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An Address B Anmbassador Johanan Bein

Israel’s Acting Pernmanent Regresentative To The United Nations

At The 44th CGeneral Assenbly OF The United Nations

Decenber 13, 1989

M. President,

At the outset, | would like to congratul ate you on your el ection
to the presidency of this special session of the General Assenbly.
We know of your outstanding | eadership qualities both in your hone
country and at the United Nations. W are confident, therefore, as
to your continued success in the difficult and inmportant task of
steering this session.

M. President,

Apartheid is an abom nation for every Israeli, for every Jew, for
every Zionist. It is totaly unacceptable both as an ideology and a
political system W in Israel share in the pain of those
suffering under its yoke. Apartheid nust be abolished. It should
be bani shed forever.

More than any other people or nation, the Jew sh peopl e have
experienced the outcone of state-endorsed racism The horrible

i mplications of systematic racial discrimnation could not be
clearer to any other people. Only a generation ago, we |ost six
mllion of our brethren who were burned in the ovens of Naz

Europe in a genoci dal onslaught fanned by the fires of racism

Mor eover, the angui sh of persecution and oppressi on has been the

| ot of the Jewi sh people throughout their history of exile. It is
fromthe depths of our national experiende, therefore, that we
decry, reject and are repul sed by Apartheid.

The very soul of Zionism- the national |iberation nmovenment of the
Jewi sh people - emanated from a national rebellion against
religious and ethnic discrimnation. Zionismstruggled to attain
sel f-emanci pation and redenption for a people |ong subjected to
persecution. Zionismis, therefore, the very antithesis of racism
and served as a nodel for many |iberation novenents around the
wor | d.
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Prom nent chanpi ons of Black African liberty sought to emul ate
Zionismas a nodel for the liberation of their peoples fromthe
grip of colonialismand racism W]IIliam Dubois, one of the early
advocates of African freedom declared in 1919 that "The

Pan- Afri can novenent means to us what the Zionist novenment means
to the Jews." And he was not al one.

As Nel son Mandel a stood before the South African court that
sentenced himto life inmprisonnent on April 20th 1964, he
delivered a speech on the noral limtations of political struggle.
He decl ared that his noverment seeks to ensure high noral standards
in resistance activities. These noral standards, he proclained,
were an "inportation fromthe Jew sh nation’ s underground
organi zati ons".

Modern Zionismis rooted in a tradition of justice and equality
that reaches back thousands of years to the dawn of Jew sh history
and the origins of nmoral thought. MIlenia ago when the practice
of slavery was deeply enbedded in all societies, the Jews
introduced to the world a revolutionary idea: That nen are

i nherently born free and equal. At a tine when slavery was

consi dered a natural state of human condition, the |lofty ideals of
the prophets Amps, Jerem ah and |saiah, on the innate liberty and
equality of all nmen, were being preached fromthe hills of Judea
and the dusty expanses of Sanaria. It was from Jerusalemthat the
norality of human equality and the passion for justice energed.
M. President,

Qur profound enpathy and identification with those suffering under
Apartheid is thus not only a result of our own abject condition in
history. It is derived also fromthe deepest wells of Jew sh
norality. The fusing of Jew sh noral passion and the Jew sh

hi storical experience is what led the Jewi sh people to take a

| eadi ng rol e anong the chanpi ons of human dignity in nodern times.
Theodore Herzl, the father of nbdern Zionism wote that after the
liberation of the Jews we shuld dedi cate ourselves to the
liberation of the blacks. This strong affihity with the struggle
of the blacks underlies the decades of friendly relations between
I srael and bl ack African nations.

Since its rebirth in 1948, Israel has trained thousands of
Africans in agriculture and economcs in the context of the
techni cal co-operation progranmres whi ch had devel oped bet ween

I srael and African states. This assistance in nation building
continued even during the years in which, follow ng intense



pressure and threats from Arab states, relations were curtail ed
bet ween |srael and sone African nations.

I srael s abhorrence of Apartheid stens also fromthe nature of its
contenporary society. Israel is a multi-racial society conposed of
sonme 100 ethnic groups of all shades and colors. It is the nost
color-blind nation in the world, a society both denocratic and
pluralistic.

The decl arati on of independence of the State of Israel guarantees

to all inhabitants, regardless of origin, color or religion, that
the government "will uphold the full social and political equality
of all its citizens without distinction of race, creed or sex."

Hebrew and Arabic coexist as the two official |anguages of our
country. The Arab citizens of Israel enjoy full civil and
political rights. They occupy inportant positions in government,

| egislature and the judiciary, a representation which is evident
even in our mssion to the United Nations.

The black majority in South Africa is systematically denied the
rights of full citizenship and is, in fact, disenfranchised. Such
an abysnmal situation is untenable; Apartheid in its entirety nust
be abol i shed.

M. President,

On the declarative level, Israel’s repulsion and total opposition
to Apartheid has been enunciated so often, in so many foruns, by
the governnment, Presidents, Prime Mnisters, Foreign Mnisters and
by hosts of other Israeli |eaders, that it should be quite self
evi dent by now. Representatives of Israel around the world have

i ssued sol emn decl arations protesting Apartheid and reaffirmng
our total condemmation of its ideology and practice. These
declarations reflect Israeli public opinion which regards
Apartheid as anathema to Zionism and the fundanmental val ues upon
which Israeli society is predicated.

On an operative level, the governnent of Israel has instituted
far-reachi ng neasures agai nst South Africa which served as an
exanpl e to other western denocracies. Since the inplenentation of
these measures in March 1987, Israel has continued to curtail its
associ ations with South Africa. W have banned all investments in
South Africa, all scientific cooperation, and all access to and
fromour ports. W have severed all cultural ties with South
African organi zati ons connected in any way with the Apartheid
reginme. Israeli athletes are prohibited fromtaking part in sport
events in South Africa. There is no pronotion of tourism and
official visits are prohibited.

In this context, we wish to state categorically that it is the



adamant and | ong standing policy of the Governnent of Israel to
have no cooperation whatsoever with South Africa in the nuclear
field. Any allegations to the contrary are offered w t hout
reference or substantiation and fail to be subjected to any form
of scrutiny or exam nation. Instead, such inputations are the
product of political and pol enical agendas, which have nothing to
do with the struggl e agai nst Apartheid, but rather aimat defan ng
Israel by attenpting to link it with South Africa and Apartheid.
This libel stands in direct contradition to the facts.

M. President,

We are convened here in a special session of the General Assenbly
to di scuss the canpai gn and struggl e agai nst Apartheid. Yet, this
| audabl e obj ective continues to be prejudiced and abused by

di gressive efforts on the part of those who's only goal is to
attack Israel. Apartheid is too great an evil, the struggleito
eradicate it too inportant an objective, to be cynically
nmani pul at ed by an obsessive canpai gn of hate agai nst |srael

We urge all those who are genuinely concerned with the plight of
those suffering under the yoke of racial discrimnation in South
Africa, to resist the efforts which sidetrack the struggl e agai nst
Apartheid and cause it to degenerate into a neani ngl ess exercise
in polem cs.

For the struggle against Apartheid to succeed, action nust take
precedence over rhetoric. The black community is in need of a
strong and devel oped | eadership. A |eadership which is able to

i mprove the lot of the people and share the reigns of power on an
equal basis and in an orderly and peaceful fashion; it has no need
for enpty slogans and endl ess tirades. The black conmmunity needs
an adequate and self-sustaining infrastructure; it does not need
stultified propaganda.

In taking an active stand agai nst Apartheid, |srael has extended
speci al assistance to representatives of the South African bl ack
conmunities. By the end of 1989 Israel will have accomvpdat ed
close to 200 South African black |eaders in a variety of training
progranmmes, focusing especially on cooperative devel opment. A
course on "The Rol e of People' s Organizations in Comunity

Nati onal Devel opnent" has recently been concluded and was attended
specifically by students fromthe South African black conmunity.
Israel is one of the very few countries which offer such

assi stance. Qther nations should be urged to follow suit.

Such concrete nmeasures will contribute substantially in fostering



the basis for the struggle agai nst Apartheid and serve to
encourage the transformation in South Africa which wll,
hopefully, culmnate in peaceful relations of equality and

tol erance anong all sectors of the popul ation.

M. President,

We decl are once again our unswerving deternination to stand by
you, the peoples of Africa, in the struggle to eradicate
Apartheid, as we stand by you in your efforts to further

devel opnent and welfare in all of the continent of Africa.
Thank you M. President.



