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UMTATA—The ranskei Government would do 

everything in jts power to make separate 

development work for the homelands. 
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Jeader, Paramount Chief Kaiser Matanzima, in his 

policy speech, read for him by his brother, Minister of 

Justice Chief George Maf 

¥ \Warning that wimmoderate demands and extre 

mist p » could precipitate a “White backlash,” 

Chief Matanzima said: «1f separate development i 
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hthem majority of South 
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o everything in its power to assist the Republican. 

Government — and particularly Mr. John Vorster ‘who 
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Referring to the collapse of apartheid in sport 
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“Downmlfikmynfi
.humldh:ve‘be

e_n possible 

- without te development and without a Black 

Governmen 

enough to have accepted the challenge and initial op- 

‘probrium ‘accorded to supposed “White stooges”’” 

The Transkel had suc- 

ceeded vx getting ordi- 

nary ites to start 

thinking  along more 

open lines in matters. of 

race. 
  

Because the Transkel 

desperately needed eco- 

nomic development it 

to tolerate 
| was preptnd 

exclusive Whites - only. 

|, schools _ after indt 

El:e, Chief lumg::   
to. 

the control of the Cape 

Provincial Education 
‘Department _after inde- 

‘pendence, Chief Matan- 

Zima said: “The advan- p 

tage of tolerating segre- 

gated schools _greatly 
outweighs the disadvan-   
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ALLY, Presi- 
- dent Tolbert of Liberia 

has his own problems, 
some of which could be- 
come , serious later this 
year. Monrovia is rapidly 
‘becoming a city of shan- 
ties as poor and hungry 
people flood in from the 
rural areas. Although it 
is “rally time” in Liberia 
and money is being spent 
on public services, not 
enough is being done. 

When I asked what 
most of the townsfolk 
did for a-living I was 
told: - “Mugging.”. One 
‘White man I met had 
been jumped by - four 
men_in the city’s main 
street a few days before 
I arrived. They tried to 
tear his watch off his 
arm. - 

Must rob to eat ' 

. He was not resentful. 
“These people, have to 
‘rob to-eat,” he said. Most 
Whites in Monrovia don't 
give their neighbours the 
opportunity. . They -take 
taxis. everywhere ' ‘after 
dark ~and, ‘many have 

   

  

   
    

      

   

  

       

     

        

   

  

     
     

            

“poys” — Black. chauf- 
feurs who act as body- 
guards as well as 
drivers. 

Families are crammed ° 

into windowless, squalid 
tin shacks which fill in’ 

the cracks between the 

more durable buildings 

by the hundred. Others 

occupy the stained and 

grimy- shells of once sta- 
“tely mansions built® 100 

Whites leaving 

Already, some Whites 
“ are leaving because they 
fear race relations . will 

deteriorate = with . 'the 

social. - situation, - The 

Liberiang - are . colour 
Plind, without prejudice. 
But the Whites are noti- 
ceably - the “people with 

money,. many: of them 
Lebanese : and other 
‘European traders. ‘whcto 

send I savings: out of 

flipwux:yewry ‘month. 

“T'm  getting out” a 
British worker -told me. 
“T earn good money here 
— nearly R700 a month. 

   

   
     

        
   

don't want to see any 

In Lib 
d ne 

Wthand 

A Liberian wanting to 

Jeave the country must 

be personally vetted by 

the President. Black 

South Africans can hold 

passports, but ‘Whités -in 

Liberia may not. A man 

who had lived here since 

1946 told me sadly: “To 

geta or to be a 
citizen you have to be 

Black.” 
Provided hebm:nu fl:: 

money, a Liberian c: 

TRONeY: the equivalent of | 
Soweto, District Six or | 

There is no 

their | 
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potism go 
in hand 

STAN MAHER 
of the Mercury’s 
Africa Bureau con- 
cludes his report on 
detente and the poli- 

tical and economic 
facts of life in 

Liberia. 

    

    

    

    

     
   

        

   
       

    
     
   

        

   

  

    

      

       

       
    

      
    
    
     

T know other expatriates 

1 more than R900 

a month. The minimum 
'wage for a Liberian is 

only R24 a month and a 
‘bag of rice to feed his 

| family for a month 

would take R13 of that. 

The average wage for, 

say a machine operator 

is higher — between R60 
and R70. But it's still a 

‘huge difference and they. 
resent it. % 

=+ Frustration: 

“There’s'a host of frus- 
tration here” he added. 
“A lot of Liberians don't 
like -the - Tolberts, but 
they’ve no one to ‘put in 
his place..The True Whig 
Party is too powerful. 
But “ that won't’ neces- 
sarily stop an explosive 
situation from develop- 

ing, I think it's going to 
happen fairly soon.” 

Other people told me - 
about widespread, low:: 
Kkey. resentment over the 
‘small’ clique -of rich and 
powerful  families  ‘who 
hold..much of the coun- 
try’s wealth, as well as 
most of the power. The 

" Government has beén 
accused of  nepotism. 
President Tolbert’s 
brother, Steven, is Minis- 
ter of Finance. A rela- 
tion, 5: Ce:lfl Dennis, is 
Minisf Foreign 
Affairs,  his  father, 
Charles Dennis, is a Con- 
gressman and his 
brother owns three of 
the local newspapers. 

nomics, they seem never 

to have thrown off their | 

ponds. The country is 
Africa’s oldest indepen- 

dent colonised State, 

it looks as though it was 
founded an!y ;ntfid‘_fl)'-g . | 

ir religions rani | 
i Christia- 

  
change in the comforta- 
ble position they have 
enjoyed for years. 

~ There is talk of an 
opposition candidate 
being put forward at the 
election this year. In 
spite of this, President 
Tolbert is expected to be 
given a mandate to rule 
for an eight-year term. 

Liberia’'s one-party 
system restricts people 
in some ways as effecti- 
vely as does South 
Africa’s multi-party 
system. 

Minority elite 

The world knows South 
Africa is governed by a 
White minority. What 
has not been emphasised 
is that Liberia too, is 
ruled by a minority elite. 

An “Afro - Liberian” 
who had come into the 
‘capital from the country 
told me: “I hate the Tol- 
berts. Those - families 
have all the money. They 
should go back to 
America  where  they 
came from.” 

         
     
           
        
        
        

        
      

  

ons blic and in general pul 
Government I found a 

hostility to my reflex Ly R4 

          

   

  

    
   

   

  

   

      

   
alike, if you men 

omif South Atrica 
There is 

come from 

   
   

    

   

    

1 also met some out | 

and out racism. | 
1t is sadly iremic that 

‘both colonists — the 

Liberian slaves and the 
Duteh settlers in South 

‘Africa — applied oppo- 

        

     

        

   

“When Congress sits,” The - ruling  clique’s 
T was told by one cynic, influence is felt in com- site solutions: to the 

“you see a line of Lincoln merce and industry — so problem of the native 

Continentals and other much so that fishermen tribes they ent 

expensive cars a mile now have to sell their The Dutch fought 

long. It's easy to see who =~ catch to the Mesurado them and started their | 
nominal own separate society. 

The Liberians fought | 

them — then tried .to 

integrate them. Up to | 

now the experiment has 

been successful. But | 

some people in Monrovia 

see trouble ahead as the 

capital is flooded by the 
unemployeds. 

has the money here. The 
True Whig  Party has 
been in power for 50 
years” 

  

   

  

      

      
     

price.’ 
shareholder-is Mr. Steven 
Tolbert, the President’s 
brother. 

Bribery Corruption 2 

When President Tol- beitanic s Bokhs fea 
bert sucoeeded President dom o movement insids 
William Tubman in 1971,  their country and can 

sell their labour to-the he tried to root 6ut cor- 
ruption in Government. highest bidder —.if there. 

is one. Sometimes they i succeed. > . 
H The widespread dissa- 1110':: to PR Bl 
tisfaction with the ruling i 

ique has led to a refor- Black South Africans 
mist ‘group of young are hedged by legislative 

restrictions but ean earn 
better pay and generally 

radicals forming inside 
the ruling party. There is 

enjoy better housing and 
other facilities. 

also opposition to Folbert 
from an “old guard” who 
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Libeérians 
have found their dream 
of a just soclety. Politi- 
cal weariness, boredom 

where. The streets 
capital are filled with 
people who have all day 
to watch doorw or sit 
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Africa could 

de importance, economically 
and otherwise.” - 

DR. JAN MARAIS . 
assume new worl 
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further encor 4 
dence of latent goodwill 
towards South Africa. 

    
_ “Unfortunately,  the: 
signs of domestic b 
are subtle rather than‘ 
vivid, and often their 
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o ‘dramatlc 

- new era’ 
particularly 

welcome increase in_the 
number of talks held by 
the Prime Minister and 
Cabinet members with 
non-White leaders. 
welcome was 
announcement that 
homeland leaders would 
negotiate directly with 
industrialists about 

South Africa’s foreign - 
service. 

Dr. Marais said 
various local authorities 
had © inaugurated 
changes, including the 
opening  of libraries, 
parks and art galleries 
to all while the South 
African public took quite. 
naturally to multi-racial 
sports events. 

“Apartheid signs in 
elevators, on benches and 
in offices have disap- 
peared in their thou- 
sands. 

“More . and more 
members of the White 
population: meet and 
share bonds of friendship 
with more and more of 
their non-White counter- 
parts.” ! 

These counterparts 
were, in_everincreasing 
numbers, entering the 
economic ~ life of the 
country and being en- 
abled to better them- 
selves by the growing 
economy and the openlng 

  

up of wider job opportu- 
nities. 

America, the of 
which we have not seen 
in 20 years or more. 

“We should recognise 
that people in the United 
States are not motivated 
by malice towards South 
Africa. 

“On-the contrary, like 

On relations with Bri- 
tain, Dr. Marais said new 
elements appeared in 
1974 to complicate the 
picture. . 

“Most _important of 
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these was the y 
power of a Lal 
Government more under 
a Leftwing influence 
than any other post-war 
Labour Administration.” 

mnewGovenunent 

ters, occupying mfiuve 
| posts in foreign affairs 
and defence, whose poli- 
tical reputation had been 
built on an anti-South 
African militancy.  © 

Dr. Marais said that 
after the Portugal coup 
with ~ its effect on 

| with which to occupy 
i ted 

bring 
AngloSouth African 
relations to an end. 
But naval manoéuvres 

with South Africa and 
the exercise of -the Bri- 
tish veto to keep South 
Africa in the United 
Nations, were two issues 
that divided Britain’s 
ruling party. 
“Other facts tended to 

highlight the unreality 

    

     

  

and even irrelevance of 
‘the debate in Socialist 
Britain =~ about. relations 
with South Africa. Bri- 

economic tain’s - parlous 
where  her 

investors turned to South 
Africa’s xmgs rand for 
‘financial - security, 
emphasised that coun- 

  

uthern Africa’s 
try’s ~inability to do 
much on the interna- | 
tional stage. 

“At the same time, the 

spite of this, 
various British < charita- 
ble organisations, unable 
to grasp that terrorism | 
is terrorism wherever it 
appears, advertised for 
funds for liberation 
movements in Southern 
Africa.” 

Dr. . Marais added, 

spokesman 
in the House of Lords, 
noted with tion 
South  Africa’s own 
efforts to achieve detente 
in Southern Africa and 
at the same time its 
undertaking  to  the 
United Nations Security 
Council to work for the 
elimination of racial dis- 
crimination at home.” 

  

  

 



 
 

  
 
 


