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Joe Maseko has
taught himself
many things -
not least of
which is that
there is beauty
wherever you .
want to see it.
This philoscphy
has helped him
fight against a
lack of
education and
inakea ™~ 5
success of
siimself as an
artist

by IKE MOTSAPI

JOE

" school,

photographs by DUMI NDLOVU

dfwlﬂby. OME people with
B little, or no, :
¥A education don't
7 try hard 1o do
anything with their lives —
others try constantly to
upgrade themselves. Artist
Joe Maseko is one of these
people.

Although he only went
as far as Standard 1 at

10 paint with watercolours,
learned to speak and write
English by practising and
correcting himself with the
"help of a tape recorder,
and through township
scenes painted on paper
and cardboard has built
himself an amazing
success story.

'l didn't get very far at
school, so my main form of
communication was
through drawing,” says

|Painting his W”y to

A

Joe taught himself .
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Joe who started painting
— mainly with
watercolours — in 19597
Hungry for knowledge, Joe
started reading art books
and studying the great
painters of every age. He
taught himself art
technigues and the history
of art by borrowing books
and spending long hours
studying in mumc pa!
libraries.

It was then that Joe
realised that township
scenes needed to be put
into drawings so that
others could see them.
Today township scenes are
his main subject matter.

“There is beauty even in
ugliness,” says Joe, “it
depends entirely how
people learn to see things.
This is what | am trying to
do — to let people learn

<4 Joe and a friend having

a chat. Behind them are
some of Joe’s paintings.

Joe tells us about one of
his ambitions — to study
with great artists in
America and Europe
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through my paintings.
There is beauty
everywhere if you want to
see it.” !

Joe has experienced
both important
achievements and
disappointments in his
career,

His early artistic career
began with him exhibiting
his township scene
paintings at the Joubert
Park Artists Under The
Sun Exhibitions. His
inclusion in the 1961
“Fame And Promises”
Exhibition at the Alder
Fielding Gallery really got
his career going because .
he made a good
impression on arl critics,
One of the highlights of his
early career was an
exhibition of his works at

the Hilton Hotel in Denver,
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Colorado, USA in 1973.
Today, with 20 years of art
experience behind him,
Joe can boast of one-man
art exhibitions of his waork
in West Germany, USA
and in Cape Town and
Johannesburg.

There have been the bad
times, too. Like when Joe
was asked to mave out cf
the Colosseum Theatre in
Johannesburg, (from
where he was running a
gallery called The Art
Mart), because it was due
to be demolished to make
way for a supermarket. He
saw his dreams of owning
a .+ z2ryinthe centre of "
town crash, but he didn’t
let it affect him too much,

It's
important _
o
gncourage
Young
artists and
to make
i..e public
appreciate
ouUr own

art more

Today he still has hopes to
open up a gallery of his e
own and is in fact planning

. to do so with the help of

some of his admirers. Mr
Steve Burger, Director of
Community Development
with-the West Rand
Development Board, told -
me that he was doing his .
best to help Joe — whom

he thinks of as one of the
finest artists around —
make his dream come lrue.

Talking about the gallery
he plans to open in his
backyard, Joe says: “This
is the first time that so
many people who are
interested in my work are
trying to help me. | know
there wiil be a lot of
changes in my work. | have
a lot of feelings inside me
which | have no idea how
to paint. | do not know how
to learn 1o interpret these
feelings except by talking.
to and working with great
artists.”

He adds that the gallery
will be a good thing
because many — both
local and overseas —
visitors cram into his tiny
Orlando home to buy or
placé orders for their own
works of art. “With the
establishment of the art

.gallery tourists will be able

1o go home with
something authentically
African,” he says.

Joe hopes to encourage.
young Black artists, and to
draw attention to their
work through the gatlery.
He also feels it is
important to encourage
young Black artists 16 -
make the Black public
aware of what they are’
achieving, at the same
time as making the general
public more appreciative of
indigenous art.

An equally important

point, in Joe's mind, isto -

the Black
vare of the
crattasan
investinent — not only a
financial one but a cultural
one as well.

_ "That way children will
grow up in an environment
rich in their own history,
culture and traditions,”
says this very special man
who has beaten the odds
to make a success of
himself. i
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| with Trans-World...

The trufy International Coege.
Study comfortably at home for litlle cost (fees can be
paid in Rand) and you could join our successful
students from all over the world and improve your job
prospects in five or six months. ACT NOW before it's
too late. Courses offered in :-

MAKAREMENT COURSES — TROPICAL AGRICULTURE
LEARKING EHGLISH — ACCOUNTS — BUSINESS STUDIES
FAOTOR YEHICLE MECHANICS — JOURKALSH - TEACHING
SALESHMANSHIP ~ SECRETARIAL DUTIES - &.C.E. O'LEVEL

For your FREE prospectus on hom 2 study Courses, fill
in the coupon and send this whole advertisement to
our local address TODAY :- 3

ohonefficiency Business Training Cenire
DEPT. RSA D7M, B7 LOVEDAY STREET, JOHANNESBURG 2001,
or P.O. BOX 9320, JOHANNESBURG 2000 TELEPHONE: (011) 838 - 7331

f | [ ACCRIDITLD BY THE COUNCIL $OR THL ACCALDITATION OF CORR( SPOMOH NCE COLLEGLS (L0400 oo |

>, TRANS-WORLD
S TUTORIAL GOLLEGE,

== P.0.BOX 42, JERSEY, GT. BRITAIN

, NAME Mr /Mcs/Miss
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GERMISTON
TEL: B25-6232

and selling the vory [nest fazhioned quality garmeats o1 the lowes .
prices ever, Ouw experira m rhus freld of lashion marketing make us
beaders yet 10 be challenged.

Siockizts of cloctung medicines, blankets. hnen atc
WRITE IN FOR YOUR FREE PRICE-LIST — AND KNOW HOW

WMOLESALERS

{ P.O.BOX 11186, GERMEX 1409

...............................................................

We are “"STARS™ m tha freid of wholetsle mail order Join 0w wanneng
1eam of "Supersia«” satoimen & operdle your own business by bunng

FREE HOUSE PLANS

FREE TAXJ LICENCE
APPLICATIONS

— 4 R FREE WATCHES
1've bown hetped I've been

We have all besn hem by ;
TOP SEVEN CONSULTANTS (PTY) LTD

DO YOU WANT ADVICE ON:

Busness?
TOP SEVEK CONSULTANTS (PTY) LTD can adwies you (ond your {amily — Incuding
peoblems and many mors — Bnd In your oen lenguege 1ol ALL THES FOA OHLY R10.00 PER MONTH

COuTRe ON CAsss(ie oo (ueusl price R120.00y
1400 (2nd Moor, Procidont Towsrs, President Sireed, Gormietan) -

MNAME.

& Mooy Provies ¢ How 10 pot 8 ken ¢ House Bulideg Puvs o Buyng 8 Car or comitn @ Uicsnoa Prod-
s » Sick Pay and Umempioyment knew encs Problermns ¢ Iryunss o ork o Drnang Schocte a  Bamenesd
mwmw-mm.mm.?wmwmawvaxo«

YOt porects) on 5 hesd

PLUS » Aiunopydmnmu'mmwabﬁm'nm""mwMmmm"'mw
udnyoufprmmMWM"WNhWMNWM'N"mW
epers youreet! kr & JOD interviow™ w  Free hoveshuSdrg pinns ahel 0ns yoor » Fres Tax Appticatons woth
P250.00 aher two yas & Froe blankets e ﬁumrm-wmmnmm—mm
money o Ooods at Grecount prices o Free wesches w Fres drnng achool repoas = Froe learnens boonte

For Outass Of [Nes farmastic BOVIBOrY barvics, wins to YO BEYEN COMBULTANTS (PTY) LISATED, Box 445,
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