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THE CRI SIS OF CAPI TAL ACCUMULATI ON I N THE SOUTH AFRI CAN
SCCl AL FORMATI ON - ORI G NS AND | MPLI CATI ONS FOR THE FUTURE
Section One - H STORI CAL BACKGROUND

1) South Africa 8 role in the G obal Econony in the 19808
11) International Trends and their effects on the South
African Econony. Debate on d obalism and "Regionalisnt

111) How serious is the socio- econom c crisis? Macro-trends
i n Empl oynment, productivity, investrment (Private and
Public Sectors)

Section Two - Prescriptive - policy recomendation in

the light of today’ s debates.

The actuality of the crisis as negotiations phase opens
The | abour movements nobilization and the crises of
expectati on since Feb 2,1990.

Bal ance of class forces today: Role of the State and
"outside (Inperialist) forces in setting the 'agendat.

Two scenarios or nmany alternatives?

a) The neo-liberal strategy of the "right" (gACOBi CAH)
count er posed to:

b) The neo-keynesian strategy of the "left" (analysis

of the ANCs "nep")

Section three - Plan, Market, and Participation -

Econom ¢ Denocracy in Theory and Practise For a

Denocratic South Africa. Who decides the mx '? How

to inplenent policy;

Sone Prescriptive Conclusions: Not "what is to be done"?,
but what is possible in the short-nediumterni -

1) Imediate Steps to .Halt Capital Flow , (Underkl nenpl oynent.
ii) Long termsectoral’ Planning and Allocation
consequences for growh and redistribution
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RESEARCH | NTERESTS :

a) Processes and Problens of Institutionalizing Denocratic
Institutions and Practises in Africa

Wth the political wi nds of change bl ow ng through the
African continent, stronger in sone regions than in others,
and with the attendent question of a possible return to one-
party state rule or military rule in many post-col onia
African societies ever present, a pertinent question to

exam ne woul d be the manner in which popular participation in
deci sion-nmaking and its institutionalization into the body
politic of civil society can be achieved. G ven the already
significant political changes that have taken place in South
Africa in the last two years, it would be necessary to nonitor
and investigate the institutionalization of denocratic
structures in South Africa in the nineties as one focal area.
A related i ssue would be if the Scandinavian "nodel s" and
institutions of constitutional reformand social contract
based on egalitarian principles, could in any way act as an
inspiration for the problens of transition fromauthoritarian
mnority (or single-party) rule in Africa south of the Sahara.
b) Sustai nabl e Devel opment and Accumul ati on in Sub- Sahara
Africa: Towards the Year 2000

G ven the post col onial nodel of devel opment in much of
Africa and its own material heritage of nonocultura
producti on of minerals and cash crops for export, the state
(in the absence of any other institutionalised mechanism has
becorme the instrument for regulating and organi sing the socia
fabric of society and for the managenent of the dysfunctiona
stresses and inbal ances of the econony. The attendant
phenonena of stagnation in agriculture, oil price increases in
the 19705, and the drastic decline in the terns of trade for
exported products in the 19805, coupled with the scarcity of
forei gn exchange, poor managenent and centralised narketing
arrangenents and the accusation of governnent inefficiency and
corruption has led to drastic nedicine being prescribed:
Structural Adjustnent Policies and financial austerity
programes. Although the effects of these policies have been
m xed and have affected various class forces differentially,
the goal of self-sustainggle and ecol ogically viable

devel opnent (as indicated in the Brundtland Conm ssion on

Envi ronnment and Devel opnent) is still a long way off.
The rel ated questions of which policies are nost suitable for
| ong term sust ai nabl e devel opment which will at the sane tine

provi de enpl oyment, incomes and wel fare for an increasing
nunber, while al so being cognisant of environnmental concerns
and the issue of human rights, will remain central to any
research programme in the future. Alternative suggestions,
like the creation of alternative marketing and producer co-
operatives, should be critically investigated. Here again a
know edge of the Scandi navi an experience woul d be inval uabl e.



0) Econonic Integration and creation of a regional econonic
zone in Southern Africa

Wth the signing of the Convention for a Denpcratic South
Africa (CODESA |I1) docurment by governnent representatives and
representatives of the main liberation novenents in South
Africa, and the nore recent multi-party talks in February
1993, it seens clear that South Africa has lost its pariah
state status. Sanctions against South Africa have finally

been lifted by Sweden and Norway, while many African states
have of | ate established diplomatic relations with South
Africa and have rehopened trade |inks.

South Africa will now (as of April 1993) have regi ona
representatives in Botswana, Swaziland, Lesotho, Nam bia
Mocanbi que, Zi mbabwe, Angol a, zaire, Madagascar, the Conmores
I sl ands, the Ivory Coast and Mdrocco. Also, South Africa has
established fornal relations with Mauritius, Kenya, Rwanda,
San Torme and Principe, Cape Verde and Togo. Zanbia, the

Canmar oun, Congo, Senegal and N geria are expected to follow.
VWil e South African strategists see South Africa as the

"l ocomotive of Africa" that will pull it out of its manifold
crises, the reality is that there remain serious doubts as to
whet her a new regi onal bilateral trade zone can be created in
the hem sphere. The questions which nost readily conme to mnd
are the following: many African states do not have the foreign
currency to purchase South African goods at the nonent

(al though credit line could be established) while these states
do not produce any goods or services that South Africa itself
does not al ready produce.

South Africa will still have the very real conparative
advanages of a technically superior manufacturing sector and
skilled workforce, relative financial stability and
infrastructural (transport, teleconmunications) networks which
other African states do not possess. The decision to create
regi onal COvoperation structures with the instalation of a
denocratic governnent in South Africa prom ses greater
inter-regional trade and co-operation. To investigate such
processes woul d be a necessary point of departure for any

anal ysis of the changing political map of sub-Sahara Africa in
the ni net een-nineties.

Further points of consideration:

I am conversant in the follow ng | anguages: Engli sh,

Afri kaans, Swedi sh and Norwegi an as well as can understand and
read Dani sh. As well as having a thorough know edge of post-
war Scandi navi an soci al and econom c policy, | have al so
researched the formation of the co-operative (Samvirke)
noverent in Norway.

As a participant in a people-to-people project in the Tel emark
district for the past eight years (through the Wrkers’

Educati onal Association -AO- and the Norwegi an Peoples’ A d -
NPA), | have obtainded a grassroots perspective on devel opnent
aid and social nobilization in southern Africa.



