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SANCTI DNS AND THE KUALA LUMPUR STATEMENT

ALI RAN wel cones .the detieion of the Cemmenweal th Heads of
Covernment to strengthen sanctionS against the Pretoria regine.
What is particularly significant in the Kual a Lunpur Statenent is
the resolve "to devel op new fornms of financial pressure on the
Pretoria regine by seeking to intensify and extend financia
sanctions.”

It is a pity however that the British gevernment has mmce

again refused to endorse econom ¢ sancti ens against the Pretoria
regime. The British public should increase its pressure upon the
British gevernment te jein ether Eormenwealth ceuntries in
cutting off all trade, financial and ether economic ties with the
apartheid regime in Seuth ,Africa. Only through effective
nebilieatien ef public epinien in Britain by anti-apartheid
groups there, aixlit. be peeeible t0 farce the Margaret Thatcher
government ta inpeee sancti ene agai nst Pretoria.

Apart fromthe Thatcher gevernment’s obstinate attitude,the
Conmonweal th desire te strengthen sanctions facesr other
difficultieei which the Kuala Lunmpur Statement does not

acknow edge. A nunber of Cemmenweal th States centinue t0 have
indirect trade tiee with Preteria. There are al so indirect

i nvestment |inkages between canpani ee in" certain Conmpbnweal th
countries and South African interests. The Cummenweal th Heads Of
Gevernment shoul d have undertaken an honest appraisal of their
Dun flaws and feiblee vie-a-vis sanctions. They eheul d have
urged itheir owm kith and kin within the Cormobnwealth famly ta
term nate whatever indirect ties they may have with the Pretoria
regi me.

The Statenent by the Commonweal th Heads of Eevernment shoul d
have al so called upon the nenber. States tn boycott these Miltie
Nati onal Corporatiener (MNCs) with massive investnents in Seuth
Africa. A Couple of themplay crucial relee in prepping up the
Pretoria regine. Sone ef these MNCS have extensive business

interests in a nunber Of Eemmenweal th countries. Shell is one
euch exanple. xVery few Commonweal th governnents have | ent
support to 'ehun Shell’ canpai gns ergani zed by anti-apartheid

groups in their countries. The Ml aysi an government, fer
i nstance, has been expanding its relations with Shell
denu kcaduan, kebebasan, per paduan

for justice, freedom solidari t vy



The Eual a Lunpur Statenent was a di aappoi ntnent in yet another
senge. It failed to take ta task those nations which are guilty
of Duating Eanctiona. The greatest culprit is of course Japan
Japanese firns have unashanedl y’ noved in tn fill the vacuum | eft
by certain European and Anmerican conpani es whi ch have been forced
t0 cut off business ties with Pratnria. |Indeed, Japan has energed
at a mpjor trading partner of the South African regi ne. One woul d
have ithought that a Conmonweal t h Headg af Bovetnnent nebting in
Aai a waul d have given special attention to Japan's perfidious
role in buating sanctiona against Pretoria. Taiwan isi anotheh
Agi an cauntry

whi ch hag w de-rangi ng ECCani C ties with Southv

Africa. The Comrenweal th Headg Of bovernment Meeting shoul d have
taken the dec

igion to 99nd del egations to Japan and Taiwan to

perguade those two cauntries to inmpase sanctipns agai nst

Pretoria.

I n concl us
im, it is obviaus that sanctions against Pretoria
wi Il not succeed in degtroying apartheid; unleas the sanctions

are cmprehengi ve and gl nbal . The Eonmmanweal t h-nmust take the |ead’
t0 ensuring that there is total, absalute, economc and politica
iaalatim of th

rectifying the

Camunweal t h.

crusada t0 de

econam ¢ Sancti
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e Pretaria regine. It nust, of course, begin by

sing of omirggan and cammigsian within the

But it shoul d/E 50 resalvedtto | aunch a worl d-wi de

stray apartheid and the Pretnria regine through
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