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MALAYSIA
Press Statement
SANCTIDNS AND THE KUALA LUMPUR STATEMENT
ALIRAN welcomes .the detieion of the Cemmenwealth Heads of
Government to strengthen sanctionS’against the Pretoria regime.
What is particularly significant in the Kuala’Lumpur Statement is
the resolve "to develop new forms of financial pressure on the
Pretoria regime by seeking to intensify and extend financial
sanctions."
It is a pity however that the British gevernment has mnce
again refused to endorse economic sanctiens against the Pretoria
regime. The British public should increase its pressure upon the
British gevernment te jein ether Eommenwealth ceuntries in
cutting off all trade, financial and ether economic ties with the
apartheid regime in Seuth ,Africa. Only through effective
mebilieatien ef public epinien in Britain by anti-apartheid
groups there, aixlit. be peeeible t0 farce the Margaret Thatcher
government ta impeee sanctiene against Pretoria.
Apart from the Thatcher gevernment’s obstinate attitude,the
Commonwealth desire te strengthen sanctions facesr other
difficultieei which the Kuala Lumpur Statement does not
acknowledge. A number of Cemmenwealth States centinue t0 have
indirect trade tiee with Preteria. There are also indirect
investment linkages between campaniee in" certain Commonwealth
countries and South African interests. The Cummenwealth Heads 0f
Gevernment should have undertaken an honest appraisal of their
Dun flaws and feiblee vie-a-vis sanctions. They eheuld have
urged itheir own kith and kin within the Commonwealth family ta
terminate whatever indirect ties they may have with the Pretoria
regime.
The Statement by the Commonwealth Heads of Eevernment should
have also called upon the member. States tn boycott these Multie
National Corporatiener (MNCs) with massive investments in Seuth
Africa. A Couple of them play crucial relee in prepping up the
Pretoria regime. Some ef these MNCS have extensive business
interests in a number 0f Eemmenwealth countries. Shell is one
euch example. xVery few Commonwealth governments have lent
support to ’ehun Shell’ campaigns erganized by anti-apartheid
groups in their countries. The Malaysian government, fer
instance, has been expanding its relations with Shell.
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The Euala Lumpur Statement was a diaappointment in yet another
senge. It failed to take ta task those nations which are guilty
of Duating Eanctiona. The greatest culprit is of course Japan.
Japanese firms have unashamedly’moved in tn fill the vacuum left
by certain European and American companies which have been forced
t0 cut off business ties with Pratmria. Indeed, Japan has emerged
at a major trading partner of the South African regime. One would
have ithought that a Commonwealth Headg af Bovetnment mebting in
Aaia wauld have given special attention to Japan’s perfidious
role in buating sanctiona against Pretoria. Taiwan isi anotheh
Agian cauntry
which hag wide-ranging ECOaniC ties with Southv
Africa. The Commenwealth Headg 0f bovernment Meeting should have
taken the dec
igion to 99nd delegations to Japan and Taiwan to
perguade those two cauntries to impase sanctipns against
Pretoria.
In conclus
imn, it is obviaus that sanctions against Pretoria
will not succeed in degtroying apartheid; unleas the sanctions
are cmmprehengive and glmbal. The Eommanwealth-must take the lead_’
t0 ensuring that there is total, absalute, economic and political
iaalatimn of th
rectifying the
Cammunwealth.
crusada t0 de
econamic Sancti
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e Pretaria regime. It must, of course, begin by
sing of om’rggan and cammigsian within the
But it should/E 5o resalvedtto launch a world-wide
stray apartheid and the Pretnria regime through
CIFIES.
, _ LVJ/
Dr. Chandra Muzaffar
President
ALIRAN


