
to circulate |I petition

throughout the churches in South Africa in an effort to prevent judicial nurder by the ra
cist atate.

| NTERNATI ONAL ACTI ON MUST BE | NTENSI FI ED

The response by the international |oudarity novenent to the call for an emergency canpaig
ntolntheir line

was swift and effective. The | evel the canpaign has reached is reflected by the fact that
the leanity counci

of the United Nations net in special lesion to expren its grave concern over the death se
nt encea pened by the

Apartheid reginme. A: a sighatory to the Geneva conventions of 1949 and their Protocol 1 o

f 1977 on the

humanl ti arl an conduct of war, the African National Congress is calling on its supporters

to increaae the denand

for priaoner’ ot war atatua for captured tnedomfighters.

Aa the Pretoria Three wait on the outcone of their appeal against the death aentencea, a
grave teapom hlltty iiaa v

with the world s progressive and denocratic forces to ensure that the apartheid regine is
prevented horn nylv

out its crimnal nurder

SUPPORT THE CAMPAI GN TO SAVE THE PRETORI A THREE

URGE YOUR GOVERNVMVENT TO | NTERVENE!

1' Protest to P.W Botha, Union Buildings, Pretoria, South Attica

1' Send neager 'of solidarity to Mariana, Maahigo and Lubki, Pretoria Maximum Security Pr
ison, Pretoria, South

Atrica -

DEMAND PRI SONER OF WAR STATUS FOR THE PRETORIA 3 AND ALL CAPTURED FREEDOM FI GHTERS

RACI ST FORCES ABDUCT ANC MEMBERS FROM MOZAMBI QUE

On January 30, 1981, during the barbaric attack on ANC residences in Mtola, Myzanbique (
in which 12 ANC

nmenbers were killed), racist South African troops abducted three ANC nenbera: Sel by Mavua
0 (26), David Thobel

(26) and Thi be Ntaekang (25). Reports in the South African preaa suggest that the regine

is preparing to put them

on trial in connection with the SASOLBURG attack of |ast June.

The African National Congren ha appealed to the international conmunity TO TAKE URGENT AC
TION TO

SECURE THEI R RELEASE AND | MVEDI ATE HANDOVER TO THE GOVERNMENT OF MOZAMBI QUE



