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Marianne Merten 

The Democratic Alliance and the 
Inkatha Freedom Party diverged 
sharply on "floor—crysslng’ legisla- 

tion approved by the Cabinet this 
‘week, underiining the different im- 
pamepnduanfhwsmyhnwn 
different parties, 

# . The proposed measure stems from 
" “fastyears splitin the DA and the sub- 

seguent co-operation pact between 
the New National Party and the 
African National Congress. It would 
allow public representatives to defect 

tius Delport weleomed the shift from 
earlier proposals that would have 
given President Thabo Mbeki the 
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would be in the Cape Town unicity, 
> . where if 24 NNP members rejoin Y 
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200-strong council. 
. However, it is far from clear that . 
NNP councillors will leave the DA in - 
large numbers. 
.ngAbe!iuecN'bYPnpmmfa-' 

tion in the national Parliament, and 
other levels of government, will be se- 
verely dented. The party’s chiefwhip 
in Parliament,” Douglas Gibson, 
claimed this week that NNP MPs were * 
“queiting up” to defect to his party. 
In addition, the flogr-crossing pro- 

visions would allow for formal recag- 
nition of the aliance in Parliament,. 
'where the Democratic Party still op- * 
eratés because the DA was formed af-- 
ter the 1959 election. 
* The defection laws may also affect:; 
clesely contested muaicipalities 
‘thronghont KwaZulu-Natal. It is nn- 
derstood several IFP members have 

right to decide on defection win- - 

    

. |n Wnnalandpmnbdfl e.lecflnm.» 
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g 
- the' electoral will" said. Richard 
Cailand, head of the Instituts for’ 
Dwiumfi!wa‘xpofinul 

      

Currently envisaged are two an-"~ 

‘nual periodsfor defections — the first 
15 days of February and Septembet — 
unless ¢ither falls within a year of & 

- nationel election: No defections in. . 
‘municipalities are allowed in the 12 
mmhm.pon.hmydhdpfim 
15 suspended during y 
perids; 

  

atit defies to:a large extent 

  

cmwmm .16 cross the floor will 
come in the 15 days-after- xhgprr.sx- T 

_ dent signs the laws into effect. 
* Atleast 10% bf party polfllnlm' 
:xmvummmmm;ids 
befors they can defect. This thresh~ 

held is intended as 3 safety mecha- 
nism against oppartunistic defec- 

!imu gansed by, for exainple, power. 
thmmfl:les g 

is week remained- op- 
p-uad mthgddecfion proposals un- 
)unlheelecton.lxy:mkmended» 
to cater;for wmz fiorm - of-. con=- 

  

zo‘hdl said seats in. mmmt be~ 
“Jonged to the party, nottp an individ- 
ual. "nunwflvelfnnhnehw:m» 

     

  

- Theother two Bills are au amend” 

..&}'mekm 

Parties face game _of_ musical chalrs 
for five yuxs" beweu\ dccflm, 
hesaid. 
Witbout elaboraiby, NNP deputy 

executive directorDaryl Swaneppel 
said thiere whs “00 doubt thé vast ma- 

-, jority of NNP people” would return to 
the party, fold. “DA councils,in the. 

' Western Cape will fall and they Wil 
2l to an ANC-NNP arrangement sim- 
1laro the provincial goverfiment”. 
;The,pu.hge of legislation com- 
‘prises four Bills, tvo of which amend 
ihe Counstitution. One constititional 
amendiment clears the way for floor- 
crossing at local government level 
throitgh the insertion of a: new 
clause; the othef desls with the pro- 
cedure to reconstitute the National 

- ~Council of Provinces should a large 
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Party tensions by hufling insults at 
senior ANC memb) indluding 
Nelson Mandela - £ : 
The IPP insisted on the imbongi’s 
inclusion at the recent opening of the 

despite oficial ANC pro- 
ims.Mhstyeu"s opening 
the singer also ruffled ANC feathers. 

‘| ANCchiefwhip. nje said ber 
pntyhld appro; the IFP on the 
issue on several occaslons. “We told 

*| them the opening aceremonial 
oceasion and not z|time to make 
political speeches? 

Irhad also argued that under Zulu 
custom, songs of p; for a lower- 
ranking person m Buthelezi, in 
King Goodwill lithini's presence, 

pulting thekdng.   
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| 15 0o exaggeration. To people, who 
| reveredthe prince, it was intalerable 
t0leta person get away after utter- 
lumumjux\lwoflhenme 
rewinds mémoriesto the days of de- 

‘| humanised brutality, for the whole 
episodic lifestyle then could, ina. 

" | nutshell, be shiorthandedt as “One ut- 
' terance of Gatsha, one bullet!” It was' 
considered an epitome of “naking 
‘Thim weigh lesser” - “eya” and thus 
“eyisa® — bo despise. . 

'The media have to remember that 

  

| and grace, Iffacts ire wrong, byall 
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| riteshiave been read” (March 1), I 
hnenevefimuddetl.bqutme 

_blu tested the paptyTine while 
I dfllpenv.lylwmnl fthemselves to 
 gebuilding the socis! fabric of our, 
society have been marginalived or 
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4 _tep)lr.nm therdnks. . 
Tha HN[Mfl: pd:cydebme is, 

1% mfermee 0 Andraw 
Felnstein's piece on Gavin_ 

i Woodsandthe . . 

- jutecting my |n|erun and thase of - 

*| Woods end Felnstelr whagmfi: 

*| " dictates. va,-wun 
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another example. . * 
Twouldlike tothankboth ~* 

Feinstein and Woods for their 
| extracrdinary commitment o pro- 

fellow South Africans, with integrity 
end Inclsiveness. Thank. 
dedicated efforts for the 
public good - l(-vn no 
you were greatly ap) 
many other South 4 cans for 
serving us as you have. 

Ifear that there are few feft in'the 
‘government system of the calibre vf - 
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** what I bave always been. If anything crceg- i 
e iy ind itis 

-+ dictated by. the need to rgconcile lé-whp have 
§ heen at wur with one another for };’:fif yeu? ince 

- opponientsafid then co-| -labourers who work together 

_THE NATAL WITNESS, FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2002 

OUR READERS WRITE: 

IFP are best for the 
province 

IZEEL 1!;5 essentlal that, in spite of thblla?;e flt:f 
me, I be-given an opportunity to repy o the 

article: gIeoue blundered”- “Hx 
- Yves Vi rhaeghen, which was exlznsively 
quoted in‘a prominent spéech by a high-ranking 
ANC official iri the KwaZulu-Natal Parliament. This 
proves how.true it is that if lies are repeated often 
enaugh, tba become accepted clichés. 

. The article’s concluding line is that I appear to 
be a “ctedible opposition leader and a democrat” 

- because of Pre: ent Thabo Mbeki “bei 
*, with the moral und”. It is, i 
*" to commient on Mr M ki’s conduct-biit T must uke 
.. exceptlon to what way said about me ang the IFP. It 

is not that I have become Sométhis d| erenl from 

    
   

  

tion-of some observers has finally. chmged al 
_high:time fo set aside the string of lies which were 

. useda decada 8gp to support the ol “?ercepuonu ; 
It ls deeply painful that people still befieve in the 

otd gmdl that the IFP was respansible for the 
‘® i pur provihce, when in fact the 1 

began against us and we were its major - 
miim. olerice, never served the IFP political 
'_—qfi:.nda biit that-of those:who sought throtgh it the 
pol which they then conguered. - 

: 'l'h@ fails to understand the reason for the 
"covhnblmmnof the ANC sand IFP” which has been. 

  

the ANC’s .armed struggle was turned the . 
IFP for Its unwillingness to-take up a 
wes " essential to. show .that enemies can ‘becorne 

   

e
 

   
i of peace and reconciliation, So-that 
“ped) grassroots Tevel cin recognise the need to. 
m& lhel; haxid in hand; to develop and recon- | 

eommumuos “In this. f, the IFP - 
{its responsibility ‘and cotnmit- 
acy.and accountabilil A 

The c'ol;l!p sor; het:;an IFP 4 cy -led ¢ 
o rme is unfair.and un: rte i 
mwh Ty, the KwaZulii- Nat:l“p gpu.;ernmen! does 
notw a8 well ag orie would bope it to work, But I 

g ? sfied that the IFP lias provided !he Best pos- - 
E slble oadership wnder circdijistances; where the 

‘is oftén pulledin di 

   
    

  

  

               

thaseé:of ell othér pi § 
has had the courage to think for itself and act as it 
best sees fit whenever it was tequired and possible. 

- A distiriction must be made betwéen the actual 
wark-each minister does in.his portfolio and on the - 
ground,on the one hand, and the madlu, which is’ 
pra-ANC, on'the other. ) 

1 am concetned. that the criticism agams! the 
KwaZulu-Natal government is employed to down-- 
play my-life-long political work, which has-always 

. ptomMed true damm:rncy and acc mubxllty. 
g - MANGOSUTHY MP 

P “of Home Afilln 
and Presld:nt, ]‘mflum Party - [   
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DRIES L|EBENBERG pm Ha uid the raminden 19%.'- ‘was ucegmu ng th: m-mflun the ulttwnsh.lp, said 
and Saj are IFP members-an@*E#ds confi- - ised. Zweli -Mkhize, ANC .deputy chair- ° 6f national policy. 

TR denr.so%ofthmm‘ddlluwppm - The ANC pmrhddwfldng manfor KwaZulu-Natal. - - - “The ANC will spare no-effort to 
ALF the IFP’s MPLs would such a decision. -mlmg:l it regaids the TFP stay- Housing MEC ] Dumisani Mzkhlye implement the national govérn- 

Hchooxe ‘Pletermaritzburg m:ummmuwwmm awa the omnmmn asa al-g gave the assurance that the ANC ment’s HIV/Aids programme -and 
instead of Ulundi as the seat mesting of an'ad hoc commit- - in the face of the legisla gmmlnbreukunlnm— wlunntbepntofibyfllmaschnoled 

of the K legislature, the ANC tee inumnnu the impact-of decided the chulce must’ be made: “8hi the IFP. in bantustan politics,” their resolu- 
leadership in the province said yes- ing one or the at!wrcm belou&uend of May. Pmlnnlxl leader Sbu Ndebele tion says in reference to- IFP 
terday, challe: dtelfl’lndlnw Tino Volker (NNP), the cmk e being-in a coalition doesn't - leaders. 
2 secret ballot on the capltul tee’s chairman, said he was' tald I:y i Genied ly has to fail fn- - - vTh:ANC'Spmvmcml leaders also 
Question. IFP chief wNp Simon Gumede that. dsfons. . welcomed the national cabinet’s 
lk!ngufmaprwinml work- : the IFP delegates were absent * ‘The ANC's’ pmn.ndu? woanz gpzwal of the law on crossing the | 
committee meeting in Durban, ;. becanse the party leadershil bad to_& -denied - 34 or bvy political representatives 

eldudmnontheinua. hat Premier ‘Lionel Mnh-ll' and said it will hopefully lead ta a 
of the-general avail- _political reahgmnen( m KwaZuln- 

bility of Nevirapice to itive * Natal. 3 
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10% defective 
AMOMENT of truth fs abont to arrive for the De. 
mocratic AHiance the New National Party. 
MPs, MPLs and councillors will be allowed to 
cross the floor when amendments approved by 

. ?abinel: are passed by Pacliament, possibly with- - 
n weeks. g o 
Then we'll see how many will actlly follow 

" Marthinus van Schalkwyk back intd the NNP. 
. .DA Chief, Whip Douglas Gibson says he has & 

.. queie of MPs waiting to join, That's a claim Van 
Schalkwyk denies. They can't both be right. 

Regardless 6f how that spat is setfled, some- 
_thing inore important Is happening. MPs are be: 
ing glyen more freedor to change allegiances 
when their consclences dictaté. Wil they use 1t? 

i Inlins with 18th Century English political 
. philosopher Edmund Burke, we belieye repre- 
sentatives, once elected, should not have to sac- 
rifice thelr “unbiased apiilon, ... mature judg- 
ment.... and en]ightgnet! consclerice” to ariyone, 

Changes to the anti-defection clanse will allow 
. them thatlatitude, but only within Limits set by .. 

theANC. = - . 
We have no quarrel with the plan for two 15. - 

* day “windows of apportunity” each year. At least 
- this removes thie timing from the whim of the * 
‘President. But the condition that defections may 

* occur only i they inyolvé 10% of a party's MPs is 
‘Llearly meant to favour the ANC. . id 

" . ' Smeller partiés could easily be wiped out, while 
" more than 26 MPs would have to be musteredsbé- 

- fore one could leave the ANC without losing his : 
- seat. That'& riot fair. The 10% rule must be'chial- 

.lenged before it becomeg Iaw. 
In general, giving MPs the scope to move is a 

step in the rlgmdjmtiongam the rullng party 
*leadership still retains toomuch control. v       
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4 7/t ANC wants x 
secret poII 
By THULANI MSIMANG | 

THE ANC has challenged the IFP 
and other parties in the KwaZulu- 
Natal Legislature to allow a free, 
‘vote through a secret ballot on the 
issue of the seat of the provir\cial 
Jegislature. 
-Members of the ANC’s Provxn 

¢ial Working Committee (PWC) 
yesterday accused the IFP of d'y 
ingto delay the work of the com- 

- rhittée investigating the matter. . v 
- ANC provincial chairman S'hu 
'Ndebele said the party was 
virnced a secret ballot would { ee 
-the majority of IFP members to* 

- vole as they chose, rather than ac- 
cording lo party instructions.* 

““The ANC is convinced that un- 
. a - der these conditions more than - 

50% of the IFP cavicus will support 
Pietermaritzburg as the splé seat 
of theprovmcflnl egis\atmr,f‘ Nde- 
Jyele said. B 
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Buthelezi vetoes Masetlha over DRD chief 
Xak    
  

Parliamentary Reporter 
CAPE TOWN — Home Affairs Min- 
ister Mangosuthu Buthelezi has 
gone head to head with his director- 
general, Billy Masetlha, setting 
aside Masetlha's decision to de- 
clare Durban Roodepoort Deep CE 
Mark Wellesley-Wood a prohibited 
person because he does not have a 
‘work permit. 

Earlier this week, Masetlha ac- 
cused Wellesley-Wood of mislead- 
ing his department and vowed he 
would not be allowed to return to 

SA until he had successfully applied 
for a work permit. He shot down 
suggestions he should have con- 
sulted Buthelezi before taking ac- 
tion in such a high-profile case. 

Now Buthelezi has written to the 
SA high commission in London, in- 
structing officials to reinstate 
Wellesley-Wood’s temporary visa 
and issue him with a temporary 
work permit to allow him to return 
to SA and resume his duties at Dur- 
ban Deep immediately. 

Masetlha was furious when told 
of the letter by Business Day yes- 
terday. He accused Buthelezi of “us- 

ing his political clout to condone 
the violation of legal and adminis- 
trative procedures”. 

Making an exception for Welles- 
ley-Wood would lead only to the 
businessman developing a disre- 
gard for SA’s laws, and to do so 
would set a negative precedent, 
Masetlha said. 

It was unclear last night whether 
Buthelezi overruled Masetlha with 
the backing of President Thabo 
Mbeki and the cabinet. 

Mbeki has frequently been 
drawn into public rows between the 
two since Masetlha was appointed, 

   

in the face of stiff opposition from 
Buthelezi, in 2( 

Masetlha is an African National 
Congress member, while Buthelezi 
is leader of the Inkatha Freedom 
Party. A game of cat and mouse en- 
sued almost immediately after 
Masetlha was appointed, culminat- 
ing in a drawn-out battle last year 
over the validity of his employment 
contract. Buthelezi said he had 
signed the contract under pressure 
from Mbeki, but Masetlha had not, 
technically leaving the department 
without a legally appointed ac- 
counting officer. 
  

At the height of the conflict, Bu- 
thelezi released a dossier contain- 
ing 68 complaints against Masetlha, 
including an accusation of “insub- 
ordination”. 

This followed Masetlha’s deci- 
sion to issue a circular to home af- 
fairs department officials ordering 
them to deport illegal Zimbabwean 
immigrants worldng on farms in 
Limpopo. 

Buthelezi told 1ouma]is!s this 
year that he had given up trying to 
get Masetlha redeployed to another 
department, because Mbeki would 
not alloy 

  
   

  

      

Buthelezi and Masetlha's bitter 
relationship burst into the of 
when the minister refused to allow 
Masetlha to brief Parliament's 
home affairs portfolio committee on 
the much-delayed Immigration Bill, 
instead sending Masetlha’s deputy, | 
Ivan Lambinon, to do the job. F 

Masetlha recently made it clear 
that he would not leave the depart- 
ment simply because Buthelezi 
wanted him to. “I have a clear man- 
date to make sure that the country’s 
home affairs service is asuccess.... 1 
don’t expect the minister to take me 
outforadrink.”    
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SA until he had successfully applied 
for a work permit. He shot down 
suggestions he should have con- 

ing his political clout to condone 
the violation of legal and adminis- 
trative procedures”. 
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Buthelezi, in 2000. 
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drawn into public rows between the 
two since Masetlha was appointed, 

without a legally appointed ac- 
counting officer. 

  

department, because Mbeki would 
not allowit. 

  

don’t expect the minister to take me 
out foradrink.”       


