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PR ESS STATEMENT 91/17
HHC STATEMENT
POLITICAL PRISONER RELEASE
RESPONSE TO STATEMENT BY THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE AND
COHRE 0 AL CE ,DA E 18d . 1991.
In yesterday’s statement by the Ministry 0! Justice and Correctional Services on
the release of pottttcal prisoners. reference is made to an analysts of a tlst potilit
cal pttsoners supptred to them by the HRC. We feel It necessary to take Issue
with them on a number 0! polnls :
’ The flat referred to ts dated 2 Am" and ts two-andea-hatt months out or date.
so will obvtously contain names of prtsoners who have now been released.
" The HRC hes stnce pu btlshed updated Itsts contalntng eddltlon et names
recetved from various sources. including the Department 0! Couectlonat
Servtces itself.
WERKGROEP KAtRos
3.5129(5- .t
Commtsstoneas: Mt.GootI Buelendel. OLMM Coleman. MLChu’sOtamtnl.
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’ Our latest count announced 11 June Is 972
prtsoners. of whom 284 were
agreed by 008 during om audit meetings as telling withln their egg categories
related and death row prlsoners. so
t"these are
at security. securily-retatedt Unresl-
we are at a complete loss to understand how they can now say the
cteariy not political prlso nets elthaz in the Amarican context or the context
of the Ptetorta Mlnuta’t We stand by our count of 972.
’ We repeat that the 133 ptisoners In the hometands cannot be evaded as the
responstbttlty o! the South Afrlcan Government. but this is a remetk whlch we
address to the Departm ent of Justice rather than the DCS.
’ As to the ham es untraced on 008 records we again point out that during the
audit exetcise todate we were able to assist tn tractng at least 100 pdsenets
in their records who inltlally were not found. We are convinced that more
can be round by continuing the process. whtch we are anxlous to do.
" We repeat that the etement otvtotence in a partlcutar act does not
necesaazity dlequattty that act trom belng polltlcal. in terms 0! the Pretoria
Minute.
’ Finally we stllt await a response from the Minister 0! Justtce to our constructlve
proposal for removtng the to giam by shltttng away from the buteaucrettc
ep pticatlon procedure and towards the edmlnlstratlve procedure of extendtng
and broadening the categortes whereby hundreds can be teleased at the stroke
of a pen.
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_RESPONSE TO THE UNITED STATES REACTION REGARDING THE RELEASE  02’
gPOLITICAL PRISONERS i
g .
The Government is confident_ that the criteria laid down
bY t5 .3 Unites States Government can be met. A;l the ANC
 related prisoners who could lhave: claimed .political 
sEaEus: in the sense 9f being Sgld for political beliefsv
dr b ing’ detained withou& -trial who have . ither’
individually. or through theig- organi zations committea
themselves toA peacefui solutighs. and development have
i ._  alreaay been releasea. As’a matter of fagt’thg stat 
?:esident has been most reasdnable in releasing also
e
’0,
0
pie gelling outside the Uniked State’s definition of
political prisoners.
What now remains are those priso ers who haVe Abeen
.convicted  by a cdurt of’ laW’ of se:ioug common law
.05522225 such.;$ murder, robbery And aggravated-assgjl5
I L-d who cannot be summa-ily released withcut consider mg
I carefully, on an individual basis, the effects of ’such
i . release upon the security of.the community.
a . Some organizations such as the Human Rights Commission
i claim politicdl status as of  :ight aor
-&
even these-
people. his is disPutca. Thus for instance the Human
Richts Commission; hag -pr0vidc   the bopartmknt ofu
,   Correctional ’Services with a list- of 1 292 names. of
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peeple whothhay hava.c1aimod to be poli ical prisoners.
An analySis 65 thgaa,name& r&veal.tha following:
26 nhmes 0n thg list are duplications .’
343 hamas canh t be traced in the official racordd ’o:
tho Department of Cp:&&&ticna1 S&rvicea, 133 Of
which’ obv: usly are persons w.: have been t:ied in
 courts of neighbouring states.
572 names are those c; prisona;s whd hgve-alreaay bean
rel-aaed - some as-fn: back :3 198’.
The remaining 351 1amas on the list which ccrrespond
with cfficial records re 5t;ll bging 423"L
. 4- to th6 graVity of
 . ’.’ the offences Hinvolved s’ch as m" dar by .neckLace,
I . -  
I &ulpable hcmidida, robbagy sic. These afa clearly not
pclitical prisopers either in the American context or
the context of the Pretcria Minuta.
ISSUED BY Tm: MINISTRY or JUSTICE mm or comcmcnm- smvzcxs
I
WERKGROEP KAlRos
- Khanme NbUWer
’iCAPE TOWN - - ’ 9 am 19
3512 HG Utrecht
Tel. 030-319714 f
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HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
Instructlonsfmessage:
U RGENT 11!
UPDATE No.19
ON H R TRIKE
STATISTICS AS AT 16 JUNE1991
o rt ca r soners :
Ecolgrona gFophuthalswana) :
started 1 1h - 5 days 23
started 17th . 3 days 44
started 18m - 1 day) 1
UBoTOTAL 66
Awaltln -Trlalisl
Elepkloofz
(started 24th May . 27 days) 1
TOTAL, gig
Note: These stalistics are correct at the lime 01 publlculion to the best 01 our knowledg
e.
TO JOIN THE 68 ON THE 24 JUNE 1991.
WERKGRQEP MMOS
mumrseNreuwegtmm 30
13512 HG. Utrecht
nu 030-31191.er
COMMENT ON STATISTICS
Dtepkioof 9
It was reported that Eltas Shongwe has suspended hts hunger strlke. HoweVer. George Mban-
lane Is still on hunger strike aand enters his 27m day.
CONDITIONS OF HUNGER STRIKERS
Roolgrond (Bophuthatswana)
It was reported Ihat some privileges. as Itsted betow. were Iaken away from the hunger
strikers 2
1. The prisoners are no longer allowed to move treely within the prtson premises. They ar
e
kept Inside Iheir cetfs atl day. some ln isolation celts.
2. Visttln rights have been removed.
8. There s no hot water avaliable in the cells.
The hunger slrikers were not vlsited by any medical doctor on the 18 June 1991.
Hunger slrlkers 1n the "C Sectlon" have complained that Dr Menyapelo. the dlstrlcl surgeo
n.
had lotd them when vlsltlng on the 17th June that he could not treat them because they we
re
on Iru nger strike.
OTHER
Attached is a letter sent by the Bophulhatswana prisoners to Presldenl De Kterk. This has
been typed tor your convenience.
Bop Political Prlsoners
Prlvato 8a X 2028
MMAEAT O
8681
16 June 1991
The State President
Prlvnlo Ba X193
CAPE TO N
8000
Your Excellency,
We are the otltlcal prlsonets at the above mentioned address and we are all here (or tigh
tlng
apartheid. ur charges vary 110m high treason through publlc vlolence and Inlernal Securil
y
Act. We would like to draw your attentlon to our plighl. and our pllgttt ls belng 1n pris
on even
a1ter the Pretorl Summlt agreement. The Prelorla anule Is a forerunner at peace and recon
-



clllatlon.
The Mlnister 01 Justice. Mr Koble Coelsee says that those who are not released werefound
urlty and senlenced 01 crlmes such as rape and murder. In our case. 1! ts very clear we d
o not
all In thal category. our crimes are clearly polltlcal In nature as menlioned above.
Most 01 us were lnvotved In the 10 Feb 1988 abortive coup, we were arrested by the SADF a
s
the Mangope Government had been toppled.
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ders of your Government and
of our incarceration fully on the shoul
our Government, as we be-
be seemed quite easily by yougself and y
a structure of grand aparthexd.
ity
We place the responsibil
yourself. Our release can _
lieve that Bophuthatswana IS
ery in removing
for your bra .
at. We were m-
d you for th
thatswana as it stands today.
ined by the international communi
books and its structures- We-
heid being BophL.
are being wined and d
apartheid from the statute
3,..--volved in removing a structure of apart
pplau
Ction in bringing a new South Afri-
thus anomalous to yOur Government’s a _
although we beat you to time
d in the same thing you are doing today,
n is thus iniust.
Our incarceration is
ca. We were involve
mark by two years. Our incarceratio
We-are one hundred and sixty five (1 66) in all
We thank you in anticipation.
We are the Bop Political Prisoners Comm
. , l’ , -
Q3
.4
ittee.
g QCYCiGdj
.L . 6A5?zt71_xaj(-Lvlfj)
’;-_-.-



Johannesburg
South Atrlca
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11 JUNE 1991
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HHC SPECIAL BRIEFING 38-1
POLITICAL PRISONER RELEASE
Introduetlon
ll 13 now almost a yeer-end-e-hall slnce State President De Klerk raised the hopes 01 80t
h At-
tica that It might be e matte! of only a low months hereto the reptesslve obslucles to ne
gotia-
tlons would be removed. amongst them the release 01 all polltlcal prisoners. Those hopes
were tunher consolldeted by the accords 01 Groole Schuur end Ptelorla. whlch amongst othe
r
matters. reached agreement on the principles 01 detlnlng polltlcal offences and on a time
table
for releasing polltlcel prlsoners. But now, 1hlrteen monlhs ettel Grcote Schuur. ten mont
hs
utter Pretoria. and slx weeks atler the explty 01 the teleese deadline. the hopes have go
ne
sour. The unresolved Is sue of the release of politlcal prlsoners stlll stands as an unfu
l1llled
premise of the Government. Further then Ihet. the lssue stands as one 01 the male factors
 In
the ANCls declslon to suspend talks. and as such It replesents a major Impedlment In the 
way
of progress towatds a negotiated selllement in South Afrlca.
The punpose 01 this brlefing Is to look at the progress to date with the release 01 pollt
tcal
pdsoners. to examlne the reasons why the process has bogged down. and to make recom.
mendetlons for the tlnal resolutlon of the Issue.
WERKGROEP KAIRQS
Kromme Nieuwegracht 10
3512 HG Utrecht
Tel. 030-319.714
Commtsslonetu: Mneootr Budmder. DLMnx Coleman. Mr.CmIs Dlomlri.
Mums Lanna. Mredoyoe Mamtheemtolim MIL FLSmangellsoMkhutsrme.
Release of Folitlcal Prleenera to-date
Offtclel flgures tor the release of politlcal ptisoners and wlth whlch the HRC ls in broa
d agree-
ment, are as follows 1
For the 14 months petiod 2l2J’90 - 31l8/91 310
For the month of Aprll 1991 623
For the month of May 1991 80
TOTAL 1013
Thus durlng the lnltlal 14 month perlod the average rate 01 release was 5 a week. Thls ra
te
shot up to 145 a week during the Ctitlcal month of April and hes stumped back to 18 e wee
k
dutlng May. The remarkable actlvity during Aplll es lhe deadline loomedl is en lndlcatlon
 of the
arblltaty nature of the snall’s pace of the tetease ptocess duving the precedlng months. 
and of
the effect at pressum on swecplng eslde tho bureaucratlc blockage. The blockage showed
strong stgns of returnlng durlng May.
Polltlcet Prisoners Stlll Remelnlng
Verloue Government euthorlllee have made statements 1mm tlme to tlme about the numbers or
potltlcal prisoners stlll befng hold. statements whlcll ate patently letse. mlsleedlng, o
r mtsln-
termed.
For example. Justice Mlnlster Coetsee seld on the 1 Novembet 1990 that Ihere were then 25
0
to 300 who were cleetly eolitlcal prlsoners end that the llgure could rlse 10 600 with a 
"wlde lib-
eral Interpretetlon’ (Business Day. 2/11190). Slnce hls statement. the authorltles have. 
by Iltelr
own count. already released a turtlter 850 potltlcal prlseners.
Then again. State President De Klerk was teporled as having slated In London on 23 Aptil
1991 that the number still to be released was "well below 2001 (Soweten 24(4191). Slnce t



hat
date. oftlclally ann eunced releases have totalled 4881
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Ihese-glerlng contradictions have recently been compounded by Wntster Coetsee’s statement
0129 May 1991 lo the elfect thal the only prlsoners left were those who had commlhed seli
ous
crimes of murder. (ape. robbery and serious bodlly harm (Cttlzen. 305391). The choice 01
words In thls part of the statement. and also In other pans relerrlng to applicants for I
ndemnity
who were convicted for then, housebreakfng, rape. bestiality, etc., ls extremely unfortun
ate In
lhat it has the etfect of throwing up a smokescreen by which tegltlmate poliltcal prlsone
ts are
depeliliclsed end crlmlnalised.. Equally contuslng and more Iundamental Is the fact that 
the
etement of violence does get dlsquellty a partlculer action from betng polltlcal, 8 (act 
which was
clearly acknowledged and agreed lo, by both parties to the Prelorle Mlnute. Paragraph
6.5t2.(c) of the Pemlcal Otlences Walking Group Report accepted In the Pretorla Minute. r
eads
as follows :e
"In certain circumstances a ’common’ cn’me (Le. as dlslinct from a ’purety’ poilttcal oll
ence).
even a serlous one such as murder. may be regarded as a polltlcal oftence".
It goes on to Itsl delermlning factors. including molive. context. polltlcal oblectlve. l
egal and tee.
luet nalure. target and whether under Instruction.
Yet Minisler Coetsee and NS associates seem not to heed these agteed principles. whlle In
-
numerable examples of political prtsoners telling clearly wllhln these agreed criteria co
nttnue to
be held. Nor Is no consistent. since there are already numerous cases of prisoners having
been teleeeed where the convictfons were f0! ollences involvlng vlolence. In his own Info
rma-
tion document Issued on the 2 May 1991. Mr Coelsee retors to at least 16 people who com-
mltted murder duting unrest as hnvlng been released in toms of the Pretmte agreement (Sta
r.
3f5!91). Furthermore there are humelous examples of lhe release 0! prisoners convicted of
violent o(fences where Ihelr co-accused are still belng held. In summary, the aulhorltles
 ap-
pear to be acllng In a confused. inconsistenl and adehoc mannef whlch has somehow lost co
n.
lecl wilh the Ielter and the spfrlt 01 the Ptetoda Mlnute.
Ueting ot Curent Polltlcal Prisoners
l The Human ngnts Commisslon presentty has on record 972 ldentlfied prisonezs (egerded by
1 us as porlllcat prisoners In terms 0! the Prelorla Mtnute. who were sllll being lncatce
reled as at
the 3 June 1991. These llsts ate avallabte for Inspection by anyone who is interested.
The HBO together wim the Lawyers for Human nghls and Polltlcel Prison er Release Pro-
. gtamme has (or some lime been engaged In an auditfng exercise with the Department of Co
r-
rectiona! Services (008) to: lhe purpose at agreeing candidates for telease tn lerms of t
he
Pretoria Mlnute. To this end, lists have been exchanged and a process of verification and
 in-
: vesllgatlon (allowed.
Of the above 972 plisoners. the Audlt Commlttee has so far agreed the following numbers a
s
falling under the Uepartm am of Correcllonel Servlces own categories :.
Security Prlsonets 24
Securlty-Rolated Ptlsoners 80
Unrest-Related Prisonels $61
Death Row Ptisonere 19
TOTAL "Audited" Prleonere M
The names of all the above "audiled" prlsonere me avaliable on separate Llsls,
The Batanco 01 688 prisonels ldentlaed by HRC breaks down as lollows. in terms of the aud
it
"ORDINARY CRIMINALS" 58
(Provlstonally rejected by 008 as
candldeles, pending availabillty o!
(Luther inform etio n)
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UNNAMED PRISONERS 79
(Mostly those who wete mInors at trme
of trter, and could not be named;
stitl belng Investigated)
UNTRACED PRISONEFIS 2t0
(Names on HBO List not yet traced In
008 records: still being Investigated)
.FIECENT ADDITIONS TO HRC LIST ’ 208
(Not yet audtted)
HOMElAND PFIISONERS ms
The test menlloned category deserves specilic atlentlon. Most of these prIsoners were con
-
vtcted ot treason tn the attempted coup in Bophuthatswana a couple of years ago. The Sout
h
Afrlcan Government disctatme responslbtltty tor thelt Incatcemtlon or release. However. t
he
so-called Independent state 01 Bophuthatswanu. a ’country" composed of seven dtscrete
ptecee ot fend scattered over 3 dtttetent provlnces of South AtrIca. Is cleatly the mtlfl
ctal crea-
tton of apartheid government whtch cannot evotd ulltmate (esponsibilily. Furtherm ore it 
the
South Atttcan Government pleads that It cannot Interfere in the attatts of an ’Independen
t
statet’ II should be recelfed that it was preclsely their intertorence which caused the c
oup at-
tempt to felt. and whtch (05 utled tn the arrest and convlctlon 0! these prlsoners.
Ftnally mentton must be made that beyond the prisonets ldentltted by HRC, Iltete are cert
alnly
those who quality as polittcel prIsonets but whose names have not yet come to tight tor v
arlous
reasons. such as convtction In oul-of-thewey country courts durtng the course or the unre
st of
the Emergency yams. without Iegat representation or ntonttonng posslblllttes. Thls group 
could
add sevetal hundred to the total, and We factor wIlI only become ctearer wlth the passage
 of
time. However. a questton matk has already been taised over any deftnltlve number. throug
h
an "amnesty" announced by Mlnlsler Coetsee on 25 Aptit 1991 reducing the sentences tor a
wide tange of "non-pott’tlcalu oftences by st months. This amnesty. added to a slmllar re
mls.
sion of sentence In December 1990, resutted tn the rerease ot sevetal thousand prlsoners 
In
early May and amongst them wilt have been a stgnincant but tndetermtnabte number of
pdsonets sentenced for public vIoIence, arson, maltctous damage to property, etc.. wtlhtn
 the
politicat unrest context of the last 5 years.
The Release Procogg
The manner at release so far has been two-told:
-AdmInIstretively. accountlng for about 60% 0! all teloases
- through eppttcatlon. accountlng tor about 40% 0! all releases
ADMINISTRATIVE RELEASE has come about through the cueetlon ot celegorles and through
the grentrng of remtsston of sentence. The eartlest categmy was created tn State Presiden
t De
Ktork’s speech to Patltement on 2 Febtuery 1990, In whlch he an nounced that those servtn
g
sentences merely for membership at a prevtousty banned orgentsetton. would be released.
TItIs and other categorlos wete contirmed In tho Groote Schuur and Preterm Minutes and th
e
latest category to be announced by Mlntster Coetsee on 24 Aptil 199l provides for the adm
ln-
Istrative release 0! those prisoners sentenced for a tango of potittcetly mottveted otfen
ces not
tesutting fn death or lntury. Includtng treason. Internal Securlty Act viotatlons (eg. Il
legat gether-
tngs), possession of arms. 21m munttton 8. explosives. public violence. arsont etc.
Remlsston of sentence. never below granted to potlttcel prisoners. has been allowed on th
e
bests ol one third 0! sentence plus a year.
Whammy KAIROS
Kremme
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E APPLICATION RELEASE Is a mechanism of release unilaterally cweted by the government in
g Government Gazettes of the 7th and 9th November 1990 (reproduced tn pages 27 to 31 at A
 Way Forward
HFtC Special report SFMO). based on the agteement tn the Pretorle Mlnute that convictlons
 It is abundantly clear that the ptesent process of apptlcatlon is unwmkable and undestre
ble. tt
511i felltng outside of categories would have to be treated on a case by case basls. Sinc
e the tntro- will be in the interests at alt, not least the govemment, if the present log
tam can be broken
: ductlon ot the application process In early November 1990. It has grown into a bureauma
tlc The stmple answer ls ot course the creatton of more and wider categoxtes tor admlntst
ratlve
:E monster that threatens to swallow up Its cteetorsf By the end of March 1991. the numbe
r of release. These could Include slmple membership at previously banned liberation organ
lse-
:1 applicants tor release stood at 830. but as the mechanism became more widely known In 
the tlons. tegardless ot the act tor whtch convicted. provlded the organlsatlon vouches t
or the
J prisons through the efforts 0! lawyers. rewyers groups. the lnlematlonel Commisslon ot 
the ptlsonert
Red Close and the Department of Correctional Services itself. the appllcattons began pour
ing They could lnctudo detintng the circumstances of unrest In which the ’ottence’ took p
lace. such
in end at the end at May stood at 566 II and ate doubtless stilt ertlvtng. as during boyc
otts. protest marches. potltlcal tunerels. strikes. stayuways and slmilar evenly
On the one hand, it Is probable that many such epptlcations do not have any valld polltlc
al politlcel events. A little creatlve thlnklng could quickly release hundreds of polltlc
al prlson ets
bests. but on the other hand there ate a number of genuine political prisonets who retuse
 to by the stroke at a pen and a Government Gazette or two.
submlt themselves to the apptlcatlon plocess on grounds at rejecting the legttlmecy at th
eir Beyond that, there wlll (teubttess be a hard core at borderllne cases. Such cases sho
uld be
captors; tor example. 74 of the 284 "audlted’ prisoners reteued to ptevtously have not su
b. addressed, not by a Department at Justlce communlcetlng secretly wlth a government-
; mltted applicatlone. appolnted consulting body. ltselt sworn to secrecy; but by an inde
pendent arbltratton body or a
The large number 0! applicatlons is pleclng en lmposslbte load on the maclttnery created 
to body In which there Is equal representatlon. end wlth powers of declston.
process them. Figures released by Mlnlstet Coetsee show that by the end at May 1991. clos
e
on 1500 appllcettons had been dealt wlth by authenislng the release of 479 and by relecll
ng the
1 balance. A turther 550 are before the govemment-cweted consulttng bodies (Indemnity Com
. The Human Rtghts Commisslon wges the Governm ant to glve serlous conslderetton to these
: mittees) for their teoommendationst About 3600 am In eartler stages of processlng witlt
ln the we posals without delay in the Interests of all.
Depattment of Justlce and many 0! these wlll tn due course also aulvo on the desks ot the
 con-
: sultlng bodles.
:1 ll fs lmposslble to estlmate how long it wlll take to move this buwaucrettc mountain. 
but It Is
hardly likely to be cleaved away tat many months. tn the meantime. the trustratton of the
 potltl-
cal prlsoners mounts. and p(ogress towards removal 0! obstacles to negotlntlon rs thwarte
d.
WERKGROEP KAIROS
t Kromme Nieuwegracht 10
ll 3512 HG Utrecht
Tel. 030 - 319.714


