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Friends of the Pathfinder Mira

191 7th Avenue

New York, Ny 10011

April 4, 1991

M. Tabago Maf ol

African National Congress

801 Second Avenue

New York, Ny 10017

Dear M. Mafoli

| spoke to you on the phone today, inviting you or

anot her ANC | eader, to speak at a neeting on Saturday, Apri
20, in defense of the Pathfinder Miural and freedom of
artistic and political expression.

As we tal ked about, the nural was vandalized for the

second tine a few weeks ago. Red paint was splashed onto the
large portrait of Fidel Castro. The paint |anded on the edge
of his beard and spilled onto the portraits of other Cuban
and Latin Anerican |eaders, including Jose Marti .

The April 20 nmeeting will begin at 7:30 P.M The

| ocation has not yet been determ ned other than somewhere in
New York City.

I’ ve encl osed information about the nmural that focuses

on the previous attack as well as an example of the kind of
statenment others have sent. The response to the vandal i sm
has been very good. Mayor Dinkin and the New York Council on
the Arts sent a strong statenent.

We are urging folks to show their concern by sending
statenents to the mayor’'s office (phone: 212-566-5090; fax:
212-791-9628). Pl ease send any copies to our office at the
address above.

Hopi ng to hear from you soon about the neeting on the

20t h. You can call at our office (212) 727-8421 or ne
personal ly (718) 397-1112. A speakers platformof those in
struggl e which does not include the ANC is always | acki ng.

K

In Struggl e,

WM

Bar bara Mut ni ck
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212/ 669- 8141

DAVID N. bnxms ’

STATEMENT ON THE DESECRATI N or THE " PATHFI NDER' MJURAL

The act of vandali sm against thy "Pathfinder" mural depicting

prom nent figures in the strugglu for social justice nmerely
dononstrates the unbal anced nentality, pointless venom and cowardi ce
of the anonynobus perpetrators.

The nural, which 1- a result of the dedicated efforts.of artists
fromnore than twonty countries, was two years in the making. Its
dosocration points to a |lack of respect for the divorlity of opinion
.and creative expression that characterizes what it nmeans to be
Anmar | can.

| urge law enforcenent officials to do everything possible to
apprehend t he reaponui bl o person or persons and | call on New Yorkers
of good will to join in rojecting acts of racial hostility,

especially in this holiday season. | will try to aulllt 1n the
restoration of this inportant work.
-30-

MUNI Cl PAL BUI LDING | CENTRE 81".. NI NETEENTH FLOOR, NEW YORK. NY. 10007
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- Ponp and pageantry mark

By CHARLES BAI LLQU

Speci al to AnNews

LI st Sunday the PIthfinder

Mun! was unveil ed as | gather-
ing Inconpani ed | recording of
"God Bless Africa." the anthem
of the Inti-Ipartheid freedom
fig hters of South Africa

"This 15 the Erst nonoebstract
political nural (rmuted in this
city in recent nenory)." human
rights Ittorney WIlliam
Kunstler. told over 200 shiver-

i ng personage gathered It Charles
Ind West streets off the End
Pat hfi nder nural unvel hn

lon River md afternoon Sun-

day.

And former New York City

Mayor John Li ndsay wel comed

this new artistic addition to the
city he led for eight years.
"Freedom of artistic and cul -
tural expression is a hallmrk of
| genuinely open. denocratic
society." he said in | letter to
the mural produces.

"The Irtists who have

pai nted t he Pathfinder Mral."
the fornmer nayor added. "have
creatively put this freedominto
practice. enhancing the diver-
sity of public art IVIilable to 111
New Yorkers. i

The Mural . which spans the

louth wall of the six story Path
hnder ?ress buil ding on West

and Charles Streets. has over
150 radi cal and progressive

| eaders and activists. past and
prwent. fromthroughout the
wor | d.

Artists from20 countries par-
ticipated in the 8125.000 pro-
ject. | pokespersons noted.

GONE BUT ' m FORGOTTEN - M un’ oe Buhop am

foreground) Ind Mleolm X Ire prominent [imte- on the Plth
finds Mural in Greenwich Villlge. (Chlrlee Bdllou Photo)
Anong contributors Ire the

"It declares for Il the world

New York State Council on the -to lee our conmmtnent to
Arts/ Qul tural Council Founda-

tion. the Huburg Cultura

Council the Cultural Affairs

Depart ment of New York City;

and private donors provided

funds Ind materials. the project

spokespersons |1id.

Mal col m McAl i ster. the

nmural site director. who painted

| group portrait ofVI. Lenin

Leon Trotsky Ind other

founders of the Communi st | n-

ternational. told the Anmster-

dam News recently that artists

fromcountries of the chosen



subj ects were lought to paint.
their conpatriots. i

For exanple. South African
artist Dumile Feni painted a
portrait of Nelson Mandel a.
And Carol e Byard. an African-
Anerican artist and teacher It
New York’s Plrsons School of
Design. painted | portrait of
Mal col m X

In 1 nurll dedication mu-

I1gE. Dennis Brutu. the exiled
South African poet and teacher
put his view of the inportance
of the mun! this ny: "Inl
period of Wilctivity

when many nore |Ire being

driwn into Ictive invol venent
in the politim struggle" .the un-
veiling of the Pathhnder Mira
is | landmark event.

worid where there is peace Ind
justice for 111 W |lJute our
heroes. nen | nd wonen who

have gone before Ind we pledge
our determ nation to continue
the lwggle. in mne of tem
porary setbacks. until victory is
won.’'

CARCLE BYARD



THE STAR- LEDGER, Monday. Novenber 20, 1989

Marx, Lenin, Castro stare out from NY. nura

NEW YORK (AP) A six-storz-high nural |ea.

luring Karl Marx, Vliadimr Lenin. idel Castro. Mal-
colm X and other revolutionary | eaders was dedi cat -
ed yesterday in | ower Manhattan.

Several hundred people sang along with talk

singer Pete Seeger as several pennants which partial -
| hid it were dropped to unveil the nmural that covers
the entire south wall at the Pathtinder building at no
West St .

Known as "The Pathtinder Mural," its centra

image is at a press churning out publications with
their authors depicted on sheets 0! paper that thicken
i nto hooks.

Sone oi the portraits that a pear include those

of the l|eader ol the Cuban revo ution Ernesto Che
Guevara. Russian revol utionist Leon Trotsky and
German socialist |eader and witer Frederick

Engel s.

"It’s a trenmendous victory," said Steve O ark
director of Pathfinder, which publishes revolutionary
hooks and panphlets. "There's no greater synbol

0! freedomthan Fidel Castro and Che Cuevara

The 10-teet-high and 85-teet-wide rmural in

vol ved the col |l aboration ol artists from 20 countries
over the last two years at a cost at $125, 000.

Clark said residents of the nei ghborhnd did not
oppose the project. hut’'criticismcane trom others,

i ncl udi ng Patrick Buchanan, a col ummist and former
aide to President Reagan.

The New York City Tribune called it "a verita-

bl e Mount Rushnmore to communism™ It al so ques-
tioned why the New York State Council on the Arts
contributed 8500 "while the Comunist world is dis-
integrating."”

John Morgan, deputy director of the Cultura

Counci | Foundation, which distributes the councul’s
tends in New York City, said a commttee at eight
people was split in its decision

“I think they felt the artistic nmerits of the

project warranted tunding," he said. The renmining
none was raised through contributions.

he State Departnent had denied visas to two

foreign artists invited by mural or anizers. One 0!
those artists produced sketches whic were then cop-
ied by other artists onto the nural.

But the nural did not draw enough attention in

two years for local elected ollicials to take notice.
Counci | wman Ruth W Messinger, the newy

el ected Manhattan borough president, said, "It is not
sonet hing | know anything about so | can’t comrent
onit."

Counci | worman Carol Greitzer, whose district in-

el udes Greenwich Village. said: "It one building
shows this kind of thing, | don't see it as a really hot
i ssue. Who cares who’s on it. It’s not the kind 0! paint-
ing | would buy to hang up in ny house."
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NEWSDAY, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23. 1989
Phot o by Stephen Castagneto

A mural depicting revolutionary and civil rights |eaders was vandalized this week.
Vandal s Deface Mira

In Greenwi ch Vill age

In an act decried by Myor-el ect Da-

vid Dinkins, vandal s have defaced a
Greenwich Village nmural that depicts
revol utionary and civil rights | eaders
fromaround the world

Vandal s spl ashed white paint over

| arge sections of the 6" story, 85-foot-
wi de mural on a wall of the Pathfinder
Press building at West and Charl es
Streets. The attack occurred between 9
p.m Wdnesday and 7 a.m Thursday,

said Meryl Lynn Farber, New York co-
ordi nator of the artists group that

pai nted the mural

Di nkins said in a statenent yester-

, anC! Fidel Castro: . t

day that the vandalismttpoints to a

| ack of respect for the diversity of opin-
ion and creative expression." He prom
ised to support artists and activists in
the restoration of the nural.

The nural, which conservative col -
ummi st Patrick Buchanan has call ed

" Communi snts Mount Rushnore, "

was dedi cated Nov. 19. It includes por-
traits of authors published by Pathfind-
er, including the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr., comunist |eaders Karl Marx,
V.l. Lenin and Leon Trotsky, and Latin
Ameri can revol utionaries Che Guevera
,-Mi.tch, Gel. man



THE NEW YORK TI MES METROPOLI TAN SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1989
Paint Is Flung on Miral;
f BOtles Bear Swastika
AA_ (_i
tee t;

V By DONATELLA 1.0ch
| ' The Pathfinder Mural, a 70-foot-high covers the south wall’ of the building at
Greenwich Village wall painting In- 410 Wst Street, has elicited opposition
ganma liartraklts otDvarh); Lnegm Ftigel fromthe community.
"stro, eev.r.a,uer
:ang J r. and others, was splattered 'Attack’ on Free Expression
wi th paint on Wednesday ni ght. Sam Manuel, the nural project di-

e Six bottles of white oil-based paint |a- rector, said, "This attack on the nural
I beled with swastikas and the "SS" in- is a serious attack on the freedom of
8WB were hurled against the nural expression and is part of the attack on
/ot Hhe buil di ng occupied by the path. the right of the freedom of expression
"F/ under Press, which publishes witln 5 013mm{'
1
!
of work class and . David N. Dinkins, the Ma or-elect.
era and ?fvocates. CWrights th deplored the desecration of e nura
Sone of the portraits damaged were and said the action showed a | ack of re-
those of Dr. King and the antlslavery spect tor the "diversity of opinion and
9 advocates Harriet 'nmbnman and So- creative expression that characterizes
joumer Truth. what it nmeans to be American."

The He added that it "nerely denon-
t mural, which 1385th wide and strates the unbal anced nmentality,
poi ntl ess venom and cowar di ce of the
anonynous perpetrators.” M. D nkins
prom sed to assist in restoring the
wor K.
Wlliam M Kunstler, a civil rights
| awyer who has been involved in the
nural project fromthe beginning, said,
"This is every bit as serious as the
burni ng of the cross and the desecra-
tion of a synagogue, especially at a
time when we are highlighting g asnost
around the world,"
Pat hfi nder Press said it had received
a tel ephoned bonb threat after editori-
als in The Daily News and The New
York Post criticized the nural
24- Hour Guard Patrols . . , v’ |, v W
The work was completed in Novem The New York Tines/Fred R Conrud
her and features portraits of those
whose writings are ublished b Path- The Pathfinder Morel at Wst and Charles Streets in G
reenwi ch Vil -
finder Press. An intgnmational tbeam of 138C WB5 splattered Wth paint 0" Wdnesday nght.
80 artists fromnore than 20 countries
pai nted the nural.
The project at one point was .issued a posting of handbills advertising an tion and the p
ainting of the nural.
bul I dng MVl ol ati on notlce mvol ving scaf- open house for one of the artists. Path- The polic
e have nade no arrests.
mmY rmfolding. Pmthe city eventually granted tinder officials have said the State De-
Project officials said they would have

WO nt ,a permit. In Deeenber’ 1987, the De- partment denied visas for two foreign their
own 24-hour patrol guard the
A secuon of the nural that was partnment of Sanitation |Issued 35 cita- iartists. The State
Department has nural. M. Mnuel said restoration

hit with a bottle of paint. tions totaling $3,500 for unauthorized ’denied any connecti
on between its ac- woul d begin i mediately.
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2: -191 Seventh Avenue. New York. Ny 10011 W Tel ephcne: (212) 727-8421
"Via

w York was vandal i zed for a second tine.on March 17.
3 attack, along with the vandalismin Decenber, 1989,
a serious bl ow agai nst freedom of expression

nocratic and political rights.

? amoutraged that the Pathfinder Miural in

A two year international effort by nore than 80
artists from 20 countries produced this rmural which
features portraits of working class and revol utionary
Leaders The portrait of Fidel Castro, the prinme
;arget of the recent attack, was’painted by Al do Sole:
Avila, a noted Cuban artist.

? wish to add nmy nanme with ot her supporters of
denoc:atic rights and artistic expression in
condemi ng these acts. We demand that New York
authorities fully investigate this c:ine, apprehend

: hose responsi ble, and prosecute themto the ful
ex:ent of the |aw




