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SQUTH AFRI CA: M siie STEMELE, nmaie, age unknown, fieid worker wth
(Transkei) the Transkei Councii of Churches, Untata

Minmdei e MAJAMA, mai e, age unknown, works in the

X-Ray departnment of the Generai Hospital, Untata

Twasi i e MBANDAZAYO, mmi e, age unknown, high schoo

teacher in Butterworth (Transkei)

M DAYO (first name unknown). age unknown, teacher

at the Technical Coiiege, Unata

Msiie Steneie, Mindeie Myjama, Twasiie Miandazayo and M Dayo were
det ai ned between 17 and 18 Novenber 1988 under Section 47 of the Transke
Pubiic Security Act (TPSA). Section 47 pernits indefinite incommunicado
detention w thout charge or triai for purposes of interrogation by the
security poiice in the nomnaiiy independent Transkei "honei and".
Det ai nees held under this Act have been interrogated and tortured by
Transkei an and South African security poiice.

Msiie Steneie is a fieid worker with the Transkei Councii of

Churches, and is responsibie for the care of the famiies of detainees and
poiiticai prisoners. He was previousiy detained between Septenber 1986 and
Cct ober 1987. During this period he was assaulted so badly by poiice that
he required hospitai treatnent. Before Msiie Steneie was transferred to
hospitai, his lawers had nade an urgent appiication to the Transke
Supreme Court for an order restraining the poiice fromfurther assaulting
him The court application was based on an affadavit froma person who had
seen himin prison with his face swOllen, allegedly after having his head
hit against a wall, being beaten, and nearly suffocated and rendered
unconsci ous by having a bag filled with water put over his head. The court
granted an interimrestraining order against the poiice. Msiie Steneie
was i ater charged under the TPSA with "Terrorisni, but the charges were
subsequentiy w thdrawn and he was rei eased on 6 October 1987.

Foiiowing their recent arrest it is not known where Msiie Steneie,

M i ndei e Maj ama, Twasiie Miandazayo or M Dayo are currentiy being held,
nor have the Transkei an security poiice issued any statenent explaining why
they have been detained. Amesty International is concerned that all four
may be subjected to iii-treatment or torture.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Telexes/ Tei egrans/ Express letters/Airmai 1l letters:

- expressing concern about the detention, reportediy under Section 47 of
the Transkei Pubiic Security Act, of Msiie Steneie, Mindei e Maj anm,
Twasi | e Mbandazayo and M Dayo, and asking for reasons for their detention
and detaiis of their whereabouts;

- expressing particuiar concern about Msiie Stenmeie who was assauited
during his previous detention

Tel ephone 01-833 1771 Tel egranms: Amesty London WC1 Tel ex: 28502

" honol human

Ame t International Is an independent worl dwi de novenent working tor the Interhatiohal p
rot ec

ri ghts?"y seeks the rel ease of nen and wonen detai ned anywhere becausept "18" beliefs, co
[ our, sex, ethnic

origin, language or religlous creed, provided they have not used or advocated Violence. T
hese are terned prisoners

" hal f of such people

of consetence. It works for lair and prompt trials for all political prlsoners and works
on be

det ai ned wi thout charge or trial. It opposes the death penalty and torture or other crue
, mhuman or degradi ng

treatnment or punishnent of all prisoners.



