PORT ELI ZABETH and U TENHACE -

TOMSHI P REVOLT and POLI TI CAL

DEVELCOPMENT, 1976-1990

A paper for a Conference

on "Port Elizabethls Place in South African History and Hi storiography?
Port Elizabeth Campus, Vista Universtiy; 24/25 Septenber 1992

by Rory Ri ordan

THE HUMAN RI GHTS TRUST, PO BOX 13197, HUMEWOOD, 6013

TELEPHONE: 041 -559536 OR 555979 - FAX: 041 -564337



g PRECEDENTS TO REVOLT: UP TO M D

' 1976 I N PORT ELI ZABETH

Qur story begins some tinme back, and is initially told
through the eyes of ANC veteran Ernest Ml gas.

Mal gas was born in 1937 in Korsten, Port Elizabeth.

H s young life was one of massive hardship. Some of his
earliest nmenories were of standing naked beggi ng from

p trains as soldiers headed to and fromthe Second

World War - "bread pl ease, or a penny please, Pm hungry’,
that is how | started. The soldiers would start throw ng
food and that was sonething very good for ny famly
although I was not directly encouraged to do that but (when
the food conmes to the house, it will be acceptable."(

The young Mal gas was asthmatic and escaped the rigours,
and the pl easures, of schooling entirely. Wien he was
twelve his father was crushed while unloading a railtruck
(he was a | abourer on the railways). He survived but was
boarded. Then, "One Friday ny nother was working, ny
father was back from hospital, | was playing with other kids
outside. This man started coughing, and he called me - the
amount of bl ood that came through his nose. | was then
young and still usel ess, |ooking at himdying. So when he
died it Was ny another, nyself, my two younger brothers
and ny sister."

Mal gas soon learned the tricks of survival, and would
hound | ead from scrapheaps, nelt it down and re-sell it.
But the famly was nmoved from home to home as they
couldn’t neet the rent.

After the 1952 riots police cane |ooking for his nei ghbour
but picked Malgas up instead. It was the greatest nistake
they ever made, for in his six weeks inside he began his

political education, listening to others in the cells with him
Thereafter - neetings, activism detention, until, in 1961,
"one day sonebody cane to ne and said - 'l was told to

cone and tell you, you are to go to other oounui es and go
for mlitary training, then you nust cone and |ight against
the governnment." Malgas larconically remarks, "I didn't

have in mnd any reason to say no."

Of to Joi burg, where Joe Modise net himat Park Station

4 weeks there then across the border to Bechuanal and,

and, after avoiding the British South African Police for a
hi ke/ri de of 12 days, young Mal gas was in Dar es Sal aam

to neet with the nan who was to becone his conmander

i n Urkhonto, Henry Fazzie, also from Port Elizabeth.

One dayin Dar es Salaama man, well known to these young
recruits by reputation, visited them "He was wearing a
mlitary shirt, a khaki one, and a battle-dress trousers and
arny belt. He had a pistol with him a beret - you could see
he was a soldier. W all greeted him and were honoured

to shake the hand of this man, Mandel a. The youth were

crazy about this man He told us he was com ng from

Et hi opi a and had just conpleted 3 nonths mlitary

training. He said he was goi ng home now - 11 don't want to
go to prison, neither dowe want to die, but we are prepared
to go through this so that our people can taste the fruit of
freedom "l

Mal gas was inmpressed, "It was the first tinme that | had
heard Mandel a talking. and it was the first tine that | had
seen this man, but | think he is one of the greatest people
| have net."

A year and a bit later, and Henry Fazzie, Ernest Ml gas

and seven others are returning fromtraining, on the |ong
conplicated journey through South Africa s cordOn

sanitaire, to get home. On 26 J anuary 1963 they alighted
froma train at Bul awayo station - and fell straight into the
arms of the British South African Police, acting on a tip off.
They were returned to the South African police, tw) of

their group becane state w tnesses, and on 30 Septemnber

1963, in the Transvaal Suprene Court, The State vs Henry
Fazzie and six others closed with these undefended

activists receiving 20 years each from M Justice Theron



By incredible co-incidence during the trial Mlgas and

Fazzie were held in Pretoriais "New Look Prison" - with

Nel son Mandel a, then sentenced for |eaving the country

wi t hout docunents. Mandel a arranged Braam Fi scher for

their appeal, and sentence was reduced to 14 years. Fazzie
got another 7 years for sabotage, and here ends our first
caneo, with Ernest Ml gas going to Robben Island for 14
years, and Henry Fazzie for 21 years, both, so to speak, put
into cold storage for a later, equally vital tine in the
struggl e.

We junp from 1963 to 1976.

What was ,the politieal nobod of black Port Elizabeth |ike

in early 19767

Pretty quiet, by all accounts.

- Firstly, as Chris Hani notes, the ANC undeground had al

but coll apszed by 1974- in his words, "there was just nothing
in 1974. "(2 ) As he says, "on the whole one could
characterise this period (zas one of a relative lull 111 terns of
mass political activity."(

Barney Pityana, banned and living in Port Elizabeth from

February 1973, felt simlarly: "I wasnit approached by the
ANC underground during the 5 years | was in Port
Eli zabeth - | don’t think there was any substantial ANC

underground, as far as | know " H's wife D nsa was

involved with :1 SA Institute of Race Rel ations project,

i nvol ving | ess than 50 people, and that was the subject of
massi ve harrassnent at the tinme.

Thozami | e Botha, who in the second hal f of 1976 was

teachi ng at kwaZachel e Hi gh School (nore about both

Bot ha and their school later) also recalls that the AN C was



very quiet then, and that he certainly had no contact with
" them

Saki Macozoma recalls the mood of the time: "People

woul dn’t even talk of the ANC - they woul d say, for

i nstance, if sonebody had been arrested, that so-and-so’s
father had been arrested during the "big thing" - neaning,
the events of the early 60’s! | recall trying to set up a
branch of the South African Student Myvenent at

kwaZakhel e H gh in 1975 (when Macozoma was in Std 9

at that school) but it was very, very difficult to set it up,
there were very, very few people who were willing to
identify directly with that sort of thing." "(3)

One who was not was Macozonm's classmate, in Std 9 at
kwazZakhel e H gh, M ke Xego. "I first cane across SASM

in 1975 at kwaZakhele High - they did have a structure at
the school, but a very shaky structure and which | al so was
very relgetant to join because | was afraid to be arrested
then. " (

Mchusel i Jack, in Std 7 at Cowan High in 1976, recalls then
that "we feared the AN C because to talk about it was such
a bigcrine,” and that his first political contact was a
panphl et he received in 1975 at a rugby stadium The
panphl et was distributed by PAC stalwart Mki Ceki sane

and called himto his first pflitical neeting, to
comenorate Sharpville, in 1975. 5)

' Thus was the atnosphere in Port Elizabeth in J une 1976 -
one of political quiet, state power, and fear of exposure.
Then came 16 June 1976 and Port Elizabeth, |ike South
Africa, was never to be the sane again

PORT ELI ZABETH 1976 -

a SPONTANEQUS REBELLI ON and

QUI CK REPRESSI ON

a When Soweto expl oded, nost people were caught

unawar es.

Barney Pityana, |anguishing under a banning order in Port

El i zabet h, says he had not anticipated the Transvaal events
at all. Ohers had anticipated anger, but not to the extent
that events devel oped in the Transvaal

The issue becane - how would Port Elizabeth’s black areas
respond?

The Erst bl owup cane, of all places, at a boxing pronotion
at Centenary Hall m July. Happyboy ngapi was billed

agai nst Pangaman Si gapani, with the unheard of purse for
the time of R13 000.

In the mddle rounds of the clash police dropped teargas

outside of the npacity hall, and all hell broke | oose as the
crowmd stanpeded the exists. A Devel opment Board truck
was burnt at the front of the hall, and the crowd danaged

cars and vehi cl es.

This curiously non-political beginning to Port Elizabeth’s
riots of 1976 saw four new activists blooded into politics.
For the organiser of the tournanent had asked for help
fromthe Watson brothers, who in that year hadi begun to
pl ay rugby for Kwaru in the black townships. The Watsons
hel ped with organi sing and printing, and attended the
show. To this day they talk with pride as to how the
townshi p youngsters guarded their car, and how the

organi ser entrusted Cheeky with a garbage bag full of
noney - his takings, in the heart of the stanpede. -

Thus begun the political career of what nust be the nost
unusual quartet of ANC activists. Rugged and
rugby-pl ayi ng; charismatic, Christian and capitalist, these
good- | ooki ng white boys had entered politics unwittingly
by answering a Christian calling to play township rugby.
The "caller" was Mono Badela, a reporter in Port Elizabeth
at the time, and founder, with Dan Qege, of the non-racia
Kwaru rugby club in 1971. Mno had asked the Watsons,

who were .very promnent in white rugby, Erst to come
coaching at Kwaru, then to play. They responded
generously, knowi ng that Badela had a political agenda,

but feeling that it was the Christian thing to do anyway.

and



Thus begun many years of clandestine political activity for
these four hunks. It is probably still too early to obtain the
confi dences necessary to get a good understandi ng of what
the AN C underground got up to from 1976 onward, but ny.
educated guess is that the Watsons were deep in it, but
always in a non-violent way. If, in 1976, associating’with
the ANC was enough to give Mhuseli Jack the junps, it

was a fabul ously brave act by four white youngsters living
on Park Drive in the mddle of white Port Elizabeth. But,

as controversial as the Watsons sonetines m ght have

been, even their |oudest critic has never laid the charge of
cowar di ce anywhere near them They paid a high price for
their politics, including the |Ioss of their business, their
hone, two assissination attenpts, endl ess snear

panphl ets, and, for Cheeky, the | oss of the opportunity to
play rugby for South Africa.

The Watsons were one of only three groups of whites

willing to associate with black politics in Port Elizabeth’ in
the 19705 and 19805, (nmore later), and they were the first.
Li ke them or hate them they were bl ooded, |ike South
Africa,” m 1976, and have stayed the course of their
principl es.

The nonths of August and Septenber 1976 saw, in Port

El i zabet h, 89 buses stoned, arson attacks on 20 bl ack
school s, live bottlestores and 12 shops, 34 police vehicles
damaged and nuch ot her danage done to gover nnent

bui | di ngs- -the total dammge, according to Col onel Goosen .
of the Security Police at the time, was RL,4 ml. (6 )
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,. The epicentre of this riot, according to the Col onel, was

the result of a series of unlawful neetings convened by

pupi | s of the kwazZakhel e Hi gh School, which began on 16

August, and ended in an extraordinary event on 9

Sept enber 1976. This event is worth dwelling on in sone

detail.

There Were two tensions operating at kwaZakhel e H gh at

the sanme tine, in md-1976.

The first tension was between pupils and teachers. It

turned on many things. Meedisi Siswana, in matric in

1976, notes that this tension resulted from"the genera

attitude of the teachers - sonme kind of arroganee, of

condescensi on", and the students had now "found a snal

space to express thenselves freely".7)

Tht nam | e Bot ha, who taught maths in Forns 1-3 and

Physi cal Science from4 to 5 in the second hal fof 1976 and

on until the middle of 1978 at kwaZakhel e Hi gh, notes that

at the tinme the principals of the four black high schools

fornmed what they called a "high command" and i ssued

statenments throughout 1976, criticising the students for

being on strike, calling themirresponsible and saying that’

what was happening’ m Soweto had nothing to do with Port

Enmbet h, and calling on the kids to come back to school

Then al so, M Mesatywa, the matric nmaths and science

teacher, resigned without an obvious replacenment being

avail able - he was the only teacher qualiiied to teach these
subjects at matric level, and the pupils were incensed at his

desertion, not |east because he was going to a job in the

G skei

The second range of tensions were, of course, the politica

ones - . how to respond appropriately to the Soweto

upri si ng.

A series of disruptions to classes, as the kids nmet outside

to di scuss these issues, saw the Security Police cone and

be handed petitions and then use teargas and then, of

course, all hell would break |oose. But such ad-hoc

responses were not seen as adequate.

Benuse the school had electricity and nost students’

hones did not, pupils often stayed at school into the night.

to study. Anobngst others, the deputy headboy, Moulelo

Hewana, had keys to sone classroonms to nake this

possi bl e.

Hewana was the brightest of the boys by common consent,

and went on to beconme a nedi cal doctor. He was seen by

many students as being too close to the teachers, which was

to cast oneis loyalty to the other side of the fence - nobst of

the nore political students were not asked, nor would they

have accepted, prefectship (which was non-elected). To

conpensate, he woul d occasionally scribble politica

sl ogans on the bl ackboards anonynously, for this was seen

as highly daring and danger ous.

On 9 Septenber 1976 word went around the two matric

cl asses that the boys should remain behind after school to

pl ot a structured response to the Soweto events. That night

43 kwaZakhel e H gh School matric pupils net at the

school . They, between them hatched out a rather wld plot

to do as follow

They would remain at the schook that night, painting

posters and debating. The next norning, when the bal ance

of the school arrived, they would divide the school into 43

each |l ed by one of the matrics. These groups woul d nake

their way to the Mayor’'s Garden in the centre of white Port

Eli zabeth, "all by different routes, sone by bus, sone by

train, some by taxi, to prevent apprehension

There they would carry their grievances to the awareness

of white Port Elizabethans. Now the plot devel ops a

di fferent colour, for the youngsters were to carry petro

bonbs and bonbs made fromthe chemicals in the science

| aboratory (sociumand calciun), and, to make their exit

possible in an anticipated rush of police, they anticipated



torching a few shops as a distraction

Through the night they plotted, painted, sang and sl ept,
and at 5.00am wth the dawn, came Security Policenen
W1 ki ns, N euwoudt and others, and the riot squad.

Wet her they had been tipped off, or had foll owed up

m dni ght calls on sone students houses, (which had
happened), we don't know What we do know is that 43.
frightened little students were bundl ed off to Al goa Park
Police Station and rough justice.

To cut a long story short, 10 of the 43 becane state

wi t nesses, including Mulelo Hewana, who was the prize
performer for the state in a specially convened court in
Grahanmstown in the recess of the Suprene Court, in
January 1977. Judge President Cl oete heard the case,
wher ei n anot her new name energed - that of then-

Bri gadi er Lothar Paul Neethling of the Police s Forensic
Laboratory. According to one of the 19 year olds awaiting
his fate, M chael Xego, Neethling presented a devastating
description of Port Elizabeth City Centre atlane, Wth
white wonen trapped in lifts in burning tower buildings.
"When he had Eni shed, we knew we were in for it", says
Xego. Small matter that the petrol and chem cal bonbs
never existed except in school boys’ theories - it was a
frightening time of revolt, and Neethling had the Courts
ear.

On 21 J anuary 1977 Judge President C oete sent 31
youngsters to Robben Island for five years each. This
extraordi nary group included: Saki Mozoma, now deputy
Publicity Secretary for the ANC, Miu Dukunbana, now

head of AZAPO in Port Elizabeth; Fezile Mavuso, now
general secretary of 'the Minicipal Wrkers’ Union

Mpumi Qdol o, M ke Xego, and Al ex Rala, subsequently

the hard-eore of PEYCO and now all in the ANC, Boy
Mkal i pi, now office coordi nator of the ANC s East Cape
Regi onal office; Prince Msutu, now on the AN C regiona
executive; ' and Lulanile Mati, of AZAPO s executi ve.



. They got tossed into politics the hard way, for sure, but

I .

forever at the same tinme.

The night after sentencing, these youngsters were duruped

in the back of a truck in Port Elizabeth and driven to Table

Bay withQut a stop, whereupon they were put onto a ferry

and, on 22 January 1977, they hit Robben Isl and.

VWen 14 years earlier, Ernest Malgas and Henry Fazzie hit

the Island, there Wre 200 prisoners there - about 150 PAC

peopl e (after the Bashee River killings) and about 50 ANC.

By 1977 Robben Island was 500 prisoners, and the vast

nunber of novices were the 1976 intake, nostly |oosely

Bl ack Consci ousness in orientation. ’

Most of these youngsters knew little of the ANC and ’

non-raci ali sm- what panphlets had done the rounds were

BC, and Bi ko was then the big name. Xego describes being

put in a cell with 32 others, including Saths Cooper, Strini

Moodl ey and Terror Lekota. Al were BC stalwarts, and

1976 veterans. Young Xego found them massively

politicised and overwhelmng. If they were BC, so would

he be.

The story of the conversion of nost of the 1976 youngsters,

fromBC to Congress Tradition, on Robben Island, nerits

a study of its own; Suflice is to say that nany of the ANC

veterans played a signilicant role. Pata Mdel ane, on the

Island for trying to | eave the country, was a hard BC man

and worked with Vuyisile Thole taking the food trolleys

fromthe kitchen to the various bl ocks. The youngsters

" were in E block, the Rivonia nen in B block. The trolleys

becane one of the nmeans of noving notes around.

"Read the Freedom Charter, clause 5 - it reflects on the

debate you are having" would cone on a note fromthe

omiscient in Block B. Govan Moeki’s | ectures cane

through also. And Enally, Harry Gmala was put into E

bl ock.

Then things started changing. A vital signal to the

youngsters was when Terror Lekota left BC for the

Congress Tradition. That was in 1978, and many fol | owed

him Quickly tensions rose, and Lulam le Mati, one of the

kwaZakhel e H gh School inmates who is still with BC3

reports on physical lights, and consi derable tensions. (9

Transformati on has never been easy.

Back off Robben Island, the cops were on top of the riots

by now, Bi ko had been killed, and the BC organi sations
banned, in 1977. Revolt had been danped down,

everything was "normal". Spontaneous rebellion had net

with quick, efficient repression.

Robert Sobukweis funeral, in March 1978 in

Gra aff-Reinet, saw the taunting of Buthel ezi by hundreds
of youth ("Let Gatsha go like a dog he is a boer and a

bantu. He is not of Azania", they hurled insults at himas

he | eft, defiant and furious), and went a |long way to ensure

the tension between system and struggle that was to

pernmeate our polities for a long tinme thereafter. But it was

contai ned, and "nornmality" returned.

The next phase in Port Elizabeth’s struggle was, however,

about to emerge. For that maths and science teacher at

kwaZakhel e H gh School, who had |left town to teach in the

Ciskei for the second half of 1978, had returned to Port

El i zabeth in early 1979, and now had a job at Ford Mtor

Conpany. P-CO, MACWJSA and the political carter ,

of Thonmi | e Botha, were about to begin.

PUTTI NG THE MASS | NTO MASS

MOVEMENTS 1971/ 80

Thozam | e Bot ha obtai ned his schooling in conditions that

can scarsely be believed. |

At 6 years of age he suffered a back injury, and spent a year

in the Walton Orthopaedic Hospital. After that he left

Port Elizabeth to |live with his grandnother in Al exandri a,

doing sub A and B there. He rose at 5 o' clock to get to

school at 9.00am and, as his grandparents were on a farm



he had to work in the Eelds also. After Sub B he "escaped"

by working on a chicory farmfor a nonth, earning R120

or 40cents per acre picked. Wth that he bought a ticket to ,
Port Elinbeth, half-a-loaf of bread and 21/2 cents of sugar,
and got out of the bus in New Brighton.

He found his way to this grandnothers sisters’ house and
desperately wanted to goto school. His mother lived in

Port Elizabeth, and he tried to get into Std 2 as he was quite
old - but he didn’t have Std 1, nor transfer papers fromthe
school in Alexandria. He lied about having his transfer
papers, which he clained were m splaced, and got through

Std 2 and on to another school

Sane lies, right_up until he passed Std 6 in 1968. He sold

i cecream on weekends neanwhile, and was nearly 20 at this

st age.

After finishing Std 6 he still did not have a residence permt
- the Labour Department had instructed himto return to .

Al exandria. However, he foll owed procedures and got

around that one.

He found work meking tea, then as a | abourer, and saved
R90.00 for trousers and books and, in 1970, returned to
kwaZakhel e for Form 1. He ran out of nobney, but a

teacher found hima bursary, and he nmade it through Std

8.

In matric he had to stop and work as his nother was ill unti
a friendly principle took himinto his hone, and he passed
matric proudly in 1974, aged 26.



He was expelled fromFort Hare in 1976, and began

"1 teaching at kwaZakhele Hi gh until he left for the C skei in
1978. He returned, to begin work at Ford, in 1979.

In Sep tenber 1977 he was plunged’ in to civic affairs when
474 pupils were arrested, and he had to arrange noney and
defence for them He put together a "Save the Chil dren"
show at the Rio Cnerma and, at 3 o’clock that night the
Security Police picked himup, and the MC for the show.
"During interrogation Col onel "Goosen picked up a

hosepi pe and hit me. Al the police standing around took
turns to beat me. Wthin nminutes ny lips and eyes were
swol l en, and | was bleeding. It started at about 5 am and
went on until 11.00am non-stop. That was tough
interrogation!"(8 )

Moni ca Vula, the MC, spent two hours in interrogation
"When she returned , we couldn’t recogni se her face. She
was’' really, really, beaten. |I thought that was too rmuch"
Thozami | e Botha was now in politics!

A spell of teaching mthe Ciskei filled the last half of 1978,
whereafter Botha returned to Port Elizabeth and took a

job at Ford.

Before starting at Ford, Botha got a house’ in Zw de.
"These houses had no floors, no ceilings, no plaster- -just
the roof and the walls." Then residents begun receiving
hi gh water accounts- the residents in the area, particularly
the wonen, cane together, and sent a delegation to the
area manager at the rent office. They were told that their
husbands woul d be given a hearing by Louis Koch, then
Chief Director of the Adm nistration Board. Botha was

el ected the | eader of this delegation, called the Zw de
Resi dents Association, at a neeting of all the residents of
Zwi de 4 on a Sunday in early 1979.

Bef ore seeing Koch the residents nmet with the (al so one
nonth ol d) Kwaford Residents Association chaired by M

Z. Skozana, a little store owner.

"W went to see Koch and were net with arrogance. W

canme back and convened neetings, WIberforce May and
nysel f, every Sunday, at the Dan Qege Stadium W called
these neetings through a megaphone early in the

norni ngs, while driving around our area!"

"Lamani, Yeko and Skoxana were old and tricky politicians
- Councillors, and they had sone foll owi ng. They phoned

me at Ford, and wanted to neet with us from 2Zwi de. | was
wor ki ng with Dumi | e Makanda and Dennis Neer - they

were not keen that | should see them- ny attitude was
different.- These people had some support, and were
tal ki ng about forming a bigger Port Elizabeth body. The

i ssues were becom ng nuch broader, and we needed to

i nvol ve everybody."

"So | met with them It was a risk - if it went badly, _ny
executive would have fired me. But | felt that if we went
ahead wi thout the support these people had, we would split
the township. My interest was to get the people.™

"My approach with these people (we net in Septenber

1979) was that we wanted to formone municipality for Port
Eli zabeth - we did not’ want to replace the comunity
councils. W wanted the total destruction of the councils
and one nunicipality, and we said that we would not work
with people’ in the structures. This was in the constitution
of the Zwi de Residents Association."

"They said, afternmuch argument, that they were willing to
di ssolve their conmttees and give over our menbership

to you - | said we’d organise a public neeting to do just
that."

"I met with ny executive - they were very happy with this!
We realised that one ran a great risk of these experienced
politicians hijacking our public nmeeting. So we put the
Zwi de and Kwaford Residents Association on the

platform and them mthe first row of the Centenary Hall
O herwise, with their eloquence, they would all have got

el ected. | chaired the neeting, on 10 Cctober 1979, and



resi dents agreed that we shoul d conbi ne our bodies into
the Port Elizabeth Black Civic Association (PEBCO) .
There we el ected PEBCO s first interimconmmittee, whose
taskwas to draft a constitution and then dissolve at a public
neeting at which the actual PEBCO conmittee woul d be.
elected." (8)

The 10 el ected i ncluded Botha as Chairperson, Mono

Badel a (who brought the Watsons into township rubgy);

Dan Qege; M Sogoni the Lawyer, and Messers Sonyal o,
Skosana, Madope, Paul o Tshurme, A. Yeko and J ohn Kani

the actor.

This committee performed its tasks and nmet with Koch
repeatedly and generated rmuch interest and ruch

publicity. 71) days later, on 30 Cctober 1979, PEBCO was
officially launched with Botha as Chairperson at a neeting
of 8 or 9 000 residents’ In New Brighton’” 5 Centenery Hall
The mass novenent was begi nning to energe.

Events noved quickly for PEBCO That sane day Botha

was Ered' from Ford for his involvment in PEBCO This
precipitated a strike at Ford the next day, and PEBCO

were into union politics instantly. The existing unions
rejected the strike: Fred Sauls called it "political" and
asked his union, the National Union of Mtor, Rubber and
Allied Wrkers (NUMWARCSA) to stay out of it. The

pai d- of f workers formed the Ford Cortina Wrkers’

Committee, elected Botha chairnman and Dumle ’

Makhanda, Dennis Neer, Government Zini and R Tou as’

its conmmttee. Fromthis group, eventually the trade union
Mot or and Al lied Conponents Wrkers Union of South

Africa (MACWSA) energed

Ford refused to speak to the Ford Wrkers’ Committee,
claimng instead to speak to the Union. The Union

woul dnl't represent the strikers, claimng that the strike was
political. An inpasse was thus forned.



W

PmCO t hen took the pressure to Ford. "Boycott Ford
products. W also called for a boycott of white-owned

shops’ 1n town. The idea was to pressurise business to

pressurise government, then Ford would give in. So that's

where we began to call for boycotts of all sorts!", Botha

says. (8)

After form ng PEBCO, branches were established in
kwaZakhel e. Wal ner and New Brighton. Dr Nt hatho

Mot | ana of the Soweto Conmittee of Ten visited in

Novermber to offer support. The U tenhage Black Civic

Organi sati onwas forned on B October 1979, and steering

comm ttees were established in Gaaff-Reinet and

Cradock. The Mal abar Rat epayers Associ ati on becane

affiliated. By January 1980 there were 3 000 card-carrying

menbers of PEBCO. A plan was afoot to begin a youth

| eague.

On 6 January 1980, a New Brighton PEBCO rally of 3 000

peopl e decided to call a one day stay-away on 14 J anuary

to coincide with a proposed tour of WAl mer Township by

a Deputy Mnister. On the 9th January Ford re-instated

its strikers - PEBCO had reached a hi ghwat er - mar k

The next day Botha, and Phal o Tshune and Mono Badel a

were detai ned. They were held until 27 February, and were

served with three year banning orders on rel ease. Botha

could not work at a factory in ternms of this banning order

He tried to live selling fruit and vegetables, and on 1 My

he left South Africa and joined the ANC

Fromt he foundi ng of PEBCO to the bammng of Bot ha was

a period of all of 3 nonths. That's about as much space as

the Security Police would allow a black political nmovement

at the tine, and, by the tinme-honoured device of

i mobilizing a new and fragil e | eadershi p, PEBCO was

put down.

PBBCO s "achi evenments were twofold: firstly, it put the

mass back into politics, albeit briefly, and secondly showed

that nobilization could be achieved around civic issues.

Bot h were consi derabl e achievenents at a time of nassive

suppression, a |lack of political confidence in the townships,

and a prevailing deference to conservative, elder, politics.

PBBCO s actions at Ford asserted the political novenent

_ over the trade union on civic issues in Port Elizabeth, a

trend that continues today 1n this area, and it reveal ed,

synmbolically, the takeover by young politicians, of the

platform hel d by’ nactive el ders.

PHCO fell because it had not strategised around its

| eader shi p being taken out, and probably because of the

still unprepared nature of AN C underground activity, and

PEBCG s | ack of contact with the ANC

i It was spontaneous stuff, the politics of the first three

nont hs of PEBCO, and the return of mass politics to South

Afri ca.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF CRI Tl CAL

MASS | N THETOANSHI PS

Mal usi Moul wana descri bes the period between J une 1976

andt he begi nni ngs of the canpaigns of the UDF as a

peri od of the "devel oping of critical mass, whereby the later

canpai gns becane possible". It’'s a good phrase, and the

peri od 1980-84 was, it seens, the period of the

devel opnent of this critical mass, this weight of township

activismand backup, that made the revolution of the

m d- 1980’ s possi bl e.

There were a nunber of devel opnents’ 1n the period from

the dem se of Thozanile Botha s PEBCO, to the 1984 F

nmass UDF canpai gns, and these devel opnents set up the

politics of the nmid 19805.

Firstly, the Erst nobilisation of the periodwas of secondary

school pupils, mo the Congress of South African Students

(COSAS)’ 1n June 1979.195 first president was Ifo

Magal i es fromthe Northern Transvaal, and its next three,

Wantu Zenzile, Shepherd Mati and M ungisi (Lulu)



Johnson, were all Port Elizabethans, where, as Lulu
Johnson mentions, the core of COSAS support al ways

exi sted. "In the Western Cape we’ d have branches of 12
nmenbers- here’ 1ltwas thousands. "(1 0)

Unl i ke PEBCO COSAS was notivated by, and its

foundation agreed with, the ANC. As Johnson says, "W

can safely come out in the open now, oar) conrades were
fully behind the formation of COSAS.

COSAS afliliated to the UDF at inception, beconing the

bi ggest UDF anmliate, and in 1980 called 100, 000 students
out of schoold on strike. Froma resolution of COSAS s
1982 youth conference in Cape Town, following a call on
Radi o Freedom by diver Tanbo for the youth to gbt

organi sed, sprang the resolution to form youth congresses
in general, and the Port Elizabeth Youth Congress

(PEYCO 1n particul ar.

PEYCO was founded on 19 June 1983, and had, as its
founder president, one of the nmost interesting and

i mportant of Port Elizabethls political personalities,
Mchusel i Jack

Jack was born on a farmi 1n the Humansforp district on 31
May 1958, and after conpleting Std 4 at an Anglican
Primry School, and Stds 5 and 6° mJ effreys Bay, he arrived
in Port Elizabeth in 1975 to do Standard 6 at Cowan Hi gh
School , where he began matric in 1979 and was headboy,
but, due to arrests, detentions and school s boycotts,
finished his matric’ m 1982.

He was sucked’ 1nto politics fromday one in Port Elizabeth,
as the authorities attenpted to return himto Jeffreys Bay.
He and other rural children also | acking the necessary
papers held protests and denpnstrati ons’ m 1975, and won



the right to remain at Cowan. Thus began a lifetine in
politics for Jack

He was in the forefront of planning the formation of

COSAS and was mandated to go to Johannesburg for its

[ aunch m 1979 but- "I got cold feet about it and ran away.

| was afraid of the police." "(11)

Jack had spoken on a number of Thozamile Botha's

PEBCO pl atforns. The Erst of his 13 periods of detention
foll owed a performance on a PEBCO platformin 1979,

where he spoke as a prefect, as chairnan of the Students
Christian Mvenent, and as a nmenber of SASM He was

chai rman of the PB Students Council’in 1980, and in 1982

he led an interimexecutive that restructured the coll apsed
PICO wth'lan Sogoni and others.v They set up the.

el ections that saw CGodol ozi, Histe, Ngozi and others return
as the PEBCO executi ve.

J ack was a Bl ack Conci ousness person until 1981. What

made hi m change was the Security Police' s delight that he
was in BC, and thereby devisive in township politics - "I saw
them seeing nmy role as helpful to themin keeping the AN C
and COSAS at bay - ny utterances agai nst the ANC or
non-raeialismFete sweat music to them | could see in

i nterrogation."

Jack was at the COSAS Conference in Cape Town in 1982

which called for the setting up of youth congresses, and
cane back to Port Elizabeth to do just that. But PEYCO

was to be better thought out. "The experience of PEBCO

and many ot her organisations that have been w ped out by
the eneny was that you can t go out until you have a strong
base. The organisation had to grow fromw thin and that

is howme started to build the organisation, starting to bring
Erl xlI gmal | nunbers of people, inviting people individually."
By’ now t he kwaZakhel e Hi gh School class of 1976 had
linished its 5 years on Robben Island, and Jack assenbl ed
around himfromthis group, his PEYCO Vice President,

Mpumi Qdol o; his adviser, friend, organiser and educator,

M ke Xego; and Alex Rala, until he went into exile.

O hers were Mandl a Madwara, Mcedisi M zizwe and

Vantyi, all of whomwent into exile at one stage or another
M hwabo Ndube came in also, in early '82, and Monde

M anga.

Fromthis energetic and trusted core, PEYCO was

founded as a nass nmovenment with a consolidated

| eadership. But the core of it all was thuzeli Jack

Jack had the qualities needed to be a political |eader
through the revolution of the 19805. Firstly he is a top class .
orator, using hunmour, tradition, and style. He is good

| ooking, and is naturally a people's person. Even the
Security Police liked him- a fact that probably accounts for
Secondly, he had courag e. No other activist |lasted as a

hi gh-profile | eader m Port Elizabeth throughout the

decade. He was banned, detained 13 tinmes, charged twi ce
(but never convicted) tortured and shot at. He kept

com ng back, despite it all

One story reveals his courage. M ke Xego recalls how J ack
cane across a group of youngsters on their way to burn a
house down. "Jack spoke to themas if he had an army, just
around the corner, and if they didn’t go hone they would

be in such trouble. They went hone. It was just his
personality, his presence, that saved the occasion."

And, above all else, Jack was a master strategist. Another
exanpl e reveals this quality. During the height of the 1985
Consumer Boycott, Jack was in detention. He was brought
fromdetention to court, on a trunped-up charge which the
nmagi strate di sm ssed. Jack stood there, a free nan, but
knowi ng the security establishment wi shed himback in jail
Shoul d he bolt? He went to the Chanber of Commerce,

wi th whom he’ d been negotiating the boycott issues, and

got its direetor, Tony Glson, to take himto fetch his clothes
at jail.

O course he was re-detained - he'd thought that out. Hs



conr ades were aghast - why hadn’'t he taken the gap? His

answer? 1’1 told them Pd never take responsibility for trying
to run an organi sation alone, there would be too nmuch
pressure, |I'd have had to call the boycott off. Now the
pressure is on the police- to release us, to end the boycott.
|"mhere to get you all out. " (11) Four days later, they were

all rel eased

Thus far | have nentioned two youth organi sations, one for
hi gh school kids (COSAS) and one for other youth

(PEYCO . There was a third youth organi sation
unstructured, and wi thout public |eadership

These were the Amabutho, a nane derived fromthe thsa

word for warriors who resisted the settler invasion during
the frontier wars of the 19th century. They were the
product of the post-1976 social revolution that had swept
bl ack townshi ps, the product of the overturning of the
customary deference of the youth for their elders, the
products of the classroomrevol ution that had seen the
breaki ng of traditional disciplinary ties running fromold
to young. The amabut ho were the example of the

emanci pati on of young people as the frontline of the
struggl e.

There were no nenbership cards for the Anabutho, and
little formal organisation either. They had fashi oned their
own mlitary structure, bypassing the UDF and its code of
non-vi ol ence and instead declaring their loyalty to the
ANC and Nel son Mandel a. Qtherw se their ideol ogy was
limted to basic slogans and freedom songs. They were
arned with anything they could get their hands on - rocks,
guns, knives, tyres, and nost particularly, petrol bonbs.



They manned the barricades in the great revolt, naking
"5 housewi ves eat soappowder bought during tinmes of
consumer boycotts, petrol-bonbing buses and trucks
noving in times of other boycotts. They ran their own
peopl es courts, often very brutally. They were to becone,
inthe md 805 the cutting edge of our township war, the
footsol diers of the coming revolution
Thus was falling into place the organi sations and the
i ndividuals required to carry forward the revolt of the md
19805.
PEBCO, renodell ed by Jack and others, now had an
eXecutiv' e capable of making it a powerful social force, with
Messrs Hashe, Galela and Godolozi in place, and with
Henry Fazzie, fresh from 21 years on Robben Island, on its:
executive the month he got out of jaul. Ernest Ml gas was
al so there, a storntrooper fromthe Red Location, and
Edgar Ngoyi had al so returned fromthe Island to take his
pl ace on the executi ve.
COSAS and PEYCO were structured and effectively
manned, w th enough executive material to wthstand
normal | ew s of detention. Township wonmen had come
toget her as PEWD al so.
' Robben |sland was shedding its East Cape people by the
early '80s, battle hardened veterans and highly politicised
youngsters. Fanie, Ml gas, Ngoyi, Fihla, Xego, Odolo,
Si zane - they were all back now, ready for the next round.
There was enough | eadership to rotate, and thereby nake
organi sations inpregnable to the detention of the odd
| eader.
In Novenber 1983 the newy | aunched UDF had its first
mass neeting in New Brighton. The concept of the UDF
was explained to the crowd, and PEBCO and PEYCO
speakers gave the UDF s reasons why the new constitution
and the Koornhof bills nust be rejected. An interim UDF
commttee was formed, to nobilise around these and ot her
i ssues.
Mal usi Mpum wana’s "critical mass" was now in place.
/[ THE - REVOLUTI ON, 1984-87
Al that was needed now, was issues, to set off the revolt of
the md 19805. They began to energe. In February 1984
Mat t hew Goni we, a teacher in Cradock, was transferred to
Graaff-Reinet for plainly political reasons. And in August
Thamsanga Li nda, the black mayor of what was then the
Kayamanda Council, evicted a wi dow and her nine
children and took her house for hinmself. Both events
started canpai gns, and the organi sations were rolling.
| have conpiled a 14 page list of just sonme of the events of
the period 198487 in Port Elizabeth and Uitenhage.
attach it to this paper as an Appendix. You will be well
aware of nost of them the killings, the funerals, the
boycotts, the detentions, etc. etc. Instead I will cover this
period by outlining what | see to be the main thrusts of the
revol ution; and of the states’ responses.
Township revolt can be described under four headi ngs:
Mass politicization; 'Peoples’ War"; Ungovernability;
and "Peopl es’ Power". Together they make up a potent
revol uti onarypackage, and, to skip the details, theyworked
out as follows:
0 Mass Polltlclsation: This was effected through nass
neetings, neetings to call for boycotts and to end them
political education canpai gns through street
conmittees, the use of political funerals as a venue for
statenments and Speeches, the proliferation of freedom
songs (Mncidisi Siswana describes how, in 1976, they
had to wite their own freedom songs - there were none
around then), and the proliferation of toyi toyi.
o 'Peoples’ War’ was waged through attacks on police
and police property; on councillors and their property;
on governnment property in general; on sell-outs and
i nforners, perceived or real; on boycott breakers and
on political opponents.



The conmitment of UDF | eaders here was, publicly, to
oppose such behavi our, and, despite desperate
attenpts by the state to prosecute for exanple Edgar
Ngoyi for nmurder, and thuseli Jack for assault, no
charge of violence stuck to UDF | eader. Thiswas the
real m of the nanel ess, facel ess Amabut ho.

o0 Ungovernabillty: The UDF, in Tom Lodgei s words,
presi ded over the largest civil di sobedi ence canpaign
South Africa has seen. Every conceivabl e boycott was
used - 'rent, consuner, bus, school, as well as strikes,
stay-aways and nmass rallies. It becane al nost

i mpossible to render township services, particularly
pol i ce services.

0 ' Peoples’ Power": involved street and area comittees,
def ence oommittees, shop-steward structures; student
representative councils; parent/teacher/student
associ ati ons; peoples’ courts and restructured
education prograns.

Direct political representation was provided in UDF
structures; conmuni cation and organi sati onal

channel s were created from people to | eaders;
education and informati on was di ssem nat ed; debate;
public and private, was encouraged, social. disputes,
were brought to peoples’ courts; parks were built,
rubbl e cleared, crime fought, peoples education
program put into schools by SRC s; and worker power
bui | t byuni ons.



Taken together, this was a mghty potent revol utionary
package.
How did the state respond?
Wth a pretty powerful counter-revolutionary package,
i nvol ving three elenents at |ocal |evel.
0 Political responses: by putting into place bl ack
councils and hol ding themthere, whatever the cost; by
rent evictions to break rent boycotts; by surrounding
New Brighton with razor wire and check-points, to sea
the revolt into black Group Areas; by using nassive
forced renpoval s to destabilise Langa in U tenhage, and
by attenpting themin the Red Location and
Sowet 0-on-Sea in Port Elizabeth.
o Policing responses ranged fromthe Langa Massacre;
to 4500 detentions in Port Elizabeth and Uitenhage;
to the surrounding of entire townships at night and the
forced march of all residents past hidden inforners, for
a "Yes, off to prison" or "No, go hone" identification
parades (or State run peoples’ courts, if you prefer); to
the depl oyi nent of munici pal police capable of hideous
brutality (thrusting truncheons into suspects’ vaginas,
for one); to widescale, brutal torture only stopped by
the widy Or interdicts, and thereafter suffocation
torture to elicit information for it |eaves no marks.
0 Counter Revolutionary responses, including death

squads. In all, at least 6 activists were killed, and three
still mssing, that we know of, by death squads);
danage to property (all |eaders houses were

petrol -bonbed at one stage or another); and the

creation of Ama Afrika vigilante groups to contro

t ownshi ps through enormous brutality.

Let us consider the upshot of these state responses on

bl ack U t enhage.

In late 1986/ early 1987, one African in every hundred in
PO11: Elizabeth/ U tenhagc was in energency detention

and all |eadership was detained, or was on the run; the
entire community of Langa in Uitenhage, 48 000 people or
one third of all black people in U tenhage was picked up
in the winter of 1986 and dunped in the rain and nud on
the other side of town, there to re-erect their shacks while
totally destabilizing their political structures; the Langa
Massacre had gunned down B Langa people, with the
resultant social turmoil and anger, in March 1985; and in
J anuary 1987 Ama Afrika, supported by the police,
destroyed the furniture of all UDF activists, and took

Pa , a nunmber 10

control of kwaNobhule by the sinple policing technique of
not prosecuting one side while you hound the ot her

And quitea powerful counter revolutionary package that

all adds up to, Pmsure you wly.

al

STALEMATE - NEGOTI ATI ONS - THE

19905 |

The results of this revolution and the stateis counters?
Two t hi ngs.

Firstly, stalemate: The state could not close off the
revol uti on, despite barbaric attenpts. And the struggle
could not force the state to abdicate.

Heri bert Adam descri bes negoti ati ons as inevitable under
as he calls it, "a shared perception of stalemate." That we
got in the late ' 803.

And secondly, .negotiatons. The Langa Co-ordi nating
conmittee and the state; between the Consuner Boycott

Comm ttee and the Chanber of Conmerce; and al nost

with the Wiite City Council; and the Departnent of
Constitutional Devel opnent and Pl anni ng began neeting

with the UDF on an agenda about upgradi ng.

The stal emate dragged on through 1987. To test the water,
in late 1987 the state rel eased R vonia veteran Govan
Moeki, to live in Port Elizabeth. It didn't work. A public
neeting | ooked |like attracting 100 000 people. The state



outlawed it. The water was still too hot; but the AN C now
had a man, publicly operating, in Port Elizabeth. It was a

de facto unbanning.

Then, in early 1989, the renaining detainees took their lives
in their hands, and entered into a hunger strike. They were
rel eased, effectively ending the State of Energency. The
1980’ s ended on 15 Cctober 1989 with Rivonia veteran

Raynmond Mhl aba comi ng horme.

The spontaneous revolt of 1976 led to the begi nning of.

mass nobilization in 1979 which led to the formation of
critical mass in 1980-83 which led to the revolt of 1984-87
which led to stal emate, and negotiations, and the rel ease

of leaders fromjail

VWhat’' is left for the 1990's is to consolidate the gains of these
15years, and honour the sacriliees, and adnire the courage
and appreciate the history, of these renarkabl e years,
1976-90. | hope ny paper has done sonething to flush out

your interest, in these events.



This notewill eoyer the font years 1984 - 1987, of African polities in Port Elizabethl U

itenhage. It will be recorded in tabu-
lar form to tadhnme reading.
f '- " Matthew Goniwe was transferred by the De agtnent of Education and Training fromhi

s job as a teacher
in Cradock, to Graaff-Renmet, and 2000 up inmedi ately cane out in a boi’eott of classes. T
he students
al so, at the sane tine, demandegi the riggt to formdenocratically elected S Cs, as oppo
sed to the (then)
V present system of prefeets apponted by the Headmaster. _ .
March ' The schools’ boycott begins to spread. It is icked up in Port Elizabeth and Ut
enhage, each area rovid-
inadifferent set 9f conplaints cranped .asses, the a e linmt |law actions 9f headnast
ers etc). n Port
E beth a Crisis in Educating) ommtee is set up, wit peOple frompolitical, outh, stucie
nts and ar-.
ents associations. . This conmttee wrs a concessi on when 90 students, previo y not accep
ted at sc 001
because of their age, are allowed into school. and pupils return to school in PE
"I 1 Am’ trate bans all neetings of CRADORA and CRADOYA. A neeting of 2000 u ils in Cra
dock is
26 Maneh - dispeagd by the police. Al seven schools in Cradock’s African townshi ps stand
cmgP
30 March Matthew Goni we, his nephew Moul equoni we and Fort Caiata are detai ned. Matthew Go
niwe was to
spend 8 nmonths in detention in Johannesburg’s Di epkl oof Prison

11 April . gith mgetings banned, political activity becone violent and houses are stoned
in Cradoek’s Lingelihle
25 AP," ' dadwell Makavm a, chairman of CRADORA, has his house petrol bonbed at night.

June i CRADORA organi ses a one day protest strike.

, 11 June . A funeral for 2 ANC guerillas, held in Port Elizabeth, is attended by 600 res
i dent s.

16 hm . Police sjanbok and teargas people at Cradock June 16 conmenorations. Viol ence esc
al ates and over

200 people in Lingelihle are charged with arson and being at uplawful gatherings. School e
hilciren stone

police vehicles. In Cradock, rent and schools boycotts are runnm and a consuner boycott o

f white busi -

nesses is called, to protest against the detention of Goniwe and o ers.

July Workers at Vokswagen in Ui tenhage down tools after a scuffle between a white foreman
and bl ack wor -

kers. 4000 workers get |md off Wthout pay. NAAWJ and managenent settle the di Spute quick
ly. s

23 July Atrial be ' for 5 Cradock school children charged with intimdation and alternati

ve charges arising from

the schoo bo cott’in Cyadock

CGoodyear wor ers in U tenhage, on a go-slow for higher wages, are tired.

Align _ 11 Cradock upils char ed with ublie violence, for threate i ublic securi and bui
di n barracades

9 9t across roadspin Lingelihie. p- mg pty g

The bl ack towp councillors of Kwanobuhle in U tenha e call a neeting in the Kwanabuhl e Ha
1, to an-

nounce rental increases. TheK were chased fromthe h and had to be protected by police. T
heir hones

were, fgomthen on, guarded y municipal police. a

20 August - t Sttidents fromsnore than 28 schools in the Eastern Ca e bo eott classes in
rotest at elections to the new’

Tl neaneral Parlianent. The trade union federation F SA calls on wor ers to boycott the tr
i caner al

e ections.

21 August ' ioaggagi, Chairnman of CRADOYA and in detention for 5 nonths, is dismssed fro
m hi s teachi ng post

18 Sept enber Thamsancx: Linda was in.1984 to enmerge as Port Elizabeth' s Kayammandi Counc
|"s domi nant personality.

3 Cctober | In Septemergt becanmejtnown that a g’ que of councillors w shed t9 unseat Myo
r Khaul el a as Chai rman

3 Decenber of the Executive Conmmittee. and appont Linda in his stead. Despite denials, in
early Cctober this hap.

" pened. Two nonths |ater Linda was apponted Mayor, and M S. Baeel a was appoi nted Deputy
Mayor

in a cerenmony nmarl ged by Khauleia's dignified acceptance of this Situation. From now on,



the fortunes oi

the Council and of its flanboyant nmayor became inextricably tied together.

I

7 August Cgincident with his gise in ower, M Linda rose sinultaneously in eontroverx.3 |
n Aut M Nkosina- ,

_ thi Mavela, one of nme e dren of widow Ms Alice Mavela, revealed to the P Her d that hi
s famly

was to be evicted fromtheir spaci ous 8-roomed home in Veepl aas, and re-housed in a 4-roo
m horme. Hi s

nother was u to date with her rental, M Mavel a said. The reason for the renpval was that
Thansanga .

Li nda wante their house, as it was big and next door to his shOp. Linda and the Town C er
k, M Scholtz,

steadfastly refused to conmmrent.



4’ Septenb’ er

7 Sept enber

9 Sept enber

30 Septenber ’

5 Cct ober

211 1985

X une

/.

29 August 1985

26 March 1986

11 Sept enber

a x

Cct ober

4 Cctober |

7 Cct ober

1 Novenber

8 Novenber

,came a Councillor, requesting to take over

am 5

burgl aries he had had at the s op recently. a

" ten

" by rshMavel a.

Ms Mavel a then told the Herald that she had been to the offices of the Town Council tor

ert the mat-

ter. There she met Mayor Khaulela, M.l..in.da and Conn

[1 woul d

be well soon and he wote a letter in which it was stateq the first available b house wou

Id be allocated

to ne. He gave it to one of his constables to be placed inin file at the Zwm e rent onte
M Putu told I

or Putu. "M Lipda promsedt a

nmega; | woigd gave to nove out of the house the next day. had ongnally been told that ny
house was
to cume " ' . t Li;

She was then, with her 9 childrenjlnoved to a 4-rooned house in" Zwide and |ater the rema
i nder of her

bel ongi ngs, still stored at her old ome, arrived on a nmunici al truck and trailer and "th

e | abourers told

me that M Linda had told themto dunp themin the yard | refused to accept them This th

ey did."

Ms Mavela then produced a letter witten b Linda to the Community Councxl m 1982, before
he be-

e house and the garden used bngs Mavel a" because '’

righton: and listing five

' g to look after 111 shop in the evening since | amstaying in New

M R Scholtz, Kayammandi Town C erk, continued that the letter in Ms Mavel a' s gossessio
nwas wit-

M Linda, and it was reported that the request had been turned down as the case was occup
ied .

Instantly, Council’s opponents seized the issue. PEBCO called a mass public neeting, whic
h "resol ved

to demand” the return of Ms Mavela to the house she was "evicted fromto make way for Ms
Li nda."

Li nda refused to comment on these denmands - "There is no pom in saying anything now. Th

s has gone

too far."

Crowmds athered at Linda's sho , demanding a boycott of it until Ms Mavela was returned t

o her house.

Council %ecided to auction the ouse instea . _

Before this could happen Ms Mavel a went to court, claining that she was illegally "evict

ed" fromthe

house by fraud. deceit and trickery, and that M Linda had noved into the house after she
had left. In a

replying affidavit, M Scholtz claimed that Ms Mavel a had been noved as the compl ex ntlq

dnmg her

hone was to be sold. In his replying affidavit, M Linda alleged that the |legal action wa

s instigated by

the UDF and PEBCO for pohtical reasons, because of their opposition to_town councxls. The
ma! was

del ayed, and settled, and the settl enent was nmade an order of court. By this settlenent M
rs Mavel a was

progxded with another 8-rooned house in Maku Street, and her previous home was to be sold



by pubhc
ten er.
Subsequent! the only tender received for the house was from Thansanga Li nda, who was then
awar ded
the house in eepl aas.
Two nonths later, arsonists destroyed the house.
On being rebuilt, the house was returned to Ms Mavel a and her children, who i nmedi ately
sai d she
owed her "victory" to the UDF comrunity or anisations that had rallied around her. M $ch
oltz stated
that the reason Ms Mavela could be retune was that Linda had never come forward Wth the

deposi t

promi sed in his tender, and as such his purchase was forfeit.
TheKayamandi Council in Port Elizabeth decided to inplenent a wide ran? of increases in
t ownshi p

sence char es. From 1 Decenber, shack dwellers were to be chargad R25 or services (as ain
st the
existin RLO and | odgers were to be upped fromR3 per nmonth to 15 (for a single parent ami

ly) or

R25 ( or a full faintly).

This issue provided PEBCO with another rall ' g point, and PEBCO held a ublic neeting at
whi ch 8000

peopl e voted to stay-away fromworlt on 26 ovenber and called on resi ents to bciycott re
nt of fices,

and al so the Devel wrent Board' s hquor outlets, and be 11 Mayor Linda's shop. EYCO COSAS
the Port Elizabeth oman’s Organi sati on (PEWD MA SA and GAUSA supported these calls.
Counci | i mredi at el gbacked dew;, and decided not to inplement the service charges. Deputy M
ayor -

Lnda said this was ecause of objections received (fromthe Redhouse Benevol ent Society 0O
the E

Charity Organi sation).

These two i ssues provided PEBCO with what they needed to nobilize a mass follow ng, and t
hi s PEBCO

did with considerable skill.

The Education Charterjslaunched in the Eastern Cape. Regional structuresare set up on whi
ch ASASO _

COSAS, and NUSAS sxgointly. Over 1000 students attend an AZASO COSAS neeting. It is estim
ated

that 48 000 pupils m59 astern Cape schools are now affected by the school s boycott.

Egg matricul ahts in Port Elizabeth boycott their exans. DET agrees to postpone the exans
to February

Li nda Eersonally, and Council by inplication, was now plun
DF. liinda

began y threatening to ban churches who
ations’ he de-’

scribed as "part and parcel of irrelevant bo ies’ in African townships. This confirm UDF
beliefs that |

headl ong into war with the U

ave their halls or nmeetings of political oganis



8 Novenber cont.

$28 Novenber

- 29 Novenber
'19 Decenber
Decet nher

3 Decenber

17 Decenber

(a

January

16 January

21 January
February

4 February

14 February

Council was refusing to rent their halls to UDF bodies, and gave evidence to PBBCO | eader
. 0.

CGodi fgozi who claimed that "Council is working hand in glove with the police in harassing
i nnocent

pup ." .

PEBCO then threatened to boycott both the liquor outlets of the Devel opnent Boards, and C

oun-

cillors’ businesses, if the hall ban was not lifted; Linda replied - Council would not ab

andon its ,

stand on the situation because of threats by "l oose organistions’ to bo tt Council. Wen
PEBCO

called for his resi ation, he replied: 'How can the o

tionsl by non-residents claimman
aates of the peop e. Who are the ', and, "All UDF ' ates, partigularly PEBCO are led b n
Sgéidents because their ieaders 0 not own honmes. :1’'hey are pphtically i muature people w
gogf-to intimdating tactics to gain support and manpul ate residents: - .
Linga then chal |l enged | eaders of organisations affected by his halls’ han to a debate - M
La?%g_gg PEBCO cal | ed the chal | enge a nockery, "because M.Linda IS not a politician but
gegsgnt who was there to see to the inplenentation of regulations related to governnment p
SZEZerning blacks.” . "1
L!nda then stated that Council would ask the Mnister of Law apd Order to ban the UDF and
a}ﬁfliates in the area of Council’s jurisdiction. "There ations stand for destructiou and
as

| ong as they do not change their stand. we will.not allow at rubbish to continue after th
eir neet-
ings to stone buses and houses." Stringent action was to be taken to uproot the UDF and

ts affil-

iates in Port Elizabeth. ,

Al so, township residents should dissociate thenselves fromtrade unions, Linda urged, as

t hese

uni ons stood only."for destruction and engagi ng m boycott pohtxes."

Li nda cl osed 1984 with an unveiled threat to those who joined the workers’ unions and civ
iclor- "’

gani sations, that theg woul d have to approach PEBCO when they had to apply for houses, as
Coun-

cil would not helpt em - V.

There is the funeral of COSAS nenber M chael Nonci, killed by police in Port Elizabeth.

The hone of Fikile Kobese. a national organiser for MACWXA and | ater to becone the first
chairman of the Uitenhage Residents Conmmttee (URECO 1s petrol bonbed and his’lyounger
brother Lesl ey Kobese, is killed. This is shortly after Kobese has accused Town Coun ' or
Ben-

jam n 16mm of |eading vigilante attacks on nms hone.

Pol i ce breakup the vigil for Lesl ey Kobese, and detain sone nourners.

I n Decenber, Matthew Goniwe is released fromdetention and becones the UDFs rural or-

gani ser, and_ a nenber of its |ive person executive. CGoniwe substiguently helped to form
Cvic O.

f (ani sations 111 Adel ai de, Ford Beaufort, Cookhouse, Kirkwood, anover, Col esberg. Al enndr
ia,

' entou-on-Sea, Steytlerville, Mtherwell and Noupoort.

Menbers of the Ilinghele Town Councilresign on niasse.

Police open fire on a crowd in KnaNobuhl e - the next day three policenen’s houses are bur



nt

down, and police fire birdshot at crowds - two further houses are torched.

Vigilcfor 16-year-old M hethel eli Mkhapi broken up by police in KwaNobthe - mourners ar-
reste . -

Stay;away s ested at PEBCO neetinra. |" i
Pupi cl i ssgo bac to school, but set 30 Ap as the deadline whereby DET nust respond to thei
r de-

man .

The conflict around African education intensifies, particularly in U teuhage, where col ou
red

schools also begin to sta -away.

Secondary schools in PE): Gaaff Reinet, Sonerset Ws .Mssel Ba and Humansdo as well as
the quer Trainin College boycott in sohdanty thh Itenhage s ools - Rev Allan endrickse
accuses students O trying to insult and enbarrass him

U tenhage Parents Committee (UPC) formed to arbitrate on the escal ati ng boycott. COSAS re
p_

resentatwes neet thh IhlS conmttee. -

Police tire on a crowd of 200 in KwaNobuhl e after a house is torched. Then a bus is torch
ed by

50 yout hs.

U tenhage Wonens’ Organsation formed.



18 February

253- February. /,

February

3. Februury

7 February

17 February

17 February

Febr nary

i 25 February

3 Mai’ch

7 March

' 8 March

11 March

13 March

15 March

16 - 17 March

17 March

18 - 22 March

19 March

Pupils at the Uitenhage Secondary School claimto have been beaten by SAP with quirts.
The school s boycott ends on the understanding that the new academi c year will begm on Mar
ch 18.

Al'l KwaNobuhl e Conmmunity Councillors, except M Benjanmin Kinikini, tesiyx.

. Ki ni kini’'s house is stoned.
1 2? - 1
i 9 facture in Port Elizabeth will close down. This subsequently costs ort Elizabeth 500
0j obs.
| Meanwhil e PEBCO had been proposing a work stayaway in Miuch, but in premature press |eak
led to
Ford Motor Co of Port Elizabeth and Anglo Ameriea’s Amour me V hhd announce that Ford mmn
u_ 1
FOSATU rejecting the idea.
1 - UDF organisations nmet with non-UDF unions, and proi nsed stayawey for three reasons:

i a:tlayawa . The unions are called into join the sta way conmttee - they refuse, and P
EB

-. it one.

retrenchnment of workers which resulted in mass unenp oynent;

the AMCAR- FORD nerger; . U

the increase in petrol pnces.

The unions, after consulting their nenbers, clained they could not support the stayaway.
PEBCO hol ds a neeting of 2000'in Port Elizabeth, and a hallot is held which cones out in
suggort of s

oes

e conmttee sets the date of 16-17 Marc for a |’ black weekend fa sta -.at-honme, with y-
cott of white shops) and the 18th is to be a work stayaway. Both are to app y to xtenhage
as wel L

31;? is nolw continual violence between vigilqgntes allegedly attached to community counce
[lors, and

0 es. '

Cl ashgscugth police esm ate, and township funerals begin to happen regularly, weekend aft
er wee-

kend, of township residents who died in the unrest.

Lulanma Ntsesi is buried, a victimof unrest.

3 teachersfprom nentin the U tenhage schools boycott are transferred. A neeting of over 1
000 resi -

dents call or their renstatenent. i 1

Vi ol ence in Langa, U tenhage, sees one man and one wonan dead.

Three youths arrested in Rosedal e, U tenhage, after a bus is stoned.

The Law ence Vinqui Library in KwaNobuhle is torched.

A man is killed after hurhng a petrol-bonb at the police.

Kinikini’s hone is stoned again. - ,

A: potllilceman’s home in KwaNobuhl e is petrol -bonbed. Residents claim Zulu policenen are
terrori-

s em

8131qu turbul ance becones w despread in African eongnmunities, as the 'Bl ack Wekend' appr
oaches.

PEBCO, PEYCO and UYCO do extensive canpai gnnmg and panphl eteeri ng before the stayaway.

Uni ons hold a neetixig and decide not to suppor the stayaway.

A neeting between the uhions of the UDF organisations ends with the Unions rel easing a pr
ess state-



nment re-enphasisng their objections to the stayaway, but would not nobilize against it.

The Port Elizabeth Chanber of Conmerce, Afrikaanse Sakeltaner, the mayors of Port Elizabe

th and

U tenhage and the police issued statements urging workers not to stay away.

"Bl ack Weekend" of mourning, stayaways and the consunmer bo cott of white businesses. Afte

r the

wel | supported stayaway, PE CO nenbership nctreases fromto 18000 very quickly.

PFP MPC Mol Iy Bl ackburn bursts in on policemen torturing young Norman Kona in the Uitenha

ge

Police Station.

Bet ween t hese dates, nore than 120 000 bl ack workers sta ed away from _wo:;k in the Port

Eli-

zabetb/ U tenha e area for at |east one day, in a stayaway that e Labour Montonng G oup fo

und to

be 90% success in Port Elizabeth, and 36% successful in Uitenhage.

Eews dapeys reported 9 people died in unrest in the Eastern Cape over the "Bl ack Wekend"
The’

er wites:

According to Col onel Van Rogyen, folice were stoned at the Ben Senuka School in New Brigh

ton, Port

El i zabeth. A shot It was' fire byt e police, and two nen fell, he said. A. the crowd ' ree

d, one of

the bodies was it led into a car, which raced 0,02 The other body was’'that of an unidenti
ed 26 year old

man. Col Van ooyen said... Anothernman died |last night qgfi’erpolice d a shotgun at about 3
0 peopl e
stoning their vehicle in Mdtherwell. The dead man was 19 yea: old, 1 Van Roayen said... |
n Uten-

hage' s Langa townshi ps, three petrol bonbs were thrown at apolice vehicle. The bonb: exp
oded under



19 March cont. | the vehicle but _only slight damage was caused. A 22year old "tan was sh
ot and killed... A house and

t t shack belonging to two pgllcemen I n Langa were destnyed by jinn..

19- March 4 pecgtal bonbs were thrown at the house of Me Sipho Hnshe, P-CO s secretary, a
t 1.45m causi ng

amame. ' , 1,
Soon afterwards another petrqgl bgnb is thrown at the hOre of M Ernest Ml gas, the organ
sing seed.

retary of PEBCO - it failed to ignite. .

- 19 March Uitenha e Youth Congress (UYCO holds a nmass neetlnF and calls for a sta away

on the let Mrch

to bury the unrest victins. A weekend funeral ban IS tn p ace, so this day is elt to be

appropri ate.

20 March A’ trate, at there nest of the police (which application M Justice Kannemneyer

subsequent |y

i calle devious") bans e funeral for the next day. - a

21 March ' An’ unsuceessful petrol bonb attack is nade on the hone bf M Ndabuzovuyo Mnl
pi, a worker at.

the South AfrieanCouncil of Churches (SACC).

21 March Tensions had now reached burs ' int, an a | argengrou of blacks frotn Townshi in
Ui ten-

hage began to march to KnaNob_ e to atten the eral t had been mfact, anned. n the edge
of white Uitenhage, through Wich the had to pgss to get to KwaNobuhl e, they were eonfgon

ted vy

- two police vehicles and a contingent 0 .SAP who nmstructec! then: to disperse, and the r
est 15 history. ,

. -. . V., Further details are in the section-of thxs re rt on Township attitudes to the
SAP% m

t ' 7t the end of it all, what 113.5 been ternmed e Langa Massacre saw 20 bl acks shot y t
he police, 17 of-

, . Whomhad been’shot in their baeks ,as-they (led the ohoe fire" _n . . . .

That night, the homes of 13 oheenen are petrol nbed, and all black pohcemen hvimg m Uttt en-
hage’s two bl ack townshi ps ga_ and KwaNobuhl e) have to be evacuated to tenporary quarters

" In the words of the histonan, Martin Mirray: . .

As word of the bloodbath spread, Lan and nearby KwaNobuhl e | oded. For the next two days,

"Uiten-

hage was silent. ... The Town’s Bl a workforce was conspi cuousagy its absence fromthe stre

ets during

| the rush hourand no buses were seen in the township(s).’” Langa was in "a state of virtu

al seige as po- ’

[icemen in an assortmen! 0 vehicles, in cluding annondpersonnel carriers, nounted W ock

S at every

entruncel. Utenha e was outh Africa’ s autonotive centre, just north of Port Elizabeth a

ong the Indian

Ccean coastline. e outlying towshi ps of Langa and KwaNobuhl e provide the bul k of e Black
| a-

bourfor the autonpbile-relatedplants there. In nlpn'sals for the Langa Killings, crowds a

ttacked town

council l ors and Bl ackpol i cemen, seen as acconp tces of the white mnority regi ne. The sec

urity police

banned all neetin in the Ui tenhage townshi ps, warningresldents not to assemle in gnu s o

f More than

four. Despite this, waNobuhl e was a scene ofdevastatton. 'Thele's a veil of teargas over

e town, houses

are bumy helicopters ate circling - it’'s a hihtening annosphere! In the w despread ’'reve
n attacks"
agai nst those suspected a collaboration, 'et’ teen houses were burned down in Tinus, ano

er near by

townshi p. I n KwaNobuh e, youths destnmye the hones a at |east el’ teen policenen in petn
bonb at -

tacks and | ooted shag: that rehued to support the hasti rgam se stgaway. Angry nobs kille
d and

burned at | east seven |acks accused of beng ’'sell-outs’, including T.B. "nikz ni, the on
y remmining town ’
council lor in KwaNobuyle. He refused to resi . The owner of a jimeral parlor, Kinikint’ h

ad amassed a

smal [ fon’ une by township standargts. His 33 ,000horme, a |uxury mansion comaned with the
rudi men-

tary dwel |l gtgs of nobst township reszdents, was ransacked and burned. (His was outh Africa
"sfirst ' neck-



- ace’ nur er . .

On 24 Marc armmy and police units threw a cordon anund Uitenha as a crowd estinmated at 35,
000x.

1510M surroundi ng townshi ps attended a funeral for the nbst recent b ack victins of the p
olitical unrest.

Troo s and police stoodguard inpassiwa along the mute of the funeral pntession and atstra

t egcpointr
- inc udily the entrances to lesidential areas and factory gates - in and mund Uitenha
A e cmwd

converge on KwaNobuhl e, governnent trays nade no attenpt to halt or disrugt it. n KwaNobu
hl e,

the scene after three (1 s of noting resenble a warzone: streets were blackened y petro
bonbs, bani -

cadespal aal | y bl ocke mai n thoroughfares, and suspected allies of the white mnority regim
e snoul der ed

under a grey winter sky. . 'V

22 - 23 March gwargobuhle Beerhall is torched, as is the bottlestore there, owned by the
East Cape Devel opnent

oar . a a

Menori al stOppages happen at all factories inthe area - 97% of the workforce absent thens
el ves on

the Thursda nan 97% on the Friday.

The Rand ally Mail estinmates that 46 councillors ve up their posts mthe wake of the nass
acre:

certainly in Port Elizabeth 8 dld, Including the past- ayor and the Deputy Mayor. _

Many councillors had their honmes gutted, and possessions destroyed, by angry nobs of town
shi p yout h.

27 March : M Justice Donal d Kanneneyer begins his one-nman enquiry into the nmssacre.

29 March The Security Forces prohibit outdoor gatherings in 18 nmagisterial districts int
he Eastern Cage.

. . For the first time, the ANC I S bl agned when Depu Forei Mnister Louis Nel tries to ti
et e ANC"’

and the SAC? to the UDF, claimng "uncontrovem le evi enee of an orchestrated attenpt by
forces

from beyond our ’border, joined by gadical elenments inside the country, to make the count
ry ungov-

ernabl e and to brng about a revolutionary Situation." "1 n i



Force 1S in Cape townshi ps.

35000 mourners attend a funeral at Zwide for what was called in the Rand Daily Mail. 'the
| ar gest

funeral in Port Elizabeth’s nmenory." The com were draped with ANC fl ags.

The Deputy M nister of Law and Order conEns that, for the first tine, 'The South African
Def ence

0 After the funeral there were clashes with the police.

Police kills a youngster in Langa.

The cycl es of unrest and yi ol enee were now becom ng uncontgol | abl e. Youngsters were nore

and nore

to the fore, attackiw pohee, councxllors, anyone felt to be an 'nmpinpi’ (sell-out). Polic

e action become -

| essandl esscontro ed. * . I ._ .- . .. - . . _ "

In such a context the exertxon of |eadershrp, control and dzscxhne was next to xnpossrble
as the UDFs

secretarial report conceded at the national conference on pm 5: "In nany areas organi sat
ions trai

behi nd the masses thus naking it nore difficujt for a dxsciplined mass action to take pla

ce. Mre often

there is a spontaneity of aetxon mthe townships.

A crowd, estimated at 7000, buried four youth killed in unrest, in Zwi de, Port Elizabeth.

Teargas was repeatedly fxred by the police at the crowmd. A Ms Cetu, previole a councillo
r on the

Ka di Commit!fl apol ogxsed to the crowd for 'oining the council and said 5 e had now res
gned

“"to on the side of e op e.
xons,

were to becone a wee y event now. |,

Over this Easter weekend, or: Easter’ Saturday, at Patata Kani’s funeral (a nenber of AZAP
O, Rev

Mewandi | e Magina clains hrs ne was first threatened by COSAS youth. This begins, he claim
s, the

war that was to engul f AZAPO and the UDF

Police kill two people, one in Kwankhele and one in Zwide, in eEorts to di sperse crowds.
60 000 nourners attend a funeral in U tenhage for 27 people killed there - Fikile Kobese
chaired the

funeral, and the funeral was |aden w th enotxon.

A crowd of 35 000 buriesjiunrest victins ih Zw de.

.oooa ]

Youths carried the com'- o! 15 hnretl vle-

thme shoul der-Mghzj o ZwW de cenetery on

1 Fturdlyulelt: | mnmonbnnco at M

. em| Mateu,"58, ehllrmanhol tho

- mundwenl j| ghef Prlnery Seheol com

- mttuWwn-ni

Such funerals, wi resigmg councillors making public resignat

4 h. 75,



| Sluch deaths and funeral s becanme conmonpl ace now - we will only record exceptional event
s from
ere one. - h
An attack was made on the honme of Ms Ivy Gdnnl ai esi dent of Port Elizabeth Wnmen's O gan
sa-
tion (PEWD , a UDF grouping.l Ms Gcrma says N533. M Klaas and M Mj ongfsn of the
t leadership 0 AZAPO entered er hone, and were rep by her youth guard. Rev zwandtle
; Magi nggee se arate section of this report on Rev Magma) appeared and tired shots nto th
e guard.
1 She co ontetrhimand she and her da ter eventually repul sed them Wth hot water. Nguna
S
house is subsequently rai ded by UDF you - he was not at home and they |eft.
. SQApd
30 Aprll As pupils have not got the assurances they wish for fromthe BET, the schools bo
ycott’ recomen-
- ces
1 M. ", t " w
"y ' The Cradock, KwaNobuhl e, Humansdorp and Nomyano Bl ack councils are now not operatin
g. as al
councillors have resigned. . . | . - . _

The Eveni ng Post wrote: A smmenng confrontation between affiliates of the UDF and the
AZAPO h
in Port Elizabeth has broken into the o n." .
Edgar Ngoyi, regional chairperson of e UDF, has hi shogm petrol - bognbegl at night. - . .
Hi s front door was hacked, and he pushed a couch august it to prevent it beng o ned. He
as hit
gt: thg-211 head with an iron rod. Three petrol bonbs dn’t penetrate the fine-mes burglar

proofi ng,
e sax . . . -
In Maina’s words: "Op 3 Mei 1985 het hlle hul 105 chars te Njold Plein, New Bri ton, waa
r UDF
en 0 mekaar aanhoudend aangeval het." 1 AZAPO nenbers nove into agi na’ s horme.
rson of UDF, is petrol-bonbed and his doors axed by what
: 5 daughter saw Magina in the group.
3 May
4 NMay
The hone of Henry Fazzie viee-ch’
he describes as an AZAPC) gang"
UDF personality Mono Badel a was abducted | g 100 AZAPO yout h, and taken to Magi na’s horne.

ﬁhere he was assaulted and.axed in the head. e had 10 gushes in his head which were stitc
hed at

Li vi ngstone Hospital. Magma adnitted the assault, clainmmg it had happened because Badel a
had

sent youth to stone Magma 5 house.

4 May

8 May ’

Three nenbers of the five man PEBCO executive M Qagawul i Godol ozi, the President, M Sip
ho

Hashe, the Secret pnd M Changign Galela, disap eared while on a journey together to neet
a .

British Enbassy 9 1lcm at the Port hzabeth . rt. 0 date, no evxdence as to their whereabo
uts

has been concl uswely estabhshed, and their f es are applying to the Suprene Court to make
t he

T BN

H

" Eh enphi al sanba
rwmm . H

Momma

Hy JI MW MATH!
It nmrlal urvirr (M
M Qagawul i um nlczl.
| nrmer president ul the
1
. ' Port Ellzaheth Illark (’iv-
[c Orgnnlsntluu, who dts-
" -’ g d appeared last May. wll
.. . 1 he held at the .| C Mius
Mthotlill Chnrrh In
Dal u. Kwnal |l cle. today.



A spokesman ’'ur the

" rhun’h. M Mu Madl | n-
gozi, said the ska-e.

whi ch would stnt It
"SJilpm had hrcn u-
raugcd by the church and
the urea comittee.

M Madlinxozl said M

Sl pho |l uhe and M

Phampl on Gal a-1a. ns
tary ant orgnnlslnl sec-
retary | or Pebcn. who dis-
appeared with M
(:ntulwd. would al so he
renmenbered tn prayers.
Mel hodl st mnllten

and ot her nenmber! o! the
I nl erdenam nnt | onl |

Mtun Mnlstrrs’ Asunci-
atlon ot Suuth Alrlcn (hta-
mmu) woul d conduct the
:crvl ce.

M  Godol ovl and his ,
cel | eagun dl xappear eol
on May | alter leu-Ing .
thelr hum snyl nx they
wore xolnx to nmeet a
menber at the Ilrltlsh

[-inlhnny at thr Il P Vor-
woerl|l Mport In |'ort
El | mhcl h.

' The late M Brian mn-

nv, Inrmu-r rhnlroamn M

the Cnpc Town-basrd Cv.

Il mghlt League. snld at

the time It I’ M nnmum

that the nen wre

stopped at a roadhl nrk.

1" he Leann- nltrrrd a

Rt 000 reward for |nlornv

atlm -

The United Denocratlc

Front, to whlch Pohco Is

attilinled. also conducted

Its own | nvullgatlons Into

t he dl samarance ol the

prospect at am

mm

The mk’r juian In the

snnrch lur M |1 nshe and

M Calela nttvr they were

ralmslm to data hy their

[nntlim

The tam Il es ol the nen

twi ce applied unw aps.

lully 1o the PM ElIl zahrth

Supreme ()nurl calllnl on

tho pollee to prudmc

t hem

The second applicat!l oh

was W | hdnnvn by the

Inm1lu alter they

cl ai med they had been

"m sl ed” and had unlined

tho- appltcatl mhad no

A AWJLI GODOLQZI' second fromleft) with M CHAMPI ON GOLELA. assl stant secre-

t Nal kQaPFeb’ eb. " (1 emvr - HE(NRY FAZZI E, vl ce-presldent ol the uor (Eastern Cape) and M

EDGAR NGOYI. (rlght) president at tho UDF (Eastern Cape) durlng a Press conlerenco In
Marsh tut year.

- .- H#-
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, 8 May cont . SAP rel ease them as rumours Persist that they were seen in police custody
afterwards. The SAP deny
this, but rumour of police invo vient in their di sappearanees persists. X
8 May The hone of Elizabeth Hashe, wife of Sipho Hashe, attacked - bullets tired at it.
| 10 May A large group of youths, led by Mhuseli Jack, secure the release of 4 abducted
yout h held at Magina's
a home. - ,
11 May Peace tal ks between AZAPO and the Ul)? held, brokered by Rev De Villiers Sega.
" (See picture in section on Magina). t .
14 May . AZAEE yout h apprehended with petrol bonb at Ms Gdna's honme - he tells her Magin
a sent himto
attac er. ' - .
19 May UDF executive Sigelo Apleni shot in his hand near his hone. Assailant fl ees.
Elid O M! Rev De Villiers Soga invites Magi na and AZAI 30 to an interdenom nati onal serv
ice at Dan Qege sta- ’
dium to create peace. The crowg turns on Magi na who just excapes with his life. Afterwar
ds he
claims to have been tricked into gony.
The 15 month Cradock schools hoycett, South Africa’ s |ongest ever, is called off in order
to keep the
school s open.
"3 June | A petrol bonb is thrown at the home of UDF's Qugawuli Godol ozj. who has anyway
di sappear ed.
M's Gsodol ozi believed Magi na was anongst the attackers, and cl ai ned she heard soneone re
ferred
to as " ergeant”. [
4 J une M Justice Kanneneyer delivers his report to the State President (see section on
Attitudes to Police).
5 J une . UDF's Morio Badela has his home gutted i1l) apetrol bonb attack. .
Maqgi na bl aned the "third force" - Badela said it was AZAPO behind this, the last in a sen
es of attacks
on him He left town.
7 J une ' UDF' s Edgar Ngoyi’s house was destroyed in a petrol bonb attack. Magina said he
was "investigat-
ing the incldent , and warned the UDF to halt attacks on AZAPO hones.
8 June Pakam sa NogWaza, a 24 year-old, was brought by his nother to N oyi’s house to den
y his invol vhent
in AZAPO, and to obtain Ngoyi’'s blessing. gayi is called off to e phone down the road, an
din his
absence his guard of young conrades nurder . ogwazo. They accused himof mvolvnment in the
bur ns
ing of Ngo 5 hone. a
Ngoyi and ' wife and seven others were subsequently arrested and charged for murder. Ngoy
i was
kept in custody until Decenber.
12June ' Mali i of SACC hashi shouseagai npetr ol bonbed.
Two po nenbers have their ones petrol borbed.
16 June Zanile Mazantsana, an ANC trained guerilla, hurls two handgrenades - one at Magin
a's hone, and
one at his car. Magma survives.
18 J une Ten ouths were burnt when the honme of UDF' s Ernest Ml gas was petrol bonbed. It
was the third
attac in a few weeks on Mal gas’s hone.
An attenpt was nmade at the sane tine to bonb MACWUSA' s Thenba Duze’s hone. Both attacks
were bl aned on AZAPO, and Magi na bl amed "the third force"
22 J une Mourners pack the Nazareth Apostlic Church in Zwi de for the funeral of 5 unrest
Vi rtues.
They get teargassed afterwards.

5-8 . . |

non who pi cked the Nazareth Apottollc Churc
A section 0! the thousands oi nour

% rnhl nod hurmus! n! "m "nun vintlm.

8
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UDF’' s executive menber Matthew Goni we, CRADOYA' s president Fort Calata, Sparrow Mhonto
and Sicel o Ml awul i swho canme from Cradock to Port Elizabeth in Goniwe’s car for a neeting
, do not

gern? gome. Their urnt out car and four corpses, stabbed, hacked and burnt, are found ove
r a num

er 0 ays.

In early July, the Ca e Tines described U tenhage thus: . . .

Stretches of the astern Cape resenbl ed an operational area on the brnk of o n ch war. De-
scribing SADF actnttes near U tenhage, a newspaper correspondent reporte that '... there
was

a redomi nanee of mihtary vehicles on the road. Armed police occupied the Casspirs while y
oun

w 'te faces conic! be seen mthe Buffels and other armpoured carriers that travelled in an
d out o

the bl ack townships. Arny tents have been pitched in the streets and the takeover of a sg
orts sta-

di um.i n(; li tenbhage for what appears to be a military base was a chilling rem nder of w a

tl had

seen mvam o.

In May, the regions first consumer boycott of white owned businesses began in Port Alti’'e
d and read

to other areas. A Consuner Bo oott Conmittee was forme with menbers drawn fromF

PEBCO, PEYCQ (0848, MAC SA and GMJSA. FCSA adherents joined |later. The spo-

kesperson for this conmittee was Mhuseli J ack of PEYCO

A consuner boycott began m Port Elizabeth on the 15th J une, and |ocal and national denan
ds were

made for its 11 hftnment. The boycotts 5 read |like wildfire over the Eastern Cape, and the
n nationally.

But they wor ed best in the Eastern ape, when, since the Lan a massacre, the UDF had set
up a

ackage of street and area conmittee structures which were Me for politicising the |geople
and en-

orcilgtthe boycotts. Derek Swartz of the UDF executive descnbed these structures us:

" er Langa (21 March 19 _85) when Le Gran e banned neetings of UDF organi sations in the

whol e area, people realised It was going to be icult to hold nmeetings and wal k hone in th
e dark

in the curfew areas, because the arm was now using nore conmplicated tactics. W realised

t hat

the answer was not to tal k vaguely of uilding organisations, but to go down to grassroots
and form

structures. W realised that nore |l eaders nright end_up |ike Hashe, Galela, and Godol oz
(three

Port Elizabeth | eaders who disap cared while travelhng to the an’port). So we went to our
peopl e

who have been supporting us un er yery d erous conditions and involved themin denocratic
organi sations and structures and decnsion-m’ processes.

We said: in the streets where you live 11 nust ecide what issues affect your lives and br
ing up

i ssues you want your organisation tot e up. W are not in a position to renove debris, r
enove

the buckets, ciean the streets and so on. But the organisation nust deal with these natte



rs through 5

streets commttees. ; ' -

In each street people cane together and had a house neeting. These committees do not dea
with

matters in the air. Sone people are in prison, sone are dead or missing, their fathers so
nmet i nes

have no buses because the buses cannot get into the townships.



. 21 July

Ir

22 July

24 August

26 August

11 Novenber

24 Decenber

11 Novenber

28 Decenber

The street commttees have to discuss these matters and m ake suggestions on how to deal
with

them Fromtherei each area wil neet and co-ogdi nate the grievances of a nunber. of stree

ts. Oig-

inally area comm ttees consisted of UDF affiliates. But they stopped fhncti onng because t
hey

were harmed, and we had to formarea conmittees fromthe street conrinttees. .

Al t hough the organi sati ons are banned, they still exist: They show their enstenee in 0W

funeral comittees of menbers from various organi sations and at funerals thenselves. ey a

I so

organi se relief work for the townshi ps. People who are grieved by the Situation mthe tow

nshi p

" and the crimnal elenment, constar’itly conme to the PBBCO of Ece’

J ust as the boycotts began to bite, the |argest’funeral ever held in the plattel and saw

Mat t hew Goni we

and his three associates buried into a backdrop of ANC and SACP banners, and under an ava

| anche

of freedom songs and speeches.

At midni t that night the State declared a partial State of Ei nergagcy over some of South

Africa, and

nost of e Eastern Cape, man attenpt to west back lost initia and control

| ' For three-and-a-hal fnont hathe state detained, rel eased, detai ned again. The Detai nee

Parents Sup-

; R11 Conmittee cal cul ated

at nearly 60% of all detainees were fromthe Eastern Cape.

be if: exegutive of the UDF was jailed to the inan, and so were all other senior UDF peop

| e who coul d

oun . i . . ,

Al l egations of mass torture by the security police were given aedipility in a eoprt appi

eation that .in-

cluded a District Sur ean,.Dr Wendy Or .as an applicant. (This is discussed mdetail in

the section

on Attitudes to the S Pohce). The nter ct was granted by M Justice Bksteen

Meanwhi | e the consumer boycott raged on, and the PE Chanber of Conmerce (PECOC) rel eased

a

mani festo calling for black participation in central government, while its nmenbers reel ed
under huge

turnover drops. .

COSAS, the largest UDF affiliate with 42 area branches, was banned.

Tony G lson, Dirctor of the PECOC | obbied with Mnisters and others for the rel ease of UD
F per- ’

sonalities, in order to have sonmeone with whomto negotiate an end to the Consuner Boycot

t.

I I In early Novenber his requests were net, when nost of the UDF executive, including M
husel i Jack,

were rel eased. The consuner boycott was suspended shortly after that.

Edgar Ngoyi came out ofjail on bail; pending trial for nurder.

Maqglilna met Ngoyi, and cut a deal to get safety for the 100 AZAPO people livng at Magi na
's home,

whic they did in January as they expelled Magina. He says they did this to ensure their s

afety - he

claims he wasn’t a nenber anyway.

At the end of 1985, the UDF was probabl at its strongest.

If anghing, this first State ot ZEmer en ed to a growmh in the follow ng and infl uencepf t
he UDF.

The epartnent of Constitutional eve opnment continued to deal with the Langa Co-ordnating

Com

mttgiilachDgaghatei -ggtaeg t3: Emergertilcy. (itlilnsnger boycotts had hit the mag: glth

et| Ener on

was O mort e apparen y to ow usiness representatives to e wi Mhuse

J ack who was in detention. Eastern Cape UDF peopl eChad been- brutally tortured by the Se

curity



Pol i ce, and Judge Eksteen had had to put an end to that Wth the famous endy Or Interdis
t." UD

| eaders were both elated at their success, and norally superior to their enerlhyj And, be
st of all, nost

maj or bl ack trade unons had, in.Novenber 1985 nerged to form COSA , an enornobus "super-
union", claimng nmore than a m | hon worker-nemhers, and now well able to test the other p
owers of

the wor kpl ace. The Enmergency, if anything, had hel ped the UDF.

In Port Elizabeth, as the UDF rose, so the Ibha ' Council fell. It was nowin tatters. It
was time for

Mayor Thanmsanga Linda to go, and he did. irst to the Holiday Inn, then off council, then
to the

Transkei for a newlife, if only for a while. -

But some thin went on as usual. On the final Saturday of 1985, Edgar Ngoyij fresh fromcu
st ody,

W

nmade a triunp ant entrance at yet another funeral of two unrest victins in e.

In 1985, 349 peeple had died in unrest in the Eastern Cape. Probably two-thirds were from
Port Eli.

zabet h/ Ui t euhage.



128611281 The trend: of revolt and repression that were to eharactedse township politics
dating 1985 conti nued

'n 1986, but showed a lessening trend later into the year a: the state security apparatus
crushed visible

WE7 blac revolt. Consumer Boycotts, deaths in unmet, Metal: - these all contnued, but |a
ter in the year.

Xx) slowy receded. A: we have understood the bend: in our coverage of 1985, | will not f
ill this docunent

wi th unnecessazy detail, and will only document htghllynj.

6 January ' AZAPO make a public statenent dissociating thenselves fromRev Magi na, who th
ey claimto have

"expel | ed".

15 J auuary thina clainms he was never a nenber of AZAPO anyway, and remarks privatel fcbt
hsat their expul sion

of hun is in order to allowthemto return to their hones 1n solidly UDF areas. ' they’ do
, and the

AZAPQ UDF' truce nore-or-less holds fromnow on. Certainly the hostilities hever agmm appr
oach

the |l evel s of md-1985.

21 March * A menorial headstone for the 27811 acks who died in the Lang: Massacre and sur
roundi ng vi ol ei aoe,

is erected i n KwaNobuhl e 1n Untenhage. Possibly 100 000 people attend the highly enptnona
I ro-

ceedi ngs there. 99% of Bl acks stay away fromwork over thns day in response to a conmunit

' Nhrch " Henry Fani e and Mh;us_eli Jaciiathe two nost popul ar UDF | eaders in Port Eliza
beth, are served

" bannng orders from Mr ster of wand Order, Lows |e Grange. Both say they will contest t
hese in

22 March 'tl hhc Suprenme Court declares Mnister Le Grange’'s banning order illegal, and Ja
ck is 'unbanned’ by
e court.

Fani e was al so, later.
| 28 March The M nister of Law and Order prohibits, in terms of the internal secutity n
ot, all outdoor public
' gatherings for a year.
5 April A funeral for 8 Blacks killed by security forces while they (the Blacks) raided t
ownshi p bottle stores,
was very tense. 4 000 people packed into a hall in New Brighton, and police and crowd con
tinually
provoke each ot her.
"l huusnntls of nourners, par: :4 .1 procession at the weekend funeral, pour down a hill
n Noli Road towavds the Zwudc |’
cenetery in. defianceofw ntvr by a magistrate that all nourners be transported in nechan
icallv operated vehicl es;
o T N Y -a. - _-n-. . . _hxpu... --- - --w
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11 April The State President announces in parlianment that the ass | aws are scrapped, and
of fenders in jail wll

be rel eased. Mnister Le Grange acknow edges that 00 000 people Wre arrested in 1935 a
| one.
24 April The_governnent puts the Public Safety Amendment Bill before parlianent, which wo
uld allow the
M ni ster to decl are separateareas "unrest areas"” whereby the mm ster would receive wide s
ecurity
powers in that area ("regignal state-of-ener ency’). The Laboy: Party refuses to support
the | egisla-
tion, delaying its avallabxhty to the security orces man ncreasngly rebel hous country.
The Thursda Ma da sta wa call edb UDF bodies, is extended until the Monda the 5th. n
1 May) The stayawags cahecrnatygnalry’ for 1 WKI' , is the country’s biggest ever. The Lab
hur Monitorin
Group 111 Port Elizabeth reported an al nbst 100% stayaway. The extention i s subsequently
called 0’
by the UDF. ’
Meanwhi |l e a renewed Consumer Boycott was gripping Port Elizabeth’s north end traders.
A deep recession was ipging the econony - vehicle sales slunmped, and the Eastern Cape wor
kforce
was retrenched consi era 1ly.



10 May A funeral for 11 youths killed by police in unrest was held at the Nazareth Aposto
[ic Church in Zwi de; .

A white nonitoring group reports on a "fragxle truce" between police and people.

0’ June For three nonths the State strategised out a long termlan, a Second State of Ene
r en ;whic

b when called by the State President on the 12th June 19 , was a 'no-end, battle to the e
at peri

of repression. This time, the State neant busi ness.

I

In David Webster’s words:

The new ener en showed signs of len and careful lannin . On the hi t before it was

decl ared, secngx grces swept throu 15131 eomuni ti ef det ai ngng t housandgl By J une 1987

- - over 26 000 peop e had been detaine . In 8 months of this emer ency, Securi Pohce det
ai ned

, as many people as the total held under previous eme encies an security le ' ation for t
he past

N _j) e 26 years. Internationally, South Afnca is now secon to none on an index O repres
si on.

O these 26 000 detainees, nearly 80% were from UDF afiiliated bodies, and another 12%fr
om

Cosatu. 36%or 9 000, the | argest nunmber by far, are again fromthe Eastern Cape.
I Q



16 June

3 Cct ober

7 Cct ober

22 August

2 Cct ober

July

" Juiy

An "al nbst total" Black work-stayaway was held to comenorate "Soweto DaY

UDF | eaders went into jail or into hiding - either way, the press could report little.
Meanwhi | e, New Brighton was entirely encircled with rolled razor-wire. Three entrances we
re main-

tai ned manned 24 hours a day and all cars entering or ex

ed. Se-

curi forces began di stnbutma new and umgue ndentl card, w thout wrch access to or fromN

ew

Bugzton was to be denied. T e card bore the crest an the, nane of the |bhayi Town Counci

, and

ha space for an "official stanmp of the SAP', who sand that the cards were
[" of the se-

cunty qgperations within the area. Previously, |bhayi Town Council enlisted elp from Secur
ity Forces .

in the nplenmentation of what were seen as Conner! tasks. Now, patently, a partnership had
been

forged to make the State of Energency work.

In Au t, the Mnister of Defence, General Magnus Mal an, visited Ibhayi and its Ma r. Gene
ra

- Mal an was acconpani ed by the head of the Pplice Counter-Ilnsurgency and Security nits, M
aj or -

CGeneral Bert Wandrag, the Ipcal defence force of Ecers. |ssues drscussed were "matters of
common

concern", said the new I bhay: Town Cerk, M El1. Pullen, who had recently replaced M Sho
[tz.

Then State President P.W Botha visited the |Ibhayi Town Councii acconpanies by CGeneral M
I an,

and M nisters Heunisand du Pleasis. A am the ranmr-ynre barrica e was inspected, but no s

t at enent

was rel eased as this vnsn was not nten ed "as a pubhctty stunt".

nhcmammhi s Su’l ¢ of Energency. ill ul New Hriyhton nu lumuukd will: rolled "w vh-only t
hree mnute: Ind elill wen open. and al

mllion: Chn’u Ond And Al npi x.

Warrant Officer De yillicrs and Constabl e Goosen of the Riot Police led a 10-man unit to

the Cra-

dock African townsht to monitor and control a funeral there. The activities of this unit
on these da 5

led to De Vxl hers an Goosen | ater both being sentenced to death. (This is covered nore fu
[y int c

section on township attitudes to the Police). 2

Froni J uly to Decenber 1986, the KwaNobulile Town Council noved 7200 families, or near
50 000

shack swellers, fromLanga to KwaNobuhle in conditions that were described b a doctor as
" grace-

ful". Workers in U tenhage stay away fromwork in protest against this "force renoval".
KwaNobuhl e officials say it is "voluntarY' .

from New Brighton were search

art and parce



h |

- 15 July

. . End of August

15 Sept enber

4 January 1987 .

May/ June 1987

Anot her work stayaway gfippcd Port Elizabeth, apparently linked t6 schdol issues.

awashi p unrest continues to boil over, and the regional chairman of AZAPO, Sonwabo Ngxal c
is

C. S .

Mchuscli J ack, in hiding until now, is detained.

The consuner boycott in Port Elizabeth is called off, for thc last tine.

From now on, unrest subsides to very |ow | evels.

Fatalities in Political Conflict

1985 1986

JANFEI MVAPRVAYJ UNVM EPWINOVM

mum

Ama- Africa Rev Magina’s nqw Africanjst npvcncnt scc scctign on Magina . launches a fullsc
alc at-

tack on UDi: coplc and then possessi ons m KwaNo uhl e, Uxtcnhagc. Po cc COUUSIA | is alleg
ed.

(See section O Attitudes to Pohcc, for fuller story) . _

Various of the accpscd pagticipatc in attenapts to kill Rev Magina, and in an attenpt to
anmbush nu-

ni ci pal police. A hnmpct nm 18 al so place on a bus.
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