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ALLY, Presi-
‘4 dent Tolbert of Liberia
has his own problems,

come , serious later this
year. Monrovia is rapidly

rural areas. Although it
is “rally time” in Liberia
and money is being spent
on public services, not
enough is being done,

‘When I asked what
most of the townsfolk
did for a living I was

White man I met had
_been jumped by - four
men_in the city’s main
street a few days before
I arrived. They tried to

Must rob to eat '

. He was not resentful.
“These  people haye to
‘rob to-eat,” he said. Most
Whites in Monrovia don’t
give their néighbours the
- opportupity. . They ~take
taxis. everywhere ' ‘after
dark and. many have

“hoys” — Black. chauf-

feurs who act as body-
guards  as well as
drivers. !

Families are crammed
into windowless, squalid
tin shacks which fill in
. the cracks between the
more durable buildings
by the hundred. Others
occupy the stained and
grimy shells of once sta-
- tely mansions built: 100
(yearsago. .

. Whites leaving
 Already, some. Whites
: are leaving because: they
- fear race relations will
‘deteriorate - with . the
- soeial.  situation, - The
Liberiansg - are . colour
blind, without prejudice.
- But the Whites are noti-
_ ceably the people with
* money,. many: of them
' Lebanese . and other
' ean traders who
~send huge savings:out of
. the cot ‘every month.

- “pm  getting out” a

. British worker told me.
4T earn good money here

' — nearly R700 a month.

becoming a city of shan-
ties as poor and hungry
people flood in from the

told: - “Mugging.”: One:

tear his watch off his
arm. J- 85 ~

eria
‘nepotis
nin hand Y

some of which could be- |

“‘huge difference and

T know other expatriates

- earning more than RS00

‘a month. The minimum
‘wage for a Liberian is
only R24 a month and a

i ;m;;;o'g" rice to feed his
_ family

“for a month
\ take R13 of that.
The average. wage for,

_ say a machine operator

is higher — between R60

“and R70. But it's still a
they

resent it. AT AR

- Frustration -

“There's a host of frus-
tration here,” he added.

“A lot of Liberians don't
‘ like -the - Tolberts, but

they’ve no one to put in
his place..The True Whig
Party is too powerful
But * that won't neces-

~ sarily stop an explosive

situation from develop-

ing, I think it's going to -

happen fairly soon.” !

* Other ‘people told me -

key resentment over the

'_-sm.'n'-ciiﬁize of tich and

powerful - families- ‘who

. hold. much of the coun-

‘try’'s wealth, as well as

most of the power, The'
- Bovernmen: nas e

accused of . nepotism.
President Tolbert’s
brother, Steven, is Minis-

ter of Finance. A rela:

tion, Mr. Cecil Dennis, is
Minister  of C $
Affairs, his
Charles Dennis, is a Con-
gressman  and his
‘brother owns three of
‘the local newspapers.
‘“When Congress sits,”
‘T was told by one cynic,
“you. see a line of Lincoln
Continentals and other

_expensive cars a mile

long. It's easy to see who
has the money here. The
True .Whig .Party has
been in power for 50
years_" iy A

Corruption
When President Tol.
bert succeeded President
William Tubman in 1971,
he tried to root 6ut cor-
ruption in Government.
But everyone tells you

. he did not succeed.

_The widespread dissa-
tisfaction with the ruling
clique has led to a refor-

- mist group of young

radicals forming inside
the ruling party. There is
also opposition to Tolbert
from an “old guard” who |
don't want to see any
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detente and the poli-
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change in the comforta-
ble position they have

. _enjoyed for years.

There is ‘talk of an
opposition candidate
being put forward at the
election this year. In

. spite of this, President

Tolbert is expected to be
.given a mandate to rule

- for an eight-year term.

Liberia’'s one-party

- system restricts people

in some ways as effecti-
as does South
Africa’s multi-party
Minority elite

The world knows South

_Africa is governed by a

White = minority. What
has not been emphasised
is that Liberia too, is
ruled by a minority elite.

An “Afro - Liberian”

"who had come into the
“capital from the country

told me: “I hate the Tol-
berts. Those - families

‘have all the morney. They

should
America

to
they

go back
‘where

-came from.” -

The = ruling clique's
influence is felt in com-
merce and industry — so
much so that fishermen
now have to sell their
catech to the Mesurado

‘Company at a nominal
price. And ‘the largest

shareholder-is Mr. Steven
Tolbert, the President's
brother. © . . ALY
<7 Bribery

- Liberians - have: free- -
-dom of movement inside
-their  country - and can
sell their labour to -the
highest bidder — if there. -

is one. Sometimg_s they
have to pay bribes to get

=« “jobs.

Black South Africans
are hedged by legislative
restrictions but can earn
better pay and generally
enjoy better housing and
other facilities.

- citizen
. Black.”

. Soweto, District S.lx or

" to have thrown

A Liberian wanting tof

leave the country must
be personally vetted by
the President. Black
South Africans can hold
passports, but Whités -in
Liberia may not. A man
who had lived here since
1946 told_mertsa;dly- to I;‘;I‘:
t a passport or
& you have to be

Provided he has the
money, ‘a Liberian can
live in the equivalent of
Mondeor. There is no
Houghton., . :

m'g spite of their
apparent obsession with
in terms of eco-
they seem never
i off their
. The country is
Africa’s oldest indepen-
dent colonised State, yet
it looks as though it was
founded a0l 3o range

Their religl
from orthodox Christia-
nity through some
strange variations to
paganism, 2 myriad of
mystery cults and pure
voodoo.

Hostility

nomics,

Both among _ the
general public and in
Government I found a.
reflex hostility to my
having come from South
Africa.

A newspaper .editor
turned away when he
heard my origins. “Hey
man,” he asked only half-
‘humorously, “are you
sure you want to shake

my hand?”

To members of
Government and ordi-
nary men alike, if you
come from South Africa
you are a racist. There is

1 also met some out

and out racism.
1t is sadly iromic that

‘both colonists — the
Liberian slaves and the
Dutch settlers in South
Africa — applied oppo-
site solutions to the
problem of the native
tribes they en
The Dutch fought
them and started their |
own separate society.
The Liberians fought
them — thm.trléd b*:
integrate. them. Up
now the experiment has
been  successful. But

 some people in Monrovia |

see trouble ahead as the |

capital is flooded by the
unemployeds.
Boredom
In some . :
_Libérians seem never to .
have found their dream
of a just society. Politi-
cal weariness, boredom
‘and apathy are every-
where. The streets of the
capital are filled with
people who have all day
_to watch doorways or sit

on the pavements and
_elaim a dollar for direct-

ing you to the

street.
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