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SOUTH AFRICA: Misiie STEMELE, maie, age unknown, fieid worker with
(Transkei) the Transkei Councii of Churches, Umtata
Miimdeie MAJAMA, maie, age unknown, works in the
X-Ray department of the Generai Hospital, Umtata
Twasiie MBANDAZAYO, maie, age unknown, high school
teacher in Butterworth (Transkei)
Mr DAYO (first name unknown). age unknown, teacher
at the Technical Coiiege, Umtata
Misiie Stemeie, Miimdeie Majama, Twasiie Mbandazayo and Mr Dayo were
detained between 17 and 18 November 1988 under Section 47 of the Transkei
Pubiic Security Act (TPSA). Section 47 permits indefinite incommunicado
detention without charge or triai for purposes of interrogation by the
security poiice in the nominaiiy independent Transkei "homeiand".
Detainees he1d under this Act have been interrogated and tortured by
Transkeian and South African security poiice.
Misiie Stemeie is a fieid worker with the Transkei Councii of
Churches, and is responsibie for the care of the famiiies of detainees and
poiiticai prisoners. He was previousiy detained between September 1986 and
October 1987. During this period he was assaulted so badly by poiice that
he required hospitai treatment. Before Misiie Stemeie was transferred to
hospitai, his lawyers had made an urgent appiication to the Transkei
Supreme Court for an order restraining the poiice from further assaulting
him. The court application was based on an affadavit from a person who had
seen him in prison with his face sw011en, a11eged1y after having his head
hit against a wa11, being beaten, and near1y suffocated and rendered
unconscious by having a bag filled with water put over his head. The court
granted an interim restraining order against the poiice. Misiie Stemeie
was iater charged under the TPSA with "Terrorism", but the charges were
subsequentiy withdrawn and he was reieased on 6 October 1987.
Foiiowing their recent arrest it is not known where Misiie Stemeie,
Miimdeie Majama, Twasiie Mbandazayo or Mr Dayo are currentiy being he1d,
nor have the Transkeian security poiice issued any statement explaining why
they have been detained. Amnesty Internationa1 is concerned that a11 four
may be subjected to iii-treatment or torture.
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Te1exes/Teiegrams/Express 1etters/Airmai1 1etters:
- expressing concern about the detention, reportediy under Section 47 of
the Transkei Pubiic Security Act, of Misiie Stemeie, Miimdeie Majama,
Twasile Mbandazayo and Mr Dayo, and asking for reasons for their detention
and detaiis of their whereabouts;
- expressing particuiar concern about Misiie Stemeie who was assauited
during his previous detention;
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