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WORDS or APPRECIATION ON BEHALF or BLACKS or SOUTH

AFRICA ’BY: - The Hon. Prince M. Gatsha Buthelezi -

Your Majesty, Her Majesty the Queen, The Hon. the Prime Minister

of LESOTHO, Your Excellenciesg Mama Luthuli, distinguished _

guests.

I consider it a sihgulor honour for me to be here on this

historic occasion. I thank Mhma LthuIi and hér family,

Bishop Zulu as the President of the Luthuli Memorial Foundation

in South Africa, and the kwaZqu Executive CounciI, who have

all insisted on my presence here today. I am here however,‘

mainly as an equerry to Mama LuthuIi, at her own request. I

consider it a privilege I shall never forget as long as I Iiveov

I had the privilege of knowing the Iate Chief Luthuli, who

later becqme a mentor to me and miIIions of blacks in South

Africa from Ty qhitdhood. I was for this reason amongst others,;

given the privilege of delivefing an oration qt his buriaI 6n \‘J

behalf of the African people. 
When .... 2/



 

 

 

When‘his tombstone was unveiled, I was greatly honoured by n

his familywhen they askc-d me to give one of the main adoresses

on that occasion., I consideh this auspicious occasion thee in

égimnx of these series of involvemeqts with ewents connectea

with that great Son of Africa, we all knewdqnd reverred,

ALBERT MVUMBI LUTHULI.

It is a marvellous privilege t9 be here with ghief Luthuti'sk~~

life Companion, who is experiencing on behalf of her beloved

husband, the recognition which .éfrica is according her (Africa's)

illustrious Son, with whom she (Mama Luthuli), shared so many

sufferihgs ahd sacrifices. we tiankthe Almighty for having‘W"

spared her life and thereby made it possible for her to receive

the honour on behalf of her life Companion, to whom she was

such a tower of strength and inspiration.

I wish to express ouh deep appheciatieh: t6 the Organisdtidniot'

African Unity, for this deserved reward to one of Africa's

greatest Sons. On :ehutf of ti?e Luthuti family, may I express

our deepest thnnks. I I have also come to expreSs tcanks oh‘

behalf of His Majesty the Zulu King and the Zulu people, and oh

behalf of black people of South Afri:; whose leader Chief '

Luthuti was.

Chief Lfithu i wés a man who Q4: described in his lifetime in

the following terms: "Assurance and humility stand the

Chief and his country in good stead, as do other qualities?"

‘Resitience, Youthfutnesspof spirit, undauntéd cdufiaéé,:fiisd6fi,<

toterance, charity,a zest for tivinr, oatie-nce . —-—-- fl"

Chief Luthuli' s influence, despite his banishment is still

strong. He still represents the African wish to bhing aboUt

a newly-ordered South Africa peacefully, without bloodshed or

unnecessary .... 3/

 

 



 

  

unnecessary distooation".1 As human beings we would be happy

if one had as much as one quarter of these great virtues. In

his own words he believed that:

"There remains before us the building of a new land, a home tor

men who are black, white, brown, from the ruins of the old

narrow groups, a synthesis of the rich cultural strains which

we have inherited. There remains to be achieved our integration

with the PIzt of our Continent".

His guiding light was to achieve his ideals through non-viotent

methods. There are many who now consider this approach to be

naive. But there are also those amongst us, who still believe

that his. approach was the rijht one, We say so, without

implying that others have no right to use other methods in

accordance with their own cenvictions. We believe that it is

now very important to stress that the whole system of racial,

discrimination in our Country is struetured on violence. :Whitst‘

we ourselves are not committed to the use of methods of violence

we consider it our duty to emphasise that the violence_of guerilq

tas has to be viewed realisticatly against the background of

institutional violence of the_Apartheid system in our land.

There may be Some incongruity about me praising the Chief when

I an operating within the system which he so much abhorred.

Let me assqre Your thesty, Your Exaetlenctee and at! distiingu—

ished guests that I abhor the system no less than the Chief

did. Let me assure you that tiere are many agonies I brought

to hi hon this very point before he o'ied. I believe one must
never hetess not

tose the oeportunity to make it clear that we have not

opted, because the Regime in South Africa never gives blacks

any choioes. That is why the Chief suffered so much .‘ 1*

persecution .... 4/

 
 



 

persecut1on and_ that is why even today we have Imany peopteII

withering angyIqubahishmentIo This placesI us inan invidiousI_

position° This is no less an invidioustositign than that

which many independent Countries find themselves in Southern

Afriqqq

There are thousands of Citizens of independent black States

wthqreIih the Repubiic out of choice at ail, Their Qogntries

cahhot keep sontrot bf what happens to their citizens iQ

Apartheid South Africa. These Citizens of independent States

are recruiteId legally to work inISouth Africa in order to earn

a tivin;. NoI one Ican leq1t1ma1c£y accuse the governments of

the 1ndependentStates,Iwhere theseIcitizens come from,I

of abandoning their cIitizens to thewiles of the Aparthéid

Regime in my gpuqtrye‘ IThe_govgrqmehts of these African Citizens .

employed in South A rica cannqt proteqt their Citizens against
, f

the vioiehceaof the hpartheid System, once they are in South

Afrieq.I This facthgs highlighted by the unfortunate Carleton-

vilie tragedy on theI11th at September 1973.

I.I U .V

I furtheIr believe that a dupIt.ication uz- qVietham situation in.

this part_ of the World must be avoided at all costs. I_ beLiIeve

that this should be done without sacrificing our human dignity

in anyway. The strugIgte which beIgan in.1912 with the founding

of the African INatiIonaIt Congress .IIhasI tIQI IgI( oIn.II Chiefthhuizsm
'-. aI [‘r- 4 'IvI-I)

labours Iqhd Ifihqse ofI other Afr1can patr1oI;who worked Ifor 1» 1,‘
w.:';:::3 :‘ , . I w» -; _A,.h

, , ‘

freedom beroIre, duriInH and after his time, must continue._ It
‘Rx ’

is clear to us today thatI the IApariheio nonolith cannot beI
. ,1’ ‘. "

destroyed merely through mititIary IpressIurees..h INor can it be
'1‘!

mantained by those who wiIetd Ipower over Ius oInly by force of

military might. ITo me this.means_th¢t in the various strate—I

gies that fire being used toIbrithabo t theIdesired change,-we

should ..... 5/
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should include both diplomatic and economic pressures, even

from within South Africa. I am of the opinion that the compla-

xity of the problems in South Africa calls for that kind of'

composite strategy. This composite strategy involves a number

of non—violent methods in the struggle that goes on for human'

rights in South Africa. One might say that it is a situation

where there is something to do for everyone of us in accordance

with his situation, ideals and convictions, There is nothing

more assinine, in my view, than for those involved in the struggle

in South Africa to start shooting at each other. This to me is

not only a sign of lack of foresight on those who are doing

this kind of thing, but it can onLy benefit those who are

determined to mantain the status quo. That kind of game can

only be a result of quite a lack of understanding of the power-

ful forces arrayed against alL those who desire a change.

Against this background, we must view the positive responses

mnde-by His Excellency the President of Zambia, Dr. Kaunda, and

His Excellency the President of Botswana, Sir Seretse Khama to

Prime Minister Vorster's speeches in the Senate and in Nigel:

These diplomatic exchanges should never be pOoh—poohed by those

o£.us who believe in more radical methods in bringing about

such a desired chance. The resnonses by the two Presidents are

important in relation to the entire totality of the situation,

even despite the debate that has ensued as to who is honest,

and who is-dishonest in this whole game about a possible

detente.

As an African peasant, let me be-atlowed to speak in metaphori—

cally just for a little white. -7In the context of the Southern

African situation, the Republic of South Africa's conduct is often

viewed by the international Community, as making South Africa,"'

some kind of ’prodigal Son of Africa’tw' If we were to apply the

Prodigal .....6/
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Prodigal Son parable to South Africa, can we say.that if the

Biblical prodigal Son, had been rebuffed with reJect1on when

he repehted, merely because of past greed, grime and wickedness,
J'

he would ever have been saved? . . If South Africa speaks. even
4

ambiguously inthe opinions of many, about mending herways,

she should be encouraged rather than discouraged. Even a

haughty child who wishes to turn_ over a new leaf can only benefit

if he is given the impression that he i; believed rather than

not believed. This should be done even if there are doubts

that he means what he is saying. Putting the child on such a

high pedestal on the basis of what he promises sets up high

standards, which purely from the pointof view of_his own ego,

he will feel obliged to try to meet.

If on the other hahd South AIfrica doesI Inot rise up to the hopes

she hae raised throughout the World throughthe recent Speeches

by the Prime Minister, Mr. Vorster anoIhr.IPik Botha at the

U..N.,Ithen if any tragedy overtakes us as a result of suoh failure

South Africa will bear the respon51b1lity of whateveroomes to ,w

her as a Iresult. What bothers one is that if such a conflagra-

tion were to occur this would mean a tragedy not .only for us ih

SouthAfrica, but for all the people of Southern Africa.

If any detente in Southern Africa were to ocour,Iit would mean T

a releaseof thousands of men at present involved in tryina to

provide a military solution, for economic productivity which

would ultimately advance the cause of economic justice for the
‘- \

blackman in Southern Africa, which we are all seeking.

"."’

I would like to einphasize on this occasion that any contact or
:y

dealings with Pretoria should never be seen as amouhting toany

sett-Out coo. 7/

 



 

 

sell-out or betrayal of the blackman’s cause. It is good to

remember that during the days of the banned African National

Congress, attempts were made though unsuccessfully, to inter-
9

view the South African Prime Minister. We, who are in South

Africa realise the importance of speaking with Pretoria, for

our people to keep their heads at all above water. After

all these are people who are wielding power in our Country and

who.represent a viewpoint which uses our race as a pretext for

denying us our God~given dignity. These after all are the

people who operate the System which gives Whites a monopoly of

wealth in South Africa and of decision—making. It is over—

Simptistic to intepret this as amounting to us contaminating

ourselves with a racist regime as some people are inclined to

think. Again I realise only too well that many of our brothers

in some independent Countries of Southern Africa would prefer

not to have anything to do with Pretoria, as a result of the

Apartheid system. But if they were to do so, it would'almost

amount to abandoning their people to the wiles of the men who

operate the system they abhor;

By saying these things, / would like to emphasize that we have

not abandoned the ideals our people placed before themselves in

Bloemfontein in 1912, when the African National Congress was

founded. We have not abandonedthe spirit of resistance to race

humiliation. We can never accept willingly, all the humiliations

Apartheid has for men of colour. By speaking to Pretoria as we'

must, we do not necessarily accept the denial of human rights ,

and human dignity-to blacks which is the order of the day,

in many respects, in our Country. The ideals for which Chief

Albert MVumbi Luthuli suffered so much for, remain the greatest‘

challenge to all of us in South Africa. His sacrifices

cannot be altowed to be sacrifices made in vain.

It is 8/

 



 

It is important to bear in mind that the style of the struggte

is”often dictated by the times in which we are living.

Politic5'has of necessity to be related to reality. It is a

game that can only be played within the realm of what is

possible. We are left with no more choices than any other po--

liticians in any other political situation. The circumstances

of every political situation differ from that of any'other, and‘r

they dictate the style a struggling people must adopt. ”<The5

struggling people have of necessity to conduct their struggle?

in the light of their particular experience ih'that particular

situation.

It is also important to emphasize that this is not a question.of

saving-our skins. It is just common sense and reality. There

are many amongst us who could not care less, about saving their ~

own skins, but they feel the heaviness of responsibility in-

saving or jeopardising the skins of millions of people, who

look up to them for leadership. We realise that in a struggle

the saving of skins may ultimately not be a matter of funda—

mental importance at all. We cannot guarantee, so long as

White South Africa refuses to share real decisionumaking, with

us, that we will succeed to save even the skins of our people.

We realise only too well the profundity of the realisation, that

‘ individuals as well as Nations, have some times to perish first,

in order that others may have life abundatly. As long as

skin-cotours are used, as determinants to decide one's status

in society, we realise that chances o;1violent confrontation on

the one hand and=a non-violent settlement on the other, remain

on-a 50—50 basis. No blackman can accept that whiteuskins

should be determinants for privilege, economic power and poli-

tioal power. Having stated this in categoric terms, let me

say that in spite of that situation, it should not seem

incongru015 ..... 9/



 

 

 

incongruous that there are some amongst us who still firmly

believe in Chief Luthuti’s non—violence. , We see this as the

only way in which we can contribute towards the avoidance of

some catastrophe. We wouldlike to feel, if.we should ever be oveE‘

taken by catastrophe that we exhausted all ways of warding off I

such a holocausto

The times we are living in make the situation extremly tenuous.

There are many lines of action, which are perfectly legitimate

but which are dangerouso I refer here to actions that can only

have the effect of compelling_all Whitee to seek shelter in a

White laager. A backlash which can only retard the struggle

on complicate it, must be avoided despite all the provocation

that White racism in South Africa provokes. We must continue

to chaltenge_white privilege, in the various ways, provided we,»

bear the warning, I have just given, in mind.

Some of us realise that to some of our brothers in independent

Africa, our methods might appear even naive. It is good to;

remember that the struggle differs from one Country toftbefothef;_e

and in no two Countries can it be identical. The South

African situation is peculiah in many.ways and it has no

exact parallel in Africa. Colour prejudice, we realise, exists

in many Countries in thefWorld, but most Regimes even in racist

societies have never attempted to institutionalise‘racism.in.

the manner it has been done in South Africa. Those who are

imposing this appalling way of life on us are no longer-foreigners

anymore than one can say White and Black Americans are

foreigners in the United States. ,What we seek to achieve is

the total abandonment of the spectre of racism, which it pays

most Whites, to embrace. A new formula £5 needed urgently

if we are to survive. A new Society has tc emerge in South

Africa .... 10/
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Africa,and'that means that kind of society which Chief_

Luthuli suffered so much,to promote.

We applaud on an occasion such as this one, the role the OAU

has played in keeping the South African situation before the

eyes of the international Community. We wish to say publicly

that we do identify ourselves with the rest of Africa through

the OAU. The fact that we cannot be members at present of the

OAU is something we can do nothing about at present. When the

black leaders within South Africa met the Prime Minister of

South Africa, the Hon. B.J. Vorster in March this year, we told

him that we blacks in South Africa accept the Lusaka Manifesto

as a soond basis for a meaningful detente in attempting to solve

the problems of Southern Africa, and of South Afrioa in particular.

This Lusaka Manitesto is proof to all who think that blacks

are blood—thirsty thugs, that Africa wants a peaceful solution

even for South Africa.

This is a good occasion, to stress that we believe in this and
to state that, . - a ’ “
Athat blue-print is in keeping‘with the ideals of the great Son

of Africa about whom we are gathered here today, Albert_Mvumbi

Luthuli. Blacks are determined in South Africa not to rest
until we have established in South Africa, a just society, in

which all men shall have equal opportunities regardless of race,

colour or creed. We feel ashamed that as a Country from which

the lateGeneral Smuts went out to lay the foundation of the

United Nations Human Rights 'Chanter that there is still no

determined effort on the part of those who wield power in South

Africa, to ens:::tthere is equality and justice for all in

South Africa regardless of race, colour or creed in terms of the

United Nations Chanter. We can only express a hope that the 7

speech by Mr. Pik Botha, the South /.frican Representative at

the U.N. 11/
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the U.N. marks, a turning point in South Africa’s attitudes

in these matters, as such a change is urgent if disaster is to

be avoided. INKOSI ISIKELELI'AFRIKA.
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