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_ ,The seventeen days that shook South Africa and, indeed,
_ the entire worldbfrom March 21st this year have forced an irrevocable
turn in the history of the country. For a brief but glorious moment
the nationis urban’proletariat actively intervened in the destiny of
tieir affairs and ushered in a new period, rich in historical perspec-’
tives and preghant with political possibilities, for the democratic
movement. ’ t’ a
a , That the heroic protracted strike and militant demon-
strations - deliberately called_’riots’ by ruling class circles and
democratic nannies alike - for higher wages and the abolition of the
pass laws were doomed to failure became indubitable as the dramatic
events of the March Days unfolded. It is true that the authority oftbe
state was overthrown in a number of locations. It is true that the
State was forced to retreat by suspending the pass laws. It is also
true that by withholding their labour power the workers rocked the
economy of the country. Yet nowhere did the workers seriously en-
croach upon the sovereignty of the State by setting up and expanding,
on a territorial basis, their own illegal’sovereignty. There was,
in brief, ho dual power which is the political essence of a revolu-
tionary situation. The State accordingly had the situation well in
hanct retreated for aetical reasons, to be sure, but made no concess-
ions which would certainly have been fraught with the greatest peril
to its existence, It appreciated the Machiaevellian warning : ’The
most dangerous moment in the rule of a despotic government is the
moment it begins to reformc For reforms, conceded under mass
pressure; act as a landslide in that the oppressed, tasting the fruits
it str1 gle and therefore realising that there is no need for them to
r imperiously demand and struggle for a thorough renovation of
seeiety.
a . - If therefore the situation represented a crisis, a his-
.e-ical watershed, then this must not blind ourselves to the fact that
’ait fell short of a revolutionary_crisis. The elements that conspire
to proiuce a revolutionary situation are the following : first, the
breakdown;ef the produ tive forces and means of distribution as 1
measured ngthe grave disparity between what the workers receive andt
what theyfproduce. The intolerable conditions of the people as ex-
hibited in their demand for a living wage testifies to the presence ’
of this element in the South African situation.. Second, a revolu-
tionary situation is eviiehced in the lack of immediate homogeneity on
the part of ruling class parties over policy. The objective effect
-of sueh dissention over methods of rule is loss of prestige of the ’
ruling groups in the eyes of the people, increasing restlessness and
"a growing awareness of an impending social cataclysm. This too was
much in evidence even prior to the March events. Third, a revolu-
tionary ggtuation mahifests itself in growing class consciouSness and
struxgie which tend to overcome racial, religious and other immater-
ial differencesg, also in strikes, riots and militant demonstrations,
and in the disintegration of the traditional blind obedience on the
part of the oppressed. This element dominated the national scene
. Quring the crisis: i
t
i v . In two crucial respects the situation in South Africa
_ faiied to measure up to a revolutionary crisis. First, it is not
tenly necessary that the people should find it impossible to go on
living in the old way and demand changes; for the revolution to
succeed it is necessary that the rulers should find it impOSSible to
go on ruling in the old way, that they should consequently become
confused, divided, paralysed, and thereby lend objective aid to the
revolutionary forces.. This prenresuisite for revolution was clearly
absent in March assthe governing classes were able to close their



Vranks.and prevent by force of arms the illegal sovereignty of a num-
"ber of locations from expanding. The Western Cape, storm centre of
the conflict, did not gain sufficient support from the Rand, Durban
and Port Elizabeth to help produce an all-national crisis embracing
the exploited and exploiters alike. The old property relations
could still contain the imperious productive forces. In a word, the
old order has not sufficiently exhausted itself. Our March was cer-
tainly a far ory from an October;
. The other fundamental pre-requisite for radical social
echange is a revolutionary party which can forge a link with the objec-
’tive revolutionary situatiOn by exploiting every lead towards the
.assault on the summits of the State Such a requisite political in-
strument which, by drawing in layer after layer of the exploited into
the struggle, can speak on behalf of the nation and show a way out of
the impasse, was sorely lacking-in the countryu The resilience of
the old society 13 partly responsible for the absence of this sub-
jective. factor. In point of fact those political groups - the PAC
-. and Liberal Party - which were leading the struggle were orientated
"towards a d.espotic State in an endeavour to gain concessions and
effect a Compromise. Herein resides the essential reason for_the de-
feat ofrthe. Stru551e. -
VICTQRY IN DEFEAT.
m...- - - 1.7 1 .nv-1’ - .15-"...1-n.
. w A It is none  the less indubitable that every mass struggle,
eSpecially during a crisis, teaches in a few days those fundamental
N-lessons which in relatively normal times invariably take years and
e-ven decades. Indeed ,History testifies that there are times when it
is better for the morale and political education of the people that
they should give- battl e and 50 down heroically to defeat than that
they should abstain from a struggle merely on the grounds that they
cannot Win.1-There can be no gainsaying the fact that as a result of
the March Days the movement has emerged with certain dearly-won gains
and learnt certain precious lesons which must give more direction to
later struggles and invest them with a richer ideolog ical content.
.2 Theoppressed are beComi1n5 aware of their crucial role in
V the e’conomy of the country and accordin 51y. alive to the tremendous
political poSsibilities that lie in mass strike action. They are
perceiving, tOO, as a corolJery to this, that the sten guns of the
police and the army have shattered the illusion of peaceful demons-
tratiOns and passiveresistance as effective means of forcing the
rulers to concede their demands. They are beginning to realise that
the policy of sending the leadership to 5aol, the heroism of this
act notwithstanding, is suicidal to a people bereft as they conSe-
’quently are of any guidance 1n their battles. The lesson is also
bein5 driven home that, in their endeavour to force the State to
raise the wage rates, this institution reveals itself as an instru-
ment of class rule by riding out in defence of the bosses. There
is accordingly the grow1n5 reaJ.isation that it is impossible for
the noh-Ownin5 classes to ne5otiate with a State that in times of
crisis reveals so glaringly its true character: as the executive
committee for carrying on the affairs of the bourgeoisie.
The crisis in South Africa is the crisis in the relations
between capital and labour. Arlunfree working’class, whose move-
ments are curbed and controlled by the pass laws, whose freedom to
sell their labour power is restricted by the industrial colour bar,
is waging a relentless strugg is to e1fect full inte5 ration on a
national scale with the centres of urban graduction. It is this
struggle for economic integration and hence also for political and
legal equality by the labourin5 masses that seeks to accomplish the
national unificat ion of the count ry. What the crisis has shattered
is the idea- that the natiOnal stru55le is the demand by certain none
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class racial groups for democracy now,and then perhaps for a sepa-
rate state existence afterwards. The national struggle is rather
the form in which the class struggle is expreSsing itself. The
’community of class interests of predominantly labouring masses is
cutting across the ethnic ruins of socalled national groupings by
their demand to be recognised on a national scaleg not as Africans
or as Non-Europeans with a distinct way of life,but as a modern work-
ing class with the same rights,the Same culture and the same civilisa-
tion enjoyed by those in any modern democratic country.
’There are people who are necessary,’ observed a French his-
torian, when writing of the wilful but futile suppression by foreign
powers of Polj.sh and Italian cultures and traditions. The March Days
have proved the economic, political and hence the psychological indim
visibility of South Africa. All are therefore following or trying to
be integrated with one main cultural stream. There are no special
people in the land who are necessary. The utter obsolescence of
multi-racialism and Non-Europeanism and the anti-historical claims
made in their behalf consequently stand exposed to the light of day.
1 If the powers who were given such a jolt are again entrenched
as firmly as ever, then all these lssons represent a victory in defeat
and justify the stru ggle if anyoneimagines that it needs justification.
Slowly the physical and h(ychological wounds 01 defeat are being
healed.. The next phase of the struggle begins anew - but on a higher
plane.
3 The crisis came at a time when/thg process of being trans-
ferred to working class ranks, the Africans have well-nigh been de-
prived of all income they had hitherto extracted from the soil to
supplement the starvation wages they earn as migrant workers in the
Cities. It is this:rrevocable divorce from the soil that is forcing
them to look to the cities as a way out of the impasse by fighting
for the abolition of the pass laws and for a living wage. They must
now, in ever-growing numbers, step into the industrial arena with the
only commodity they can offer to gain a livelihood - their power to
labour.
During the twelve years of Nationalist rule we have witness-
ed the murderous application of racialist ideologies. To those who
abstract ’race’ from the sum total of material life, which gives rise
to it :ni out of nh:_ch it must the1e10re be explained, the colour
legislation of the regime would appear to be motivated by sheer
lunacy. Racial policies, however, make sense only if we regard them
as the ideological form in which class interests assert themselves.
It is worthy of note, for example, that the spate of discriminatory
legislation corresponded with a period of the most remarkable capi-
italist development in South Africa90f the most rapid.proletarianisa-
tion and impoverishment of the people; Hence the anti-colour legis-
lation of the regime must oe seen as a class war, as a war by capital
to exploit labour more efIiciently and to cojrce it more rigorously.
The laws of the past decade especially have been designed
to divorce the people from thei1 traditional subsistence economy, to
press them into the employ of capitalist enterprises andcrush any
resistance Ty them to their impoverishment in the process of being
proletarianised
The kingpin of the whole system of labour organisation is
the pass laws. Their purpose is to shunt labour to and fro, hither
Tand’thither, to meet the competition for cheap tractable labour by
the three sectors of the economy: mining, ag 1 culture and manufac-
turing They are the effective means of regulating the labour
supply in each productive centre to paralyse collectiVe bargcinirig
by the workers,to freleze their wage rates and control the Size of the



-4-
industrial reserve army on the land, ready to be released periodic-
ally and sent forth to meet any sudden labour requirement of any
sector of the economy. l
THE CLASS LINE-UP IN THE STRUGGLE
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The campaign for the abolition of the pass laws and the in-
crease of the minimum wage rate to $8.3.4. per week was consequently
calculated to strike at the very root of the system under which cap-
italism exploits the country - the industrial colour bar with its
two prongs: the migrant labour system and low rates of pay based on
socalled colour considerations. ’
We must pause here to depict the attitude of the-various
classes and their political representatives to this campaign. For
it is precisely in times of crisis that a nation is rent in twain
and constitutes itself into two mutually antagonistic camps: the
one consisting of those classes WhiCh stand four-square behind pro-
perty and the social relationships which cement it; the other com-
prising those who seek to smash these relationships in order to
effect a radical redistribution; if not an equitable diffusiony of
the social wealth.
. The forces of law and orderswhich_in relatively normal
times mask the property interests they serve by the use of democratic
phrasemongering,nailed their colours to the mast amid the sound and
fury of the struggle. The United Party, understandably enough,
stood firmly for the strongest measures against the strikers. The
Progressive Party, formed in order to canalise the labour movement
and avert popular revolution by a policy of appeasement, advocated
the status quo and expressed their hostility to all extra-legal
methods by the democratic forces.
. It was the capitalist farming class who,through Nationalist
Party organs, exhibited the most overt implacable hostility to the
abolition of the pass laws. And for good reason. The land barons
depend for their profits largely on anIMmobilised, cheap and tractable
labour force which the pass laws can alone guarantee. They accord-
ingly had every reason to fear that the abolition of the pass laws
would lead to the most rapid tranSfer of the liberated rural labour
force to the cities where manufacturing, commerce and transport offer
them higher rates of remuneration. It is common cause that the
land barons can run a wasteful system of agriculture as a profitable
" concern only by relying on heavy state subsidies, price and import
controlgand above all, on a labouring class earning very low wages.
The same attitude must have been expressed in the inner
circles of the government by mining, the most powerful and " caphmlkw
class. By paying the State colossal sums in taxes, used largely to
subsidise agriculture, by having great investments in industry and
landed property and making manufacturing and agriculture loans into
the bargain, mining is the fly wheel of the economy, a prime gener-
ator of wealth. Moreover, it furnishes a lucrative market for the
goods of the two other setors of the economy. In a word, the latter
are-connected by a number of threads with, and dependent for their deV"
elopient on, the financial bourgeoisie. Every government stands
or falls by its attitude to the mining industry.
The financial bourgeoisie depend for their great profits
from mining on the employment of migrant labourers who are recruited
at about $4 per month by Chamer of Mines agents in the Reserves and
elsewhere. It stands to rason that the industry depends on the pass
laws to recruit such labour on its own terms and prevent at the same
time the diversion of their potential recruits into avenues offering
higher rates of remuneration. And since a wage of $1 per week cannot
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minister to the needs of the miner’s family in the City, it is in
the interests of the financial bourgeoisie to secure through the
pass laws the retention of the migrant’s family with uneconomic
holdings in the Reservesa --
Because of this mutual dependence of mining and agricul-
ture on the pass laws, the State, as their executive organ, was in-
structed to make no concessions on them,
It may logically be contended that manufacturing, youngest
of the capitalist family, by its higher wage rates, had the most to
gain from the abolition of the pass laws. The representatives of
secondary industry have indeed maintained that they stood for higher
wage rates to expand the local market,as well as for the abolition
of the pass laws to create a stable labour force with Centinuity in
industrial experience. The events of March belied the apparent
logic of this reasoninge
When the strikers demanded from the State that it should
force the industrialists to negotiate with them for wage increases
this sooalld progressive bourgeoisie maintained the silence of the
grave. They made no move at all to meet the strikers, but in fact
sought refuge in the strong arm of the State. e
The truth is that while the bourgeoisie often reas0n logic-
ally and come to important conclusions theoretically on capital -
labour relations, their Class position as owners of property robs
them of all consistency in the heat of political battles. They fear
that labour demands, once conceded under presure, give people confi-
dence to struggle for more and theeby endanger the eXisting ownership
and distributionof wealtht That they are now prepared once more to
discuss and prOpose increases is proof of their pusillanimity. The
method of the bourgeoisie is slow reforms from above so that there is
utter dependence on them from below. They may,in short, agree with
the aspirations of the workers,but oppose the means used to realise
them9 and admonish the toiles not unlikeBurke in his tLetters on the
French Revolution:’ ’At present you seem in everything to have
strayed out of the high road of nature. The property of France
does not govern it.’
In the final reckoning, therefore? there is an identity
of interests between mining, agriculture and manufacturinnghen it comes
to the question of defending property and keeping the toiler chained
to it.
In South Africa this identity of interests is not only
based on their joint legal title to the means of production. It
flows from the financial dependence of manufacturing and agricul-
ture on mining. And all gain real security against a labour re-
volution in a colour bar whose function it is to decimate the ranks
of the workers and crush all resistance by them to improve their
lot.
The colour bar is, in sum, both the mode of operation
and mode of domination of capitalism in South Africa.
Of the politically oppressed classes the African workers,
especially those without locus standi in the Cities, had the most
to gain from the abolition of the pass laws. It was precisely
this stratum of rootless workers that evinced the most tenacious
resistance to the reactionary forces arrayed against them. The
transformation of their implicit opposition to the passes to one
of explicit struggle was hastened by the implementation of the
declared governmental policy to unwind the spool of urbanisation
in an endeavour to realise the Bantustan dream and guarantee
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abundant farm and mine labour at depressed wage rates. This anti-t
historical trend has been manifesting itself in mass evictions froml
the cities of those Africans who, though having in most cases severed
all connections with the Reserves,are not allowed to settle permanent-
ly in urban areas. In the Western Cape this policy was more rigo-
rously executed than elsewhere. This is in consonance with the
Eiselen Line; and it is therefore not surprising that the most sus-
tained resistance was encountered in that area. The PAC accordingly
was all-powerful in the Cape.
It is significant that the people of Nyanga were the last
to submit despite the terrible beatings which they suffered at the
hands of the police. There was cause for their valiant struggle
which earned the admiration of the world. They comprise those work-
ers and their families who, though having lost their holdings in the
overcrowded rserves,are regarded by the regime as temporary urban
dwellers until arrangements are made for their transfer to the newly-
established rural villages. These are a euphemism forilabounpodksloqned
in barren areas where they would be condemned to bondage conditions.
’ The same protracted resistance for similar reasons was dis-
played by the Langa ’bachelors’ who, without family responsibilities
of their own, had in most instances irrevocably severed connections
with the Reserves. The PAC was given an urban Character by this
working class layer.
Far less militancy was evinced by those migrant workers who
come to the cities periodically to supplement the incomes they receive
from small-soale farming in the Reserves. In point of fact, many Of
them considered that the strike was interfering with the main business
for which they had come to the cities - to make as much mony as soon
as possible and then return to their primary livelihood as peasant
farmers. It is understandable therefore that the task force of PAC
had to use drastic measures against this minority group when it strove
to break the strike. Many simply left for ’home’ when the strike was
at its height.
In the course of the strike campaign it became clear that
a minority of African strikers required the support of the majority
Coloured workers_if the struggle was to meet with any success in the
Cape. The Coloured workers are moreover employed in certain key
industries? and thus a display of solidarity by them with the loca-
tion dwellers would have forced the State and the industrialists to
open negotiations with the strikers.
Attempts were made to draw in the Coloured workers by the
distribution of pamphlets issued by anonymous bodies. There was
hardly any response. ’The traditional Coloured political bodies
proved that they had no roots in the working class. The_Coloured
trade uniOn movement itself was tied hand and foot to the trade
union bureaucrats - those sergeant majors of capital in_the ranks
of the labour movement, They brought out a polioe-inspired state-
ment calling upon the workers to ignore the strike campaign and
attend work daily. In the absence of any political work by the
liberatory movement to wrest COntrol from the trade union bureau-
crats, to politioise the workers and break down thelooation walls
separating them from their African brethen, the Coloured workers
felt there was no community of interests between their relatively
privileged positions and the socio-economic problems of Ianga and
Nyanga,
The problem of gaining Coloured support in the Cape was
aggravated by the explicit statements of the PAC that the struggle
was by Africans and for Africans alone. The ideology of African
nationalism helped to isolate the strikers in the Western Cape.
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It was only in the Worcester area that the Coloured work-
ers showed their solidarity with the strike movement when 60,000 of
them stayed away from work for a few days. This militancy most
Coloured and Africans in that part of the country. They live
cheek by jowl and were hospitable to PAC propaganda.
Little is known about the struggles of the rural workers
during the emergency. News did however filter through that the
more settled peasants in the reserves were putting up a determined
opposition to the Rehabilitation Scheme and Bantu Authorities. The
strugggleof’the Pondos is a case in point. But as far as the
workers on European farms are concerned the authoritieS’apparently
had the situation well in hand. It is clear however that the eX-
tention of the emergency regulations to a number of rural townships
meant that the Africans of these areas were taking a lead from the
urban centres.
The Coloured petty bourgeoisie of the Cape - traders, con-
tractors,shopkeepers, highly-paid artiSans with middle class liveli-
hoods and aspirations - and their political and literary representa-
tives - teachers, students and doctors - displayed their fear of the
strike campaign in various forms, depending on their individual posi-
tions. It is neCessary for working class education that we
scrutinise under the lens of historical materialism this motley groupw
ing that by virtue of its intermediary position in society exhibits
bristling contradictions in political ideas and practices; contra-
dictions which are rendered more complex by their racial fears and
prejudices vis-a-vis the African masses.
The petty bourgeoisie is a transitional class in which the_
conflicting interests of labour and capital meet to be neutralised.
This results in a non-class approach to political problems as V
evidenced in the use of such terms as ’herrenvolkisim’ ’the unity
of theoppressed’, ’Coloured and African sectors’, and the like.
They demand democracy not in order to do away with the two extremes
of capital and labour, but in order to weaken their antagonism and
reconcile them. They certainly demand the change of society in a
democratic direction but within the bounds of small property and
enterprise. Hence their demand for an equitable distribution of
the land and the right to buy and sell fixed property freely.
They mask their petty bourgeois interests with radical
and even revolutionary phraseology, but the content of their ideas
always remain the same. Just as we have to distinguish in
private life between what a man says and thinks of himself and
what he really is so in politics we have to distinguish between
what a person says and what he exactly means, between the phrases
and political notions of parties and their organic interests’and
role in real life. Such a distinction will show the petty bour-
geois fear that class struggles and mass.movments will jeopardise
their interest in the harmonious evolution of society so that
small property, small enterprise and bourgeois professionalism can
be protected.
It wouldlimwnerbc artificial to aver that the political
and literary representatives of the petty bourgeoisie wish at all
times to promote the eeoistic class interests of shopkeepers and
traders. What distinguishes the political and educated represen-
tatives of the petty bourgeoisie from this class itself is that in
their ideology and ideas they do not go beyond or counter to those
interests which the petty bourgeoisie represent and strive for in
real life; that these democratic representatives of small pro-
perty are theoretically driven to the same tasks and solutions
which the material interests and social position of the petty
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bourgeoisie drive the latter to do in practical life. In the
light of this the antiquarian erudition of the teachers, traditional
spokesmen for thesmall middle Class, becomes clear, when we examine
their periodic_pronunciamentos. Thus they gave a left wing cover
for their abstentionism from the struggles by warning against play-
ing on the conscience of the rulers by means of passive resistance,
and by calling for a more ’responsible leadership’. The petty
bourgeoisie breathed a sigh of relief.
Some sections of the small middle class tried to gain
security against the location workers and an anticipated racial
pogram by closing their businesses and sending food to the besieged
African townships. ’Beware of the Greeks when they send you pre-
sents!’ .
The behaviour of the various classes during the crisis is
therefore of great value to-the working class and their political
leadership.
It is not only necessary to teach the workers forms of
economic exploitation and political oppression about which they in
any event have first hand experience. It is not only neessary to
show them how and in whose behalf the State acts. It is moreover
neoessary to reveal to them the anatomy of the various classes and
how these reveal their ’soul’ at a given and crucial historical
moment.. Thelessons of March are in this respect very precious ones.
THE ANTAGONISM BETWEEN THE PRODUCTIVE FORCES AND THE RELATIONS OF
PRODUCTION. .
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The crisis in the relations between capital and labour in
South Africa comes at a stage when it is no longer possible on the
basis of the existing distribution of income for the oppressed workers
to sustain themselves by their own institutional handiwork. It is
therefore fundamental to this inquiry to determine what elements
enter into the composition of wages and how the point is reached when
the needs of the workers outstrip their income, forcing them conse- ’
quently to take to the road of class struggle. 4
Under ideal or typical conditions of capitalist production
the minimum wage rates are determined by the cost of the worker to
produce the material necessities of life -his’food, his elothing,his shelter-
and the cost to reproduce himself or,in other words, to maintain his
family. eThis is central to what has been calledthe iron law of
wages.
It is of the essence none the lessthat under capitalism
thewage worker produces surplus value; or to put it another way,
that he produces over and above the equivalent of his wages an
amount for which heis not paid. This unpaid portion takes the
form of profit, rent or interest. Surplus value is not however
appropriated in its entirety at the point of productionl but in the
course of the whole process of capitalist production, Circulation
and exchange, by the working out of immanent economic laws.
To say however that surplus value accrues to the employers
by the operation of impersonal economic laws is erroneous-for such
a point of view forgets that man is at the root of prodnction. The
worker can therefore gain a portion of this surplus soc1al product
by active political struggle., Hence it is necessary to press the
point of the iron law of wages a little deeper lest we be guilty of
a gross over-simplification. If the value of labour power is
determined by the value of the means of subSistenee to sustain the
worker, what, it must be asked, is necessary to his sustenance?
Obviously, the gratification of his natural wants. But are his
wants fixed and determined by nature?



-9-
The number and extent of man’ s wants are ultimately his-
torically conditioned. They depend on the extent and degree of civil-
isation of the country. For the needs of men and the way in which
they are satisfied are rooted in society. And as man is a social
animal they are measured, not in relation to the satisfaction they
bring, but in relation to the general standards of society and the
stage of its historical development. Needs and their satisfaction
are therefore relative. The meaning of a subsistence wageis eon-
tinously being transformed by the general march of civilisation. And
this historieally-oonditioned meaning of a minimum wage can again be
transformed by the political struggles of the workers to wrest from
the OWning classes a portion of the surplus value. The class
struggle of today determines the wage rates of tomorrow. A histor-
ical, political and, if you please9 a moral element enters into the
composition of wages.
The present wage rates of the oppressed in South Africa
belong to that period in South Afrie an history when,’emerg in5 from
tribalism and entering the labour market without skills, the needs
and comforts of the Africans were rudimentary in’a country that was
just being ushered into modern times by mining and whose degree of
civilisation was therefore low. This circumstance gave their low
wage rates historical justification. Their wage rates were given
additional justification, also on historical grounds, by the fact
that they retained connections with pockets of their subsistence
economy where they comd supplement their industrial incomes to meet
the cost of maintaining their families.
We can now grasp the secret why capitalism has been able
to flout the iron law of wages by paying the oppressed worker a wage
rate below the subsistence level and freezing his income into the
bargain over a number of decades. The secret resides in the fact
that capitalism has hitherto shouldered off on the worker himself
the responsibility for supplementingthis income to meet the production
and reproduction of the material necessities of life. And it has
done so by forcing- the migrant worker to retain connections with
small- scale farming in the Reserves and labour tenancy on European
farms.
This partially transferred responsibility by capitalism for
the maintenance and perpetuation of the worker by extra-industrial
means argues the retention, in part at any rate, of the old tribal
subsistence economy. This law of combined development, of combining,
that is, pre-eapitalist social forms with the last word in modern
industrial teehniqes, has not only made it possible for the pinch-
penny mining industry to rnnat a profit and a wasteful system of
agriculture to survive; it has enabled manufacturing to make tre-
mendous progress over thelast few decades and reap great profits.
The law also has this-grat merit from the point of view of the ruling
classes, that it averted the class struggle between labour and
capital,because a rootless proletariat, shackled by obsolete tribal
institutions could not effetively assert their claims for recognition
as a free modern working class with the right to a modern living
standard and the right to improve them by collective bargaining. And
in the Circumstances the struggle by the workers to increase his
wage was curbed, rendering his income static and securing for the
entrepenevr, middleman and banke r the overall profits accruing frOm
labour - the source of all value.
It is in the nature of eapitalism, however, that it breeds
its own contradictions. For it is an inexorable 19 w that it must
eontinually corrode and assimilate all pre- ea pitalist social forms
in order to swing into its orbit more dispossessed labourers to meet
the need for labour and to expand its fields of investments and
markets. This process of primary accumulation, of what in South
Africa we may call internal eolnnialism, has been rigorously
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executed by the Nationalist government to minister to the needsof
the different sectors of the economy. The last decade has accord-
ingly seen the eviction in hot-house fashion of cultivators from
their holdings, the enclosure of grazing lands, the culling of steak
and the forcible transformation of squatters and labour tenants on
European farms into fulleblown labourers.
The crisis came at a time when this process of internal
colonialism, of assimilating, that is,the remnante of the tribal
subsistence economy9has come to an end for the vast majority. And
with it has arrived the depletion of that supplementary source of
income for the workers to maintain themselves and their families.
They must now either effect full integration with the in-
dustrial centres and assert their claim to a living wage or they
must perish amid the ruins of their traditional economy. But in
this struggle for full integration they are frustrated at every
turn by a superstructure of obsolete laws which regulate social
production suited to the state of the productive forces of an
earlier historical period. The dynamic productive forces are coming
into open conflict with the static productive relations.
; The growth of the productive forces is evidencedih.the .
rapid acquisition of skills and techniques by the workers and conse-
quently in the rapid transformation of their consciousness. It is
also evidenced in the growth of technology and-the expansion of the
system of exchange and distribution. These forces are violently
coming into collision with the static property relations (the legal
term for the productive relations) which include the industrial colour
bar, the migrant labour system, the pass laws, the location system,
and political forms of oppression to buttress economic eXploitation.
The class struggle develops whenever in the course of pro-
duction an exploited class finds that it cannot sustain itself at the
level to which it has been accustomed. In South Africa this struggle
is on the order of the day. It has been hastened also by the trans-
formation of the meaning of a subsistence wage under the impact of
the forward march Of Civilisation. There is, in other words, a
growing cultural disparity between those who own and benefit from.
the means of production and those who have to slave at them. This
disparity the workers are_finding more and more intolerable.
Gradually the collision between the productive forces and
the property relationsis penetrating their consciousness and trans-
forming it, making them aware of the issus_at stake.
. As long as the exploited people obtained some sort of
livelihood from fragments of a subsistence economy, they clung to
the_idea, like the-English workers during the early period of the
Industrial Revolution, that they could eecape the ’evils’ of capi-
talism by retaining connections with, extending or returning to old-
fashioned agrarianism by a partition of the land. Capitalism has
shattered all these dearly-held illusions by severing their ties
with the land. This objectivedevelopment has in turn enabled them
to broaden their historieal vision and set their historical sights
higher in accordance with an ineluctable historical proeess. We
perceive their new outlook in the struggle to make a pemanent trans-
fer to the cities. This is how it was in every country that has
taken the road to industrialisation. And this is how it must be
here inasmuch as History has not yet devised any preferential treat-
ment for people to escape the purgatory of capitalism. It is in
this spirit of self-confrontation, of selfueonsoiousness, that the
workers have ceased to be a class-in-itself. They have become a
class-for-itself.
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THE PAN AFRICANIST CONGRESS AND THE LIBERAL PARTY
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It we s the Libere l P9rty which seized the opportunity to
fill the political vacuum created by the col19.pse of the mejor tend-
encies of the democratic mevement. To be sure, long before the
crisis the liberals were feverishly busy building bridges between
the rules and the oppresed. This is their traditional role in m9ss
struggles. such contect betWeen the ruler and the ruled the liber9ls
consider necesse ry to prevent labour from asserting itself as an
independent force and becoming 9 d9nger to bourgeois prooerty rel9-
tions. In an endeavour therefore to limit the democr9tic strivingsi
of the people to the boundaries of C9 p1t9lism and bring them under
the rule of (bourgeois) law, the liberals 9dv009 ted phased democra-
tis9tion with the 91d of UNO troops. To brinb the movement under
the heel of propertyythe liberals arrogated to themselves all the
traditional political slogans associated the democratic movement
non-racial democracyg political and social equality, and the like.
’The enemies of the people’g’said Robespierre, ’speak with the voice
of the people in order to betr9y the people’. The liberals held’
before the people the prospect of fighting alongside property in
order to live under property. PAC furnished themwith the neCessary
mass base for the dissemination of their ideas and the task of
cenalising the movement into constitutional channels.
As a breakaway organisation PAC was initially formed 98
a bitter reaction to the opportunistic policies pursued by the Cong-
ress Movement. Its rapid development within the space of 9 year
testifies to the sufferings of the people who were clearly looking
for an 9ltern9tive leadership. PAC drew tremendous inspiration from
the tide of African n9 tionalism sweeping the African continent, and
was given 9 plan of campaign by the recent Accr9 Conference at .which
both they and the Liberal P9rty were represented. ’ .
It will be recalled th9t the Accra Conference advocated 9
United States of Africa and expressed its belief in themethod of
passive resistance as the most effective to secure democracy and in-
dependence. Both the Liberal P9 rty 99d PAC 9cclaimed these decisions
and came away convinced that these were the pespectives and method of -
struggle for South Africa.
While we salute the PAC leadership for having lived up to
their motto of ’Service, Sacrifice and Suffering’, we believe that
their failure must firstly be attributed to an amazing pre-occupation
with the methods of passive resistance9 the effectof which was to
emasculate the all-powerful strike weapon and relegate the demands
of the people to the’background. And secondly, they failed because
they pinned 9.11 their faith on the efficacy- of African nationalism,
largely for emotional re9sons, es rallying point for l9 abour. We
believe th9ttheyse w the problems of industrial South Afric-9 largely
through the prism of the pre- -industr191 emerg ent end emergent
Africa states; ’
The idea ofe 9Un1ted Ste tee of Africa is scientifically 1
insupportable and politically indefensible, if not impracticable.
It is scientifiea lly insupportable because it assum’ that states
at different levels of historiC9l development - 9t tribal, semi-
tribal, plantation and commercial leVels - can somehow be integrated
together with industrial South Africa on the basis of African
nationalism - an emotional force which claims to transcend class
ideologies. It doesnot take into account, furthermore, that as
the only full-blown industrial country on the Continent of Africa,
South Africa cannot put the clock back and lower her historical
sights to see her own peculiar problems through the eyes of
communities who have still to meet some of the problems she has
already solved or is in the process of solving. "-
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The slogan of a United States of Afriea is polit1cally 1n-
defensible because the emergent African States are the creatures of
British and French Imperial18m which, under the guise of granting
them Seme measure of independence, continues to exploit theSe terri- .
tories,gain1ng in many inste nees greater economic and financial and ’
military Control over them. These are the tactics of imperialism 1n;,
decline, of what has been called the ’New Colonialism’. Let us
pause to cnsider’this new trend. ’ " v -
_ Every constitution, declares Lassa lle, reveals on the juri-
dieal plane the real relations of power. An exa mination of the cen-
stitutions of these African states will show that this new colonialism,
by granting de jure independence, secures for the imperialist powers
a continuing hold over the states by special treaties calculated to
protect their investments, their military basesand align them in im-
perialist military blocs. 1
-. These constitutions, to be _sure, did not emanate fr om the
people themselves, but were the result of protracted negotiations
between the foreign powers. and the new colonial bourgeoisie whose
support is enlisted to stem the tide of colonial struggles in return
for a share in the more intensif eiexploitation of the peasants.and
workersa
Every step forward in constitutional dewdbpmentwas moti-
vated by the desire of imper1a11Sm to win over the colonial bourgeoi-
sie. The continual chopping and Changing of constitutions, the ’ :
regular conferences held with national leaders, the slight’cbnstitu- -
tional advances made as a result of these deliberations - all these
are in the nature of imperialist experiments to prove in how fe.r the
upper class elements are willing to play ball (Ghana-, N1geria,i?.,
Nyasaland). And only when the 1mperialiSt rulers are satisfied -that
theirnew alliese now installed as the rovernment - are willing to
cooperate by protecting imperialist interests and deal with their own
working classes, only then is constitutiona l progress Carried a step.
forward, from self government to responsible government, from respon-
sible government to bDominion status, f1om self O’overnment within the ’
Frencho Community to ’1ndependenee’ outside of it. v
These political ehe-nges are essent1ally by-produets of the
colonial struggles for they do not affc_et the domination and inten-
eifieatien of exploitatiOn. itness to this is the imperial1st
exploitationof West Africa where there has been a sharp rise in the
surplus of exports over imports.e Witness to this also is the pro-
vision of marketing beards in Nigeria and Ghana, for_example,’to
control the prices of peasant products and rake in for imperialism
and the colonial bureaucracy and middlemen the lion’s share of they
world prices. Today the share of the world prices accruing to the
peasants is much smaller than that obtained prior to seealled inde-
pendencea
. The emergent African states are, in a word, imperialist
eeonom1c-power blocs donning the Cloak of political independence.
They now occupy a higher wrung in the Colonial ladder. And it
against. this background that we have to view Pan-Afrieanism and the
call for a United States of Africa.
In so far as the manifestation of African nationalism was
a struggle by a more or less undifferentiated African mass, prior
to clear Class statification, against various forms of imperialist
domination it was progrssive because it tended to weaken the hold
of the foreign power over the Colony.. .When,however,’ elassesibegan
to erystallise,the emergent Colonial bourgeoisie began to use
African nationalism as_a bargaining counter to extract concessions
for themselves from imperialism and ultimately enter into alignment;
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with it for the joint exploitation of the Colonial masses.
Having been installed in power the bourgeoisie used African
nationalism as an ideological and emotional outlet for the misery and
dissatisfaction of the people. The Colonial bourgeoisie now call
upon the exploited workers and peasants in the name of African nation-
alism to bury class differences and subordinate these to the idea of
national unification within the prescribed imperialist social frame-
work.
It is noteworth that the imperialist-inspired Colonial
governments have belied the ostensible homogeneous masses whom the
blanket term9 ’Afriean Nationalismt,supposedly covers by suppressing
with oontumely working class and peasant struggles and depriving them
of elementary civil liberties. The anti-democratie activities of
Nkrumah, arch-Pan-Africanist, are a case in point.
The call by these governments for a United Africa therefore
eonspires to strenghten the hold of the Colonial bourgeoisie over the
people and render impotent the struggle of the people for full indepen-
denoe.
It is clear that the labour movement of South Africa cannot
subscribe to African nationalism" We must necessarily stress class
differences and help cut the cord that ties the Colonial people to
their bourgeoisie. And; a fortiori, we cannot be party to the move
for a United States of Africa: Our call, as socialists,is rather
for the complete liberation of these states from the tutelage of.
imperialism. Thereafter the workers and peasants can comc to grips
with their own bourgeoisie and, having liquidated them, usher in a
United Socialist States of Africa.
The advocacy of passive resistance betrays the same
ignorance of the traditional weapons used by the working class.
Socialists approach the question of weapons from the point of view
of their efficacy and intelligent use to achieve the ends of the
working Class. They do not exclude the use of a particular weapon
on abstract moral grounds. And if they do stress the importance of
some weapon over others, then this is because that weapon has proved
effective under given Circumstances. And it is in this respect that
the PAC lost a golden opportunity to make the most effective and
intelligent use of the strike which, short of an armed insurrection,
is the most powerful to achieve their demands. For a strike gives
the workers that growing consciousness of their economic power on
which the governing classes and, indeed, the whole society is
dependent. The use of this weapon consequently also makes them
conscious of the political power they can wield for social.trans-
formative ends,
The Liberal Party,on the other hand,has introduced into
_ the movement the use of Gandhi’s soul force and passive resistance
for this method is in consonance with their political philosophy of
collaboration with the ruling classes and winning concessions by
negotiations and playing on the conscience of the rulers. Passive
resistance is a denial of the class struggle. It is a denial that
the interests of labour and capital are diametrically opposed. It
is a denial of our view that only by independent struggle and a
firm reliance on the dynamic strength of the movement can liberation
be won.
The Liberal Party offered Gandhiism t0 PAC in the firm
belief that only thus could the Labour movement be contained and
prevented from endangering capitalist enterprises and vested
interests. Attention was drawn away from the strength of the
masses by the Liberal Party call on themto place their faith in a
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change of heart by the rulers; in negotiations with the authorities,
in the efficacy of supernatural forces. It is now searingly clear
that the Liberal Party gave objective aid to the authorities in
their bid to end the strike. Philip Kgoeana, under daily instruc-
tions from the Cape Town Liberal Party offices, consigned the demands
of the people to cold storage by dissipating their energies in point-
less demonstrations against police tyranny and in an endeavour to sit
down with the Cabinet to negotiate a deal. Finally PAC achieved
their purpose by getting the State to arrest the whole leadership,
leaving the people without guidance and confused about the issues at
stake.
It was due to passive resistance that no effective steps
were taken to destroy all passes when the State temporarily retreated
before the organised might of the strikers. It was due to passive
resistance that the employers were not forced to intervene and take
a stand on the wages question.
These are the cogent reasons for drawing the conclusion
that PAC failed because of their collaborationist orientation.
The Liberal Party and Gandhiism must bear the blame for this defeat.
It will be our duty to strive for an independent movement by measuring
swords with liberalism and exposing it as the hidden enemy within
our ranks.
The South African State cannot be intimidated by Gandhiism.
It represents the great vested interests of a number of imperialist
powers, not to mention growing local capital. All gain real support
from a large white minority who, because of their privileged positions?
have a real interest in the perpetuation of the present system. .And
in the event the State could with nonchalant ease meet their mass
protests with bullets and their demand for negotiations with intrans-
igeanee.
THE DEMIeEWQE mm 13mg IALISM Aim NbN-EUROPQANIstL
"7...... u... ... we..- 1.. m-.- r v ..,,. -m.-m..a.- .r .. - "V- .. u
If the crisis laid bare in dramatic fashion the character
and driving forces of the struggle, then even more dramatically did
it expose the obsolescence of the programmes and policies, the slogans
and ehibboleths, of the socalled Congress and Non-European Unity
Movements. Every crisis has, however,the nasty habit of revealing
which political groups and cabals, by espousing obsolete doctrines9
are ready to be consigned to the rubbish heap of History. It took
a young proletariat to demenstrate with shattering clarity that the
struggle is not one involving the Claims of national groups or those
of a specially designated ’raoe.’ These constitute so much ethnic
trash and historical offal which our dynamic productive forces
have trampled underfootu They have no place whatsoever in the
struggle between capital and labour. For concomitant with the
development of the productive forces we discern the development of
the workers’ Class.conecmusness which bids fair to cut across those
artificial lines of racial division and the conseimxnmss of racial
status which corresponds to them.
The system of racial categories first appeared on the
South Afriean-scene with the opening of the mining period in the
History of the country. They were used to designate a more or
less undifferentiated African mass arriving in industrial society
without skills and modern cultural forms. Race was used to
justify and perpetuate their super-exploitation. With the
passage of time it was translated into terms of political oppress-
ion and social segregation. And in conformity with thctime-
hallowed imperialist policy of divide and rule this system of
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racial division was extended to embrace the Coloured and Indians as
well. Like all elements of society’s superstructure, these racial
categories; while finally traceable to economic causes,began to de-
velop a logic of-their own while at the same time they assert their
influence on the economic base by arresting the development of the
means of production, of industrial skills, of modern cultural insti-
tutions, They have even infiltrated into those voluntary political
organisations within the ambit of the democratic movement where people
are organised into separate racial kraals on the grounds on their
separate needs and interests.
In the meantime the class stratification of society is pro-
ceeding apace as a result of the expansion of the means of production
and the system of exchange and distribution. As a result of this
the workers;.in acquiring skills and assimilating that culture which
feeds on the juices of industry, are developing a class consciousness
in opposition to a race consciousness, a national outlook in opposi-
tion to a separatist one. They are consequently seeking to burst
through the racial integument to complete the national unification of
the country. This is theobjective role of that emotionally charged
slogan, ’Izwe lethul’ In a word, the barriers of ’race’ arenow so
many fetters on the development of the productive forces. And it is
in this light that we have to examine multi-racialism and Non-
Europeanism.
- The Stalinist and neo-Stalinist school of thought fastened
on tomhltrracialism in order to promote the traditional collabora-
tionist and opportunistic policies we have come to associate with
this leprous camarilla. Much of the treachery, the collaboration,
the sell-out, of the Stalinists is inspired by the rapid shifts and
changes in Soviet foreign policy which now seeks to come to agreements
with the imperialist powers at the expense of the Colonial struggles
(Algeria), now to instigate such struggles (Cuba and the Congo) to
force the big capitalist powers into some sort of agreement on inter-
national problems to suit the needs of the bureaucratic-eontrolled
deformd socialist economy. And just as the Soviet Union.uses _
Colonial struggles as a bargaining force, so the local Stalinists
sought to gain control of the liberatory movement and use it for
collaborationist ends in the interests of Russia. eIt is clear,
however, that the local Stalinists developed an inner logic of their
own even if; in the final analysis, their policies are dictated by
Moscow. Havrmg found political divisions based on ’raoe’,they con-
trived to keep the movement divided in order the better to control
and manipulate it, now to launch a mass m0vement to intimidate the
white electorate into effecting a mere change in government; now to
impress anti-Nationalist middle class organisations with their
rmight in order to effect all sorts of unprincipled combinations
with them. The Stalinists had,in brief,no political perspectives,
no intentionof building up an independent mass movement. lhltie
racialism suited them because it tended to keep the labour move-
ment divided. They feared nothing more than an independent pro-
letarian movement for this would rule out their Bonapartist policy
of manipulating both governing and exploitedclasses. - .
What gave their multi-racialism moral sanction Was the
publication of ’The Formation of a National Community among the
South AfriCa Bantu"t by Professor I.I. Potekhin, the alleged Soviet
expert on African. In it the learned Professor argues that two
.societies are developing towards separate nations: that of the
Anglo-Afrikaner and that of the Bantu. He even anticipates that
the Indians will form a separate nation. Potekhin’s thesis came
as a god-send to the multi-raoialist Stalinists who blandly applied
to South Africa 19th Century national struggles for independence
by viable national groups.
At the height of the March Crisis the Stalinists
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racialism as a rallying,s10gan when they called for a nonLracial
democracy._ tBut it would appear that they’were merely contriving’
to outflank the PAC who repeatedly called for a non-racial democracy.
It seems unlikely therefore that the Stalinists are capable of
learning. At this vmy moment they are reverting to the same all-
time low level of politics by calling for the removal of the Nazi
Verwoerd from office. .-Theylhave no other perspectives. Like the
Bourbon dynasty, the Stalinists will learn nothing and forget
nothing. . ’ - v ’
It was in line with their multi-racialism that the Stalin-
ists have supported racial trade unions, the Industrial Concilia-
tion Acts and the principle of ’no politics’ in the trade union
movement. They have supported Gandhiism in the Defiance Campaign,
for this method eminently suits the Stalinist line of building up;
then breaking down, when their collaboration ends have been attained.
It is therefore inevitable that in the struggle’of ideas they exhie
bit anti-intellectualism and rule their followers with ’the dictator-
ship of the lie.’ ’
.The ominous anti-white feeling whichsmetions of the PAC
displayed during the struggle is directly attributable to the bureau- .
cratic hold which the leading Stalinists,as member of the.’white’H ’
national group, came to exercise over the organisations of the Con-
gress Movement. It was indeed the height Of political cynicism for
these organisations to have been given political instructions.and
their Stalinist marionettes (the Congress leadership)-f30m outside
and then to have taken full responsibility themselVes for all the
politiCal debacles that ensued. Much work will have to be done to
eradicate this racialism in the mass movement.’
The Non-EurOpean Unity MOVement displays all those _
bristling contradictions in political thought and praCtices which
are inseparatelyzlinkeq with the psychology of the radical petty
bourgeoisie. Sandwiched as they are between the irreconcilable
classes of capital and labour, this small middle class asSimilates
the inimical ideas of these groups in an endeavour to effect a re-
conCiliation; even an identity, of mutually antagonistic interests.
The result is a-petty bourgeois socialism which deeives healthy’
intelleCtuals and honest workers alike. The petty bourgeois
socialists are therefore heard to speak the language of proletarian
democracy on many noteworthy occasions. This is however a merew_
cover for pursuing in practical life the narrow and vested interests
of small property and professionalism. -
_ The NEUM took over the racial categories and sought to
weld them together,but without merging them, under the banner of
NonuEuropeanism or ’the unity of the oppressed and exploited.’ By
some federative looseness, as a concession to racialism, separate
organisations are provided for Africans and Coloureds. There ng
in truth, diversity in unity, a diversity which gained its logical
development in the split along racial lines between the AntieCAD
(Coloured) and AAC (African) affiliated.bodies. . ’
Their concept of Non-Europeanism and its corollary, ’the
unity of the oppressed and exploited,’ is a political contrivance
to reconcile conflicting class interests by pretending that there
is a permanent community of interests between worker, peaSant,
farm labourer,trader,shopkeeper and the professional man; that
all these class categories are subsumed under the term, ’nation’,
bppressed’ or ’Non-Europeans’ or ’people.’ -’Inasmuch as the unity
of the classes composing this Non-European combination can be
effected and maintained only by relegating the interests of one or
more ofthem to the political backwaters, the NEUM came to be
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dominated in practical political life, in the implementation of
their IO-Point Programme, by the ’eduoated’ and literary represen-
tatives of the petty bourgeoisie. Under the blanket term, ’unity
of the oppressed and exploited’, the workers have in fact to sub-
mer ge their identity and lose their class independence in an avow-
edly non-olass and, what is more,a racial movement. They placate
the working class by making adventitious provision for labour inter-
ests in Point 9 of their Programme, but except for the overthrow of
one trade union bureaucrat for another in a Certain Cape Union they
studiously avoid organising the workers and fighting the problems of
economic exploitation in factory and commeneiaJ.life. They are heard
to advocate socialism for the working class, but proceed to split
among themselves on the forms of landed property the peasant petty
bourgeoisie should enjoy. They advocate non-collaboration with the
oppressor but stubbornly work apartheid Provincial educational
ordinances and have their hands outstretched for the plums of office.
They have become a parvenu class which, by making progress under
apartheid,has more to lose than thir chains in mass struggles. Ina
deed,they will more readily pardon an attack on nine-tenths of their
Programme than the deprivation of oneetenth of their income and pro-
perty. ’
In that olaSsic, ’The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Napo-
leon’, the founder of scientific socialism eharaeterises with his
usual scorching irony the political behaviour of the petty bourgeois
democracy during the 1848 Revolution in France. His passages char-
acterising the small middle class and their professional and educated
representatives are very apposite also in respamof our own petty
bourgeoisie. Here are some of his observations on the French motley
crew with citations from the stock political phraseology of our petty
bourgeoisie in parenthesis. ’- -
Says he: ’they find their vocation in patience (’It’s a
long and thorny way to liberty’) and counter their present defeats
by prophesying future victories (’The Herronvolk are becoming insane;
the world is on our Side’); they find their strength in their own
weakness (’We do not fight particular issues’) and their respectability
in the contempt it calls forth (’Nothing in the situation has changed
for us to get exeited’) ..... heroes without heroic ideas; history
without events (i.e. dynamic abstentionism), developments whose sole
driving force seems to be the calendar (’Timeis On our sidel)
He proceeds : "the democrats, because they represent the
petty bourgeoisie...eoncede that-a privileged class confronts them,
but they along with therest20f the surrounding nation form the
people (’Non-European oppressed’). What they represent are the
people’s rights (’We build a nation’); what interets them are the
people’s interests (’Do not gamble.with the people’s lives; beware
of a blood-bath’). Accordingly, when a struggle is impending, theyt
do not need to examine the interests and positions of the different
classes (’Non-European oppressed versus the Herrenvolk’) ... the
democrats come out of the most disgraceful defeat just as
immaculately as they went into it innocently (’It is not we but thev
people who are not ready’), with the newly-won conviction that they
are bound to conquer (’With the bqycottwe can win’), not that they
themselves have to give up the old standpoint, but on the contrary
that conditions have to ripen in their direction." (’The whole
nation must be organised before we can begin’).
We have focussed attention on the multi-racialist
Stalinists and Non-Europeanist petty bourgeoisie because they had
helped to corrupt and demoralise a whole new generation of fighters
who are now lost to the cause of liberation and socialism. These
two political tendencies are not so much organised groupings as
a way of life which gnaws at the Vitals of the movement. To the
extent that the intellectual and political level of the movement
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is raised and the class consciouanSS of the workers developed by
an ever-growing socialist tendency,to that extent only will the work
of the Stalinists and theNoneEuropeanists be rendered nurgatory.
In everydemocratic movement-hitherto the working class,
urban and rural, were a minority ot the nation which comprised main-
ly small peasant holders and City middle class elements interested
in the development of society in the direction of laissez faire cap-
italism. -As industry was still in its incipiartstage, the workers,
being scattemxiand.unorganised, could not push their own demands.
wTheir:interests were of necessity bound up with the progress of bour-
geois capitalism.. And even if they played the most revolutionary,
role in the struggle against the feudal incubus, it was inevitable
that the small and big bourgeoisie shOuld have come to dominate the
social and economic life of the new Society. The workers could, in
brief, not assert their class independence; They needed the petty
bourgeoisie even in their subsequent struggles against big capital,
_ ._ The specific weight of the working class in this country,:
-their numerical strength, the fact that the minority peasant petty
bourgeOieie are in a state of dissolution; the fact, moreOver, that
the stnggle for-democracy’inVlees a class war by labour against ..
big capital - these considerations are sufficiently cogent and potent
to demand for our preetariat their independent class organisation and
the maintenance oftheirdistinct identity at all times. ’Cooperation
with the petty bourgeois democracy en specific iesue must be strictly
subordinated to the reqirement of a workers’ socialist party.,..It
is as areeult of this call for unity of the oppressed classes in all
politieal contingencies that non- and anti-working Class’elements had
come to dominate the political scene; - The workers have,in.truth;’
become the forgotten men of liberatorylpolities.’ ’
_ A strong and independent Working,class will, indeed, give
the oppressed and exploited petty bourgeoisie more hope in the future
and make them more reolutionary Under the wing of the workers they
will act more Consistently and not demand guarantees for political
victories before they are prepared tbfembark 0n struggles. i ’1
e Petty bourgeois democracy approaches the_effectiveness-of _
a politiCal campaign on the arithmetical basis of numbers drawn into,
the struggle. ’Soeialism asserts that an’all4natienal unity has?
never been realised in History- There are always some strata of a
population, even a section 0f the working class, that steers clear
of the struggle. -
We assess the role men.ean play in politics by using as’a
yardstick their role_in the economy of the country. The histOry t
of capitalism shows that the cOuntry-side is dependent on and doe
minated by the industrial cities, that-consequently either the in-
dustrial bourgeoisie er the industrial workers have the rural pop_
ulation in tow. Why? Because in the Cities reside two fountains
of independent wealth: the bourgeoisie with the wealth they appro-
priate by virtue of their control over the means of production; andw
the working class with their capacity to_produce wealth.
In the sphere_of formal democracy, to be sure, the vote
of one worker is the equal of a poor.peasant’s or’a farm labourer’s.
But in the heat of political battles the hollowness of this equality
is exposed. "We eannot,for example, equate a-strike say,I0,000
workers concentrated in key-industries with the defiant non-co-
operation of 50,000 or even I00,000 scattered reservists scratchinge
mere morsels of land Over a wide area. The strike of the workers
during the March Days rocked the South African economy because of
their economic and hence political concentration, and had its re-
percussions on the international stock-exchange, causing pertubation
in London and New York. The-action of scattered poor peasants:
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neither-affects the capitalist system of agriculture nor industry.
The crucial political centres for us are accordingly those
urban centres like the Rand, Western Cape, Port Elizabeth and Durban
where political action will be deisive for the social transformation
of the country. The urban workers will appear as the liberators of
the rural masses and encourage them to set free the countryside.
_ Instead of unity of theoppressed, the socialists emphasise
working class unity. On the Band and Port Elizabeth working Class
unity amounts to the mobilisation of the African workers. In the
Western Cape working class unity requires the merging of a minority
of African workers with a majority of Coloured workers. And in
Durban and certain parts of Natal unity means the merging of Indian
and African workers. This is how we conceive of unity. This is our
reply to the abstract unity of the petty bourgeois opposition.
THE CHARACTER AND TASKS OF OUR MOVEMENT.
;-/-m_-.....n.._rw.-._-....-..-...A m- Mmmw .u-wa _, . .. x. rum... 1.....71. .._ k .- hg
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The immediate task that confronts the movement is to bring
the property relations into line with the needs of the dynamic pro-
ductive forces. This involves three things: the abolition of the
colourbar in industry which will give all the opp0rtunity to dispose
of their labour power freely in any field of human endeavour; the
abolition of the socalled Reserves and theremhdithe abolition of the
restrictions on thepossession or ownership of landed property; and
thirdly, following from the free contractual capacity implicit in one
and two above, the extension of political and legal equality to all.
Therealisation of these demands will consummate the democratic phase
of the struggle. ,
The term ’democratic’, not ’bourgeois democratic’ struggle
is here used. And with set purpose. ’Bourgeois democratic’ is the
term used to characterise those struggles of the 18th and 19th Cen-
turies in Europe as well as the Colonial struggles of the 20th Cen-
turies when thebourgeoisie as therising class, by virtue of their ’
economic pre-eminence and intellectual leadership, could alone initiate
and carry forward the revolution against the old order. Moreover,
they represented and Were interested in the small property right of
the peasants who everywhere represented laissez faire landed rights
within the ambit of capitalism. As these peasants constituted. the
majority of the nation, the land question was the sub- soil, the fund-
amental prblem of every bourgeois democratic struggle. ,
Our whole analysis has shown that in the light of the ’.
above our struggle cannot be characterised as bourgeois democratic.
For our movement is directed against the bourgeoisie and the driving
force is a proletariat that, having been uprooted from the land is
forced to sell, in ever grater number, their labour powergto capi- .
talist enterprises. And inasmuch as the process of proletarianisa-
tion is irreversible, the land question is not the basis, the ’i
driving force, of our movement.
If our immediate demands are not only compatible with but
the expression of Cla ssical capitalist democracies, thenwm must be
mindful of the fact that the strugg le is being wag ed by a working
class who, in the process of consummating the democratic struggle
will,under property socialist leadership, refuse to limit their
historic mission to the frameWork of capitalism, but on the contrary
shatter it to inaugurate a cla MSSlGSS non-exploitative society. The
dynamic tie-up of the democratic and socialist phases must there-
fore clearly be perceived. - .
Our struggle, in its immediate objetives, is democratio,rg
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but it is to be waged by proletarian methods of class struggle. The
main weapon in the armoury of the workers is the strike weapon. We
must educate the workers in the use of this weapon and plan our
strategy along the lines of building up a series of strikes as a pre-
lude to general strike which in its turn will be a preparation 10r
the conquest of power. a
The task of leading the working class can devolve only on a
socialist party. The formation of suoho a party is the most unpost-
ponable_task facing our movement. Without it all our major struggles
must come to grief. We have therefore to t1 ain a cadre who can con-
stitute the nucleus of such a Party Such a’oadre can measure up to
their tasks only if they are equieped with an advanced theory. ’The
establishment of political study rroups embracing intellectuals and
workers alike is indispensable to this end. - ’
Having_said thus much there remains the quetion of the role
of trade uniohs’and the-plaoe they occupy :n the democratic strugg le.
The crisis revealed the limitations of trade unionism as a form of
struggle in South Africa. This limited scope for trade union
sdruggles must be ascribed to the very nature of a despotic regime
which involes. laws to deprive the individual of every elementary
right to organise and use oolleot1ve bargaining to improve his lot.
It is for this reason that everye economic demand of the worker assumes
a politic al 1orm almost l:rom the word go. Which is proof of the maxim
that the more despotic the country the closer is the connection
between eeOnom1o and polities. -
The question 01 trade un1onism, that is, the quetion of
gaining economic concessions from the bosses within the framework
of the established order is in itself a question of bourgeois _1
reformism For it involves negotiations with the class enemy and
gaining the assistance of the State to bring about improvements. And
as the function of the St ate is to protect the existing property ’
relations, it is clear that it will maketahgible reforms Only in
order to avert revolution and canalise the struggle for fundamental
r1ghts.s .
What then is the significance of trade uninn reforms to
revolutionaries, interested as they are in the ra dies 1 transformation
of society? Firstly it is to show workers that there is a ’ceiling’
to reforms that can be extracted in an exploitative society:
seoondly,and flowing from this, the task of the leadership is to
show ,by the most circuitous route, if necessary, that the question
of State power holds the he y to the solution of their economic well
being and thirdly, in the process of struggling for leforms the
workers undergo a fundamental psychological reform of themselves in
preparation for revolutionary struggle. Reforms as such must be
regarded as by-produots of the political struggle. Immediate
reforms are not the ebv striken from Our programme, but are made
the springboard for politiea l agitatioh in order to intensify the
class struggle. ’
The place of the trade union movement in the struggle
becomes clear when we consider the organisational character of the
Socialist P rty. We conceive of the Party as consisting of a
closelyeknit group of people who subscribe to the Party programme
and who personally work in one or other of the Party organisations
under Party direction and control. This proviso 10r centre lisation
seeks to prevent the Party frOm being flooded by vaeillating,
wavering elements intersted in enlisting the aid of the Party to
pursue the material and sectional interests of craft unions. For
if the Parte y is the vanguard of the working olaSs it stands to
reason that it cannot be as W1do as the working_olass by giving ,
trade unions free aooess-tojit. It must eonoentrade on organising
the most class conscious, the most advanced and courageous elements
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of the working class only.
Without a political party the prospects of extracting per-
manent gains for us from trade union work must remain dark. Most
of the workers are in any case outside the formal trade union move-
ment. Where possible work must be done in the existing trade
unions. But beause of the more important political work confronting
the nascent socialist leadership, it is not possible for us to take
the lead in forming new.unions or in renovating old ones. We can
however give cohesion to trade unionism by sponsoring the idea of a
trade union struggle which cuts across craft unionism. The latter
. has helped to decimate the ranks of the labour movement by setting
into motion centrifugal forces generated by narrow material
interests.
It will be our duty to lend whereever possible a political
Character to the workers’ demands and form worker study groups inside
and outside the trade unions for the intensive politicisation of the
workers and the incorporation into the Party of the advanced elements.
The crisis has proved that the existing locations, by
virtue of their compactness, can be organised effectively as informal
trade unions for the purpose of economic and political struggles. On
their degree of organisation rests the outcome of many battles that
lie ahead.
In the Western Cape we have to devise ways and means of
forcing unity between the workers inside the locations and those
outside of them. The same applies to African and Indian workers in
Natal. Because of the great socio-cconomic disparity between
African workers, on the one side, and Coloured and Indian workers, on
the other, it is our duty to raise whereever possible practical
issues around which they can unite and monge.
A icolessal task in all conscience faces our young and in-
experienced proletariat. It will be the duty of the advanced guard
to continually raise their level of political consciousness and en-
rich their ideological life. For this class is being called upon
by History to lead the other oppressed groups and speak on behalf of
the interests of thewhole nation. ’
n A people who, since the wars of dispossession, have not
madeThistory for such a long time, is being called upon to make
history in a very short time. Political and ideological prepared-
ness is consequently a burning requirement.
Much will depend upon the character of the leadership
which must possess heightened courage, heightened determination and
the will to act.
It begins to penetrate men’s minds only very gradually
that the needs of the transformed economic base of society require
of them the overthrow of the moments of the obsolete superstructure
consisting of legal and political rules, intellectual and moral
institutions, of old world cenceptions and haunting traditions, which
correspond to the system of production of an earlier historical
period. This agonising timo-lage before the needs of objective de-
velopment penetrate the minds of men, forcing’themto forge a living
link with an immanent and ineluctable process outside their volition,
is due to the conservativeness of the human mind which follows ex-
ternal events slowly. ’The owl of Minerva begins its flight’, says
Hegel’s fine metaphor, ’only when twilight gathers!. But however
late,it does begin. March was the twilight of South Africa’s social
order; the twilight, too, of those in the democratic camp with
illusions about their projects, with a false consciousness about
theirxcle.
’History is the judge - its execmtienen,’the proletariat.’
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of thy working class only.
Without a political party the prospects of extracting pere
manent gains for us from trade union work must remain dark. Most
of the workers are in any case outside the formal trade union move-
ment. Where possible work must be done in the existing trade
unions. But beause of the more important political work confronting
the nascent socialist leadership, it is not possible for us to take
the lead in forming new.unions or in renovating old ones. We can
however give cohesion to trade unionism by sponsoring the idea of a
trade union struggle which cuts across craft unionism. The latter
_ has helped to deeimate the ranks of the labour movement by setting
into motion centrifugal forces generated by narrow material
interests.
It will be our duty to lend whereever possible a political
Character to the workers’ demands and form worker study groups inside
and outside the trade unions for the intensive politicisation of the
workers and the incorporation into the Party of the advanced elements.
The crisis has proved that the existing locations, by
virtue of their compactness, can be onganised effectively as informal
trade unions for the purpose of economic and political struggles. On
their degree of organisation rests the outcome of many battles that
lie ahead.
In the Western Cape we have to devise ways and means of
forcing unity between the workers inside the locations and those
outside of them. The same applies to African and Indian workers in
Natal. Because of the great sooio-economic disparity between
African workers, on the one side, and Coloured and Indian workers, on
the other, it is our duty to raise whereever possible practical
issues around which they can unite and menge.
A ’celossal task in all conscience faces our young and in-
experienced proletariat. It will be the duty of the advanced guard
to continually raise their level of political consciousness and en-
rich their ideological life. For this class is being called upon
by History to lead the other oppressed groups and speak on behalf of
the interests of thewhole nation. 4
t A people who, since the wars of dispossession, have not
made history for such a long time, is being called upon to make
history in a very short time. Political and ideological prepared-
ness is consequently a burning requirement.
Much will depend upon the character of the leadership
which must possess heightened courage, heightened determination and
the will to act.
It begins to penetrate men’s minds only very gradually
that the needs of the transformed economic base of society require
of them the overthrow of the moments of the obsolete superstructure
consisting of legal and political rules, intellectual and moral
institutions, of old world conceptions and haunting traditions, which
correspond to the system of production of an earlier historical
period. This agonising time-lage before the needs of objective de-
velopment penetrate the minds of men, foreimgthemto forge a living
link with an immanent and ineluctable process outside their volition,
is due to the eonservativeness of the human mind which follows ex-
ternal events slowly. ’The owl of Minerva begins its flight’, says
Hegel’s fine metaphor, lonly when twilight gathersl. But however
late,it does begin. March was the twilight of South Africa’s social
order; the twilight, too, of those in the democratic camp with
illusions about their projects, with a false consciousness about
their role.
’History is the judge - its execmtiener, the proletariat.’
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