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SPEECH DELI VERED BY MR WALTER SI SULU.
DEPUTY PRESI DENT OF THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL
CONGRESS, ACCEPTI NG AN HONORARY DEGREE
AT LI NCOLN UNI VERSI TY, PHI LADELPHI A,
PENNSYLVANI A, ON 12th OF OCTOBER, 1991 .
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BELOVED S| STER, PRESI DENT OF LI NCOLN
UNI VERSI TY; ESTEEMED MEMBERS OF THE

UNI VERSI TY SENATE, FACULTY.
ADM NI STRATI ON, WORKI NG STAFF AND
STUDENTS, GUESTS AND FRI ENDS:
THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS AND THE
STRUGGLI NG PECPLE OF SOUTH AFRI CA SEND
YOU THE WARMEST FRATERNAL GREETI NGS.

My DELEGATI ON AND | ARE GLAD TO BE AT
LI NCOLN UNI VERSI TY TODAY AND WOULD LI KE
TO THANK YOU ALL FOR THE SPONTANEQUS
WARMIH AND HOSPI TALI TY W TH WHI CH YOQU
HAVE RECEI VED US.

THE NAME - LINCCLN, IS WDELY ASSCCI ATED
W TH THE ABOLI TI ONI ST MOVEMENT AND THE
EMANCI PATI ON OF SLAVES. W THOUT GO NG

I NTO THE MERITS AND DEMERI TS OF THI S
ASSCCI ATION, WHAT IS CLEAR | S THAT I T
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THRUSTS UPON LI NCOLN UNI VERSI TY THE ROLE
OF LI BERATOR

IN A MORE GENERAL SENSE, OF COURSE, THE
TRUE VOCATI ON OF ANY UNI VERSITY IS THE
FREE PURSU T OF KNOALEDGE AND | TS
APPLI CATI ON I N SUPPORT OF THE QUEST FOR
THE H GHEST POSSI BLE ALL- ROUND SELF-
REALI SATI ON OF HUVANI TY. SO UNDERSTOOD.
THE TRUE UNI VERSI TY CANNOT FULFILL ITS
FUNDAMENTAL M SSI ON WHI THI N THE CONTEXT
OF A REPRESSI VE, OPPRESSI VE, AND

EXPLO TATI VE SCCI ETY. TO REMAI N FAI THFUL
TO I TSELF, |IT MUST THEREFORE BE AN ACTI VE
FORCE FOR LI BERATI ON.
THE FACT THAT THI S I NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER
LEARNI NG | S HEADED BY A SISTER IS A
STATEMENT I N FAVOUR NOT ONLY OF WOMEN S
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LI BERATI ON, BUT ALSO I N SUPPORT OF HUVAN
LI BERATI ON, I N GENERAL. | TRUST THAT V\E
ARE ALL AWARE THAT HUMANI TY CAN NEVER

BE TRULY FREE SO LONG AS WOVEN REMAI N
OPPRESSED AND EXPLQO TED.

THE LATE DR KWAME NKRUMAH SPENT SOVE

OF H'S FORVATI VE YEARS AS A STUDENT AT
TH'S UNI VERSI TY. HE THEN VENT ON TO
BECOVE A MAJOR PCLI TI CAL ARCHI TECT OF
THE MOVEMENT FOR THE DECOLONI SATI ON OF
AFRI CA. THE LATE DR XUVA ALSO VENT
THROUGH THE ACADEM C HALLS OF TH S

UNI VERSI TY AS A STUDENT. HE THEN WVENT ON
TO BECOVE A PRESI DENT OF THE AFRI CAN
NATI ONAL CONGRESS. MOST NOTABLY | N THE
YEARS BEGQ NNI NG SHORTLY BEFORE THE VWAVE
OF POLI TI CAL | NDEPENDENCE BEGAN SWEEPI NG
ACROSS OQUR CONTI NENT, LINCOLN UNI VERSI TY
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SERVED AS A PROM NENT GATEWAY TO H GHER
EDUCATI ON FOR AFRI CAN STUDENTS I N THE
UNI TED STATES. MANY OF THOSE STUDENTS
HAVE GONE ON TO BECOVE LEADERS OF THEIR
PECPLE. THEY HAVE GONE ON TO MAKE

| MPORTANT CONTRI BUTI ONS TO THE MAKI NG
OF RECENT AFRI CAN HI STORY. TH' S

I NSTI TUTI ON | S THEREFORE | NSEPARABLE FROM
AFRI CA' S EFFORTS TO CLAIM I TS RI GHTFUL
PLACE I N THE WORLD COMMUNI TY AND IN I TS
HI STORY.
WE ARE THEREFORE GLAD TO BE AT LI NCCOLN
UNI VERSI TY WHOSE PURPOSE |'S NOT ONLY
CONSI STENT W TH, BUT ALSO SUPPORTI VE OF
THE H STORIC M SSION OF THE PEOPLE OF
SQUTH AFRI CA TO ERADI CATE APARTHEI D AND
CREATE A UNI TED, NON- RACI AL, NON- SEXI ST
AND DEMOCRATI C SOUTH AFRI CA.
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MY COLLEAGUES AND |’ ON ROBBEN | SLAND
WERE HEARTENED BY THE ARRI VAL OF THE
NEWS THAT LI NCCLN UNI VERSI TY HAD DECI DED
TO CONFER AN HONCRARY DEGREE ON ME. |
AND MY COLLEAGUES ALSO SAW THI S GESTURE
AS AN AFFI RVATI ON OF, AND AN ACT OF
SCOLI DARI TY WTH THE STRUGALE OF OUR
PEOPLE FOR A FREE AND DEMOCRATI C SOQUTH
AFRI CA.
AT THAT TI ME WE WERE SERVI NG LI FE
SENTENCES FOR QUR COMM TMENT TO THE
| DEALS OF FREEDOM DEMOCRACY, PEACE AND
PROGRESS FOR ALL HUMANI TY - REGARDLESS
OF RACE, COLOUR, CREED AND GENDER. YOUR
DECI SION TO HONOUR ME, THEREFORE
REPRESENTED AN | MPORTANT SI GNAL THAT THE
| NTERNATI ONAL COMMUNI TY HAD NOT
FORGOTTEN THE PCLI TI CAL PRI SONERS COF
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APARTHEI D. | T HELPED US TO CONTI NUE

RESI STI NG AND STRUGGLI NG
TODAY | CAN CONFI DENTLY SAY THAT I T WAS
PARTLY BECAUSE COF YOUR EFFORTS THAT |
AND SOVE OF MY COVPATRI OTS ARE QUT OF
PRI SON AND | AM STANDI NG BEFORE YOU. SO
ON BEHALF OF ALL THE PCLI TI CAL PRI SONERS
OF APARTHEI D WHO HAVE BEEN RELEASED UP
TO TH'S PO NT, | MJST THANK YOU FOR YOUR
EFFORTS.

I MUST, HOWNEVER, QUI CKLY REM ND YOU THAT
MANY OTHER SOUTH AFRI CAN PATRI OTS STI LL
REMAI N | N APARTHEI D JAI LS AND THAT WE
MUST ACCORDI NGY | NTENSI FY OUR

COLLECTI VE CAMPAI GN FOR THE | MVEDI ATE
AND UNCONDI TI ONAL RELEASE OF ALL

POLI TI CAL PRI SONERS OF APARTHEI D. W TH NO
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LESS | NTENSI TY, OUR EFFORTS MUST ALSO BE
Al MED AT SECURI NG THE | MVEDI ATE AND
UNCONDI T1 ONAL | NDEWNI FI CATI ON AND FREE
REPATRI ATI ON OF ALL SOUTH AFRI CAN

POLI TI CAL EXI LES. WE MJST ALWAYS
REMEMBER THAT WHATEVER VI CTORI ES WE
SCORE, IN TH S REGARD, CAN ONLY ACQUI RE
FULL AND LASTI NG MEANI NG W THI N THE
CONTEXT OF THE TOTAL ERADI CATI ON OF
APARTHEI D AND THE CREATION OF A TRULY
FREE AND DEMOCRATI C SOUTH AFRI CA.

I AM AWARE THAT STUDENTS ON CAMPUSES I N
THI' S COUNTRY PLAYED A DECI SI VE ROLE I N THE
H STORI C CAMPAI GN THAT LED TO THE

| MPOSI TI ON OF SANCTI ONS AGAI NST

APARTHEI D SOQUTH AFRI CA UNDER THE

PROVI SI ONS OF THE COVPREHENSI VE ANTI -
APARTHEI D ACT OF NI NETEEN El GHTY-SI X. I N
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THAT WAY, YOU THUS MADE A SI GNI FI CANT
CONTRI BUTI ON TO THE | NTERNATI ONAL
CAMPAI GN FOR THE TOTAL | SOLATI ON OF
APARTHEI D SOUTH AFRI CA.
THROUGH THI' S AND OTHER FORM5 OF
SCLI DARITY, YQU, ALONG WTH ALL OTHER MEN
AND WOVEN AND YOUTH OF CONSCI ENCE
AROUND THE WORLD, HELPED CUR ALL- ROUND
OFFENSI VE AGAI NST APARTHEI D TO CREATE A
SI TUATI ON WHI CH HAS PLACED US W THI N
STRI KI NG DI STANCE OF A NEGOTI ATED
TRANSI TION TO A UNI TED, NON- RACI AL, NON-
SEXI ST AND DEMOCRATI C SOUTH AFRI CA.
T 1S I MPORTANT, HOAEVER, TO UNDERLI NETHE
FACT THAT WE SHOULD ALL GUARD AGAI NST
FALLI NG VI CTI M TO THE ADVANCES WE HAVE
WON. VE MUST RECOGNI SE THAT THE NEW
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SI TUATION I N QUR COUNTRY, THOUGH FULL OF
PROM SE | S ALSO BESET W TH PROBLEMS, AT
LEAST, AS FORM DABLE AS ANY WE HAVE
EXPERI ENCED | N THE PAST.

ONE SUCH OBVI QUS PROBLEM | S THAT OF

VI OLENCE. THE MOST | MPORTANT IS THE

ATTI TUDE OF THE PRETORI A REG ME TOMNRD
THE NEED FOR PROFOUND AND | RREVERSI BLE
CHANGE I N THE DI RECTI ON OF DEMOCRACY.
PEACE AND FREEDOM | N OUR COUNTRY.

THE ENEM ES OF FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY I N
SQUTH AFRI CA HAVE RESCRTED TO THE
PROMOTI ON OF WHAT SEEMS, ON THE

SURFACE, LIKE BLACK - ON - BLACK VI OLENCE,
AS A WEAPON TO | MPEDE PROGRESS.

VI OLENCE 1S NOT A NEW FEATURE I N THE
POLI TI CAL LANDSCAPE OF APARTHEI D.



APARTHEI D LI KE ALL REPRESSI VE SCOCI AL
SYSTEMS, |'S AN | NHERENTLY DI VI SI VE AND
CONFLI CTUAL SYSTEM AND THEREFCORE A
PERMANENT AND SYSTEM C SOURCE OF

VI OLENCE. THE MASS POVERTY, DI SEASE AND

| GNOCRANCE WHI CH ARE A STRUCTURAL RESULT
OF APARTHEI D ARE ALSO POTENT FORMS OF

VI OLENCE. THE ENEM ES OF PROCRESS, ARE
TODAY USI NG THEI R VAST RESCURCES TO

I NTENSI FY THI S VI CLENCE W TH THE

DELI BERATE | NTENTI ON OF PREVENTI NG THE
EMERGENCE OF A POLI TI CAL CLI MATE
NECESSARY FOR A PEACEFUL SCLUTION TO THE
CONFLI CT IN OUR COUNTRY.

ONE OF OUR MAJOR PRIORITIES I N THE
CURRENT PERIOD IS TO CONTAIN AND END THI S
VI OLENCE. THE CROWNI NG EXPERI ENCE OF OUR
EFFORTS IN THI' S REGARD WAS THE SI GNI NG OF
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THE NATI ONAL PEACE ACCORD, I N
JOHANNESBURG, ON THE 14t h OF SEPTEMBER,
TH' S YEAR, BY MR NELSON MANDELA, MR F. W
DE KLERK A ND MR MANGOSUTHU BUTHELEZI ON
BEHALF OF THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS.
THE NATI ONAL PARTY AND THE | NKATHA
FREEDOM PARTY RESPECTI VELY.

WHATEVER THE PROM SES OF PEACE RAI SED BY
THI'S ACCORD, | TS SUCCESS MUST PARTLY
DEPEND ON STRI CT ADHERENCE TO ALL I TS
PROVI SI ONS BY ALL ACTUAL AND POTENTI AL

S| GNATORI ES.  BEYOND THAT, WHATEVER

PEACE | T BRINGS | S DESTI NED TO REMAI N FAR
LESS THAN COVPLETE UNTI L THE STRUCTURAL
SOQURCE OF VI OLENCE - APARTHEID, |S
COVPLETELY ERADI CATED.
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T 1S NOW PUBLI C KNONLEDGE THAT THE
PRETORI A REG ME HAS BEEN SECRETELY

FI NANCI NG ORGANI SATI ONS WHI CH ARE THE
MOST ACTI VE AND VI SI BLE | NSTRUMVENTS OF
THI'S VI OLENCE. SWORN AFFI DAVI TS,
CCOLLECTED, I N VI OLENCE- STRI KEN

COWUNI TI ES, BY THE CHURCHES, PO NT TO
THE ACTI VE PARTI Cl PATI ON OF THE PRETCRI A
REG ME' S SECURI TY FORCES - OR SECTI ONS
THERECF OR PROM NENT | NDI VI DUALS THEREI N,
I N THE PROMOTI ON OF VI OLENCE.

ANOTHER PROM NENT FEATURE OF THI S

VI CLENCE | S THE VI SI BLE RELUCTANTE OF THE
PRETORI A REG ME TO USE I TS VAST SECURI TY
STRUCTURES, RESOURCES AND EXPERI ENCE TO
STOP I T. THE REG ME'S PROTESTATI ONS OF

I NNOCENCE HAVE WORN THIN I N THE FACE OF

| TS APPARENT FAI LURE TO BRI NG THE
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PERPETRATORS OF THE SPATE OF PCLI TI CAL
MASSACRES AND ASSASSI NATI ONS TO BOCK.
AS A RESULT OF I TS ACTS OF OM SSI ON AND
COW SSI ON, THE REG ME CANNOT BE
EXONERATED FROM RESPONSI BI LI TY FOR THE
VI OLENCE. I TS COWPLICITY I N THE VI OLENCE
UNDERLI NES A FUNDAMENTAL CONSI DERATI ON:
THAT THE REG ME | S GLARI NGLY UNQUALI FI ED
TO ASSUME THE RCLE OF REFEREE AND PLAYER
N THE TRANSI TI ONAL PROCESS. THIS IS
CONSI STENT W TH THE FACT THAT THE
PRETORI A REG ME CANNOT REALI STI CALLY BE
EXPECTED TO PRESI DE OVER THE ERADI CATI ON
OF APARTHEI D. WHATEVER ELSE ONE MAY
WSH TO THHNK OF THE REG ME, IT IS
DEFI NI TELY NOT SuU CI DAL.
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STAGE, ARE NOT ONLY PREMATURE BUT
COUNTER- PRODUCTI VE.
WE REGRET THE FACT THAT THE UNI TED
STATES ADM NI STRATI ON, I N A DEPARTURE
FROM | TS RECENT TENDENCY TO TRY TO
CONSULT W TH LEADERS OF THE SCOUTH
AFRI CAN PECPLE ON | SSUES AFFECTI NG THEM
HAS UNI LATERALLY DECI DED TO LI FT
SANCTI ONS AGAI NST APARTHEI D SCUTH
AFRI CA. WE ACCORDI NGLY APPEAL TO THE
AVERI CAN PECPLE - ESPECI ALLY STUDENTS ON
UNI VERSI TY CAMPUSES, TO RESI ST ALL
EFFORTS TO REMOVE REMAI NI NG SANCTI ONS.
PARTI CULARLY THOSE | MPOSED AT STATE AND
LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEVEL.
| CHALLENGE ALL OF YOU AND - THROUGH
LI NCOLN UNI VERSI TY, ALL THE UNI VERSI Tl ES
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AND PEOPLE OF THE UNI TED STATES, TO

I NTENSI FY YOUR ALL- ROUND SUPPORT SO THAT
WE ARE ABLE TO ERADI CATE APARTHEI D

W THOUT UNDUE DELAY. AS A PROUD MEMBER
OF THE ACADEM C COMMUNI TY OF THI S

I NSTI TUTION, | ALSO CHALLENGE LI NCOLN
UNI VERSI TY TO STRI VE ALWAYS TO EXCEED

| TSELF AND TO EXCEL NOT ONLY AS A BLACK
UNI VERSI TY BUT ALSO TO ASPI RE TO BECOVE
THE BEST OF ALL PGOSSI BLE UNI VERSI Tl ES.

I THANK YOU ALL, ONCE AGAIN, FOR THE
ACADEM C HONOURS YOU HAVE BESTOWED
UPON ME AND, THROUGH ME, UPON THE
STRUGGLI NG PEOPLE OF SQUTH AFRI CA. |
ASSURE YOU, I N ALL SCLEMNITY, THAT WE
SHALL ALWAYS STRI VE TO BE A WORTHY
MEMBER OF LI NCCLN UNI VERSI TY.
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FORWARD TO THE ERADI CATI ON OF APARTHEI D
AND TO THE CREATION OF A UNI TED, NON-
RACI AL, NON- SEXI ST, AND DEMOCRATI C SOQUTH
AFRI CA. FORWARD TO A FREE, PROSPEROUS,
HUMANE AND PEACEFUL FUTURE FOR ALL OF
HUMANI TY.



