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Farewell to Mobil 
HE news of Mobil’s disinvest- 
ment tends to confirm what 
this newspaper has been say- 
ing for a long time: direct 

commercial relations with the Unit- 
ed States have become virtually un- 
tenable, and all American com- 
panies can be expected (whatever 
they may be saying now) to with- 
draw from this country. That the 
loss to this country of its American 
connections will be great, and to the 
US insignificant, is trite, but irrele- 
vant. It means simply that SA must 
make a big adjustment, the Ameri- 

- cans a small adjustment, as they 
wave each other goodbye. 

Naturally, it would have been 
better to avoid this sad outcome but 
realities must be faced. The ques- 
tion is not what we should have 
done, but what we must do now to 
deal with the situation. 

The prospect of more major 
American disinvestments on a com- 
parable scale to Mobil’s raises the 
question whether South Africa — 
both its government and its private 
sector — are handling the matter 
sensibly. Often South African com- 
panies have ended up bidding 

- against each other for the assets of 
- departing Americans ‘when they 

- might, if they cooperated, minimise 
the costs. < .~ = 73 

In the case of oil or other strate- 
- gic investments, it may be sensible 

for government, the local chemical 
companies, and possibly the mining 
houses, to get together and to pre- 
empt disinvestment moves by mak- 
ing their own offer to buy US-owned 
assets. With only one possible buyer 
in the field, it would be feasible to 

negotiate terms for withdrawal — or to pitch the offer low and let the 
seller squirm while his toes were 
held to the fire by Congressman 
Charles Rangel, Senator Edward 
Kennedy, and other such friendly 
folk. 

For the trades unions and other 
workers, Mobil’s withdrawal spells a warning: the consequences of the 
disinvestment and sanctions cam- 
paigns are unforeseeable, and be- 
yond control. There is no way to limit the damage that may in the 
end be done to the South African 
economy, to the workers them- selves, and to the prospects for the 
future. Mobil’s withdrawal will de- 
prive black South Africans of an- 
other American friend, but that is the least of the damage. 

In the longer term, each of these 
withdrawals contributes to the 
marginalisation of South Africa. Al- 
ready it is evident that some Ameri- 
cans, contemplating the loss of 
South African trade as well as in- 
vestment, are now -vengefully de- 
termined to cut off the trade and 
investment of third countries. 
Japan is but the first of those coun- 
tries ‘to endure American wrath; 
others will in due course come un- der pressure. ' 

No sensible person argues any 
more that this will somehow bring 
about liberation. All the evidence is 
that it will damage SA and its eco- nomy, throw people out of jobs, and 
cripple the long-term development 
of the country, reducing the life’s 
chances of every South African, 
black more than white. Unless 
Archbishop Desmond Tuty decides 
to call off the hounds. -   

  

  
 



  

BUSINESS DAY, Thursday, April 27 1989 

  

  

  

  

COMMENT 
s T 

Farewell 
HE news of Mobil’s disinvest- 
ment tends to confirm what 

 this newspaper has been say- 
ing for a long time: direct 

commercial relations with the Unit- 
ed States have become virtually un- 
tenable, and all American com- 
panies can be expected (whatever 
they may be saying now) to with- 
draw from this country. That the 
loss to this country of its American 
connections will be great, and to the 
US insignificant, is trite, but irrele- 
vant. It means simply that SA must 
make a big adjustment, the Ameri- 
cans a small adjustment, as they 
wave each other goodbye. 

Naturally, it would have been 
better to avoid this sad outcome but 
realities must be faced. The ques- 
tion is not what we should have 
done, but what we must do now to 
deal with the situation. 

The prospect of more major 
American disinvestments on a com- 
parable scale to Mobil’s raises the 
question whether South Africa — 
both its government and its private 
sector — are handling the matter 
sensibly. Often South African com- 
panies have ended up bidding 

| against each other for the assets of 
departing Americans when they 
might, if they cooperated, minimise 
the costs. 

In the case of oil or other strate- 
gic investments, it may be sensible 
for government, the local chemical 
companies, and possibly the mining 
houses, to get together and to pre- 
empt disinvestment moves by mak- 
ing their own offer to buy US-owned 
assets. With only one possible buyer 
in the field, it would be feasible to 

to Mobil 
negotiate terms for withdrawal — 
or to pitch the offer low and let the 
seller squirm while his toes were 
held to the fire by Congressman 
Charles Rangel, Senator Edward 
Kennedy, and other such friendly 
folk. 

For the trades unions and other 
workers, Mobil’s withdrawal spells 
a warning: the consequences of the 
disinvestment and sanctions cam- 
paigns are unforeseeable, and be- 
yond control. There is no way to 
limit the damage that may in the 
end be done to the South African 
economy, to the workers them- 
selves, and to the prospects for the 
future. Mobil’s withdrawal will de- 
prive black South Africans of an- 
other American friend, but that is 
the least of the damage. : 

In the longer term, each of these 
withdrawals contributes to the 
marginalisation of South Africa. Al- 
ready it is evident that some Ameri- 
cans, contemplating the loss of 
South African trade as well as in- 
vestment, are now vengefully de- 
termined to cut off the trade and 
investment of third countries. 
Japan is but the first of those coun- 
tries to endure American wrath; 
others will in due course come un- 
der pressure. 

No sensible person argues any 
more that this will somehow bring 
about liberation. All the evidence is 
that it will damage SA and its eco- 
nomy, throw people out of jobs, and 
cripple the long-term development 
of the country, reducing the life’s 
chances of every South African, 
black more than white. Unless 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu decides 
to call off the hounds. 

 



  

HE institute 

. has questioned 
figures: given 

by both the Bureau for 
Information and 
agents of the Govern- 
ment on the number of 
blacks who voted in 
the 1988 municipal 
elections. 

In a publication 
entitled Fragile Figures - 
the 1988 PWV Township 

Elections, the institute’s 
research officer, Mr 
Harry Mashabela, con- 

- cludes that fewer than 
‘one in five residents in 

" the PWV voted. 
The research covers 26 

" Black Local Authorities 
in which the elections 

“were held. : 
Mr Mashabela says 

both the Government 
and its opponents 
considered the October 
elections in the town- 

ships as perhaps the most 
important in the 

country’s history. 
He says: “For the 

Government the town- 
ship polls were a test of 
the security strategy it 
had followed -in~ these 
areas, particularly after 
the declaration of the 
state of emergency in 
June 1986. ; 

“It had repeatedly 
claimed that intimida- 
tion by ‘radicals’ in 
African areas was 
responsible for low polls 
for the black local 
authorities, which 

remain the chief channel 
for African political 
representation outside 
the homelands. 

“The elections were a 

test of this claim: if it was 
accurate, and if security 
strategy had succeeded in 
stifling opposition, large 
numbers of residents 
should have turned out 

to vote.” 
Mashabela also notes 

that the Government had 

taken additional steps to 
ensure a higher poll — it 
outlawed campaigns 
against voting, intro- 

* duced the prior vote 

  

Did fewer resi- 
dents than expect- 
ed vote in the 1988 
municipal elections 
or, as the Govern- 
ment claims, more 
blacks voted last 
year? 

A survey by the 
South African Insti- 
tute of Race Rela- 
tions has attempted 
to answer these 
questions. 
  

system, giving voters 10 

days to cast their votes 

before polling day, and 

stationed the army and 

the police in the 

townships. 
““It also ran an 

expensive publicity 

campaign to persuade 

residents to vote and 
granted the municipal 
vote to inhabitants of 
informal settlements 
which fall within local 
authority boundaries. In 

townships such as 
Soweto, these ‘squatters’ 
made up a large 
proportion of those 
voted.” : 

Mashabela says three 

possible explanations 
could be given if a higher 
poll was not achieved: 
® Security  action was 
not successful. Although 
it appears to have stifled 
organised campaigns for 
a boycott, the period 
prior to the election was 
marked by insurgency 
attacks on local autho- 
rity property and, 
allegedly, on at least one 
building which was, 
according to rumour, to 
serve as a polling station. 

VOTERS at a polling booth in sQNOto,x i 

By THEMBA 

    
  

MOLEFE 

tional stfucture and fof 

the* ‘reform’ prodess 

which it initiated. ©!3¢ 
10{ec 

“Its opponents, on \ 

other hand, insist that, 

when measured against | 

the total adult popula- 

tion of the townships, the 
proportion of people 

who voted was lower 

than it was last time."”,, 

Mr. Mashabela also 
questions the methéd 
used by the Government 
to determine the 

-percentage poll in 'the 
townships. He concludes 
that in the township 
polls, the large number of 
uncotested wards re- 
duces the reliability of 

| this method. 

ey e ; 7 
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Voters 
“It is conceivable that 

these incidents may have 
deterred potential voters 
from voting. However, 
there is no concrete 
evidence that these 
incidents did have a 
significant effect on the 
polls and conclusions as 
to their effect must 
therefore remain specu- 
lative. 

“After the election, 
police statements indica- - 

- ted that there had been 
relatively little ‘intimi- 
dation’. 

“This implies that few 
people were coerced into 
staying. away from the 
polls. : 
® “While the poiice and 
defence force presence at 
the polls was designed to 

allay voters’ fears, it is 

conceivable that, in some 

cases, it had the opposite 

effect. 
“Instead of convincing 

residents that it was safe 
to vote, it might have led 
some to believe that there 
was a serious likelihood 

of unrest at polling 
stations and that it was, 
therefore, safer to stay 

. away from the polls. | 
Again, this possibility 
must remain a matter for | 
speculation in the 
absence of detailed 
evidence either for. or 

_against, 
® The most plausible 
reason is that the official 
local government system 
had failed to win greater 
active participation even 
in circumstances which 
were conducive to 
participation and that 
security action had failed 
to confer legitimacy on 
the 
chosen structures in the 
townships.” 

The writer notes that 
the Government insists 
that the poll was higher 
than that in the 1983 
elections. 

“It believes that it 
- confirmed growing 
support among township 
residents for its constitu- 

  

Government’s 

  

Wards 
“Little more than half 

~ the wards in the PWV — 
175 out of 321 — were 
contested, either because 
only one candidate was 
nominated or because 
none were. 

‘““In most PWV 
townships, at least a third 
of the wards were 
uncontested and- in 
several the proportion of 
uncontrolled wards was 
so high that the number 
of people who had the 
opportunity to vote were 
a.minority of registere 
voters. : 

“It cannot be assumed 
that, had the majority 
had the opportunity to 
vote, the same percen- 
tage — or even a similar 
one — would actually 
have done so.” - 

Mashabela concludes 
the survey by saying: 

“Far from indicating 
an endorsement of the 
present constitutional 
system, the polls suggest 

. that the Government is 
unlikely to achieve long- 
term stability in the 
townships unless it is 
willing to alter the 
present local government 

_ system significantly. 
It must begin dealing 

with all township groups, 
~including those whc 
oppose the system, inar 
‘attempt’ to frame” 
alternative which ¢ 

- wider support.  
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‘ . DVERTISE- 
J MENTS pro- 

moting skin 

lighteners have suc- 

ceeded in bringing 

money for manufactur- 

ers and sellers, but 

scientific tests have 

proved that they 

damage the skins of 

those using them. 

The skin-lightening 

industry in South 

Africa is believed to be 

worth about R80 

million a year and 

employs thousands of 

JSOWETAN Thursday Apfll 27 1989 

Skin ||ghteners 
do damage- 

people Yet the perm- 

anent damage to the 

skin has prompted the 

medical fraternity to 

call for its ban. 
The controversy 

around the use of skin - 

creams seems to revolve 

around an ingredient 

called hydroquinone (a 

chemical which bleach- 

es one’s skin). This 

R o 

cher‘mcal ‘removes the 

cells resulting in the 

skin being dark. 
According to Dr 

James Phillips, of the 
department of anatom- 

ical pathology at the 

Ry 

r—— 

7. \M g Heltlls] 

By MOKGADI PELA 

  

South African Institute 

for Medical Research, 

with prolonged use, the 

skin darkens. 

“It becomes coarse, 

with small raised 

bumps which- eventu- 

ally join to form larger 

raised areas.” 

“As far as medical 

science is concerned 

those changes are 

——————— 

permanent and irre- 

versible,” Dr Phillips 

said. 
He said because of 

- the pressure exerted by 

the medical sphere, in 

1982 the concentration 

of hydroquinone in 

cosmetics was limited 

to two percent. 

Most users of skin 

lighteners among 

blacks argue that they 

want to look beautiful. 

According to 

March issue of the 

London-based publica- 

tion, New African, 

black women have been 

- brainwashed that white 

is beautiful. 

They therefore 

believe that beauty can- 

only be approxxmated 

by them if the skin is 

made as light as 

possible. o 

It was for this reason 

' that in the 70s the Black 

Consciousness Move- 
ment popularised the 
slogan Black is Beauti- 

  

the 

‘the 

      

A PRETTY face like this could be damaged by 

skin creams. 

ful to restore confidence 
and pride among 
blacks. 

The slogan reminded 

blacks that by seeking 
to run away from 
themselves and emulate 
whites they insulted the 
intelligence of whoever 
created them black. 

Advertisers have for 
‘a long time had a field 

day in' convincing 
women to buy skin 

- creams. This they did 
by using enticing 
language which capital- 
ised on the gullibility of 

buyers. So the 

pressure by several 
health bodies and 
women’s groups en- 
sured that the situation 
did not continue for 

      

    

  

ever. 
After relentless 

pressure by various 

groups and medical 

scientists, the Depart- 

ment of National 

Health and Population 

Development announ- 

ced on July 1 last year 

that products contain- 

ing hydroquinone 
would be banned. - 

But only months 

later, the decision was 

reversed and the ban 

was postponed to 1991. 

The Government said 

the postponement was 

due to “‘health, 

economic and legai 

reasons.”



- bhig Teversal angered | many beople who 

been allowed ¢ 80 so Tk 
Pharmacigs also DProtested , 
€ Nata] Wh. Chemiss   
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WHITE mine and 
lfactory workers should 
be spared the ‘“humilia- 
'tion”’ of having to share 
toilets and washroom 
facilities with other 

races, . 
(CP, G’arletonfllle) 
said in Parliament 
yesterday. :   

Arrie Paulus 

ARING 

  

        
duced in parliament to 

CP M P C'a'ms an ~o¢ _@’protcct whites from the 

Speaking during a 
mini-interpellation de- 
bate, he accused the 
Government of shirking 

- its responsibility to 
protect white workers. 

‘However, Deputy 
Minister of : Economic 

  

—
 

  

Affairs and Technology, 
Mr George Bartlett, said 
the Government’s regul- 
‘ations were no longer 

' prescriptive, but pro- 
vided the framework for 

_negotiations between 
employers and employ- 

" ees on this issue. 

He said: “We do not 

‘believe in forcing, and 

neither should we enforce 

segregation. 

The CP’s ob]cctlon to 
sharing facilities was 
‘slammed by Democratic 

| Party MP for Constantia, 
_Mr Roger Hulley as “the 
 profoundest insult to 
other human beings of 
another colour. This 
implies that skin colour is 
like 
(:ontgglon a 

some kind of 

“humiliation of being 
forced to share facili- 
ties.” : 

He asked: ‘““Are the 
National Party prcpmed 
to share the toilets in 
‘their homes w1th their . 
servants? Why ust the | 

white worker in South 

Africa suffer humilia- 

tion?” 

He said if the CP came 

to power they would 
ensure “white workers | 
have their rights.2%e. = 

But Mr Bartlett said: 
“We do not belicve that 
the Government should 

dictate to compani and_ 

    

matter can be easily 
resolved by all concern- 

-.' ed.” 

The CP’s concern | 

sufficient for it to be 

| “clevated to the subject 
1 of an interpellation . 
| surely outside South 
Africa, only Monty | 
Python would consider 
this worthy as a public 
issue.” 

But Mr Paulus said a 
law - should be intro- 

| about sharing toilets was 

  
  

 



    

SoW erend 

RISE 
Cosatu, UDF to 

uth African Trade Unions and UDF 

orted fresh attempts to end violence in 

here more than 1 000 people have died 

3 TEfiE Congress of So 

affiliates yesterday supp 

 Maritzburg'’s townships w 

in elashes. 

_~Addressing a Press 
‘conference in Johan- 

nesburg, representa- 

' tives of these organisa- 

‘tions said they were 

‘prepared to attend a 

f‘preparatory meet- 

ing’>. with Inkatha to 

pave the way for a 
peace conference 

involving the warring 

factions. 

The call comes in the 

wake of a plea to 

community organisa- 
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CHIEF BUTHELEZI 

meet Inkatha 

By LEN MASEKO 

tions by KwaZulu’s 
Chief Minister Mangosu- 
thu Buthelezi that a 
massive drive be 

launched to end the 

killings. 
“While 

the UDF largely share a 

common political posi- 

tion which differs from 

that of Inkatha, all three 

organisations share an 
abhorrence of apartheid 
and are committed to 

    

Cosatu and' 

achieving peace in 
Natal”’, Cosatu and the 

UDF affiliates said in a 

statement. 

The “mass democratic 

movement’’ was consult- 

ing with its constituen- 

cies on the issue. 

The Minister of Law 

and Order, Mr Adriaan 

Vlok, came under fire at 

yesterday’s conference 

for the ‘‘iron fist”’ 

operation he . has 

earmarked for Natal’s 

townships. 

The organisations 

condemned Mr Vlok’s 

“jron-fisted’’ approach 

towards the violence in 

the area, saying: “It 

would seem to us that 

when we are on the verge 

of a major political 

initiative to break |/ 

through the cycle of | 

violence, the apartheid | 

State has moved system- 

atically to undermine the 

_ political process that we 
are engaged in. 

“It would seem to us 

that the Government 

never learns from its | 

errors of the past,” they 
37 T s - 
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Théy killed during ‘orgy of violence’ 
  

Plea for men ‘in /- 

war of liberation’ | 
By Jo-Anne Collinge 

Three African National Congress men con- 
victed of murder were “trying to bring about 
an integration rather than a disintegration of 
society” and they should not be sentenced to 
death, counsel for the parents of the men in 
the Delmas Supreme Court dock argued yes- 
terday. : 

Mr Dennis Kuny SC told Mr Justice de Klerk he 
was not asking him to condone killing but to 
attempt to understand that the three men had 
been ‘“acting as soldiers in-a-war of liberation, 
under orders”. ; 

The three men convicted of murder are Jabu 
Masina, TingTing Masango and Neo Potsane. Un- 
less the judge finds that there were mitigating 
circumstances, he has no option but to impose the 
death penalty. 

Refused to defend themselves 

The men have refused to defend themselves at 
“all stages of the trial, arguing that they should be 
treated as PoWs and not tried in a criminal court. 

In an unprecedented move their parents this 
week instructed counsel to present evidence in 
mitigation. 

Sentence will be passed today. 
A fourth man, Joseph Makhura, has with the 

others been convicted of multiple counts of 
attempted murder arising from a limpet mine 

  

blast at Silverton and a landmine explosion at 
Soshanguve in 1986. ] 

Killed by the first three men were Detective 

Sergeant Orphan “Hlubi” Chaphi, in 1978, and 

Constable Sinki Vuma, and a kaNgwane politi- 

cian, David Lukhele, in 1986. Mr Lukhele’s sister- 

in-law was also killed. g 
Mr Kuny argued that the judge’s task was to 

decide whether there were factors present which, 

in the eyes of the average reasonable person, 

might diminish the moral blameworthiness of 

Masina, Masango and Potsane. 

The judgment of the ‘“reasonable man” should 

be seen in the context of the black community 

where the killings took place, he said. 

It was an “unfortunate fact” that the men were 

being tried in an all-white court and that whites 

“cannot begin to imagine” the circumstances of 

people growing up in the black townships. 

Nonetheless, said Mr Kuny, it was the task of 

the court officers to project themselves into those 

alien conditions. 
Mr Kuny argued there had been evidence that | 

“during 1976 and again in 1985/6 conditions of ex- 

treme violence prevailed in the townships. In 

such an “orgy of violence” it was hard to know 

how to judge where, moral responsibility began 

and ended, said Mr Kuny. 
He observed that when the policeman known as 

“Hlubi” was killed in 1978, Masina had carried out 

an act “which was met at the time with a certain 
  1 amount of public approval”. 

Mr Kuny argued that the men 
were not like ordinary crimi- 

nals. “They face their fate with 
a great deal of courage and de- 

termination.” 

Executing them would have 
no deterrent value. “People who 
act with the kind of courage that 
these people do are not going to 
be deterred by the death penal- 
ty'” 

The prosecutor, Mr H Prins- 
loo SC, said the men had 
“planned, cold-blooded mur- 
ders” which they had carried 
out in pursuit of their political 
objectives. 

He said that if extenuation 
were found in this case it would 
mean that people could “com- 
mit murder left and right” and 
simply claim that they were 
trained ANC members acting on 
instruction. " 
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US Congress divided | 
over help 
WASHINGTON — A fierce battle has erupted in the US Congress over the issue of continued American financial and other assistance for the Angolan rebel movement Unita. ‘ Supporters of Dr Jonas Savimbi’s liberation move- ment are pressing the US administration and Con- gress for a 50 percent raise in financial aid to $45 mil- lion (R113 million) in the coming financial year. Last year the US transferred an estimated $30 mil- lion (R76 million) to Unita. The money is budgeted as covert assistance as it does not come from the nor- mal US State Department’s African-aid account. Unita itself is pushing for a big boost in aid on the basis that South Africa’s assistance to the rebel group has been severed by the regional peace agree- - ments that Pretoria signed with Luanda and Havana. 

Internal reconciliation 
' Angola’s MPLA 
work trying to persuade Washington to cut back its aid to Unita if it really is serious about getting inter- 

  

' nal reconciliation in the country off the ground. The House of Representatives and the Senate intel- ligence committee are this week considering the question of covert aid to Unita. : But there are powerful forces working from within Congress to isolate Unita and cut future aid to it. One of the leading members of this group is Mr _Howag‘d Wolpe, chairman of the House Foreign Rela- 

government, however, is hard at. 

for Unita 
tions Subcommittee on Africa, who is trying to get the full House to debate allegations of atrocities by Unita, including allegations that Dr Savimbi persona- 1lly viewed the burning to death of Unita dissidents, In recent months there has been an escalation of the propaganda campaign against Unita with major efforts being made to portray the movemefit | as a gang of cut-throat gangsters who press-gang vilians into its armed forces and on to its farms. Unita is meanwhile putting up a strong case for increase in American monetary and other assistan High on the Unita list is a request for more a better arms, including the second generation of Sting- er anti-aircraft missiles, long-range artillery pi and anti-tank weapons. 
Unita also wants Spare parts for trucks, see agricultural tools, canned food, soap, and clothing i women and children — all of which were formerly obtained from South Africa. 
The movement also needs petrol — which So Africa previously supplied — for its large fleet of vehicles and its mechanised weapons. ' The US Central Intelligence: Agency is reported to be considering dropping petrol, oil and lubricants in large rubber bladders from transport:aireraft operat- ing out of Zaire. s Unita is lobbying hard for an increase in aid n the basis of evidence, which it says it has, of Angolan army troop movements and concentrations that suggest a planned new attack on the rebel move- ment’s stronghold in south-eastern Angola. &   
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PR KTTENTION | PATRICK. Léentpny , 

* with Inkatha. 

  
>« particularly the Minister of Law’ and~Ordér, to do 

: was determined to do something about the situation. 

e 

LS TR Y 

VIC HANNA 
Economics Reporter 

NATAL/KwaZulu ranked as the_’fourth‘ 
most violent region in the world,"it was' 
said yesterday as political organisations | 
joined in urging for major peace initia-.: 

t“g;;s.atu. and the UDF said in a Press confer- . 
ence that they wanted a jolpt peace ix?itiatlve. 

The shock violence statistics emerged at the Dur- 
ban Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce's annual - 

t, Mr - eneral meeting yesterday when the‘praider!', 
Michael Meehan, said he had been told on good'.v 
authority” that only threbf other areas were worse; 

ab, Sri Lanka and Lebanon, . o, 
P“';"lj)e l;lghlighting of the situation follows the call for 
an “iron fist” operation by Mli(nls;er of Law and 
Order, Mr Adriaan Vlok this weck. 

Minister Vlok noted that up to the end of March 
this vear there had been 4 920 incidents of unrest in 
the region; 862 people had been hurt and 749 killed. 

However, unrest monitoring groups put the figures 
higher. ; 

m‘go';atf and the UDF estimate the number of deaths 
in the Pletermartizburg area alone at 1228 between 

" January 1987 and March this year. o _ 
: '?‘he %emmratlc Party’s unrest monitoring group 
said this week that in the first three months of this 
year 165 people died in the Pietermaritzburg and 98;'._» 

le died in the Durban area, . s 
pgo reM;eegan said: “For a country which claims to be 

d which has a state of emergency imposed ..’ 
:(: ?nif!:emt'hat peace i3 maintained, thi;_l Is a totally 
unacceptable statistic.” 

He 2aid the Chamber:had, on mbré.;fliénn one: 0¢cas;. 
sion, called on KwaZulu and on the Govermment; 

. He. 
.. something other than simply contain the violence, 
: :xoled thagt the Minister had recently stated that he 

But he questioned why the community had to Wait: 
until a weekend of violendé when 22 pedple died be-}. 
fore a move had been made; by -the authorities. He'. 
also questioned why the situation had been allowed to* 
get so bad in the first place. . 

j titical activi- “The violence is not just a result of political ac 
ty. The military authorities have regularly appealed. 
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  " for a re-appraisement: of the socio-economic condi- 
, tions of the region. : , 

T 

__ | #building. conditions are 

0 ULUNDI HOL IMN 

“What is essential is 
that langd is made avail. 
able.for housing without . 
further restriction; that é 
people aré entitled, to 

- gain title to their proper- ; 
,ty; that First World * 

Dot imposed on Third 
" World rural communities 
and that. proper policing 
‘under a projer system of 
$criminal justice is fol. 
il TR A 

He said .the time had 
. come for a-joint meeting 
" of the authorities and 
“other ‘interested patties 

in the affected regions ~ 
. “to discuss the problem 
with the very clear in- , 
tention of solving the re-.. 
gion's problems and . 
making large areas of 3 
:'land'gzvaila le for.the 1 
Settlement: of -this rom:: 
‘muaity in pedeeful .con- 
ditions with a true sys- 
tem of eriminal justice ¥ 

“This will be & painful 
exercise for many 
around this proposed 
table for it appears that . 

_there are too,many 
i bodies and too man 
y-vested interests involved, 

  

R
 
T
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.| ..But_we_tannot afford to,.. : 
_tolerate the perpetuation , 
1of power bases at a time % 
:when we face such a eri- . 

-sis,” hesaid, -..... ... .2 
Mr Viok said in count- | 

ering the unresti police 
" had been responeible for 
‘the injury of 112 people 
“and another 750 had been ' 

. hurt by other. parties: 44 
had been killed by police: ; 

.in the_course.of their § b    duties :and 705-had been § 
killed by “others”, i 

e B Plaman A ey m- ¥  



  

  

Inkatha asked NATab NMeRcury a7 fPL 1R¥] 

to pe 
] ULUNDI—The Chief Minister of KwaZulu, Dr 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, told the Legislative 
Assembly last night that he had received a 
direct invitation for peace talks concerning 
the violence in Natal from top figures in the 
United Democratic Front (UDF) and the Con- 
gre:s of South African Trade Unions (Cos- 
atu). { 
His announcement came against the background 

‘of continued violence in ‘- ' 
Natal which has so far 
claimed the lives of at 
least 749 people. Yester- 
‘day police announced 
the arrest of 194 people ; 
in connection with the killing of five people at 
Mpophomeni, near Howick. 

The invitation to Dr Buthelezi was signed by Mr Archie 
Gumede, president of the UDF, Mr Murphy Morobe, infor- 
mation secretary of the organisation, Mr Elijah Barayi, 
_president of Cosatu, and Mr Jay Naidoo, general secretary 

- of the trade union grouping. 
It suggested that an initial meeting should also be attended 

by Archbishop Denis Hurley, Catholic Archbishop of Durban, 
and other peace conveners mentioned by the archbishop in a 
letter to Dr Buthelezi a few weeks ago. R 
The KwaZulu Chief Minister said he could not see any possi- 

bility in any circumstances that the first meeting should in- 
clude Archbishop Hurley and other peace conveners. -~ 

. ‘Ifthey want to talk to us, the UDF and tu must do so, 
said, ‘but they must not bring in autside%‘ 2t 

     
  

    

. The UDF and Cosatu leaders told Dr 
to end the violence in the Pietermaritz ‘area was para- 
mount and it was clear that the UDF, Cosatu and Inkatha 
agreed on this as a matter of urgency. All organisations had 
made it public that they wished to participate in a major peace 
initiative, ‘ 
They said the purpose of the meeting would be to reconcile | 

the various peace proposals into a possible initiative that 
would extend beyond a peace conference. Y   
  

| shared leadership with other 

   
he | 

elezi that the need @   

acCe 
The Cosatu and UDF leaders suggested that each grouping- \ 

'should send reasonably small delegations to constitute a work- 
 ing committee. If this suggestion was acceptable to Inkatha, li- 
aison on practical details could then take place, they said. - 

Dr Buthelezi said it appeared that he had been misunder- 
- stood in letters he had written i 
to Archbishop Hurley and to 
Mr Naidoo. 

‘While I am all for a combi-. 
nation of initiatives, I am not 
prepared to do that on any 
terms. 

‘I did not mean that they 
should impose what they havef 
‘decided on their own on us, 
he said. 

Dr Buthelezi said the cen- 
tral committee of Inkatha was 
meeting at Ulundi on Satur- 
day to discuss the issue. 
He was a democrat who 

  

  

members of the Assembly and 
it might be a good thing to de- 
bate these letters in the cau- 
cus or in a snap debate, he 
said. 

The Assembly then went 
into caucus to consider the 
latest developments. 

Earlier, Dr Buthelezi read 
out the text of a broadcast 
from the African National 
Congress-controlled Radio 
Freedom based in Addis Aba- 
ba on 17 April, calling on 
Inkatha to end the interne- 
cine strife. 
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! tati £ the UDF and C_osatu 

’ tt/?)?(;';slgx'ess conference 1n Jo- 

talks 
Closei' 
Sapa reports that represen- 

. 
3 

burg yesterday that, 2 

?t?:t‘x‘getf theg ihared;-a
 p?ihg_g;l‘ 

sition which dif 

that of Inkatha, the! were pfz:— 

pared to hold a neace cox% - 

ence that incluged the 

vement. i 

m?l‘he UDF’s publicity secrg(i 

tary, Mr Murphy Mox_'obtz,, sai 

the three organisanonosukclo‘x)lé 

tion of how peace ¢ 

gec‘l’lieved h‘&;df moved much 

er than before. 

CI?Jsoa’.atu and the UDF were- 

prepared to attend a preparad 

tory meeting with Inkatha and 

the conventgrs of t:xet :r:g:lzs . 

conference U 

gg:f:cles to initiation of the 

ference. : 

c(”;“k\e idea of prominent peo: 

ple acting as convener;a :t'nla 

the involvement of In tfili: 

Cosatw the UDE 200 vential | and other 

ggegznisations would me‘:lag 

that any agreement reac ed 

-~ would carry great weight a;:l 

influence, the statement gal : 

— 
  

  

 



  

‘Area ranks fourth in the world, Rurban C/};am,ber of Commér_cé _figld 
o~ - | PARMBE ) 

  

  

("H,{_? M (\3 

  

  

VIC HANNA 
‘ Economics Reporter 
' NATAL/KwaZulu ranked as the fourth - most violent region in the world, it was ~ said yesterday as political organisations _Zpined in urging for major peace initia- ives. ‘ Cosatu and the UDF said in a Press confer- ence that they wanted a joint peace initiative . with Inkatha. 

The shock violence statistics emerged at the Dur- ban Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce’s annual | general meeting yesterday when the president, Mr Michael Meehan, said he had been told on “good authority” that only three other areas were worse: Punjab, Sri Lanka and Lebanon. ? The highlighting of the situation follows the call for an “iron fist” operation by Minister of Law and Order, Mr Adriaan Viok this week. 
Minister Vlok noted that up to the end of March this year there had been 4 920 incidents of unrest in the region; 862 people had been hurt and 749 killed. ~ However, unrest monitoring groups put the figures much higher. ' 
Cosatu and the UDF estimate the number of deaths in the Pietermartizburg area alone at 1228 between January 1987 and March this year. 

, fl‘he Democratic Party’s unrest monitoring group said this week that in the first three months of this year 165 people died in the Pietermaritzburg and 98 people died in the Durban area. : ' : Mr Meehan said: “For a country which claims to be - at peace and which has a state of emergency imposed   to ensure that peace is"main'tai;;éq, this is a totally | unacceptable statistic.” 
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sion, called on KwaZulu and on the Govermment, 
particularly the Minister of Law and Order, to do 

noted that the Minister had recently stated that he 
was determined to do something about the situation. 

. But he questioned why the community had to wait 
 until a weekend of violence when 22 people died be- 

fore a move had been made by the authorities. He 

get so bad in the first place. 5 i) ; 
“The violence is not just a result of political activi- 

ty. The military authorities have regularly appealed 
for a re-appraisement of the socio-economic condi- 
tions of the region. 

“What is essential is 
that land is made avail- 
able for housing without 
further restriction; that 
people are entitled to 
gain title to their proper- 
ty; that First World 
building conditions are   not imposed on Third 
World rural communities 
and that proper policing 
under a proper system of 
criminal justice is fol- 
lowed.” 

He said the time had 
come for a joint meeting 
of the authorities and 
other interested parties 
in the affected regions 
“to discuss the problem 
with the very clear in- 
tention of solving the re- 
gion’s problems and     making large areas of 

.-’something other than simply contain the violence. He - 

also questioned why the situation had been allowed to . 

i 

He said the Chamber had, on more than one.occa- ! 

  

lence 

land available for the 
settlement of this com- 
munity in peaceful con- 
ditions with a true sys- 
tem of criminal justice 

“This will be a painful 
exercise for many 
around this proposed 
table for it appears that 
there are too many 
bodies and too many 
vested interests involved. 
But we cannot afford to 
tolerate the perpetuation 
of power bases at a time 
when we face such a cri- 
sis,” he said. 

Mr Vlok said in count- 
ering the unrest, police 
had been responsible for 
the injury of 112 people 
and another 750 had been 
hurt by other parties; 44 
had been killed by police 
in the course of their 
duties and 705 had been 
killed by “others”.   
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ITH the 
threat of 
more pain- 
ful disclo- 

sures to come as the 
 Sandura Commission 
continues its work of 
investigating the ir- 
regular disposal of 
vehicles from other 
assembly plants, ru- 
mours are rife in 
Zimbabwe about 
whose head will be 
the next to roll. 

But the uneasiness is 
not concerned only with 
the personalities: there is 
_anxiety about the direct- 
ion in which the country 
is going. 

‘An article in a Sun- 
day newspaper here lo- 
cated the core of the cri- 
sis somewhere deeper 
than “mere corruption or 
business enterprise”. 

The real issue, it said, 
was the emergence of an 
African ruling class deli- 
berately seeking to put 
permanent brakes on the 
wheels of the African 
revolution in an alliance 

abwe politics divided 
DEEP divisions have emerged in Zimbabwe 
politics after the traumatic events of recent 
weeks. Mr Robert Mugabe himself acknow- 
ledged the crisis when he spoke of the party 
and the nation being confused and bewildered 
by the suicide of Maurice Nyagumbo, a revolu- 
tionary hero who killed himself after the disclo- 
sures of his involvement in the Willowvale car 
scandal which has seen five Ministers quit. 
ROBIN DREW of The Daily News Afrlca Ser- 
vice reports from Harare. 
  

with former settler colo- 
nialists. 

Linking the corruption 
disclosures with previous 
warnings that the leader- 
ship was turning its back 
on socialist principles, 
the article spoke of a ti- 
tanic struggle between 
those striving to reverse 
the liberation process 
and those fighting tr 
carry it forward. 

It said the crisis 
should not be seen as one 
of the President versus 
the Rest but rather as 
“the struggle of the peo- 
ple against those in lead- . 
ership who are under- 
mining the values and 
goals the liberation 

  

struggle fought to up- 
hold.” 

President Robert Mu— 
gabe’s independence an- 
niversary speech when 
he called for drastic and 
urgent reform of the 
economy in an effort to 
attract investment has 
drawn fire from the la- 
bour movement which 
warned that workers 
would be in for a hard 
time if labour laws pro- 
tecting them were re- 
laxed. 

The Secretary-General 
of the Congress of Trade 
Unions, Mr Morgan 
Tsvangirai, maintains 
the only way the Govern- 
ment will attract foreign 

  

: Robert Mugabe: 
rising criticism 

investment will be is if it 
denounces socialism, the 
ideology adopted by the 
ruling party and rein- 
forced at its last con- 
gress in 1984. All the po- 
licies that benefit work- 
ers would have to go, he 
said. 

He urged the Govern- 
ment instead to. concen- 
trate on promoting local 
investment through 
lower taxation and an in- 
crease in foreign ex- 
change allocations. He 
complained that trade 
union views were not 
taken into consideration 

  

by the Government 
which was failing to 
tackle basic problems. 

Echoing the words of 
rightwing critics of Mr 
Mugabe’s government, 
the Secretary-General 
said workers were worse 
off now than they were 
before independence. Un- 
employment was out of 
control, there was a des- 
perate shortage of trans- 
port And accommodation 
and the construction in- 
dustry was suffering 
from cement and brick 
shortages. 

Observers believe 
President Mugabe’s 
speech was a turning 
point in Zimbabwe’s de- 
velopment. But it is be- 
coming clear that, if the 
momentum is to be 
maintained, he will have 
to be prepared to defend 
himself against rising 
criticism from the left 
while at the same time 
steering the government 
through a period of un- 
certainty occasioned by 
the continuing corruption 
mvestlgatxons
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@ BUTHELEZI  cal 

violent retribution and 

| campaign to end “the 

B4 iINKATHA CALLS FOR | 

W e 

‘ Buthelezi yesterday called on the ANC, the UDF, 

e all concerned organisations to support 

ding the killings in 

He outlined a plan to declare 

1989 the Year of 

more than a thousand dead, large- 

4| 1y in Natal, and undertook to raise 

money from the world’s churches 

Addressing Inkatha’s central 

committee, he called on the ANC 

to say that the killings must cease. 

He pleaded 

Buthelezi outlined points of action for an Inkatha 

party approach was needed. — Sapa. 
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7" 
Minister Mangosuthu 

END STIE'IFE' 

Chi 

black communities. 

Action for Peace 

end the strife that has left 

the campaign. 

for an end to politi- 

propaganda which demanded 

urged the start of a publicity 

killing mentali s 

but said a multi- 
1 peace campaign at grassroots level, 

\ 
\ { 
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ANC memt 
no 

r ‘did    

mean bom 

to kill 
CAPE\ TOWN. " —: 

r who failed in 

attempt to blowup 2 bank’ 

has been found guilty of 

murder with extenuating 

circumstances and . con- 

travening the Internal Se- 

curity Act. sl 

Allen Ndodomzi Mam- 
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ba said in a statement 2 

handed to the Cape Town 

Supreme Court that on 

June 15, last year, with 

Kenneth Moyake,.also a 

member of the ANC, he 

set a handgrenade and 2 

limpet mine to _explode 

near - Volkskas Bank, 

Wynberg at 4 am on June 

16, ta commemorate the 

«struggle of our people”. 

_ But the device did not 

explode until Mr Elliot 

Ketelo removed it from 

the refuse bin in which it 

had been hidden, killing 

T 
«When I heard of this 1 

was extremely distressed 

and after my arrest I told 

the police that I regret 

somebody died as 2 result 

of my activities,” the 

statement said. - 
AR EE L o 

anyone’/ 
_-_«] do not. hesitate t0 . 

on record. my sin- 

* cere regrets that 1 am re-. 

. sponsible for the death of 

' somebody. It was at no 

- stage my intention to hurt 

< or injure any person.”: - 

- .- Mamba said he joined 

% the ANC in 1984... .5 % 

He. received military 

: place 

" and , 

.12 months at camps 10 

  

1 

  
political training-for - 

 Angola, where . he did . 

- guard duty and was the 

" “commander” at a shoot- | 
Aing range... 

v . “At my own, request 1 | 
; was allowed-to return to . 

* South -Africa_with_Ken- 

- peth Moyake.” - 

- ing 1 
- his return to Cape Town 

_Mamba admitted stor- 

ur handgrenades on . 

~ and burying limpet mines, . 

grenades, AK47 rifles and 

two Makarov pistols. 

sHe admitted . placing 

and activating a~ limpet 

mine on the railway line 

between Langa and Pine-. 

lands station on June 16. 

- The hearing has been 

postponed to Friday. — 

Sapa.: ; 
e e 
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     .- Mercury Reporter / 

REE more men have bee{x 
arrested in connection with 
the killing of former hunger . 

striker and detainee, Mr | 
Chris Ntuli, bringing the | 

_number held to four. 

Mr Ntuli died when he was 

- stabbed after getting off a bus 

i shortly after reporting to 

Inanda police station, as re- 
qunrgd by restrictions placed 

“onhim. - - : 
The first person, a 17-year- 

old youth, was arrested earli- 
er this week in connection 
with Mr Ntuli’s death, as well 
as two other,township 
killings. . - 7 o o 

A police spokesman said all 
four men were arrested fol- 
lowing an intensive investiga- 
tion led by the head of 
Durban’s Murder and Rob- 
bery Squad, Maj Leonard 
Knipe. -+« e 

The three men were arrest- 
ed in Kwa Mashu yesterday 
and on Monday, and two fire- 
arms were also recovered. 
  

.. Sea rescue 
BRISBANE—A seven-month- 

old baby was among four peo- 

ple plu_cked from a sinking 

yacht in heavy seas off 

Queensland early yesterday, 

the Royal Australian Air 

Force said. The four were 

taken from the 12 m Tirumea 

by an RAAF Chinook helicop- 

ter 150 miles from Coolan- | * 

gatta. — (Sapa-AP)   
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ull killin 
Mercury Reporter { 

REE more men have bee arrested in connection with the killing of former hunger i and detainee, Mr hris Ntuli, bringing the | number held to four. | Mr Ntuli died when he was stabbed after getting off a bus shortly after reporting to Im;nda police station, as re- quired by restrictions placed ~ on him, 
The first berson, a 17-year- old youth, was arrested earlj. er this week in connection with Mr Ntuli’s death, as we]] as two other township killings, 

A police Spokesman said al] four men were arrested fol- lowing an intensive investiga- tion led by the head of Durban’s Murder and Rob- bery Squad, Maj Leonard Knipe, 
The three men were arrest- ed in Kwa Mashy yesterday and on Monday, and two fire- arms were also recovered, 

Sea rescue 
BRISBANE—A seven-month- old baby was among four peo- ple plucked from a sinking yacht in heavy seas off Queensland early yesterday, the Royal Australian Air Force said. The four were 

  

taken from the 12 m Tirumea   
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by Lakela Kaunda 

THERE is no use in sit- - 
ting in conferences in | 
London, Moscow- and 
New York or Cape 
Town and Johannes- 
burg when violence is 
taking place in Pieter- 
maritzburg, 
president Chief Mango- 

Inkatha 

killin 
| eopl 

suthu Buthelezi said in | 
a speech read on his 
behalf at prayer meet- 
ings held by Inkatha 
throughout the coun- 
t 

turned out for the 
meetings and the event 
went ahead peacefully. 
Inkatha has declared 
this year the Year of 
Action For Peace. 

ry. 
About 20000 people 

In his speech, Chief 
Buthelezi said peace 
initiatives that had 
been taken in the past | 
had failed because 
“they were not initia- | 
tives which were 

~ rooted in the communi- | 
ties most affected by 
violence. We have seen 
again and again that 
outsiders cannot come | 
in from distant places 
to tell people to stop | 
killing each other. 

“In killing fields it is 
the people themselves 
who must decide who 
they will listen to and if | 
they do not listen to a 
leader, that leader has 
nothing to offer them in 
their circumstances.” 

He said the office of 
the secretary-general 
of Inkatha and the de- 
puty secretary-general 
of Inkatha would be 
clearing houses for 
action and suggestions 
for action that could be 
.taken on the ground 
where violence was 
taking place. 

He said Western gov- 
ernments would 
asked to provide mat- 
erial resources to help 
in combating the vio- 
lence, and that Inkatha 

- would embark on a 
political publicity 
‘drive to promote peace. 

   

     
g fields the 
ust decide’ 
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“The pohtlcal propa- 
ganda of the past has to 
be undone and people 

have to be bombarded 
with pamphlets, radio 
messages and tele- 

vision programmes 
calling for peace.’ 
The open meetings 

were held at Nxama- 

lala, Mafunze, Inadi, 
Mpumuza and Imbali. 
The speeches were | 
read by Mr Vitus Mve- 
lase, the urban rep- 
resentative and the de- - 
puty minister of Works 
Mr Velaphi Ndlovu. 
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Rumania 

[l ELF 

NS \amaeas by Gwynne Dyer 

Oppression and poverty . 
“Human rights and fundamental free- 
doms are in our judgment gravely vio- 
lated in Rumania . . . Not only the civil 
and political rights but also the social, 
economic and cultural rights of indi- 
viduals and nationalities are impaired 
in Rumania” — Gyula Horn, Hun- 
garian Deputy Foreign Minister. 

THE winter is officially over in Ru- 
mania, and once again President 
Nicolae Ceausescu, the fascist “Con- 
ducator” (leader) who masquerades 
as a communist, has survived it. The 
long, freezing months when the 22 
million Rumanians struggled along 
with one 40-watt light bulb per room, 
in apartments that were only heated 
for seven hours per day, are past. 
There may even be some fresh vege- 
tables in a month or two. 

But Ceausescu and his legion of 
relatives and cronies, who have 
turned Rumanian politics into 
Europe’s own version of one of the 
less salubrious regimes of the Third 
World (Mobutu’s in Zaire, say, or No- 
riega’s in Panama) are running into 
serious trouble. It was, for example, 
a serious breach of socialist eti- 
quette when the representative of 
the communist government in neigh- 
bouring Hungary made the com- 
ments-on Rumania quoted above in 
Vienna on March 1. He did so, more- 
over, in support of a UN Human 
Rights Commission resolution de- 
manding the appointment of a spe- 
cial investigator to examine “mas- 
sive repression” in Rumania. 

It would have been even more dis- 

turbing for the Bucharest regime 
when Fyodor Burlatsky, head of the 
Soviet Human Rights Committee and 
a close personal adviser to President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, publicly and dis- 
paragingly referred to Rumania 
under the Ceausescu as a ‘“family 
firm”. It is becoming frighteningly 
clear to the Ceausescu clique that 
neither Moscow nor any of its allies 
would object if some obliging group 
of Rumanians got rid of them. 

And such a group, emboldened by 
these developments, may soon 
emerge. In January six prominent 
retired Rumanian communists — 
two of them former Politburo mem- 
bers — wrote a letter to Ceausescu 
demanding the abandonment of his 
neo-brutalist plan to “systematise” 
the Rumanian countryside by razing 
half the villages in the country, and 
an end to the massive food exports 
that leave Rumanians little to eat 
beyond rotten vegetables and pig’s 
knuckles. 
They also condemned the systema- 

tic repression of the population by 
the dread Securitatea, the secret 
police, and the decree that forbids 
Rumanians to speak to foreigners. 
Ceausescu’s reaction has been typi- 
cally repressive: Mircea Raceanu, 
the son of one of the letter’s authors 
and a senior official in the Foreign 
Ministry, has been arrested and 
charged with spying. But it is also 
clearthat Ceausescu is scared. 
Ceausescu’s long and lamentable 

lease on power has been based 

  

        
Nicolae Ceausescu 

mostly on Cold War politics. His 
prickly nationalist hostility towards 
the Soviet Union won him substan- 
tial American support and credits, 
yet he never went so far that Moscow 
wrote him off. He was at least a com- 
munist, after all, or so he said. But 
now the Cold War is ending, and nei- 

ther Washington nor Moscow wants 
to be seen associating with him any 
more. Their revulsion has been 
sharpened by the increasing capri- 
ciousness of Ceausescu’s rule. It was 
always the case that Ceausescu’s 
wife, his son, his uncles and his cou- 
sins filled high state and party posi- 
tions and lived like the family of an 
oriental potentate, and he always 
fostered a personality cult of Kim Il 
Sung proportions. He and his wife 
Elena, “the prodigious couple”, are 
daily eulogised by the Rumanian 
media as “the Danube of thought” 
and “the Carpathian (mountains) of 
communism”. 

Until the 1980s, Ceausescu was at 
least believed to be successful in de- 
veloping the Rumanian economy. 
But what he concentrated on was 
just old-fashioned Stalinist heavy in- 
dustry, mostly financed with money 
borrowed abroad, and by the early 
’80s Rumania was in dreadful eco- 
nomic difficulties. That was when 
Ceausescu, responding to God knows 
what vagrant impulse, decided to 
pay off Rumania’s entire $10 billion 
foreign debt — something no country 
ever does — before the end of the de- 
cade. 
He has almost made it, but only by 

dint of exporting everything that was 
not nailed down, importing virtually 
nothing, and subjecting the Ruma- 
nian people to terrible privation. 
And although’ he has tried to curry 
favour with Rumanian national pre- 
judices by attacking the rights of the 

large Hungarian, German-speaking 
and gypsy minorities in the country, 
most Rumanians will not be swayed 
after six cold and hungry wintersin a 
row. 
Rumania will enter the 1990s in 

the black — and with a desperately 
urgent need to borrow at least as 
much as it has just repaid merely to 
restore its neglected economy to 
bare competitiveness. But it may 
enter the '90s without Nicolae Ceau- 
sescu: he is running out of rope. 
Rumania’s borders are with coun- 

tries like Hungary, Yugoslavia and 
the Soviet Union, where quite differ- 
ent styles of behaviour have come to 
prevail. Ceausescu cannot isolate 
his fiefdom from the world, and the 
open letter from the veteran com- 
munists, an unprecedented event 
under his rule, is evidence of how 
rapidly his ability to intimidate 
everybody is breaking down. 

In the more sensible Europe that 
seems to be taking shape as the old 
lines of confrontation erode, there 
will be little room for a phenomenon 
as ugly, irrational and brutal as the 
Ceausescu regime, and the Rumani- 
ans themselves will be the first to no- 
tice it. All dictatorships depend 
more on their image of invulnerabil- 
ity than on their actual apparatus of 
repression for survival, and in Ceau- 
s}clescu’s case the image is wearing 
thin. ‘ 

e Gwynne Dyer’s international affairs 
column appears in 160 newspapers in 
50 countries.
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death sentence 

should not be i 

‘convicted - on  multiple   ounts of attempted mur- 

| der, as have the other 
! tr- l. 

The murder convictions 

Detective-setgeant 
bt 

Phall "mubi» Chapi in 

Soweto in 1978; the kill- 

g o 3 former KaNg- 
wane Minister, Mr David 

. Lukhele, and his sister-in- 

law, Mrs Elizabeth Diud- 
lu, in 1986; and the killi 

. of Mamelodi pofiwman’ 

Constable  Sinki -~y 

also in 1986. 

The attempted murders 

relate to a limpet mine 
blast at a bus stop in Sil- 
verton in 1986 in which 17 

people were injured, and 
a landmine explosion in 
Soshanguve which dam- 

aged a road gra Mook 
A 

toad mainly used by mili-   tary vehicles. 

‘Death senten 
3 terl’Os 

‘Will 
ces fo{{ 

lead, 
four convict 

appeared  in 

sentence would not act as 

a deterrent. He said > 

was sufficient evidence 

ore thc court to enable 

it to understand what led 
to thc Clilnes tlw thm.ac_ 

cused were convicted for, 
a,nd to uflderstand that 

there were extenuating 

He said it was unfonu_ 

nate that they had to be 

tl'icd before a “Whjte” 

court, as they grew up in a 

totally different society to 
Whites. 

_ 
“We cannot begm & 

understand -the circum- 

stances in which Black 
people live. We, who can 
return home to the secur- 

ity of our own homes at 
night, have to pass judg- 

ment on these A 

hose lives we Iknpolw 

nothing about. : 
“At the time the kill- 

ings took place, a situa- 
tion in which a society 

was in turmoil prevailed. 
Political aspirations were 
continually  being ig- 
nored, people were_ de- 

tained and political orga- 

court has to see 

this case in this context. 
Atthefime’mei

mpactof 

were felt througt hlhngsthe 

mmm' 
'.n 

l-lesaiditw;s
notmsy 

. Yo like the 

thee Conviced - ANG 

accused also left 

ey ) “ined an anmy: They 
situation of war, and to 

carry out orders, which is 

what they did. ,rhey &d 

not kill indiscriminately, 

but killed people they 
perceived to be the ene- 
my_” 

He said the accused 

were not °l’dlnary ey 

nals. “They are not out- 
casts of society. They are 

aimmS fol' the integfafion
 

Of mietY) not disente gra_ 

tin.” 

p . TPy, Mr Harry 
insloo, for the state, ar- 

gued that there should be 
no  extenuating circum- 

i .cancs wbere. 
- murders were committed = 

  nisafions banned_ 

ENP
NE 2o 1 sy M , 

.tflkenoteofthe 

to satisfy political 
% 

tions. 
aspira- 

He referred to > 

in which the death 
sentence was 

Piflthns. wer
einvde.

 | 

shown accused have 
no remorse for 

their actio; ns, which clear- 

lllyed” carefully plan- 

He urged the court to 

way in 
which the murders were 

ise, and accurate. These are 

murderers and there s pom 

other way of putting it,” 

he said. 
He said the fact that the 

court was '“White” 
had 

lhmg. to do with the 

four accused’s refusal e 

participate in court =4 

ceedings. 

In reply, Mr Harris 2¢ 

gued that the accused did 

not defend themselves be- 

cause they would have 

had to'do so in a court of
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ANC mem 
not mean G 
to kill anyone’, 

CAPE\ TOWN. — A 
bomber failed in an 

~ attempt to blow up a bank 

" limpet mine to explode - 

has been found guilty of 
murder with extenuating 
circumstances and con- 
travening the Internal Se- 
curity Act. 

Allen Ndodomzi Mam- 
ba said in a statement 
handed to the Cape Town 
Supreme Court that on 
June 15, last year, with 
Kenneth Moyake, also a 
member of the ANC, he 
set a handgrenade and a 

near Volkskas Bank, 
Wynberg at 4 am on June 
16, to commemorate the 
“struggle of our people”. 

But the device did not 
explode until Mr Elliot 

 Ketelo removed it from 
the refuse bin in which it 

. had been hidden, killing 

  

B, i 
“When I heard of this I 

was extremely distressed 
and after my arrest I told 
the police that I regret 
somebody died as a result - 
of my activities,” the 
statement said. 

 neth Moyake.” 

"~ “I do not hesitate to 
place on record my sin- 
cere regrets that I am re- 
sponsible for the death of 
somebody. It was at no 
stage my intention to hurt 
or injure any person.” 
Mamba said he joined 

- the ANC in 1984. 
He received nnhtary 

- and political training for 
12 months at camps in 
Angola, where he did 

- guard duty and was the 
g f‘wmm;qder” at a shoot- 
ing range. 

“At own request I 
was allow: return to 
South Africa with Ken- 

- Mamba admitted stor- 
ing four handgrenades on 
his «return to Cape Town 
and burying limpet mines, 
grenades, AK47 rifles 
two Makarov pistols. 

" He admitted placing 
and activating a limpet 
mine on the railway line 
between Langa and Pine- 
lands station on June 16. 

The hearing has been 
postponed to Friday. —
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=— Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi hag cluded during the flrstmeetlng‘ been misunderstood in etters he 
rejected @ UDF-Cosaty proposal “If they want to talk to us sent to Archbishop Hurley angd el 
to involve “outsiders” in Initia]  (UDF angd Cosaty) they must do  to Cosatu general secratary Mr & 

peace talks aimed at halting the 80, Chief Buthelozi gaid, “Byt Jay Naidoo, 
bloodshed in Natal townships. they must not bring in outsid- “While T am all for & combi- | bo 

In a speech to the Legisiative eps” ; 
hation of initlatives, I am not Kr 

Assembly Jast night the kwazu- The UDF and Cosaty have prepared to do that on any |- 
lu Chief Minister said he wag Suggested each side send a dele- terms..] diq not meap they | of 

opposed to the suggestion that gation to constitute a working should impose what they have | for 
ArchbishOp Denis '(-?urley and  committee, Chief. Buthelezi told decided on their own on us” .| sty 
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