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The South African state is colonial, racist, fascist and capitalist

in its nature. It is an outgrowth and a remnant of the epoch_of

colonialism. its formation came about as a result of an agreement

between British colonialism and the white settler minority in South

Africa that this n-inority would take over from Whitehall the

functions of a colonising power. This abneement providedthat tho

‘Hindigenous African majority would be excluded from power and would

be ruled by the white minority as oolonial subjects, denied their

right to self—detormination. From that time to date, the primary

and sharpest centredietion that characterised this formation has been

between the fbrceg ‘of national oppression on the one hand, find those

-of netional‘libcration, en the other. As in other colonial situations,

this contradiction cannot be solved by the coldnisers themselves

refohming the colonial system out of existence or, in this case, by

the: firétorici'irég'ime "dismantli‘fig'afia’rthcid". Tho ohly 'way to abolish
this contradiction is, through struggle, to destroy the colonial

systor: and, in the South African ca50, to destroy ale”9 the,Colonial

power - the South African state.
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2. OUR GOAL

Tho str:togic goal which the African National Congr:ss pursues is

the Seizure of political power by the revolutionary forces of our

country, led by the ANC, and the forcible tra.nsfcr of thtt power

from tho . scist u1itc Linerity to the hands of the d-cmocratic

majority , for the‘crofitIUFMUf‘fipcaplct§iécrdérLcy based on thc
-.-. ,<11 1,. .1. _
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ideals or.bodicd in the Freedom Charter. This strategic goal finds
1 . .....1..—w_ ...-1»~‘ .... 1r.-

popular expros.ion in the glogan which the broad masses of our

 

people have taken up; Amandla Igawothfi” 'PoWér to the Pooplc'

Seizure of power by tho erolut101arxfqrccs means and prosu“pores

the nll—round defeat of the r0cist, colonial regime, thc disnantliug

by the victorious people of all political, economic, I.ilitary

cu1tural and other_structure of colonial and fascist rule, Lsw011
_"’1 ‘ ,

as the SEAhinp of the state machinerv of f0scism andco1onialisu

and the construction of a new 011¢ committedto thedefence and

advancement of the people's cause.
"1

3. OUR TASKS“
 

To fulfil this strategic 50.31 of the forcible trunafcr of power to

the people, the ARC is workingto c:rry out four pr1n01pul Jtratcaic

tasks:'

'a) The extension and cdnSolidation throughout the country, among

a11”natiohalities, classes, strata andgroups, of an. ANC

:fifideréféufid'mnchinorv, Capable of réaching,- directing_and

rleLdinrthemtjoritj of the pedplc of South Africm
-.'-n:-:‘ -. 1.

._h)rwtheDollth1 nob111sat10n of the rm15305 ofthe peop1e, ésfééiélly

the.b1«"cksections, into active ra59mtglc'wround 10Ca1 and.4

nat1onul - s.sucs, whilst continuoust educating thepeople into

‘ thc realinotion that, without a revolutionary transfer cf power,

no sin{r1e major probleu of South Afriqpnlife an be solved

satisfactorily and permanently.

c) the intensification of the armed struggle, increasingly to assert

the growing significance of revolutionary violence, our response
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to the violence of fascish,.asa pa; went feature of our struggle,

’l32§225.1Q13 e reco~nisqh1g-encr"nee of our peoplgm 1251. Umkhgpto

We Si¥fl$11QS the popular spearhead in the struggle to smash the
_,.1

instruments_of repression, deprive the_eneLy of the ab11ity to

rule and.thu§_crcate-the_conditions fer us t9 seize pbwer.

d) the international isolation of the Both.—Malen raging, further

raising the strength and combativeness 0f the international

solid1ritymovement and .on the _basis of our own advances in
the struggle within South Afr1ca, 7.9ur correct strategy. and
tactics translated into action,l1nd the _accept1nce of our
programme for the or 1tion of a democratic, anti—fascist and
rnon—recifil South Afrir1, to 7et the majority of the international
Icor.mun1ty to accept our lihcracion movement as the representative
of all the people of nwr country, 1nd the

 

fr 1 * '
11 10a of the inteihhh1nxhlvflo/rncnu uhulast‘fgsq1ggwgm11mx,
fer ' Y Hy)"' ‘ ’7‘

. frecdogiuucrocrwc3 eh ?,??dsonial p:0éress

4. THE ANC AS THE VflNGUARD
 

Witheut the ANC,in contact with and being part of the rwsses,

enjoying their support and con idencc and leadini them into many—

sided actions, our victory is impossible. He therefore work

continuously to expand and strengthen the underground structures

‘b‘f‘th‘e -m;_ _ .1.-- 1......11W , . -. ..‘. -. 4.....-1..'_‘.'....'__. .1,” _. . “1-1-- .1- 1. . . _ 1, . _.‘

It is of decisive importance that at al1_times the'v1sion of what

.we are fightingfor, the poJ.itica1 programme ofdemandsContained

-in the Freedom Charter should be put in front of the people to

ensure that we giVe.nQ opportunity to the forces of counter—reVOluP

,ticn . to train qur people for a pro-imperialist solution of the

South African problem.

-~The exercise of the function of leadershil requires Lhat there

should be present within the country recognised leaders of the

:people who, because they are in touch with the pulse of events and-

with popular feeling., 1ndare well grounded in our policies, Hour

strategy and tactics, are therefoze c1pable of providing timely and

correct leadership.
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Without an effective underground political machinery, there are

‘very'many practical problems of the revolution that we would not

'ho able‘to solve.

For instance, the successful infiltration'of cadres and war-

materidls'into the country is almOSt entirely conditional or

dependent on the existence of the well—organised underground

machinery inside the country,_capable of receiving, transporting,

hiding and utilising such men-and equipment in conditions of

secreCy.‘ This also-holds true for all propaganda materials,'

except that relayed by-radio from outside.

-'Thé5ANC was formbd to unite and lead to freedom: the African"people.

1n time,'however, this task has expanded; Today,the ANC is faced

with thé task of organising and lédding all the oppressed people

together; African; Coldurcd and Indian hhd'td wih over to ité banner

all democratic-minded whites. To accofiplish this misSion, the ANC

has in its arsenal the Freedom Charter which_wa$ born in strugglg,

emanating from the people themselves. Today the Freedbm‘Chdrtéf"'

const1tutes our principal platform in the political 5nd idéologibdl

struggle for thc allbgiance of the maés“es.

5. THE MAssEs AS THE POLITICAL ARMY AND COMBAT FORCE OF THE REVOLUTION.

It remains one of the fundamental truths of our struggle that victory

cannot be won without thé~active and conscious participation of.th¢

masseé bf the opproSSed people themselves. Therefore we'continuously

seek ways and-meGnsfof’drhWing the people into active struggle against

the Bdtha—Ealan regimez» The main tactical slogan put forward to the

people is: 'Confront-the“; Enemy on-all Fronts'. ‘The enemy must find

himself confronted with struggle throughout the _country,. involv1hg

all the oppressed ant democratic rasscs, carried out in different forms -

strikes, boyCotts,‘ irassmeetings, prayer meeting, demonstpqtions, etc.

Sucha programm of work is impossible to _carry out unless we take ad—

vantage of-all 103a -and semi—legal opportunitresm Therqfohplwg
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encou?35e'tho formation of-legel organisations,_cendhpt legal

-agitation,“andfih.many:ueys try to reach the.5reatest numbers of our

Ieople in the shortest possible time.

This work covers the formation ofi pqwepful and phogressive trade

uniofie, mking into account the central leading rqle ef the_

Working class in our stru5b1e. This work also covers the fieesants

and agricultural workers, women, youth and student, teachers and

other proffessionals, religious people etc. It should also be

borne in mind that all arganisations which adopt antl-hparthe1d

positions annd strive for ademocratic SouthAfricabeleng,properly

epe"king to the broad front for national liberation.”

In order to be effective in our political and ideological effehsive

against the enemy, to educate the masses in the revolutionery :

yolitcs of the ANC continuously, we strive to be extremely active

and Efficient?in the field of propaganda a:1d information.

Ne 5Tdup of revolutionaries however gallant, disciplinelgnd self—

sacrificing, can overthrow the fascist regime, without the support

ani active participation of the Jeople.

In addition and of key importance, the_perspective of a people's

war is one of-the pecple armed.

The development of our armed struggle must progress towards the

situation of awarfought by the efitire people, gradually expanding

the activity of the masses as the political army of the revolution

to eneompass; also; their role.as the military combat force of the

revolution. Thus the armed struggle, in which partial and general mass

‘*uprisin5s will pl?y a vitalrole, must involve the whole people.

6. UHKHONTO WE SIZHE — THE MILITARY COMBAT FORCE OF THE REVOLUTION

'In 'pur'suit ofour strategic reelof the foreible capture of power,

the ANG Works continueusly to Step up its progranme o.f.training-as

xxony cadrees as possible in as many fields is the different stages

of our struggle lemand.
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Whatever training is 1>ss1ib1e :fiaLC has t' 3: carried cut care

fully; \Simultnneously, we have to-ihfiltretepe‘nany trained

'4 cddres‘afli as much moteri1- as- possible to f?c111t1te tbis programme.

It is proper at this stage to point out that we are net 1rep3rinv

an army of invasion. The.units that train outside do net.themsclvee

constitute an-arng; Rather, they are the nucleus, the organisers,

the trriners ahd leaders of the 3rowing popular army of which they

dre'part.

The nature of our terrain, the strength and mobility of th?..-

enemv fordes,the nature and organisation. of the state machinery

and the general level of development of South Africa, including the

communication system, do not give us the possibility to operate

with classical guerrilla formations at t1‘.e beg‘ining of our armed

offensiveé'u

The Peolwl's Armv willtherefore rely on the surport, and active

participation of the people's revolutionary organisation and of

the patriotic and politically conscious masses and their loyalty

~to the revolution.

In our work we are guided by the sloge : 'Wherever the masses are,

political bases and revolutionary orgasisntions' must_be set up".

By relying on these r-olitical bases, we will be able to solve the que-

stion of military bases. .

He also work to create underground units of v.rious categories

throu§;hout the country. _

While working for the establishment and_activieation cf eur visualised

national network of trained ane armed combat groups; we afe eihultn—

neously working ta solve the very many related problehs 03 sypfilies

transport, communications, secrecy, etc.

.......7..‘,...... .._... ... .N. h «~~~-
. .. - -.-.~.. v.--.4 .q..'....m..—~-.n

:Such organisationa1 work is being accompaniedEy”the csc‘(3:11:31‘8‘1'on"cf"'

armed actions to weaken qn'l eripple the enemy uni to' prepare for the

next.phaee of armed struggle.-

.../7
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Through our actions we should aim to disperse the enemy forces,

geographically and functionally.

SEIZURE OF POWER » THE FINAL PHASE

 

The Seizure of power by the people will be realised as the culmina-

tion of a protracted war cf liberation, fought through a combination

of political and military means and concluding in a general offensive

in which we will bring to hear our accumulated military and political

strength to defeat the enemy and effect a revolutionary transfer of a

povcr to the reople.

 



BROAD GUIDELINES FOR DISCUSSIONS

PART III B
 

1. 'Introduction

The Presidential Eessage to the People of South Africa of January 8th,

1984 Contains many directives which,_together, constitute our tactical

response to.the situation that fqg d and in many important respects,

still faces our movement. Below, WQ detail these tasks since they

represent an impcrtant part of th perspectives we have faced and

will still face in the immediate future.

0. Defend cur rains
 

c) It is our duty to lefenl the Freedom Charter, the strategic

and tactical line of our movemént, as well as the ANC and-its

armed wing Umkhohto He Sizwc;

b) It is also our task to defend the mass democratic movement, as

well as individual Iatriots and dgmocrats;
; .

c) He must also defend the gains we have scored in the international

Struggle and encourage the international solidarity movement not

to retreat from already established anti-apartheid po$itionsg

3; ~Achieve new victories
W,

a) By further popularising among our people the Freedom Charter and

iff-Y‘the strategib and tactical line of our movement as well as further

increasing the organised strength and popularity of the ANC and MK;

b) By further encouraging the gTowth and strengthening of the mass

democratic movement, promoting-the creation of these where none

exist and working for united-action among a11.these on the basis

of tho .csitions of the democratic movement in weneral°u Y

o) By encouraging the formation of cno democratic trade union

federation, the orgahisatioh 6f the ufiofganiscd and the unemployed

and ensure that the wdrking-class and the working rqulemin general

are ConSCious of-énd pIar.their.roie as.the vanggard éociél force of

\
the national democratic revolution;

..\
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d) By encouraging the formation of ma5s democratic organisations in

the countrysu1e and. the gctivisation of the rural rpsscs ihto

« -_nm-
struggle around thC qucsftfin”5f“i“n&-and?emauals;

C) By encouraging tlle greatest tossfkie~énvolvcmont of the religious

community in the democratic struggle and mobilise this community

especially around the call: "Act now in defence of justiQ§1129§Q€

and life"; ' ‘5 "3‘5‘ ‘ ' 1.;

f- Bv 'ronotinr the  deve1o'mcnt‘of a demoéfatic movement amunr.~ 1 1 (

cultural worlcers C d sportspeople and to increase the use of

.cultan @S.fl weapon in our struggle; ‘ .': 1

3) By orienting the revolutionary massesand act1v1°1nv them tC

reduce the c*o.city of the apartheid regime to govern our

country by destroying the organs of government and resisting
..~..-.-r 1......" .-

enemyattom;ts to implement its programmes and rendering
«e,._.__

institutions of._ the regime unworka1ble;

h) By encouraging the "Coloured" and Indian people to refuse to

be'abSorbcd¥into.the apartheid constitutipnnl structures;

1) By encouraging thosesections among the whitC community who

'habour anti—apartheid sentiments_to abandon the illusion of

"parliamentary yolitics" and to activise them intc thC mass

democratic struggle;

3) By encouraging white, Coloured and Iniian youth to refuse to serve

in the racist army and working for the widest-pesSiblCCmeilifiction

against-consoription into the apartheid army;

CE)CBy mohiiisiné the black Youth against joining the_SADF, Dantusta

armies and pCliCe forces;

1) By enbofiraging the further activisation of women into the mass

“deCCratic StruqéIC,-the fermation of democratic women's organi—

sations, united action among these organisations and_the formation

of anation—wido democratic woren's federation, and by encouraging

tholstruggle for the liberation_ of women as an integral part of the

victory of the national democratiC revolution-

a m) By working tbanOuraré the deocratic movement to further shift

its ICsturC from the aofensivc to the offensive, and to educato

.1; ': _-' ~. 5 ‘ ‘ _ V. ‘

‘}
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activists and the masses in the lolitics of revolutionary change;

n) By encouraging the further growth of the Southern African

movement of sclidarity with the LHC and SHAPQ, projecting the

yosition that our region shares one destiny, and by nctivising

the people of South Africa to demonstrate their solidarity with

the rest of the pecples of our region, concentrating especially

on the aggressive policies of the apartheid regime;

o) By encouraging the further growth of the world movement of

solidarity with the ANC, SHAPO and our region as a whole,

further intensifying the campaign for the isolation of apartheid

South Africa, cducatinr our own reople to understand the anti—

imporialist nature of our strfiggle and mobilising them to act

in solidarity with other struggling peoples in favour bf nuclear

disarmament national indeficndencc social vro. ess and world
1 J. i 1 ;

peace.

 


