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CANADA-SOUTH AFRI
COOP RAT

CANADA -AFRIQUE DUSUD

The Hon Mrs Barbara MCDougall, M.P.,
Secretary of State for External Affairs
231 West Block
House of Commons
OTTAWA, Ontario
K1A 0A6

 

April 29th, 1993

Dear Ms McDougall,

CANADA-SOUTH AFRICA COOPERATION (CSACL

I am appealing to you on behalf of Canada—South Africa
Cooperation and the eight thousand Canadians who support it --
concrete support expressed in donations of over $100,000 during
the past year.

And through Canada-South Africa Cooperation 1 am appealing
to you also on behalf of the millions of South Africans who have
benefitted from its activities -- concrete benefits in terms of
human rights —— and who stand to lose a great deal if this
organizat ion is forced to close.

Unfortunately, unless some help —— which is really extremely
minimal —— is extended to this organization to see it through a
current crisis, such forced closure is imminent.

I am therefore appealing to you also because the standing
ané interests of Canada are involved, and because Canada—South
Africa Cooperation by its work serves those interests, as well as
the interests of democracy in South Africa.

Finally, I am appealing to you in the light of your own
recent appeal to South Africans, following the assassination of
Chris Hani, for calm and reconciliation. Our partner
organizations in South Africa are very significant forces for
peace, progress and development on the basis of human rights,
deserve our utmost support.

a o

Canada-South Africa Cooperation (CSAC) works directly in
terms of Canadian stated policy on South Africa, that is, to
support those individuals and organizations who are at the centre
of the struggle for human rights in South Africa, and to enable
them to carry the work for a non—racial. non—sexist democracy
based on human rights to a successful conclusion.

Canada—South Africa Cooperation (CSAC) is the successor to
I AFSA (Canada), the Canadian component of the International
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Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa (IDAFSA), which did so
much to channel Canadian support, as well as the support of many
other countries and the international community, to the victims
of apartheid before President de Klerk lifted the banninqs on the
ANC and other organizations including IDAFSA itself.

When IDAFSA decided in 1991 that it would be appropriate to
hand over its work to South Africans and close down, the Canadian
Board and members felt that as the need for the work was still
there, an organization should be formed in Canada to enable
Canadians to continue to support it. They also saw that the new
South African organizations would be at a tremendous, perhaps
fatal, disadvantage if they were to be left without one of
IDAFSA‘S most invaluable and unique assets: the bedrock of
international support. This was especially important because
IDAFSA'S work had not lessened at all, on the contrary it was at
a higher level than ever before, and there was no indication of a
lessening of the need for such work. In fact, as I write to you
now, daily headlines tell us that the struggle for human rights
in South Africa is in a critical stage.

For these very good reasons, Canada—South Africa Cooperation
was founded to provide Canadian support to the new organizations:
the South African Legal Defence Fund (SALDEF), the Association of
Ex—Political Prisoners of South Africa (AEPPSA), and the Human
Rights Commission (HRC) of Johannesburg. To these was later
added the Mayibuye Centre of the University of the Western Cape,
which has as its objective the task of reclaiming the history and
culture lost to the South African people during the bannings and
repression of the apartheid era.

These organizations are very new.

SALDEF only opened its offices in January 1992. And from
the beginning SALDEF was faced with huge tasks and inadequate
resources in its new work of dismantling the legal structure
remaining from apartheid, as well as defending the victims of
repression, and working for a Public Defender System to bring the
possibility of justice to South Africa's Courts.

AEPPSA took over from IDAFSA the job of distributing prison-
release grants to large numbers of released political prisoners,
and initiating and developing self-help projects so that the
released prisoners could re-integrate themselves back into their
communities in worthwhile activities which would benefit the
communities as well as the prisoners themselves.
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IDAFSA and then CSAC helped both SALDEF and AEPPSA to
negotiate program funding from the United Nations Trust Fund;
CSAC, through a grant from Partnership Africa Canada, paid for
the core of AEPPSA'S administration.

I attach our Mission Statement giving basic information
regarding our partners and our work.

In its eagerness to channel the utmost support to its South
African partners, CSAC unfortunately overreached itself in the
arrangements it made with CIDA and Partnership Africa
Canada(PAC). Despite the support from Canadians mentioned above,
CSAC is now in the position where it cannot fulfil its matching
obligations to CIDA and PAC. The shortfall is quite small -~
$48,000 -— but it precludes us from buying the necessary time to
implement our fund—raising program.

In today‘s political and economic climate our partners stand
to suffer badly if CSAC has to close. Not only do we raise money
for them, but we provide advocacy, advisory and information
services in Canada, in the USA, with the United Nations and
internationally.

In Canada, we provide the Canadian government and people
with the information from our partners concerning human rights
and development and the situation in South Africa. In
particular, we distribute the information service of the Human
Rights Commission throughout North America, a program for which
we have prospects for negotiating funding.

CIDA has indicated that it cannot help us.

On the fact—finding tour of South Africa that we undertook
last July, we were struck by the enormous respect accorded to
Canada and to us as Canadians, by all those in the democratic
movement.

This was a matter of great pride to us, and it is clear that
Canada's relations with the new South Africa, which is so close
now, will be helped if an organization like ours is able to keep
on functioning so closely and cooperatively with the democratic
movement. For your information I enclose a copy of my report on
our visit, which gives further information on the work of our
partners.
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We hope that you may be able to support Canada-South Africa
Cooperation in continuing this outstanding tradition, and to
enable us to continue to help our South African partners in their
key work for democracy, which will benefit the entire Southern
African region.

I enclose a brief outline of CSAC's achievements during its
short life. It is still less than a year since I took up this
post as Executive Director, and one basic reason for our present
crisis is simply that we have not had sufficient time to develop
our programs. We feel that it would be very sad if we were not
given this opportunity.

I also enclose a copy of a letter from Mr Ntobeko Maqubela,
National Director of SALDEF, stating their need for CSAC.
Similar statements are forthcoming from our other partners.
Statements of support are also forthcoming from our panel of
eminent sponsors and others. I enclose a list of our sponsors.

One immediate measure that might be taken to help the South
Africans in a very concrete way, is that the money remaining from
the fund the Prime Minister launched for returning exiles, as
announced to Mr Nelson Mandela on his visit to Canada in 1991,
might be channelled to SALDEF'S program for the legal needs of
returning exiles. This is a non~partisan program which is based
on the fact that many returning exiles find on their return that
they are worse off than before they left, because their community
has been so devastated by apartheid restrictions, removals,
evictions or resettlement.

SALDEF employs lawyers to empower such communities, to help
them win back their land, and to have restrictions, such as those
confining a certain group to a certain area, remaining as the
legacy of apartheid, removed.

SALDEF's program for 1993 in this area of activity will cost
$500,000. CSAC recommends that such an amount from the returning
exiles fund be conveyed to SALDEF to facilitate this program, and
CSAC is willing to act as Channel. We understand that both CIDA
and the Canadian Ambassador to South Africa regard SALDEF as a
suitable organization for Canada to support. We have consulted
the ANC Chief Representative to Canada, Mr Victor Moche, and he
supports this proposal.

I have written to the Prime Minister along these linesi We
in Canada-South Africa Cooperation believe that to enable SALDEF
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to proceed with its program would be of great benefit not only to
these involved in particular cases, but, by precedent, the
effects would reach out to an enormous number of people, who
would be thus empowered not only to establish homes, but to
participate meaningfully in the democratic process. Such a
significant contribution would bring great credit to Canada.

On behalf of our President, Anne Mitchell, and Board, I
thank you for your sympathetic consideration.

Best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Al Cook
Executive Director
Canada'South Africa Cooperation (CSAC)

 



CANADA-SOUTH AFRICA
COOP RAT

CANADA -AFRIQUE DUSUD

The Hon Mrs Monique Vezina, M.P.
Minister for External Relations and International Development
442 North Centre Block
House of Commons
OTTAWA, Ontario
K1A 0A6

  April 29th, 1993

Dear Mrs Vezina,

CANADA-SOUTH AFRICA COOPERATION (CSACl

I am appealing to you on behalf of CanadaeSouth Africa
Cooperation and the eight thousand Canadians who support it ~—
concrete support expressed in donations of over $100,000 during
the past year.

And through Canada-South Africa Cooperation I am appealing
to you also on behalf of the millions of South Africans who have
benefitted from its activities —~ concrete benefits in terms of
human rights -— and who stand to lose a great deal if this
organization is forced to close.

Unfortunately, unless some help ~— which is really extremely
minimal —- is extended to this organization to see it through a
current crisis, such forced closure is imminent.

I am therefore appealing to you also because the standing
and interests of Canada are involved, and because Canada—South
Africa Cooperation by its work serves those interests, as well as
the interests of democracy in South Africa.

Canada-South Africa Cooperation (CSAC) works directly in
terms of Canadian stated policy on South Africa, that is, to
support those individuals and organizations who are at the centre
of the struggle for human rights in South Africa, and to enable
them to carry the work for a non-racial, non-sexist democracy
based on human rights to a successful conclusion.

Canada-South Africa Cooperation (CSAC) is the successor to
IDAFSA (Canada), the Canadian component of the International
Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa (IDAFSA), which did so
much to channel Canadian support, as well as the support of many
other countries and the international community, to the victims
of apartheid before President de Klerk lifted the banninqs on the
ANC and other organizations including IDAFSA itself.

When IDAFSA decided in 1991 that it would be appropriate to
cont'd 2
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hand over its work to South Africans and close down, the Canadian
Board and members felt that as the need for the work was still
there, an organization should be formed in Canada to enable
Canadians to continue to support it. They also saw that the new
South African organizations would be at a tremendous, perhaps
fatal, disadvantage if they were to be left without one of
IDAFSA's most invaluable and unique assets: the bedrock of
international support. This was especially important because
IDAFSA's work had not lessened at all, on the contrary it was at
a higher level than ever before, and there was no indication of a
lessening of the need for such work. In fact, as I write to you
now, daily headlines tell us that the struggle for human rights
in South Africa is in a critical stage.

For these very good reasons, Canada-South Africa Cooperation
was founded to provide Canadian support to the new organizations:
the South African Legal Defence Fund (SALDEF), the Association of
Ex-Political Prisoners of South Africa (AEPPSA), and the Human
Rights Commission (HRC) of Johannesburg. To these was later
added the Mayibuye Centre of the University of the Western Cape,
which has as its objective the task of reclaiming the history and
culture lost to the South African people during the bannings and
repression of the apartheid era.

These organizations are very new.

SALDEF only opened its offices in January 1992. And from
the beginning SALDEF was faced with huge tasks and inadequate
resources in its new work of dismantling the legal structure
remaining from apartheid, as well as defending the victims of
repression, and working for a Public Defender System to bring the
possibility of justice to South Africa's courts.

AEPPSA took over from IDAFSA the job of distributing prison-
release grants to large numbers of released political prisoners,
and initiating and developing self-help projects so that the
released prisoners could re—integrate themselves back into their
communities in worthwhile activities which would benefit the
communities as well as the prisoners themselves.

IDAFSA and then CSAC helped both SALDEF and AEPPSA to
negotiate program funding from the United Nations Trust Fund;
CSAC, through a grant from Partnership Africa Canada, paid for
the core of AEPPSA'S administration.

I attach our Mission Statement giving basic information
regarding our partners and our work.
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In its eagerness to channel the utmost support to its South
African partners, CSAC unfortunately overreached itself in the
arrangements it made with CIDA and Partnership Africa
Canada(PAC). Despite the support from Canadians mentioned above,
CSAC is now in the position where it cannot fulfil its matching
obligations to CIDA and PAC. The shortfall is quite small —-
$48,000 —- but it precludes us from buying the necessary time to
implement our fund-raising program.

In today's political and economic climate our partners stand
to suffer badly if CSAC has to close. Not only do we raise money
for them, but we provide advocacy, advisory and information
services in Canada, in the USA, with the United Nations and
internationally.

In Canada, we provide the Canadian government and people
with the information from our partners concerning human rights
and development and the situation in South Africa. In
particular, we distribute the information service of the Human
Rights Commission throughout North America, a program for which
we have prospects for negotiating funding.

CIDA has indicated that it cannot help us.

On the fact-findinq tour of South Africa that we undertook
last July, we were struck by the enormous respect accorded to
Canada and to us as Canadians, by all those in the democratic
movement.

This was a matter of great pride to us, and it is clear that
Canada's relations with the new South Africa, which is so close
now, will be helped if an organization like ours is able to keep
on functioning so closely and cooperatively with the democratic
movement. For your information I enclose a copy of my report on
our visit, which gives further information on the work of our
partners.

We hope that you may be able to support Canada-South Africa
Cooperation in continuing this outstanding tradition, and to
enable us to continue to help our South African partners in their
key work for democracy, which will benefit the entire Southern
African region.

I enclose a brief outline of CSAC's achievements during its
short life. It is still less than a year since I took up this
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post as Executive Director, and one basic reason for our present
crisis is simply that we have not had sufficient time to develop
our programs. We feel that it would be very sad if we were not
given this opportunity.

I also enclose a copy of a letter from Mr Ntobeko Maqubela,
National Director of SALDEF, stating their need for CSAC.
Similar statements are forthcoming from our other partners.
Statements of support are also forthcoming from our panel of
eminent sponsors and others. I enclose a list of our sponsors.

One immediate measure that might be taken to help the South
Africans in a very concrete way, is that the money remaining from

the fund the Prime Minister launched for returning exiles, as
announced to Mr Nelson Mandela on his visit to Canada in 1991,

might be channelled to SALDEF's program for the legal needs of

returning exiles. This is a non—partisan program which is based
on the fact that many returning exiles find on their return that
they are worse off than before they left, because their community
has been so devastated by apartheid restrictions, removals,
evictions or resettlement.

SALDEF employs lawyers to empower such communities, to help
them win back their land, and to have restrictions, such as those
confining a certain group to a certain area, remaining as the
legacy of apartheid, removed.

SALDEF'S program for 1993 in this area of activity will cost
$500,000. CSAC recommends that such an amount from the returning

exiles fund be conveyed to SALDEF to facilitate this program, and
CSAC is willing to act as channel. We understand that both CIDA
and the Canadian Ambassador to South Africa regard SALDEF as a

suitable organization for Canada to support. We have consulted
the ANC Chief Representative to Canada, Mr Victor Moche, and he
supports this proposal.

I have written to the Prime Minister along these lines. We
at Canada-South Africa Cooperation believe that to enable SALDEF
to proceed with its program would be of great benefit not only to
these involved in particular cases, but, by precedent, the
effects would reach out to an enormous number of people, who
would be thus empowered not only to establish homes, but to
participate meaningfully in the democratic process. Such a
significant contribution would bring great credit to Canada.
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On behalf of our President, Anne Mitchell, and Board, I
thank you for your sympathetic consideration.

Best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Cw
Al Cook
Executive Director
Canada-South Africa Cooperation (CSAC)

 
 

 



 

CANADA - SOUTH AFRICA
COOPERAT

CANADA - AFRIQUE DU SUD
The Rt Hon Joe Clark P.C., M.P.
The President of the Queen's Privy Council for Canada
and Minister Responsible for Constitutional Affairs
"Yellowhead"
Room 165
East Block
House of Commons
OTTAWA, Ontario
K1A 0A6

 

April 22nd, 1993

Dear Mr Clark,

CANADA-SOUTH AFRICA COOPERATION (CSAC!

I am appealing to you on behalf of Canada-South Africa
Cooperation and the eight thousand Canadians who support it -—
concrete support expressed in donations of over $100,000 during
the past year,

And through Canada-South Africa Cooperation I am appealing
to you also on behalf of the millions of South Africans who have
benefitted from its activities '- concrete benefits in terms of
human rights ~- and who stand to lose a great deal if this
organization is forced to close.

Unfortunately, unless some help -- which is really extremely
minimal -- is extended to this organization to see it through a
current crisis, such forced closure is imminent.

I am therefore appealing to you also because the standing
and interests of Canada are involved, and because you have taken
a strong interest in the anti-apartheid cause, and indeed you
have made a significant contribution to it.

Canada-South Africa Cooperation (CSAC) works directly in
terms of Canadian stated policy on South Africa, that is, to
support those individuals and organizations who are at the centre
of the struggle for human rights in South Africa, and to enable
them to carry the work for a non-racial, non-sexist democracy
based on human rights to a successful conclusion.

Canada-South Africa Cooperation (CSAC) is the successor to
IDAFSA (Canada), the Canadian component of the International
Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa (IDAFSA), which did so
much to Channel Canadian support, as well as the support of many
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other countries and the international community, to the victims
of apartheid before President de Klerk lifted the bannings on the
ANC and other organizations including IDAFSA itself.

When IDAFSA decided in 1991 that it would be appropriate to
hand over its work to South Africans and close down, the Canadian
Board and members felt that as the need for the work was still
there, an organization should he formed in Canada to enable
Canadians to continue to support it. They also saw that the new
South African organizations would be at a tremendous, perhaps
fatal, disadvantage if they were to be left without one of
IDAFSA'S most invaluable and unique assets: the bedrock of
international support. This was especially important because
IDAFSA'S work had not lessened at all, on the contrary it was at
a higher level than ever before, and there was no indication of a
lessening of the need for such work. In fact, as I write to you
now, daily headlines tell us that the struggle for human rights
in South Africa is in a critical stage.

For these very good reasons, Canada-South Africa Cooperation

was founded to provide Canadian support to the new organizations:
the South African Legal Defence Fund (SALDEF), the Association of
Ex—Political Prisoners of South Africa (AEPPSA), and the Human
Rights Commission (HRC) of Johannesburg. To these was later
added the Mayibuye Centre of the University of the Western Cape,
which has as its objective the task of reclaiming the history and
culture lost to the South African people during the bannings and

repression of the apartheid era.

These organizations are very new.

SALDEF only opened its offices in January 1992. And from
the beginning SALDEF was faced with huge tasks and inadequate
resources in its new work of dismantling the legal structure
remaining from apartheid, as well as defending the victims of
repression, and working for a Public Defender System to bring the
possibility of justice to South Africa's courts.

AEPPSA took over from IDAFSA the job of distributing prison—
release grants to large numbers of released political prisoners,
and initiating and developing self—help projects so that the
released prisoners could re-inteqrate themselves back into their
communities in worthwhile activities which would benefit the
communities as well as the prisoners themselves.

IDAFSA and then CSAC helped both SALDEF and AEPPSA to
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negotiate program funding from the United Nations Trust Fund;
CSAC, through a grant from Partnership Africa Canada, paid for
the core of AEPPSA's administration.

I attach our Mission Statement giving basic information
regarding our partners and our work.

In its eagerness to channel the utmost support to its South

African partners, CSAC unfortunately overreached itself in the

arrangements it made with CIDA and Partnership Africa
Canada(PAC). Despite the support from Canadians mentioned above,
CSAC is now in the position where it cannot fulfil its matching
obligations to CIDA and PAC. The shortfall is quite small ‘-
$48,000 -— but it precludes us from buying the necessary time to
implement our fund—raising program.

In today‘s political and economic climate our partners stand
to suffer badly if CSAC has to close. Not only do we raise money
for them, but we provide advocacy, advisory and information
services in Canada, in the USA, with the United Nations and
internationally.

In Canada, we provide the Canadian government and people
with the information from our partners concerning human rights
and development and the situation in South Africa. In
particular, we distribute the information service of the Human
Rights Commission throughout North America, a program for which

we have prospects for negotiating funding.

CIDA has indicated that it cannot help us.

On the fact—finding tour of South Africa that we undertook
last July, we were struck by the enormous respect accorded to
Canada and to us as Canadians, by all those in the democratic
movement. This was due to your own notable public stand and
acknowledged work for human rights in South Africa and against
apartheid, and also to that of the Prime Minister Mr Mulroney ——
as well as to Canadian support of IDAFSA, which is held in
tremendous esteem in South Africa, and for which you did so much.

This was a matter of great pride to us, and it is Clear that
Canada's relations with the new South Africa, which is so close
now, will be helped if an organization like ours is able to keep
on functioning so closely and cooperatively with the democratic
movement. For your information I enclose a copy of my report on
our visit, which gives further information on the work of our
partners.
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We hope that you may be able to support Canada~South Africa
Cooperation in continuing this outstanding tradition, and to
enable us to continue to help our South African partners in their
key work for democracy, which will benefit the entire Southern
African region.

I enclose a brief outline of CSAC'S achievements during its
short life. It is still less than a year since I took up this
post as Executive Director, and one basic reason for our present

crisis is simply that we have not had sufficient time to develop
our programs. We feel that it would be very sad if we were not

given this opportunity.

I also enclose a copy of a letter from Mr Ntobeko Maqubela,

National Director of SALDEF, stating their need for CSAC.
Similar statements are forthcoming from our other partners.
Statements of support are also forthcoming from our panel of
eminent sponsors and others. I enclose a list of our sponsors‘

One immediate measure that might be taken to help the South
Africans in a very concrete way, is that the money remaining from
the fund the Prime Minister launched for returning exiles, as
announced to Mr Nelson Mandela on his visit to Canada in 1991,
might be channelled to SALDEF'S program for the legal needs of
returning exiles. This is a non-partisan program which is based
on the fact that many returning exiles find on their return that
they are worse off than before they left, because their community

has been so devastated by apartheid restrictions, removals,

evictions or resettlement.

SALDEF employs lawyers to empower such communities, to help
them win back their land, and to have restrictions, such as those
confining a certain group to a certain area, remaining as the
legacy of apartheid, removed.

SALDEF‘s program for 1993 in this area of activity will cost

$500,000. CSAC recommends that such an amount from the returning
exiles fund be conveyed to SALDEF to facilitate this program, and
CSAC is willing to act as channel. We understand that both CIDA
and the Canadian Ambassador to South Africa regard SALDEF as a
suitable organization for Canada to support. We have consulted
the ANC Chief Representative to Canada, Mr Victor Moche, and he
supports this proposal.

I have written to the Prime Minister along these lines. We
at Canada-South Africa Cooperation would be very grateful, Mr
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Clark, if you could ensure that this matter is brought to his
personal attention, as he has taken such a strong personal
interest in South Africa.

On behalf of our President, Anne Mitchell, and Board, I
thank you for your sympathetic consideration.

Best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Al Cook
Executive Director
Canada*South Africa Cooperation (CSAC)

 



 

CANADA-SOUTH AFORICA
COOP RAT

CANADA--AFR|QUE DUSUD
The Rt Hon Brian Mulroney P.C., M.P.,
Prime Minister of Canada
Langevin Building
80 Wellington Street
OTTAWA, Ontario
K1A 0A2

 

April 22nd, 1993

Dear Prime Minister Mulroney,

CANADA-SOUTH AFRICA COOPERATION (CSACL
 

I am appealing to you on behalf of Canada—South Africa
Cooperation and the eight thousand Canadians who support it -~
concrete support expressed in donations of over $100,000 during
the past year.

 
And through Canada-South Africa Cooperation I am appealing

to you also on behalf of the millions of South Africans who have
benefitted from its activities -- concrete benefits in terms of
human rights -- and who stand to lose a great deal if this
organization is forced to close.

Unfortunately, unless some help ~— which is really extremely
minimai ~— is extended to this organization to see it through a
current crisis, such forced Closure is imminent.

I am therefore appealing to you also because the standing
and interests of Canada are involved, and because you have taken
a strong interest in the anti-apartheid cause, and indeed you
have made a significant contribution to it.

Canada—South Africa Cooperation (CSAC) works directly in
terms of Canadian stated policy on South Africa, that is, to
support those individuals and organizations who are at the centre
of the struggle for human rights in South Africa, and to enable
them to carry the work for a non-racial, non—sexist democracy
based on human rights to a successful conclusion.

Canada-South Africa Cooperation (CSAC) is the successor to
IDAFSA (Canada). the Canadian component of the International
Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa (IDAFSA), which did so
much to channel Canadian support, as well as the support of many
other countries and the international community, to the victims
of apartheid before Pres ident de Klerk lifted the bannings on the
ANC and other organizations including IDAFSA itself

When IDAFSA decided in 1991 that it would be appropriate to
cont'd 2
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hand over its work to South Africans and close down, the Canadian
Board and members felt that as the need for the work was still
there, an organization should be formed in Canada to enable
Canadians to continue to support it. They also saw that the new
South African organizations would be at a tremendous, perhaps
fatal, disadvantage if they were to be left without one of
IDAFSA'S most invaluable and unique assets: the bedrock of
international support. This was especially important because
IDAFSA's work had not lessened at all, on the contrary it was at
a higher level than ever before, and there was no indication of a
lessening of the need for such work. In fact, as I write to you
now, daily headlines tell us that the struggle for human rights
in South Africa is in a critical stage.

For these very good reasons, Canada-South Africa Cooperation
was founded to provide Canadian support to the new organizations:
the South African Legal Defence Fund (SALDEF), the Association of
EX’Political Prisoners of South Africa (AEPPSA), and the Human
Rights Commission (HRC) of Johannesburg. To these was later
added the Mayibuye Centre of the University of the Western Cape,
which has as its objective the task of reclaiming the history and
culture lost to the South African people during the bannings and
repression of the apartheid era.

These organizations are very new.

SALDEF only opened its offices in January 1992. And from
the beginning SALDEF was faced with huge tasks and inadequate
resources in its new work of dismantling the legal structure
remaining from apartheid, as well as defending the victims of
repression, and working for a Public Defender System to bring the
possibility of justice to South Africa's courts.

AEPPSA took over from IDAFSA the job of distributing prison—
release grants to large numbers of released political prisoners,
and initiating and developing self—help projects so that the
released prisoners could re—integrate themselves back into their
communities in worthwhile activities which would benefit the
communities as well as the prisoners themselves.

IDAFSA and then CSAC helped both SALDEF and AEPPSA to
negotiate program funding from the United Nations Trust Fund;
CSAC, through a grant from Partnership Africa Canada, paid for
the core of AEPPSA’S administration.

I attach our Mission Statement giving basic information
regarding our partners and our work.
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In its eagerness to channel the utmost support to its South
African partners, CSAC unfortunately overreached itself in the
arrangements it made with CIDA and Partnership Africa
Canada(PAC). Despite the support from Canadians mentioned above,
CSAC is now in the position where it cannot fulfil its matching
obligations to CIDA and PAC. The shortfall is quite small -—
$48,000 -— but it precludes us from buying the necessary time to
implement our fund-raising program.

In today‘s political and economic climate our partners stand
to suffer badly if CSAC has to close. Not only do we raise money
for them, but we provide advocacy, advisory and information

services in Canada, in the USA, with the United Nations and
internationally.

In Canada, we provide the Canadian government and people
with the information from our partners concerning human rights

and development and the situation in South Africa. In
particular, we distribute the information service of the Human
Rights Commission throughout North America, a program for which
we have prospects for negotiating funding.

CIDA has indicated that it cannot help us.

On the fact-finding tour of South Africa that we undertook
last July, we were struck by the enormous respect accorded to

Canada and to us as Canadians, by all those in the democratic
movement. This was due to your own public stand and to that of

Mr Joe Clark, and to Canadian support of IDAFSA, which is held in
tremendous esteem in South Africa. This was a matter of great
pride to us, and it is clear that Canada's relations with the new
South Africa, which is so close now, will be helped if an
organization like ours is able to keep on functioning so closely

and cooperatively with the democratic movement. For your

information I enclose a copy of my report on our visit, which
gives further information on the work of our partners.

We hope that you may be able to support Canada-South Africa
Cooperation in continuing this outstanding tradition, and to
enable us to continue to help our South African partners in their
key work for democracy, which will benefit the entire Southern
African region.

I enclose a brief outline of CSAC's achievements during its
short life. It is still less than a year since I took up this
post as Executive Director, and one basic reason for our present
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crisis is simply that we have not had sufficient time to develop
our programs. We feel that it would be very sad if we were not
given this opportunity.

I also enclose a copy of a letter from Mr Ntobeko Maqubela,
National Director of SALDEF, stating their need for CSAC.
Similar statements are forthcoming from our other partners.
Statements of support are also forthcoming from our panel of
eminent sponsors and others. I enclose a list of our sponsors.

One immediate measure that might be taken to help the South
Africans in a very concrete way, is that the money remaining from
the fund you launched for returning exiles, as announced to Mr
Nelson Mandela on his visit to Canada in 1991, might be
channelled to SALDEF‘S program for the legal needs of returning
exiles. This is a non—partisan program which is based on the
fact that many returning exiles find on their return that they
are worse off than before they left, because their community has
been so devastated by apartheid restrictions, removals, evictions
or resettlement.

SALDEF employs lawyers to empower such communities, to help
them win back their land, and to have restrictions, such as those
confining a certain group to a certain area, remaining as the
legacy of apartheid, removed.

SALDEF's program for 1993 in this area of activity will cost
$500,000. CSAC recommends that such an amount from the returning
exiles fund be conveyed to SALDEF to facilitate this program, and
CSAC is willing to act as channel. We understand that both CIDA
and the Canadian Ambassador to South Africa regard SALDEF as a
suitable organization for Canada to support. We have consulted
the ANC Chief Representative to Canada, Mr Victor Moche, and he
supports this proposal.

On behalf of our President, Anne Mitchell, and Board, I
thank you for your sympathetic consideratiOLt

Best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

fl/LK/fi
Al Cook
Executive Director
Canada—South Africa Cooperation (CSAC)

 
 


