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Are Indians 
sufficiently 
involved? 

inority Front leader Amichand MRajbansi has tackled both the 
National Party and the Inkatha Freedom Party for including too few Indian politicians in their dispensing of political patronage. ¢ 

To the NP, Mr Rajbansi says that in spite of making a massive appeal to the Indian community and the fact that the party won huge support from the community in the recent election, only a handful of Indians were elected to Parliament and the regional assembly on the NP ticket. 
To the IFP, Mr Rajbansi says that although the party won only a tiny percentage of the Indian vote, it lost a golden opportunity to make 

KwaZulu-Natal’s cabinet more representative by failing to appoint a single Indian minister. . 
Well, Mr Rajbansi is certainly living up to his campaign promise of fighting for | the rights of minorities, specifically the Indian community, so we cannot fault him on that. But looked at as a whole,'the Indian community has done 

extraordinarily well out of these elections, Indian members of the ANC hold major offices of state in Mr Mandela’s cabinet while both the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker elected unanimously by the new Parliament are of Indian extract. 
It is ironic that the whites in 

KwaZulu-Natal deserted the NP to vote in favour of the IFP while the Indian community voted heavily in favour of the Nats. The IFP has wound up with quite a high number of whites in its ranks in Parliament and the provincial assembly,” reflecting its support base, while the Nats remain a party dominated by white, male Afrikaners. 

In fairness to the IFP, it has never attracted significant overt support from the Indian community. In part, that may * be the consequence of historic tensions between the Zulu and Indian peoples. Like any other political party, its public 
. representatives are just that — 
representative of its supporters. Very few Indian politicians identified with the IFP before the election. 

Still, Mr Rajbansi does have a grain of an idea. The Indian community has demonstrated that it is pivotal in KwaZulu-Natal and its leaders have a valuable contribution to make in - government. There is no reason why in the post-apartheid South Africa all the political parties should not become fully representative of the population as a whole, grouping themselves on the basis of ideology and not race, 
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