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The Harare Conference on Children
Repression and the Law in Apartheid

South Africa will, | amsure, prove to
have been a milestone in the |liberation
struggle. | feel nyself overwhel ned at

the privil ege of both conveni ng and
presiding at such a gathering. The only
difficulty lies in conveying to those who
had no such privilege the absol ute

uni queness and significance of the
conference. For it certainly was unique.
O the 700 or so del egates, nearly 300
came fromwithin South Africa or were

in exile outside its imediate frontiers.
Forty-five countries were representative
of the international conmunity.

They canme from both sides of the

i deol ogi cal divide: they were drawn from
governments, voluntary agencies
representing childrenis rights and froma
vast range of professional expertise. So,
for the first tine on such a nassive scal e,
the authentic voice of the South African
peopl e was heard delivering its own
nessage to the world - and doi ng so not
with rhetorical bombast but with well-
prepared, well-docunmented and deeply
novi ng personal experiences of the
struggl e.

And - mraculously - we had the

nost significant witnesses of all to speak
to us: the children. They knew thensel ves
to be speaking for those thousands of
their contenporaries who have been the
target of the South African governnentis
assaul t.

One of the youngest of them aged

only el even, had been so traumatised by
his experience of two nonths in detention
that he could hardly be heard at all. But
his presence on the platform said enough
It said, clearly and unm stakable, that a
governnent which can set out deliberately
to torture and kill its own children has
no place in the world community. It

must, as witness after w tness decl ared,
be totally excluded by all nations unti
the source of the evil it enbodies -
apartheid itself - is totally destroyed.
Now cones the chal |l enge to everyone

who reads this report! W nust convey

the message of the conference to the
worl d. We have been universally

encour aged by the nedia coverage, not
only in Britain but across Europe and

el sewhere. We shall certainly be able to
produce the evidence of our work in
panphl ets, books and vi deos.

But all depends on the support we get
fromevery individual involved in the
anti-aparthei d novenent in every

country. Those who came to Harare
fromthe heart of the struggle cane at
real risk to thenmselves and their famlies.
We know that they believed the risk was
infintely worthwhile.



We nust not |et them down! Anandl a!
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Al nost 300 South Africans, the majority

of whom had cone frominside the

country, nmet with over 200

representatives of nore than 150

organi sations frofn all over the world.

There were | awers, medical practitioners,
religious and social workers, comunity

and political activists and representatives

of youth, student, and wonents

organi sations as well as trade union and

pr of essi onal bodies. The del egation from

i nside the country included children,

along with those whose work and

experience bring themnost directly into
contact with the effects of the apartheid

regi mets brutal repression of children

By bringing us together in Harare, the

Conf erence provided the internationa

conmunity with a unique QppOrtunity ’

to hear fromthose directly affected, the
truth about the violent repression

inflicted by apartheid, including the

beating, shooting, torture, detention and

i mprisonnent of children. It enabl ed us

and the whole international community

to break through the veil of censorship

and secrecy inposed by the apartheid

regi mets two-year-old state of energency.

We heard nmoving testinony froni '

children about their harrow ng, _

experiences of torture and injury at; the
hands of the regi mes agents. Doctors and

ot her professional workers concerned

with the welfare of children informed us

about the reality of how children are

treated under apartheid. Lawyers

expl ai ned the absence of any effective

| egal provisions for the protection of

Revd Beyers Naude. Photograph by Pieter Boersna
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children and their vulnerability in the face
of the apartheid reginmets determ nation

to maintain the oppression of the

majority of South Africans.

-’ Since the occupation of the townships



in Septenber 1984 neither the hone, the
school nor the streets has been spared.
Overwhel m ng force has been used in

town and country. Whol e school s have
been detai ned, even children under the
age of ten. The declaration of a state of
emergency in June 1986 has been

foll owed by the detention of over 30,000
peopl e, of whomat |least a third were
children. The scale of such detentions
and the viol ence acconpanying themis

wi thout parallel even in a state of war.
, The cruelty and brutality which were
exposed i nduced a profound’ seni skebf
shock, outrage and anger. The deliberate
and systematic targeting of children by
the armed agents of the reginme puts
apartheid South Africa beyond the pale
of civilised society. It exposes the politica
and noral bankruptcy of a system bent

on destroying any form of opposition
Such a form of governnment is totally
illegitimte.

We strongly condemm all those who

col  aborate with the reginme in executing
" its policies, in particular the | awers and
judges who lend legitimacy to an i nhuman
and illegitinmate system and the nedica
practitioners who conspire in keeping
secret the brutality against children. W

call upon the international community

to sever all relations with professiona

bodi es which fail to condenmn these

A iver Tanbo, President of the ANC, expresses his appreciation to Archbi shop Trevor Hudd
eston for convening the Conference. On the right, Conference rapporteur

practi ces.

We conmit ourselves to act in a

concerted way to keep the world aware

of the plight of South Africa,s children.

We will continue, and extend, the task of

noni toring and exposing the repression

and abuse of children.

We urge | awers, mnedical practitioners,

soci al and religious workers, and al

ot hers whose work invol ves speci a

responsibilities for children, to play a part

in the struggle to protect the children of

South Africa and help free themfrom

apart hei d.

We appeal to the internationa

conmunity to work for the inposition

of sanctions against the reginme, and urge

all governnments to declare their support

Torin thosewhonven at risk to

thensel ves, are prepared to act in defence

of the children of South Africa.

We recogni se that the children of

South Africa cannot lead a nornal life as

I ong as the apartheid systemrenains. The

children thensel ves, having recogni sed

this fact, have di splayed heroi c courage

in their readiness to engage their ruthless

oppressors in daily struggle. Their

comm tment and determ nation are an

inspiration to us all. W pl edge oursel ves,

col lectively and as individuals, to use al

our resources to work towards the

realisation of a united non-racial and

denocratic South Africa and thereby

ensure a speedy end of the racia

tyranny whose vi ol ence spares neither



old nor young - in South Africa, Nam bia
and throughout Southern Africa.



Presi dent of the ANC,

A iver Tanmbo

VWE MEET here today because we want

to di scuss the unspeakabl e plight of the
bl ack children of South Africa. W neet
because there is sonething that is
happening to the hapless and the

i nnocent that should not be allowed to
happen. W meet because we recogni se

that our own |lives have neaning only to
the extent that they are used to create a
soci al condition which will make the
lives of the children happy, full and
meani ngf ul . W have gat hered oursel ves
in Harare and on this particul ar occasion
because we know that agrievous injustice
is being done to all hunmanity.

The peopl es have judged that those

who uphol d the apartheid system are
conmitting a crime agai nst humanity
itself. And as this Conference knows, at
the core of this crine is the theory and
practice of racism

What nore man-hating ideol ogy can

there be than this which defines black
peopl e as | ess than human! And coul d

we expect any consequence fromits
practice other than the slaughter of black
children! The predator feeds on human

bl ood. That fact defines its being.

The endl ess rows of childrenis graves,
ready prepared for the children whose
death by di sease and starvation is planned
according to defined statistica
regularities, mark the true essence of this
system The barefoot child - clothed in
a sack that should carry produce -

pl anting, hoeing, reaping is the alter ego
of the white farmer who towers above

the toddler with a whip in his hand. The
orphan is no nore than a precise
statenment that apartheid lives. The
mangl ed renmai ns of the black child who
wanted only to play in the sun are the
justification for the existence of the

| argest and nost sophisticated nachinery
of repression that Africa has ever known.
The apartheid predator feeds on human

bl ood. That fact defines its being.

why they continue thus to aid and abet
the conmi ssion of a crinme against
humanity. Let them stand accused as
those who, by refusing to inpose
sanctions, extended a hel ping hand to
the apartheid regime so that it could
continue its canpai gn of terror against
the children.

So nust we also intensify the canpaign
to save the lives of the tens of activists
who have been sentenced to death by

the apartheid courts. Already sone of
these have been hanged and sone of
themin secret. W nust not by our
silence and inactivity becone unwitting
col l aborators with the apartheid regine
in the comm ssion of judicial murders of
men and wonmen who are heroi nes of our
struggl e and people. Indeed we could
pose the question - how can there be a
climate conduci ve to negoti ati ons when
these patriots face and are obj ects of



executi on!

As we discuss the situation of children
in apartheid South Africa, we should not
forget the simlar plight of children in
Nam bia who, in addition, are forcibly
recruited into the army of occupation
corrupted into joining the various terror
gangs and forced to serve as prostitutes
to satisfy the needs of the army of terror
Nei t her shoul d we, overwhel ned by

the harrowi ng stories that describe the
abuse of Children in South Africa, ignore
the plight of millions of children

t hroughout Sout hern Africa who are al so
dyi ng i n uni magi nabl e num bers, thanks to
the crimnal canpaign of destabilisation
and aggression carried out by Pretoria
and its surrogate puppet groups.

Al'l this know edge should spur us

both to act in defence of the children
and to intensify the general offensive
agai nst the racist system whose evil deeds
nmade this Conference necessary. In this
regard, we have the unquestionable n' ' ;
obligation to escal ate our political and
mlitary assault against the apartheid
system Equally we need to press on with
even greater vigour for the inposition of
nmandat ory and conprehensi ve sanctions

agai nst raci st South Africa.

To our old friend and fell ow

conbat ant, Archbi shop Trevor

Huddl est on, we say thank you very

much for taking this inportant initiative.
In you, the children of our country have
al ways found a protector and a second
parent. In their name, we w sh you good
health, being certain that the victory of
the cause to which you have dedi cated
your life is not far.

Revd Frank Chi kane, Secretary Cenera

This terrible desolation defines for us
what our struggle nmust be about. W

cannot be true liberators unless the
liberation we will achieve guarantees al
children the rights to life, health,

happi ness and free devel opnent,

respecting the individuality, the
inclinations and capabilities of each child.
Qur liberation would be untrue to itself
if it did not, among its first tasks, attend
to the welfare of the mllions of children
whose |ives have been stunted and turned
into a terrible msery by the viol ence of
the apartheid system

The worl d needs to be inforned about

what is happening to these young lives.
Let the truth be told in all its gruesone
detail. Let all humanity see the true face
of apartheid, mirrored as it is in the

gl azed and staring eyes of the children it
is starving to death and in the sightless
eyes of those it has mnurdered.

Let all those in the Wst who still treat
with this regime as legitimte explain

of the South African Council of Churches
LET US tell the truth and the truth only.
VWen a regine refuses to rel ease an
11-year-old child on bail because this
11-year-old would be a danger to the
security of the State then there nust be



somet hing drastically wong with those
adul ts.

We have cone here to share with you

our pain and suffering and even deat h,
particularly of children. W just hope,
chai rperson, that there are still people in
the world who still have sonme noral
instinct to be noved by our witness to
act decisively and make it inpossible for
the apartheid regine to live a day | onger
We al so hope that those who still support
or collude with this inhuman reginme stil
have sone sense of norality to be
ashaned of their action and w thdraw
their support of this system

The Children of South Africa,
particularly black children, are denied
their right to be children. Children in our
rt

country are violently forced by the
conditions in the country to be adults
before their tine. They are put in a
situation where they have to make
deci si ons which are nornally nmade by
adults. They are forced to make choices
whi ch they should not make at their age.
They are nmade to fight battles they
shoul d not be fighting as children

They al so want to have a chance to be
children and devel op naturally |ike other
children. They want to play hide and
seek games. They want to role play

not her and father and play child ganes

i ke other children rather than do the
real thing at that age.

Their nornmal and natural growh as
children has been and is being violently
di srupted, forcing themto be adults
before their tinme.

Reports reaching churches and ot her
bodi es nonitoring repression around the
country Clearly indicated that after the
state of emergency a w de range of
peopl e, regardless of their politica

i nvol venent, were being terrorised by
the forces of so-called | aw and order
What energes clearly fromthese

reports, though, is that the main target
of this terror has been the youth and the.
children. This is not surprising because
since June 16, 1976, the nbst mlitant,
energetic and courageous fighters agai nst
apart heid have been the youth and
children. Many of these youth are driven
by sheer hatred of apartheid to engage
daily in a battle with the security forces
and all those they regard as enforcing
apart hei d.

Hundreds of reports reached us of
apparently random assault, harassnent

and the shooting of youth in the streets,
at school, on the way to shops, at
funerals and vigils and so on. A pattern
enmerged which repeated itself in every _
part of the country. The attacks weren’ zt?
sinply the actions of 6ver-zeal ous security
forces, but were actually part of a
del i berate policy of terrorising the youth.
To intimdate and denoralise the

yout h, particularly school kids, they

i ntroduced curfews, door-to-door raids,



shows of force at funerals and neetings.
Qur children cane under heavy attack in
schools. At one stage in the energency
school s were occupied by the security
forces. School children reported that
they were terrorised by the security
forces. Soldiers and police interfered in
the cl asses, attacked and shot children in
the school grounds, whipped theminto

cl asses, etc.

Besi des being terrorised at school, on
the streets and in their houses, nmany of
them were detained and tortured. During
the 1985 state of energency, of the

11, 500 peopl e detai ned, 2,000 were
Children under 16. During the 1986 state
of energency, of the 22,000 detai nees,
8,800 were children under 18 (nost of

t hem bet ween the ages of 13 and 18).

Sone of them were under the age of 9.

On Novenber 3, 1986, there were 407
children in detention

Many det ai ned chil dren have reported

that they were terrorised and assaul ted
in detention until they tconfessedi to
crimes they had not commtted. Even

the courts have been used as a weapon to
terrorise the children. Children

t hensel ves who have been victinms of
security violence are often charged for
tpublic violencei If you have been shot,
for instance, you are assuned to have
been conmmtting a crime. You are

det ai ned and brought to justice, as they
woul d say! According to the Mnister of
Law and Order, over 1,100 people were
charged with public violence in 1986

al one. What the Mnisters figures do not
show, though, are the vast nunbers of

the children who were convicted on fal se
evi dence and those who were acquitted

or had their charges dropped for |ack of
evi dence. QOccasionally the gross injustice
of the whole process is exposed, as in the
case this nonth of the 12-year-old boy
who had charges of public violence
dropped agai nst him The boy, astandard
two pupil from Parys, had spent 11

nonths in detention under the emergency
regul ations. The State alleged that he had
confessed to throwi ng stones at the car
of a township superintendent in J une
1986. But the defence | awer discovered
that the said tconfessioni had been witten
in Afri kaans, a | anguage that the boy did
not understand. Charges agai nst hi m and
three others were dropped.

| believe that there is very little that
can be done to save and protect the
brutalised children of South Africa

wi t hout necessarily removing the
apartheid system The racist apartheid
systemis evil and can only survive by
nur deri ng hundreds of thousands of the
def encel ess masses of South Africa. The
determ nation of the people to be free
will force this systemto unleash all its
powers at the expense of countless lives.
If nothing is done, we shall soon be

tal king about mllions dead. The Naz

hol ocaust which cost over 6 mllion lives



m ght | ook like a nminor historical event
conpared to what we night experience
Honour abl e Prime

M ni ster, Conrade R G Migabe

ITIS A singular honour for us in

Zi mbabwe that our capital city has been
chosen as the venue for this unique

Conf erence on Children, Repression and
the Law in Apartheid South Africa. |
personal ly feel Specially honoured and
privileged that | have been asked to
address the opening session of the
Conf er ence.

| hope | can be allowed to extend a
speci al word of welconme to you,

Ar chbi shop Huddl eston. You are no
stranger to Southern Africa, having spent
a good part of your life in South Africa
and bei ng one of the pioneers and an ally
in the anti-apartheid struggle. Your
continued fight fromGeat Britain
against the evil apartheid systemis
greatly encouraging and i s appreciated
by us in Southern Africa.

| sincerely hope that the deliberations
:1VE@ Ag sqd8160loqd



of this Conference will enhance

i nternational awareness of the terrible
plight and situation of the weakest and
nost vul nerabl e of the South African
popul ation, nanely the black children

who are, as we know, the nobst hapl ess

and hel pl ess victins of the evil nonster
that is apartheid. It is they who are daily
mal nouri shed by apartheid. It is they

who are daily m seducated by apartheid.

It is they who, above all, are daily jail ed,
mai med and nurdered by apart hei d.

Yet, international awareness of the
suffering of the children in apartheid
South Africa is alone not adequate

unless it is followed by a resol ve,
determ nation and strength to fight and
eradi cate the hei nous system from our
civilised world.

The prisons of South Africa are today
full of children who, under civilised
condi tions, should be in schools
undergoi ng preparation for their future
roles and responsibilities as citizens of
their country. Alas, their prescribed |ot
is that of being rmurdered, tortured,
brutal i sed and i npri soned.

You, and nobst of us fromthis region,
know that the rule of |aw does not exist in
apartheid South Africa. The law, such as
exists there, is only for the advancenent
and protection of the privileges of the
few The law and all the related state
institutions have been desi gned and geared
to protect and pronote the interests of
the white minority by systematically
tranpling upon even the nost basic

rights of the black masses.

Shoul d any voi ce of consci ence draw
attention to the injustice of the system
and criticise the so-called | aw

enf orcenent agents, such criticismis
contenptuously ignored. Recently, the
Det ai neesi Parents Support Conmittee
published its informative reports or a
studies on tortures and detentions in the
1980s. The reactions of the racist

M ni ster of Law and O der was
characteristic. He accused the Comittee
of vilifying the police. The cases of child
arrest and assault, and the sordid
exanpl es of torture in detention were

di sm ssed as nere fabrications. The sleep
deprivation to which young detai nees

wer e subj ected, the suspension in md-air
the ki cking, beating, electric shocking,
the stripping and numerous other horrific
perpetrations which the youths and
children received fromtheir interrogators
did not revul se the so-called Mnister of
Law and Order. How coul d they?

Revul sion is a response of a person of
consci ence and norality. M Vlok and al
the nenbers of his apartheid regine are
evidently nmen to whom consci ence and
norality are nere trifles. Miurder cannot,
in such circunstances, any |onger revul se
the bl oody heart of its perpetrator, for
each murder commtted al so destroyed

his nmoral conscience, hardening him

nore and nore to the sheddi ng of bl ood.



The expression thloody boeri cannot be
wi t hout si gnificance.
As the report of UNI CEF has recently
illustrated, the tragedy of the black
children and youths in South Africa
extends to their brothers and sisters in
the front line states. |ndeed, many of
you from outside the regi on have heard
or read about the effects of South
Africais apartheid policies, the regines
econom ¢ disruption and politica
destabilisation and their destructive
ef fects upon the lives and welfare of the
bl acks in South Africa and the peoples
of the entire region. The statistics are
readily available. But may | rem nd you
that behind those figures or statistics are
real children, youths and their parents,
wi th names, human feelings of pain, fear
want and hunger.
TESTI MONI ES OF TORTURE
Mzi mkul u
Ngani ana
tortured by
electricity and with
gadgets he coul d not
even descri be
Mei mkul u is ei ghteen
and was a nenber of
the Port Elizabeth
Yout h Congress. He
was arrested in a pre-
dawn raid while asleep
with his nother, sister
and her young
chi l dren.
8Sol di ers cane, they
kicked nme with their
boots and punched
me on the | egs and
chest. In the police
station two soldiers
connected an el ectric
tube on to ny leg and
switched it on. It was
bad, | was shaki ng.
They were asking ne
guesti ons about nmny
friends. My nother
brought nme food but
the soldiers ate it. In
the prison | was in
solitary confinenent.
I was crying and just
sitting. After three
weeks | was rel eased.
My ears were bl eeding
and ny head hurt?
Mzi mkul u expl ai ned
that follow ng his
rel ease
81 could not stand
it. Every night |
woul d hear gun shots,
you cannot |earn or
do anyt hi ng?
Mei mkul u | eft
South Africa in August
1986 and now lives in
Tanzani a.
Bur as



Nhl abat hi

i nterrogated and
tortured for three
nont hs

Buras Nhl abathi is
sevent een and was
presi dent of the
Thenbi sa St udent
Congress. He was not
living at hone at the
time of his arrest to
avoi d harassnent
fromthe police.

uOn 8 Cctober 19861
was arrested at
3.30am | was taken
fromthe house | was
staying at by force
and beaten with fists,
kicked and hit with
the butt of guns. This
went on for about 45
m nut es.

| was then thrown
into the back of a van
with twel ve conrades
arrested at the same
time. W& were taken
to Kenbasi police
station and initially
left outside in the rain
I was taken into an

i nterrogation room
and questioned about
posters and | eafl ets of
banned organi sati ons.
When | refused to
answer | was beaten.
This went on for about
5 hours, they hit ne
wi th keys and pipes
and sj anboks. | had
no sl eep and they

kept ne on ny feet.

I was al so given

el ectric shocks from
handcuffs. | did not
answer the questions,
preferring to die.

On the second day

| was stripped. and put
into a rubber suit
fromhead to foot. A
dunmy was placed in
nmy nmouth so

couldn’t scream

There was no air.

They switched the
plug on. My nuscles
were punpi ng hard. |
coul dnit see anyt hi ng.
When they swi tched
the plug off they took
the dummy out and
said | shoul d speak.
When | refused they
put the dunmy back
and sw tched on again.
After a long tine
they switched off. |
was stripped and put



into a fridge naked. |
was |eft there. | was
then brought out
again and put into the
el ectric shock suit.
Then | was taken

into an interrogation
room My hands and
feet and my head

were tied to a pole
and bright search
lights turned on. | felt
ny mnd go dead. |
couldnlt see. | was
dizzy. | WAs beaten
again. | have scars on
ny right hip.

| was then taken to
Madupo prison. | was
gi ven ice cubes for ny
face but no medica
treatnent. | was in
prison for three
nonths. | spent two
weeks in solitary
confinenent. | was
beaten in prison, just
sl apped. | was not
charged or tried or
convi cted of any

of f ence.

After ny rel ease

was told to report at
7.003m and 7. 00pm
every day. | didnt. |
spent five nonths in
hi di ng before ny
escape. "

Buras now lives in
exil e.

W1 Iliam

Tshabal al a

i nterrogated and
tortured for over

4 hours

Wl liam Tshabalala is
ei ghteen and a forner
menber of the Student
Repr esent ati ve Counci
of Soweto. On 16 June
1986 he was taken
into police custody
and interrogated for
over four hours.
WIlliamsaid he

consi dered his case

m nor because he had
seen and heard of
much worse

experi ences than his.
What upset hi m npost,
apart from his own
torture and assault,
was that children as
young as el even were
subj ected to the sane
treat nent.

Wlliamis now
living in Lusaka,
Zanbi a, and hopes to
further his education.



Nt habi seng

Mabusa

Nt habi seng lives in
Harare and is aged 13.
On 14 June 1986 she
was visiting her aunt

i n Gaborone, the
capital of Botswana
when t he South

African Defence Force
attacked Gaborone.

81 went into the
bedroom to get

somet hing and | heard
a bang. I went out and
saw a nmasked nan. |
turned to run and was
shot ;1 continued to
try and run away but
anot her man stood up
in front of nme and
knocked ne down. |

was shot in the back as
| lay on the ground."
Nt habi seng i s now
paral ysed fromthe
wai st down and
learning to walk with
crutches. Nt habi seng
still has nightmares
and is frightened even
by the bang of a door.
Naude Mitse

forced to stand for

12 hours

Naude i s aged twenty-
two and was brought

up i n Al exander
townshi p. He was

i nvol ved i n COSAS

and supported schoo
boycotts; as a result
of this activity he was
det ai ned several tines
during 1984. During
March and April 1984
the police charged the
group of students he
was w th, using batons,
whi ps and bi rdshot.

tt They (the South
African Police) caught
sone of us, they
kicked nme in the
genitals, it was very
pai nful , they
handcuffed me and

took nme to Weinberg
where the SAP are in
charge. The SAP

i nterrogated us, we
were distributing
panphl ets that were
quite legal ;1 was
threat ened and kept

in the police station
for the whol e day

bef ore being rel eased. "
During the state of
enmergency in 1985 he
was detained in



solitary confinenent
for three nonths.

it Some policenen

took ne to John
Vorster Square. | was
nmade to stand up for
nore than 12 hours.
VWen | fell they picked
me up and ki cked ne.
They gave ne no food.
At 2am they took ne
toacell. | had to sleep
on a concrete floor
wearing a T-shirt and
jeans. At around 8am
they gave ne sone
porridge and bread. |
kept on telling them
the sane things. He
(the policeman) came
agai n after breakfast.
He said they woul d
keep ne in detention
until they were
satisfied (with what |
told then). | was in
solitary. He said he
woul d see nme on
Monday. | was kept in
the cell. On Mnday a
pol i ceman cane at
about 2. | was nade
to stand for another
12 hours. No food,

only water. | was
exhaust ed and ki cked
again. | still said no
nore."

Naude |l eft the

country shortly after
he was rel eased and

now lives in Tanzani a.
One of the young people
gi ving testinony at

the Conference. Listening
are d enys Ki nnock

BART Trustee, and

Jane Coker, a Lawyer.
WIliam

Modi bedi

el even years old

W1 liamwas detained

by the South African
police in Cctober

1986. He was kept for
two nonths and two

days in a nortuary, a
dark room and a cel
around Krugersdorp

W1 liam gave a very
brief testinony; he

sai d:

ttthey (the police)
said | burned cars and
shops. "

The police knocked

all his teeth out during
this period of
detention. He is still
dazed and confused

by all that he has been



through. H's two

brothers and sister are
still in detention.
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Mai n extracts

from Conf erence

pr oceedi ngs

Partici pants were inspired by the courage,
determ nation and tenacity displayed by great
nunbers of young South Africans as they resist
state violence by rejecting apartheid and join
the struggle for its overthrow, notw thstanding
the intensification of state violence, including
random and i ndiscrimnate killings, the
systematic use of torture, and other forns of
brutality. Adnmiration was al so expressed for
those within South Africa who at great persona
sacrifice give all the help they can - |egal
medi cal and financial-to mtigate the suffering
of the children and to nake known to the
outside world the barbarous treatnent by the
raci st reginme of its nost vulnerable citizens.
The Conference acknow edged that it is the

sol emm duty of mankind to_ render to children
the very best it has to offer. Apartheid South
Africa, however, has repudiated this
fundanental obligation by anmputating bl ack
children fromtheir future and potential, and
propelling themprematurely into a perverse
form of adul thood through the pain and trauma
of deprivation,1l ncarceration and torture. These
children are subjected to experiences which
cause permanent psychol ogi cal and physica
danage. Apartheid, by its, very nature, cripples
the life of the child, but over the past decade
apartheid South Africa has specifically targeted
children in an extraordi nary denonstration of
noral and political bankruptcy. Such conduct
puts apartheid South Africai beyond the pal e of
civilised society. Its gross and persistent
viol ati ons of human rights, its crines against
humanity, and its practices conparable to
genoci de - the gravest of international crines
# render it unfit to hold any place in the
conmuni ty of nations.

A special feature of the proceedi ngs was
testinony given by a number of very young
South African children who described the
brutality and systematic torture they had
endured at the hands of the South African
security forces.

In the course of the proceedings the
Conference heard of the indefatigable courage
and heroic determnation of the children and
youth of South Africa. In the face of the
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overwhel ming nmilitary power and politica
repression of the apartheid regi me, they have
mar ched and rallied against apartheid educati on;
they have boycotted cl asses in protest against
the presence of arny and police units in schools
and universities; they have fornmed community

and national organisations and, when the raci st
regi me has banned those organi sations and jail ed
their | eaders, they have risen up again and again
under new organi sations. The brutality of the
regi me has been matched by the courage and
dignity of those whose protests its seeks to
crush. The Conference wel coned the recent
formati on of the South African Youth Congress
(SAYCO, whose ains and objectives are to

unite and politicise all sectors of the youth, to
encourage the youth to join progressive trade
unions, and to strive for the achi evement of a
non- sexi st, free and denocratic South Africa.
The children and youth of South Africa are

at this nmonment engaged in the active struggle for
nati onal |iberation and self-determ nation for al
the people of South Africa in an unfragnented
denocratic society. They are organising
conmuni ty defence units against the state-
sponsored vigilante groups with which the

regime seeks to terrorise its opponents. They
have adopted the principles of the Freedom
Charter and declared their solidarity with the
United Denocratic Front.

The primary focus of the Conference was on

the treatnent of the children of South Africa
since Septenber 1984 when the apartheid

regime noved its troops into the black townships
in an attenpt to crush popul ar resistance to
apartheid. Since the inposition of the state of
emergency, South Africa has been effectively
rul ed under energency powers. The Conference
heard that the pernanent |egal powers at the

di sposal of the regine under the Interna
Security Act and other repressive |egislation
covering the right to assenbly, censorship and
the police are so extensive as to enable the
regime to exerci se draconi an powers at wll.

The procl amation of the state of emergency
therefore licenses what is effectively a state of
martial law in the black areas.

In the course of the proceedings it becane

clear that the nations of the world face a stark
choice: either to maintain relations with a
ruthl ess, sinister and crimnal regime which has
decl ared war upon its people and placed its
security forces above the | aw and escal ated stil
further the oppression of the black popul ation



under the guise of a state of energency, or to
support the people of South Africa in their
struggle for liberation and their aimto establish
a denocratic, non-racial society, for both
children and adults, black and white. Anpbng

the consi derati ons which emerged Wre:

(a) The racist South African reginme, through

its vile policy of apartheid, repudiates the
fundanmental human rights of the overwhel m ng
majority of its population. This bears with
particular brutality upon black children, the
nost hel pl ess of South Africais citizens, who
are the special victins of the deprivation
aparthei d ordains.

(b) The system of apartheid, based as it is on

a denial of the political, economc and cultura
rights of 87% of the popul ation and determ ned
on the basis of race, constitutes nationa
oppression of the mgjority and, therefore, a
breach of international |aw, the apartheid
reginmeis inplenmentation of the policy of

col oni al dom nati on has been pursued through
state and institutional violence, reflected in the
persi stence of massacres and acts of viol ence
since 1910, the forced renoval of over three
mllion people in pursuit of racist policies, the
denati onal i sation of South African citizens who
live in the ibantustansi, the separation of
children fromparents, the attenpt to divide and
rul e through the inplenentation of the

bantustan policy and the application of the raci st
and Nazi-inspired Popul ati on Registration Act.
(c) The state terrorismof apartheid is

reflected not only in the raciallyenotivated
physical ill-treatnent and nurder of black
children. The harsh reality of apartheid ensures
that black chil dhood is dom nated by fear
deprivati on and exploitation through the
application of Iaws and practices which produce
hunger and mal nutrition, high infant nortality
rates, chronic disease, and illiteracy. Apartheid
has ensured that black children have become

the internal refugees of apartheid - deprived of
the right to free movenment, vulnerable to
eviction and renoval under apartheid | aws,

wi t hout the security of hone and deprived of
famly life, banished to resettlenent canps and
consigned to the inpoverished i honel andsh

whi ch are the dunping grounds for cheap | abour
for the farns and factories.

(d) Apartheid |l aws and practices separate
children fromparents through the mgratory
system of |abour, the continued de facto
application of influx control and the absence of
adequate housing. It therefore frequently
ensures the destruction of the famly, generally
accepted as the basic unit of society.

(e) Further, the apartheid reginme pernits

and encourages, as part of its econonic and
soci al policy, the wi despread exploitation of

bl ack children in industrial and other

enpl oyment. On the white farns the use of

bl ack children as farmworkers is an integra
feature of apartheid; there, bondage akin to the
practice of slavery flourishes in blatant violation
of international |aw. The colour bar is preval ent
in enpl oyment; social and child-care services
are inadequate and are operated on a raci st basis.
(f) Apartheid touches every aspect of the

lives and destinies of black children. Its inpact
on education has been particularly severe and



has drawn a special response fromthe children
thensel ves over the past decade. tBantu
education, a special systemfor Africans, is

i nadequat e, separate, inferior, neither free nor
conpul sory, and was devel oped with the

i ntention of subjugating the blacks and
accentuating divisions. |Inadequate facilities in
the towns and the virtual absence of schools on
the white farns have been conpounded by
overcrowdi ng and i nexperienced and
underqual i fi ed teachers. The raci smof the
systemis reflected in the relative per capita
expendi ture on school children and in widely

di ffering pupil-teacher ratios. |nevitably, access
to university education is limted by the raci st
nature of the school system

(g) The rejection by the children in the

school s and the students in iethnici colleges of
this inferior education is one of the nost

i nportant features of the resurgence of the

i deal i sm and conm tment of the black youth in
South Africa. The significant new elenent in

the struggle of the children is the fact that an
alternative and denocratic systemis being
establ i shed by and for the people. Their nopdest
demands for practical changes in the

adm ni stration of schools - an end to corpora
puni shnment and sexual harassnent of girl pupils,
free and appropriate textbooks, free and

conpul sory education - have been pursued by
maj or school boycotts whi ch have been net by

the full and brutal force of the apartheid regine.
Children in school s have been singled out as
special targets of state-sanctioned violence in a
del i berate strategy of forcing them back to
school through conpul sory enrol nment,
victimsation of pupils, the occupation of
school s by troops, police and iinstant, or specia
const abl es, abductions and mass arrests and
detention, and viol ence during exam nations.

Chil dren have been teargassed in the confined
spaces of their classroons and their wire-walled
school conpounds.

(h) Nor is apartheidis violence limted to the
children of South Africa. In Nam bia, occupied
in breach of international |aw and agai nst the
wi shes of the people, the apartheid regine is
wagi ng a war where children are, again, specia
victinms and often the main targets. The South
African mlitary occupation has brought in its

| wake a reign of terror. As in South Africa itself,
the mlitary and the police are protected by a
wi de-rangi ng indemmity, an extrenme censorship
shields their actions fromcriticismand a dusk-
to-dawn curfew in the so-called war zone is in
operation allowing themto shoot on sight al
noverent in and out of the area. Ordinary life,
especially that of children, is totally disrupted
and civilians are tortured, inprisoned wthout
trial, killed and terrorised in an attenpt to
destroy support for the national |iberation
struggl e of the South West Africa Peopleis
Organi sati on. Thousands of Nam bians, mainly
women and children, have been forced to

becone refugees.

(i) Terrorismis being waged by the apartheid
regime in the front line and other states of
Southern Africa in one of the deadliest wars of
destabilisation and destruction in recent history.
This has resulted in thousands of children being
or phaned, and thousands nore bei ng nmai ned



by the reginmes forces and by the arnmed bandits
of MR and Unita, its surrogates in Myzanbi que
and Angol a. Econom c and social structures,
especially schools, hospitals and clinics, in these
countries have been ravaged and mllions of
peopl e are threatened with starvation. By the
end of 1986, an estimated 140, 000 children

under five have died as a result of this war and
destabilisation, and over 8.5 mllion Angol ans
and Mobzanbi cans, roughly half the rura
popul ati on of Angol a and Mbyzanbi que, have
becone internal refugees. The total inpact on
infant and child health and nortality of this
aggressi on cannot be quantifi ed.

(j) The regul ati ons nade under the state of

enmer gency have given the security forces

(which include the arnmy, the police, railway

and administrative board police and ispeci al
constablesi) a free hand in controlling the

t ownshi ps. Sweeping powers to control the

press, bans on public neetings and control over
funeral s have enabled the regine to transform
the townships into war zones where the state
security system organi sed through 500 j oint
managenent centres has installed a counter-

i nsurgency strategy against children and, indeed,
all township residents. Bl anket indemity
provided to the security forces enables the
agents of repression to act with inpunity.

(k) Children are not granted any specia
protection under South African security

| egislation. The Internal Security Act of 1982
and the energency regul ations fail to guarantee
any, |let alone adequate, protection of the
physical, nental or legal rights of children. The
courts treat children as if they were adults,
regardl ess of age, and such m ni mum forns of
protection as informng parents of an arrest or
detention, or a charge, are consistently denied.
(1) The scale and intensity of the

conpr ehensi ve, overwhel ning and systenatic

vi ol ence and repression against children is such
that participants were horrified. Neither the
hone, the school nor the street has been spared.
Overwhel m ng force has been used in town and
country; whol e school s have been detai ned,

even children under the age of ten. Child
det ai nees, the hidden victins of politica
violence in South Africa, are arrested w thout
warrant and held indefinitely. Wtnesses testified
as to the difficulty of parents assuring their
childrenis safety and well-being, in the absence
of access to fanmily, friend, independent doctor
or lawer wthout special permission, and it is
difficult to challenge such detentions. In
addi ti on, young children are often picked up
simply because they are in the view of the
police and soldiers, and held for a few hours or
a few days. Since the proclamation of the ful
state of enmergency in June 1986, nore than

30, 000 peopl e have been detai ned, of which

about 10, 000 have been under the age of 18.

Even’ before the procl amati on of the emergency
covering the whole of South Africa, an
authoritative study estimated that between

July 1985 and March 1986, 2,106 children

between 8 and 16 were detained, and the

general estimate is that one-fifth of all those
det ai ned under the Internal Security Act and
enmergency regul ations are children. During the
peri od 1984-86, sone 11,000 children were



detai ned without trial, 18,000 arrested on
charges out of protest and no fewer than

173,000 held awaiting trial in police cells.

(I'n) The scal e of such detentions is wthout
paral l el even in a state of fornmal war between
states. Although a number of child detainees
were released in 1987, it is estinmated that nore
than 1,000 remain in detention, besides the

many t housands who are ostensibly awaiting

trial in prisons, many of whomare |ikely never
to be brought before a court.

(n) The state violence resulting in the deaths
of children is borne out by the official statistics
provi ded by the reginme, which state that in a
singl e year, 1985, the police (excluding the
tdefence forcesi) killed at |east 201 children
and over 300 in the period 1984-86, a nunber

of whom were under 10 years ol d.

(0) Children on rel ease from detenti on have
recount ed unspeakabl e conditions and

treatnment. In routine but pervasive practices,
children have suffered electric shocks, beatings
by fists, sjanboks and rifle butts, severe
deprivation of food and sl eep, sexual abuse and
attack, attenpted strangul ati on and suffocation
solitary confinement, and being subnerged in
sewage water or doused with petrol and
threatened with tnecklacingi. The age of a child
has not noticeably inhibited the so-called
guardi ans of |aw and order in South Africa, and
a particular refinement has been the use of
teargas in encl osed spaces.

(p) Menbers of the security forces carry out
their duties with indiscrimnate brutality and

i nsensitivity. The physical integrity of children
- even the nost basic of all rights, the right to
life - is treated with contenpt. Wth the officia
sanctioning of vigilantes in the townships and
the tbantustansi, their plight is even nore

parl ous. But even nore devastating is the
irresistible conclusion that systenatic and

wi despread torture is an integral feature of the
detention system

(q) There have been far-reaching effects on
children who have been detained, ill-treated and
tortured. The effects of arrest, detention and
interrogation are deeply disturbing for any
det ai nee, but acutely traumatic for children
There has been a conspiracy of silence by

prof essi onal s, especially doctors who have
contact with these young people and who are
silent witnesses to the manner in which they are
abused. Those supposed to visit detainees

regul arly and provide for their needs bear a
personal responsibility for the maltreatment of
such vul nerabl e persons while in custody.

(r) The trehabilitation canmps or

ireorientation centresi established during the
enmergency for children have becone a

per manent feature of the policy of the apartheid
regi me. New custombuilt centres are provided
for the indoctrination and mani pul ati on of

young people before their release. This |atest
attenpt at thought-control by the apartheid
regi me has particularly nmenacing inplications.
(5) There is a profound and consi dered wi sh,
widely held in South Africa as el sewhere, that
the international comunity has a fundanenta
role to play if the agony and suffering of
children is to be ended. International action
agai nst the apartheid regime would inevitably



have effects upon the black popul ation, but

such is the present degree of their suffering, and
so horrendous are the alternatives to an early
end to apartheid, that this is a price which they
are prepared to pay.

It was clear to the Conference that by their
actions in recent years, the children of South
Africa have thrust themselves into a situation
where their plight can no | onger be ignored.

The suffering they endure and the courage they

di splay are indicnents of a system which

i nstead of cherishing them wages war upon

them But the price they have paid, and

continue to pay, in deprivation, in ill-treatnent,
in racist education and in detention and

i mprisonnment is incalculable. Nor can action to
renedy the desperate plight of the children

await the day of liberation. The needs are

urgent. Action nust be taken now.

Proposal s for concerted action by the

i nternational community were al so nade by

various participants. Alist of these proposals is
avai | abl e on request from BART.



STATEMENT OF THE a

NATI ONAL EXECUTI VE COW TTEE

OF THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS

ON THE QUESTI ON OF NEGOTI ATl ONS

Oct ober 9th, 1987

In the recent period, both the Pretoria reginme and various Wstern powers have

been raising the issue of a negotiated resolution of the South African question

I nspired by the deep-seated desire and unwavering conritment to end the apart-

hei d system as as soon as possible and with m nimum|oss of |life and property,

the National Executive Conmttee net and considered this matter with all due
seriousness and attention.

We are convinced that the Botha regime has neither the desire nor the intention

to engage in any meani ngful negotiations. On the contrary, everything this regine
does is directed at the destruction of the national |iberatit’ mnovement, the sup-
pression of the denocratic novenent and the entrenchnent and perpetuati on of

the apartheid systemof white minority dom nation

The raci st reginme has raised the issue of negotiations to achieve two nmajor ob-
jectives. The first of these is to defuse the struggle inside our country by hol di ng
out false hopes of a just political settlement which the Pretoria regi ne has

every intention to block. Secondly, this regime hopes to defeat the continuing
canpai gn for conprehensive and mandat ory sanctions by sendi ng out bogus

signals that it is ready to talk seriously to the genuine representatives of our people.
Fundanental to the understanding of the apartheid reginmels concept of negotia-
tions is the notion that it rmust inpose its will on those it is talking to and force
themto accept its dictates. In practice, the Botha reginme is conducting a deter

m ned canpai gn of repression agai nst the ANC and the mass denocratic nove-

ment. This includes the assassination of |eaders, mass detentions, mlitary oc-
cupati on of townships and a programme of pacification carried out by the so-

call ed Joint Managenent Centres (JMJ s).

The racists are out to terrorise our people into submission, crush their denpcratic
organi sations and force us to surrender

Al these efforts will fail. Rather than create a climate conducive to genui ne
negoti ations, they will only serve further to sharpen the confrontation within our
country and bring to the fore the prospect of the bloodiest conflict that our conti-
nent has ever seen

| Qur struggle will not end until South Africa is transfornmed into a united,
denocratic and non-racial country. This is the only solution which would enable

all our people, both black and white, tolive as equals in conditions of peace and
prosperity. The overwhel m ng majority of our people accept that the Freedom

Charter provides a reasonable and Viable framework for the construction of a

new soci ety.



We wi sh here to reiterate that the ANC has never been opposed to a negotiated
settlenent of the South African question. On various occasions in the past we
have, in vain, called on the apartheid reginme to talk to the genuine | eaders of
our people. Once nore, we would like to reaffirmthat the ANC and the nasses

of our people as a whole are ready and willing to enter into genui ne negotiations
provided they are ained at the transfornmati on of our country into a united and
non-raci al denocracy. This, and only this, should be the objective of any
negoti ati ng process. Accordi ngly no neani ngful negotiations can take place un-
til all those concerned, and specifically the Pretoria reginme, accept this perspec-
tive which we share with the whole of humanity.

We further wish to state again that the questions whether or not to negotiate,
and on what conditions, should be put to our entire | eadership, including those
who are inprisoned and who shoul d be rel eased unconditionally. While consider-

i ng these questions our |eadership would have to be free to consult and discuss
with the people wi thout |et or hindrance.

We reject unequivocally the cynical demand of the Pretoria regine that we

shoul d unilaterally abandon or suspend the arned struggle. The source of Violence
in our country is the apartheid system It is that Violence which nust end. Any
cessation of hostilities would have to be negotiated and entail agreed action by
both sides as part of the process of the creation of a denocratic South Africa.
Equally, we reject all efforts to dictate to us who our allies should or should
not be, and how our nenbership should be conposed. Specifically, we will not

bow down to pressures intended to drive a wedge between the ANC and the South
African Comuni st Party, a tried and tested ally in the struggle for a denocratic
South Africa. Neither shall we subnmit to attenpts to divide and weaken our nove-
ment by carrying out a witch hunt against various nenbers on the basis of their

i deol ogi cal beliefs.

The conflict in our country is between the forces of national |iberation and
denocracy on the one hand and those of racismand reaction on the other. Any
negoti ati ons woul d have to be conducted by these two forces as represented by
their various organisational fornmations.

We reject without qualification the proposed National Statutory Council (NSC)

whi ch the Botha regime seeks to establish through | egislation to be enacted by
the apartheid parlianment. This can never be a genuine and acceptabl e nmechani sm
to negotiate a denocratic constitution for our country.

In practice, the National Statutory Council can never be anything nore than

an advi sory body which would put its views to the apartheid parlianment and the
regime itself, which retains the right to accept or reject those views. \Wat the
Bot ha regi ne proposes ss a constitution-making forum- the National Statutory
Council - is therefore nothing but a device intended to ennesh all who sit on
nit in a bogus process of neaningless talk which has nothing to do with any ge-
nuine, attenpt to design a denbcratic constitution for our country.

In addition, this National Statutory Council seeks to entrench and |l egitimse



the very structures of apartheid that our struggle, in all its forns, seeks to abolish.
The unrepresentative organs of the apartheid structure of repression, such as the
raci st triecaneral parlianment and the bantustans, cannot be used as instruments

for the liquidation of the very sane systemthey have been established to maintain
An essential part of the apartheid systemis the definition and division of our
peopl e according to racial and ethnic groups, dominated by the white minority.

To end apartheid neans, anpong other things, to define and treat all our people

as equal citizens of our country, without regard to race, colour or ethnicity. To
guarantee this, the ANC accepts that a new constitution for South Africa could

i nclude an entrenched Bill of Rights to safeguard the rights of the individual. W
are, however, opposed to any attenpt to perpetuate the apartheid system by ad-
vanci ng the concept of so-called group and minority rights.

Qur region is fully conversant with the treacherous and deceitful nature of the
apartheid regime. There are nore than enough exanpl es of agreenments which

this regi me has shanel essly di shonoured. Taking this experience into account,

we insist that before any negotiations take place, the apartheid regi me woul d have
to denonstrate its seriousness by inplenenting various neasures to create a Cinate
conduci ve to such negoti ations.

These woul d i nclude the unconditional release of all political prisoners, de-
tainees, all captured freedomfighters and prisoners of war as well as the cessa-
tion of all political trials. The state of emergency would have to be lifted, the
arny and the police withdrawn fromthe townshi ps and confined to their bar-

racks. Simlarly, all repressive legislation and all |aws enpowering the regine
tolimt freedom of assenbly, speech, the press and so on, would have to be repeal -
ed. Among these woul d be the Ri otous Assenblies, the Native Adninistration

the General Laws Anendment, the Unl awful Organisations, the Internal Security

and simlar Acts and regul ati ons.

We take this opportunity once nore to reaffirmthat the African National Con-

gress is opposed to any secret negotiations. W firmy believe that the people
thensel ves nust participate in shaping their destiny and would therefore have

to be involved in any process of negotiations.

Being fully conscious of the way the Pretoria reginme has, in the past, deliberate-
|y dragged out negotiations to buy time for itself, we maintain that any negoti a-
tions woul d have to take place within a definite tinme-frame to neet the urgent
necessity to end the apartheid systemand |ift the yoke of tyranny fromthe nasses
of our people who have already suffered for too |ong.

There is, as yet, no prospect for genuine negotiations because the Botha regi ne
continues to believe that it can maintain the apartheid systemthrough force and
terror. W therefore have no choice but to intensify the mass political and arned
struggle for the overthrow of the illegal apartheid regine and the transfer of power
to the people.

We also call on all our people to reject and Spurn Bothals so-called Nationa
Statutory Council and make cettain that this apartheid council never sees the |ight
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of day.

We reiterate our appeal to the international community to join us in this noble
struggl e by inposing conprehensi ve and nmandat ory sancti ons agai nst raci st South
Africa to end the apartheid system and reduce the anmount of blood that will other-
wi se have to be shed to achieve this goal.

Finally, we would |ike to express our gratitude to the O ganisation of African
Unity which, at its last Summit, adopted a Declaration on Southern Africa pl edg-
ing Africals support for the positions contained in the statement. W comend
that Declaration tO the rest of the world community as an inportant docunent

| ayi ng the basis for concerted international action to banish apartheid racism col -
oni alismand war once and for all.

1912- 1987

ADVANCE TO PECPLE' S POVER!
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