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Comrades

APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION TO THE GENDER ADVISORY
COMMITTEE IN RESPECT OF TRANSSEXUAL GENDER HUMAN RIGHTS

At a general meéting of the Hillbrow-Berea Branch on 12 April 1992, we were
honoured to have members of the Gender Advisory Committee and to discuss
Gender matters.

Due to the national importance of having our community represented, and having
been recommended by the chairlady of the Gender Advisory Committee to make
application this letter is submitted to yourselves.

The transvestite/transgenderist/transsexual community in South Africa is
subjected to the most intense discriminatory practices, including being
ostracised by their families, retrenched by their employers etc. - especially
speaking of persons who suffer from Gender Dysphoria, who are "coming out"
and who may be attempting their "full-time" cross dressing, an international
medical requirement also of course imposed by SATRU. Added to all this there
is not only no legal protection, but the everpresent potential of also being
harassed and abused by the people who are there to protect the public - the
police.

The writer although only a member of the organisation since September last
year, is a person who has reaped the bitter fruits of incorrect upbringing
and who has had to contend with the intimidation and psychological torment
meted out by National Intelligence Agents during the years 1980 - 1989.
He/She is a person who therefore is in a position to appreciate the meaning
of what it is to be suppressed and be prevented from having the full dignity,
rights and self-respect of a human being. '

Your consideration therefore will be all the more highly appreciated as our
community is not elsewhere represented in any other working or advisory group
or committee, except ourselves and the Phoenix Society, which is a support
group only. Another consideration why the writer as a transsexual and ANC
member should be considered for representation on the Gender Advisory

Committee is in respect of concern for the thousands of African transsexuals
who have not yet consolidated themselves into any support group and whose needs
as of all other transsexuals need to be represented and considered as much as
all the others.

Your consideration of the matter and soonest reply will be highly appreciated.

Youyrs faithfully

MICHELLE J EMMERICH
LAl PORTFOLIO - SATRU

Biiiad |
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' PROPOSED GENDER RIGHTS ARTICLE IN A

I: FOR A AFRI

(i) Men and women shall enjoy equal rights in all areas of
public and private life, including eamployment, education
and' within the family, furthermore discrimination on the
grounds of sex, single parenthood, sexual or gender
orientation shall be unlawful. '

(ii) Harassment, abuse or violence against the family, spouse
and| children of persons who are gay, transgendered or
transsexual shall be unlawful.

Positive action shall be undertaken to overcome the difficulties
and/or disadvantages suffered on account of past sexual or
gender discrimination.

|
The law shall consider harassment, abuse and violence on the
grounds of sex, gender or sexual stereotyping as a criminal
offence. Such persons discriminated against shall be entitled
to file criminal suits and sue for damages. In this context
paragraphs 1, 4, 6 and-l0-refer.

No eamployer, medical aid society, insurance company or other
institution shall discriminate, refuse consideration of or
terminate employment, benefits, or membership on the grounds of
sex, sexual or gender orientation or sexual stereotyping and any
such actions shall be unlawful.

Educational institutions, the media, advertising and similar
institutions shall be under a duty to discourage any sexual or
gender stereotyping.

No transvestite, transgenderist, dual-sex person or transsexual
shall be coerced in any way to undergo any form of reversal
therapy (psychological sex change) or be prevented from
undergoing = psychotherapy and/or the worphological sex
reassignment operation.

The state ishall provide facilities for those transgendered,
dual-sex or transsexual persons who for financial reasons cannot
afford the morphological sex-reassignment operation privately,
furthermore . that age and marital status should not be classified
as impediments provided that such candidates have discharged
their legal responsibilities in submitting a divorce certificate
and otherwise maintaining their dependants.

(1) Posﬁ-opcrative transsexuals shall be entitlad to marry
as though biological females and be entitled to alimony
in the event of a divorce.

(ii)} Post-operative transsexuals as single persons or Jointly
with their husbands shall be responsible for the
maintenance of their children of a previous marriage
with due consideration of personal financial
circumstances.

/2-..
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lhrrier.l transvestites,
transsexuals, gh.nll i

The state shall nominate and subsidize approved and suitable

bodies to monitor:

(i gay persoms,

{ii) transvestites, dual-sex persons, transgenderists and
transsexuals,

to protect their rights and afford them and their families the

Counselling and psychotherapy that may be necessary as well as

to liaise with the regional hospitals in respect of the

-orpholagica}.: Sex-reassignaent operation where applicable.

éi) : (psychological sex-change) may be
for a two year period subject to the
! that they avail themselves thereto of their
omm volition and that when the therapy is finalised,
they are not older than eleven years of age.

o'ii} Rncmal therapy may be applied to gay persons provided
that they themselves voluntarily request such therapy.

(L

serving sentence,
Pistrict Surgeon and upon his
! ncarcerated in cells reserved for the
female sex, provided that female hormone therapy is
maintained.

Felalfc to male tranmsexuals may only be incarcerated in
cells reserved for the male sex provided that their
sex-reassignment operations have been coapleted.

The criteria in all aforementioned cases including
post-operative transsexuals awaiting their identity
documents, rests on the requiresent that persons with
any female sex organs or at least developed breasts, may
not be icarcerated in prison cells reserved for the male
sex, and that female hormone therapy, where necessary,
be maintained to suppress any maleness.
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Ml ,
APPLICATTION POR ADMISSION TO THE GENDER ADVISORY
COMMITTEE IN RESPECT OF TRANSSEXUAL GENDER HUMAN RIGHTS

At a general meeting of the Eillbrow-Berea Branch om 12 April 1992, we were
honoured to bave members of the Gender Advisory Committee and to discuss
Gender matters. ;

Due to the natiomal importance of having cur commanity represented, and hsving
been recommended by the chairlady of the Gender Advisory Committee to make
application this letter is submitted to yourselves.

The transvestite/transgenderist/transsexual commnity in South Africa is
subjected to the most intense discriminarory practices, including being
ostracised by their fam{lies, retrenched by their employers etc. = especially
speaking of persons who suffer from Gender Dysphoria, who are "coming out"
and who may be attempting their "full-time" cross dressing, an international
medical requirement also of course imposed by SATRU. Added to all this there
is not only no legal protection, but the everpresent potential of also being
harassed and abused by the people who are there to protect the public ~ the
Wlm- i

The writer although only a member of the organisation since September last
year, is a person who 'has reaped the bitter fruits of incorrect upbringing
and who has had to contend with the intimidation and psychological torment
moted out by Nationsl Intelligence Agents during the years 1980 -~ 1989.
He/She is a person who therefore is in a position to appreciate the meaning
of what it is to be suppressed and be prevented from having the full dégnity,
rights and self-respect of a bumsn being.

Your consideration therefore will be all the more highly appreciated as our
commnity is not elsewhere represented in any other working or advisory group
or committee, except curselves sud the Phoenix Society, which is a support
group only. Another congideration why the writer as a transsexnal and ANC
nember should be considered for representation on the Gender Advisory
Committee is in respect of concern for the thousands of African transsexuals
who have not yet consolidated themselves into any Support group and whose needs
as of all other transsexuals need to be represented and considered as much as
all the others, -

Your consideration of the matter and soonest reply will be highly apprecisted.
Yours faithfully

1A ' '
ﬁ,‘ﬁ! J EMMERICH
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GUEST EDITORIAL: Transsexuals:
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THOUGHTS ON SELF-ESTEEM . . . & Debbie

CLOG MEWD - March 1001

Self-csteem - - what does it mean and whet role o 5. 1 make my own decisions and sssume the
does it play In our MNfe? Self-esteem broken down mesns: reaponsibllity for eny mistakes.
mmE_..ﬁ.EEo bmgis a i G . 6. I do uot bave to prove myssil to anyone. | need
personal laterest, o wellare and, ESTEEM - - 1o regard = i
With respect. Together it means knowing that we have le”?gi bonestly and effectively
. 7. My emotioual well belng [s primadly dependent
. ; on bow | LOVE ME, .

I's the volce deep . -8 No one In the world is more important than [
us vital information Jike - - .- am =3 » person. .

ioanH!l.
unique and wond 8t of belng able to see both sides

feolt 2?3%:&%?&‘-8&&-
i St L e e melm el yowin, belp oliers - both those wilkin our

- Hero are & few ldeas an how to bulld sell-esteem,
Try theso exerclses; s

L | em a unique and precious humea being,
siways dolng my best

2 | awm [n chargs of my own life.

3. My #1 responsibillty is my own growth and well
betng e L

4. 1 reluse to be put down by atiitudes or oplnjons
ol others.
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the dead worman's Tt through an
open Tranchslider ‘after another
neighbour In the hlock became
worried at her (riend's absence.

Nelther Mrs De Jong nor her car
had been seen since Tuesday.

- Mrs Moinar sald she had not bean

worried about the absence of Mrs
De Jong’s red Honda Clvic as the
dead woman sometimes visited her
immm;s - |

Y yesterdey morning when

Mg De Jong el to answar her
telephone, Mrs Molnar went Into the

Mrs De Jong :
dressed In a pink tracksult she often
wore to bed. -

A post-moriem - e:amlnuuu
showed Mrs De Jong sulfocaled
after a stocking was wound {ighlly
over her head. She suffered from
asthma but that was likely lo have

" quickened her deaih rather than
catsed it, the police said. She dled

swnellmaner?pmorapmon
Tuesday.

Mr Lrawiord said N WRS Keeping
an open mipg — “just whal did teke
place s unclear.".

He could net confirm wheuar
anylhing was iissing from lhe tiat
iisell, but sujd there were signs of n
slrlggie In Ihe lounge and the
woman's phone had been ripped
from the wall, -

Mrs De Ji w10 was separated,
used lo m‘:g'aue a8 llerne Bey

resthome, now run by one of her
sons,

A (horough coxamiralion ot her
flat Is planned todey.

flat and found HuDe.long'.sbody

A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION :

No doubt it will take a court case to

astablish_ it in reality!
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