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WORDS OF APPRECIATION CN BEHALF O©OF BLACKS OF SOUTH
AFRICA BY: = The Hon. Prince M, Gatsha Buthelezi «

Your Majesty, Her FMajesty the duecn, The Hon. the Prime Minister
of LESOTHO, Your Excellencies, Mama Luthuli, distinguished

guestis,

| consider lt a 31hautar honour for me to be here on this

historic occa51onu | thank Mama _uthult and her famtty,

Bishop Zulu as the President of the Luthutt Memortal Foundatton

in South Africa, and the kwalulu -xecuttve Counc:t, who havhl

all insisted on my presence here todayo | am here however,dl
mainly as an equerry to Mama Luthut:, at her own request.h I.
constider tt a prtv1£ege | shall nevear forget as long as I tiveo'

| had the prtvttege of knowing the tate Chtef Luthutt, who

later became a mentor to me and mxtltons of blacks in South |
Afrtca f rom my'chtldhood. I was for thts reason amongst others,;
given ¢hHe prtvzlege of dettvertng an oratton at his burlat on |

behalf of the African peoplec.
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Whem his tombstone was unveiled, | was greatty honoured by

his family when they askcd me te gtve one of the main adareéses
on that occa810ﬂ-< l conslde¢_g&js QUSQICEOU§ occas:on the{ i
égimax“of these series of involvemepnis with events connéctea
with that great Son of Africc, we all knew and reverred, e

ALBERT MVUMBI LUTHULI,

It is a marvellous privilege to bz here with_Chiéf Luthuli'shﬁ.
life Companion, who is experiencing on deholf of her beloved .
husband, the recognition which Africa is according her (Africa’s)
ittustrtous Son, with whom she (Mame Luthuli), shared so many
sufferlnqs and sacrtfzces. . We tiank the Almighty for having -
spared her life and t/iereby macde 1t possible for her to recetve
the honour on 5zhalf of her life Companion, to whom she was

such a tower of strength and inspirctions

| wish to-Qpress-auE deep app;éciaf%éh: to the Organisdéibnio?'
African Unity, 7or tiris deserved poward to one of Africao’s
greatcst Sons., Un }e%utf of the Lutnutt famtty, may | exPress
our deepest thﬁnks. | have atso come to express tianks” tn
behalf of His lajes éy the Zulu King and the Zulu peopte, and’ on
behalf of btack ne 0p£e of South Hfrtsg whose leader Chief '

T ]

Luthull was.

Chief Lﬁthutirﬁésa man who was describaed in his lifetime in
the fottowing.i@rms: "Asguréhce anc humility stand the

Chief and his country in'goqd stead, aos do >ther qualities?
‘Resi(ience, Youthfblneséﬁof épirif, undaunted courage; wisdom, -
toterunce, chartty,a zest for Living, pattence:. e
Chief Luthult's 1nftuence, desptte hts banr*hment is still’
strong. He still represents the African wish to bﬁtng about

a newly-ordered South Africae peacefully, without bloodshed or

unnecessary secee 3/




unnecessary dislocation’, As hunan beings we would be happy

7 .
if one had as much as one quarter of these great virtues. n

his own words he believed that:

"There remains before us the building of a new land, a home for
men who are black, white, brown, from the ruins of the old
narrow groups, a synthesis of the rich cultural strains which

we have itnherited. There remains to be achieved our integration

with the regt of our Continent',

His guiding light was to achieve his tdeals through non=violent
methods. There are many who now consider this approach to oe
native, But there are also those cmoncst us, who still belteve
that his approcch was the rgﬁhtongQ We say so, without
implying that others have nqrfghtto_use other methods in
accordance with their own cbnvictfon We believe that it ts
now very important to streas that the whote system of rac1al_
discrimination tn our Country ts_suructqred on violances Whttst_
we oursclves are not comnttted to thﬁluse of nethods of violence
we consider it our duty to emphaﬁig&_tﬁat the viot&nce_of gueril=
las has to be v:ewed reattsttcutly against the background of

1nst1tuttonat v1¢tence of the Apartheid sysiem 1in our land.

There mqy be soms 1nccngru1ty about me praising the Chiief when

I am operating1within the system'which he s much'abhorred.

Let me assure Your Majesoty, Vour-Exceeleﬂctes and all distliingu~

ished guests that | abhor the system no less than the Chief

did. Let me assure you that t'ere are many agonies | brought
to him on thi e he ed. | ' R
o g g P00 RGN Rl point befoirc he dizd | belicve one must

ﬁoqe the onportunity to make tt clear that we have not
opted, because the Regime in South Afriga riever givas blucks

any choices. Thot ts why the Chief suffered so much . =

persecution eseee 4/




persecutzon and. that 15 why even today we have many peopte
wztheflﬁg awqxqtnaaantshmenta Th;s placés us tn-an 1nv:dtous._
posittion, | Tﬁis.is n§ [ess an tnvzdtoustosyttgg than_tbat
which many independent Countries find themselves in Southern

Africa,

There are thousands of Ctttzcns of tndependent btack States

who are 1n the Repubtzc out of ch01ce at all. Their Countrzes

cannot keep controt of what happens to their citizens tn
Aparthetd South Africa. These Citizens of zndependent States
are recru:ted tegatly to work tn South Afrtca in order to earn
a £1v1n§. No one can teq1t1maac£y dccuse the oovernments of
the 1ndependent States, where tho*e c1ttzens come from,b

of abandontng thQIP czttz@ns to the thes of the Anarfhuld

Regime 1n my Countrya The gove rnments cf these Afrtcan Citizens.

emptoyed in South 4 rica cannot protect thetr Citizens against

P
the v1o£ence of th@ Aparthc:d System, once they are in South

Afrlca.  Thzs fact was highlighted by the unfortunate Carleton-
v1££e traaedy on the 17th of September 1973

R

/ further bettevo that a duplication of g Yietnam situation in.

this part of the Wortd must he avoided at all costs. | beltieve .

that thzs shoutd be done without sacrificing our human dignity
in anyway. The struggto which bugan tn.1912 with the founding .
of tbe HfPlCﬂﬂ Naitorat Congress has tq gc cn.ﬁz Chlef thhutt S..

"o l- r""-'" "I

laboUrs and thGa@ of oth@r Afrtcan patrto q_who warked fcr__
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freedom befare, durtnn and aff  r hts t:mc,‘?ust cont:nue.rtlt

is clear to us today that the Hpartheze nonotzth cannof be 5

o

destroyed mercty through n:[ztary pressur S . Nor can 1t be
manta'ned by those who wtetd power over us onty by force of
mztttary mtght To.me thhs means. thct 1n the vartous strate-:.

gies that are bezng usei to br:ng abeut the destred change, we

should eeeees 5/
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should include both diplomatic and economic pressures, even

from within South Africa. I om of the opinion that the comple-
xity of the problems in South Africa calls for that kind of
composite stratecgy. This composite strategy involves a number
of non-violent methods in the strusgle that goes on for human

rights in South Africa. One might say that it is a situation

where there is something to do for everyone of us in accordance

with his situatian, ideals and convictions, There is nothing

more assinine, in my view, than for those involved in the struggle

in South Africa to start shooting at each other. This to me is

not only a sign of lack of foresight on those who are doing
this kind of thing, but it can only benefit those who are

determined to mantain the status quo. That kind of game can

only be a result of quite a lack of understanding of the power-

ful forces arrayed against all those who desire a chandé,

Against this background, we must view the positive responses
m de by His Excellency the President of Zambia, Dr. Kaunda, and
His Excellency the President of Botswana, Sir Seretse Khama to

Prime Minister Vorster's speeches in the Senate and in Nigele

These diplomatic exchanges should nzver be pooh-poohed by those

of. us who beliecve in more radical methods in bringing about

such a desired chan:e, The responses by the two Presidents are

important in relution to the entire totality of the situation,

even despite the debate that has ensued as to who is honest,

and who is dishonest tn this whole game about a possible

detente.

As an African peasant, let me be allowed to speak in metaphorie

cally just for a little while. - In the context of the Southern

African situation, the Republic of South Africa's conduct is often

viewed by the international Community, as making South Africa, '

scme kind of 'prodigal Son of Africals.  If we were to apply the

Frﬂdigal .-...5/
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Prodtgat Son paracble to South Africc, can we say. that if the
Btbltcat prodtcal Son, had been rebuffed with rejectton when

he repented merety because of past greed, grtme and wtckedness,

J

he woutd ever haye been saved? ., If South Africa speaks. even

l-"'

amblguousty 1n_{he optnions of many, about mending her ways,

she should be éncouraqed rather than dtscouraaed. Even a
naughty chztd who wtshes to turn, over a new teaf can onty benefit
zf he is given the impression that he 1; belleved rather than

not believed, Thts shoutd be done even if there are doubts

that he-means wha t he zs sayzna. Pufttha the ch:td on such a

high pedestat on thne bas:s of what he prom:ses spts up htgh

standards, which purety from the po:nt of view of hts own ego,

he will feel obttged to try to meet,

/|f on the other hand South Africa daos not rtse up to the hopes

she has ratsed throuahout the World through”the recent Spceches

Al

by the Przme Mtntstcr, Mpr o Varster ﬁno Mr.‘Ptk Botha at the

u. N.,_then 1f any tragedy overtakes us as a result of such fatlure

"h.-

South Africa w1££ bear the rhspon31b1ttty of whatevnr comes B i
her as a resuti. What bothers one tis that 1f such a conftagra-
tton were to occur this would mean a tragcdy not only for us tn

South Afrtca, but for all the pcople of Southern Africa.

If any detente in Southern Africa were to occur,‘;t would mean
a release of thousands of men at present involved in trytna to.
provide a military solution, for cconomic productivity whzch
woutd ultimately advance the causc of cconomtc Justtce for the

e 110

blackman tn Southcrn Afrtca, which wec are all seektng.

'l, 'i

/ woutd ttke to OﬂphﬂSIZG on this occq31on that any contact or

¥

deattngs wtth Pretoria shoutd never bo seen as amountzng ta any

Sett-OUt e 8 00 7/




sell—out or betrayal of the blackman’s cause. It is good to
remember that during the days of the banned African National

Congress, attempts were made though , unsuccessfully, to inter—

?
view the South African Prime Minisicr, We, who are in South
Africa realise the importance of speaking with Pretoria, for

our people to keep their heads at all above water, After

all these are people who are wielding power in our Country and
who represent a viewpoint which uses our race as a pretext for
denying us our God-given dignity. These after all are the
people who operate the system which gives Whites a monopoly of
wealth in South Africa and of decision-making., It is over=-
simplistic to intepret this as amounting to us contaminating
ourseclves with a racist regime as some people are inclined to
think. Again | realise only too well that many of our brothers
in some independent Countrics of Southern Africa would prefer
not ‘to have anything to do with Pretoria, as a result of the
Apartheid system, But if they were to do so, it would almost
amount to abandoning their pcoplec to the wiles of the men who

operate the system they abhor.

By saying these things, | would like to emphastze that we have
not abandoned the ideals our pcople placed before themselves in
Bloemfontein in 1912, when the African National Congress was
founded. We have not abandonedthe spirit of resistance to race
humiliation., We can never accept willingly, all the humiliations
Apartheid has for men of colour,. By speaking to Pretoria as'wé 
must, we do not necessarily accept the dental of human righfg-'ﬁ'
and human dignity to blacks which is the order of the day, ‘
in many respects, in our Country. The idéals for which Chief
Albert Mvumbi Luthuli suffered so much for, remain the gre&test'
challenge to all of us in South Africa. His sacrifices

cannot be allowed to be sacrifices made i1n vain.

’t iS e o e @ 8/




It 1s important to bear in mind that the style of the struggle
is"often dictoted by the times in which we are living.
Politics has of necessity to bhe related to reality. It is a
game that can only be played within the realm of what is
possible. We arc left with no more choices than any other po=:
liticians in any other political situation. The circumstances
of every political situation differ Ffrom that of any other, and’
they dictate the style a struggling pcople must adopt. -~The ..
struggling people have of necessity to conduct their struggle:

tn the light of their particular cxperience ih that particular

sttuation.

It 1s also important to emphasize that this is not a question.of
saving our skins. It is just common sense and reality, There
are many amongst us who could not carc less, about saving their -
own skins, but they feel the heaviness of responsibility in
saving or jeopardising the skins of millions of people, who

look wup to them for leadership. We realise that in a struggle
the saving of skins may ultimaetely not be a matter of funda-
mental itmportance at all. We cannot guarantee, so long as
White South Africa refuses to sharce real deciston--making, with
us, that we will succeed to save even the skins of our peopte.'
We realise only too well the profundity of the realisation, that
itndividuals as well as Nations, have some times to perish first,
in order that others may have life abundatly. As long as
skin-colours are used, as detecrminants to decide onels status

in soctiety, we realise that chanccs o;:viotent confrontation on .
the one hand and ‘a mon-violent scttlement on the other, remain
on a 50-50 basis. No blackman can accept that white skins
should be determinants for privilege, economic power and poli-

tical power. Having stated this in categoric terms, let me

say that in spite of that situation, it shou'd not seem

iNCoONQGruo s ecceecee 8/




incongruous that there are some amongst us . who still firmly

believe in Chief Luthuli's non-violence. We see this as the

only way in which we can contribute towards the avoidance of

some catastrophe. We would like to feel, if we should ever He over=
taken by catastrophe th&t we exhausted all ways of warding off |

such a holocaust.

The times we are living in make the sttuation extremly tenuous.
There are many lines of action, which are perfectly legitimate
but which are ‘dangemusq | refer here to actions that can only
have the effect of compelling all Whites to seek shelter in a
White taagef. A backldsh wiitch can only retard the struggle

or complicate it, must be avoided despite all the provocation
that‘whife ractsm in.Sduth Africa provokes. We must continue

to cﬁal(enge_white privilege, in the various ways, provided we.: -

bear the warning, | have just given, in mind,

Some of us realisc that to somc of our brothers in independent
Africa, our methods might appear even naive, It is good. to.
remember that the strugale differs from one Country to the other,
and in no two Countries can it be identical. The South

Afrlcan Sttuqtlon is peculiar in many ways and it has.no

exact pdrattélin_Africa. Colour prejudice, we realise, exists
in many Countriesﬁin thetWorld but most Regimes even in racist
soctettes have never attempted to institutionalise racism. in

the manner i1t has been done 1in South Africae Those who are

foreigners 1in the United States. What we seek to achieve 1S

the total abandonment of the spectre of ractsm, which tt pays
most Whltes, to embrace. A new formula ts needed urgently

if we are to survive, A new Society has tc emerge in South

AFPricd ee.e. 10/
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Africafahd'fhatJmeans that kind of society which Chtef

Luthuli suffered so much, to promcte,

We apptaud on an occasion such as this one, the role the OAU

has played in keeping the South African situation before the
eyes of the international Community, We wish to say publicly
that we do identify oursclves with the rest of Africa through
the OAU, The fact that we cannot be members at present of the
OAU is something we can do nothing about at present, When the
black leaders within South Africa met the Prtme Minister of
South Afrtca, the Hon. B.J. Vorster 1N March this year, we told
him that we blacks tn South A¥rica accept the Lusaka Manifesto
as a sound basis for a meanlnafut detente in attempting to solve
the problems of Southern nfrtcu, and of South Afrtca thn partlcutara
This Lusaka Fanifesto is proof to all who think that blacks

are blood=thirsty thugs, that Africe wants a peaceful solution

even for South Africa,

This is a good occaszon, to stres§ that we believe in this and

to state- that | ¥

’~that btue-prtnt is“in keeptng w:th the zdeals of the great Son
of Africa about whom we are gathered here today, Albert Mvumbz
Luthuliti, Btacks are dﬁtermtned 1n South Africa not to rest
until we have estabttshed 1n South /fr:ca; a just society, in
which all men shatt have equat opporiunlttes regardless of race,
colour or creed. We feel ashamed that as a Country from which
the late General Smuts went out to lay the foundation of the
Untted Nattonsx Human Rtghts Chanter that there 1s still no
determined effort on the part of those who wield power in South
Africa, to ens:r’?:ttnere is equattty and Justtce for all in
South Africa regardlecss of race, colour or creed in terms of the

United Nations Chanter. We can onty'express a hope that the

speech by Mr. Pik Botha, the South /frlcan Representative at

She U lNE vivei 1Y/
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the U.N. marks, a turning point in South Africa’s attitudes

tn these matters, as such a change is urgent if disaster is to

be avoilded. INKOSI ISIKELELITAFRIKA.
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