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fei NE of the superstitions 
. Which dies hard among 

;the ‘Native peoples is the efficacy 
of so-called “cures” of disease. 
“Throwing the bones” and sucking 

  

‘blood from the cheek through al. 
\tube :are some of the practices 
,employed to “cure” blindness. 

’ “Much has been done by the Natal 
,jBantu Blind Society to counteract 
jsthese harmful superstitions. One old 
‘Native, living “out in the blue” in 
ithe Inanda district, who was over- 
‘taken by blindness, has regained his 

"sight: through the\ good oflices of the 
“Spelety, and he néw spends his days 
+palnting water-colour pictures of 

fative life, froni ‘thé sale of which 
‘manages to maintain himself, his 

  

    

he 
Frvtotally blind witgiod a large fainily 

vot children. 
‘His name is Simon Mnguni, and 
though he has had no. training 

whatever his. work 4g surprisingly 
At the foot of this colunin is 

nxexample of his art--a witchdoc- 
off “throwing the bones” for 
“benefit” of a blind Native. 

eT hear that the Bantu Blind 
Society proposes to make posters 
ffrom some of his pictures for propa- 

anda purposes. 
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,BANTU SHOW 
An Indian and Bantu Garrison 
eatre show, the first to be staged 

invDurban, was presented last night 

in, 
‘he mést popular feature of the 

ening was the Ngoma dance led by 
ikwill Ganyaza. ‘This was Lever 
ros,’ championship team for 1041 
nd despite the area of the stage 

de. an impressive spectacle, An- 
ther notable item was the Bantu 
reeting song, "“Xaula,” by the Mid- 

night Strutters, presented in modern- 
ised form. 

A delightfully whimsicai sketch, 
“Qomisa,” depicting a young Zulu 

lwas in traditional dress and well 
handled. 
» B, R. Singh and his troupe per- 
formed’ a very beautiful Krishna 
Leela ballet in’ traditional costumes. 
Based on old Indian paintings, this 
[was-made outstanding by the delicate 
‘movements of P. R. Singh's dancing. 
‘The 8. N. S. Sabla Girls’ Chorus sang 
in Tamil accompanied, by the Sabha 

  

  Girls’ Orchestra, conducted = by 

. 
PRODUCED SY THE 

KILLIE CAMPBELL AFRICANA LIBRARY 
FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES 

  

  

  

  

Here is a reproduction of one of the water 
‘once blinded Native refqzred to xbove under the ding 
It shows a witch doctor attempting to cure a blind Native by 
Ing the bones.” |, , fe 

[fercury 5/4. 

  

“Behold the wiquenchable fire , 
(The 8.A.A.F.) 

Which envelops all 
mountains, 

And gives relief to jaded 
; warriors, 

    

   

‘This Zulu song of praiso to the 
S.A.A.F. was chanted impromptu 
the other, night by Mpanza, tho 
Zulu who reads the nightly war 
news bulletins over the radio to 
his countrymen, Pree a 

fay «ers? Tarn 
| They “Died” With - 

. Their Sacks On 
The Junior Certificate classes of 

the Inanda Seminary in Durban 
recently acted “Julius Caesar.” 
Here is an account of it, written: 
for a local Zulu paper by Maggle | 
Shobede, who took the part of} 
Julius Caekar:— ' 

8 the play was staged out- 
doors, the stage was the front of 
the Industrial Building. There was 

House at the back of 
and outside were statues 

of Caesar and Foutney 
lay was made up of five acts,: 
here were one or two re-arrange- 
ments of the stage. 

‘The costumes were so realistic- 
ally made that the performers 
appeared as it they were real 
Romans. Caesar, the main charac- 
ter in the play, wore a purple 
mantle decorate ah gold de- 
signs. On his head he had a crown 

of ig leaves. “The citizens 
wore white togas made of two 
sheets joined together. The shoes, 
which all the performers had on 
were of sacking, and they showed 
@ great deal of skill on the part 
of the makers. | 

“The soldiers showed a wonder- | 
ful display in thelr armour of 
sacking, their silver hats of paper 
with red and purple plumes, thelr | 
silver shields of grass mats, andi 
their long spears of bamboo and 
silver points. | 

“In acting, all the performers) 
did very well. Those who were 
killing did the killing seriously, 
and those who were dying ata it 
as If they were really dying. There; 
were two running acenes of tho 

soldiers and this interested most 
of the spectators. Everyone had 
mastered’ her speech, ahd so, al- 
though there were some long ones, 
they were, uttered wee hesl- 
tating.” B ‘< 1 e 1Os' 

    

    

   
  

   

  
    

  

wiIsiGongo to S.A.A. 
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Warrtors of Abyssinia, 
Who on seeing it sought their 

shields 
Amid the acclamation of their 

women folk; 
Beholding men of a man, 
By name Gasa the aggressive. 

one, fo 
Famous for his armoured ~~ 

chariots, 
For he flew and disappeared 

bevord Kenya; 
He thescockroach that 

penetrated 
The ears of Mussolini, 
And denied sleep to 

warriors; 
The unquenchable fire which 

devours the ‘foo 
And blends itself 
With the King’s Stone 

Crushers” (The Royal 
Air Force). 

his 

A_BIG TREAT 
FOR THE WHOLE 
FAMILY ! 

  

INGOMA 

(ZULU DANCING) 
TEAMS COMPRISE 

1, MKETSHEZ! ZULU 
2. KYANJANA NZUZA 
3. SIKWILI GANYAZA 
4. MANEGUDU_ ZUNGU 
5. GINGER BEER MSANE 
6. NOMASEKENI LuTuLi| 

' 
DON’T MISS THIS 
‘GREAT PERFORMANCE 

| SUNDAY 
NEXT 

Gates Open at — 
2.30 p.m. 

KINGSMEAD,, 
GROUND | 
ADMISSION ; 
STANDS 2/- 

  

  To any other part of Ground 
1 

TOTAL PROCEEDS WITHOUT 
DEDUCTION TO 8.A. GIFTS 

AND COMFORTS FUND 

7 4 
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a Iv] Aly /ONDON, April 13, 

‘ZULU DANCE| 
IN DURBAN 
vgs 2. Tau: pa, 

Six teams of Zulu dancers took 
part in a spectacular Ingoma 
dance at , Kingsmead, Durban, 
yesterday ‘afternoon.’ The !per- 
formance was arranged by the 

Durban branch of African Con-! 
solidated Theatres on behalf of 
the Ouma: Birthday Fund insti- 
tuted by Mrs. I, W. Schlesinger. | 

|. The Native dancers, led respec- 
‘\tively by Mketshezi Zulu, Kya- 
injana Nzuza,, Sikwill Ganyaza, 
Manegudu Zungu, Ginger Beer 
Msane and Nomasekeni Lutuli, 
'gave' their services free. This year 
the dancing was not. competitive, 
but was given as an exhibition 
\of the teams’ ability. 
' Messrs. Lever Bros. provided 
the ‘transport for the, Lever’ 
Natives, who were dressed in im- 
pressive tribal costume. Where 
possible the teams attempted to 
‘achieve uniformity in regalia; 
though where some dancers were 
forced to participate in “civilian” 
dress this in no way detracted 
‘from their zeal: : 

The Municipal Native Affairs 
|Department co-operated with 
‘African: ‘Theatres in securing the 
teams. | 

    

Before the performance the 
‘pipe band of a famous visiting 

paraded, followed by" regiment 
the band’ of the Women’s Volun- 

\ltary Air Force. The W.V.AF. 
\lwere also responsible for the col- 
\lections; which were undertaken 
jfwith the aid of large squares of 
material intended as targets for 
the marksmanship, of the crowd.,» 

‘Many of the collectors were 
‘forced to dodge smartly before a; 
cascade of coins. ee 

One of the incidental highlights | * 
Jof the show was the spectacle of fy 
jlan earnest-looking brown og] « 
i|thoughtfully nibbling at the 
anklet beads of the rear dancer 
belonging to one of the teams 
while they were making their 
entrance. Despite all the dancer’s| * 
efforts, he could not throw the}. 
dog off his trail until a sudden 
wrench tore the anklet adrift, 
whereupon! the dog returned to} 
the stand with an air of triump 

land a mouth full of beads. 
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| DURBAN. ZULU" 
TO BROADCAST: 

__ TO BRITAIN 
From Our Own Correspondent 

   

+ | Twenty -elght year-old . Zulu’ |SInger, Victor Mcunu, from Dur- 
*, |ban, will broadcast on the Third _|Programme of the BBC. on; * [April 21, 

| ‘The broadcast will last 20 jminutes and Meunu will illustrate, 'by his songs the folklore and cus- jtoms of his people, ; | He has been here just over a: year and by day works in the dis-. patching section of large 
tha. At | 

  

chemist in the West 
ight he attends lessons in singing | and the piano and hopes in time! ,|to take @ musical diploma. | Victor Mcunu broadcast several {times for the South African | Broadcasting Corporation and he Js hoping that the B.B.C. will en- gage him again as the fee from them helps to pay for his musical |studies. He has no idea when he {will be returning home, but sald he would not go before ho har’ jobtained his diploma here, 

i Seeneegmenennaseenene TT 

  

$
0
9
~
-
N
o
a
e
-
i
 
a
0
 
S
n
v
 

  
  

 


