South Africa Protests Produce Hopes for New Generation of Black Activists
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may be a key to

S. African puzzle™

~ Georgetown University, to visit the

jailed ANC leader.
i J.alA request by Sen. Edward M. Ken-

Mandela enigma -

By Michael Sullivan
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© JOHANNESBURG, South Africa
— The question of Nelson Mandela
— who he is and what exactly he
stands for — has become an
increasingly perplexing issue for
South Africa and the world.

. In prison more than two decades,
the 67-year-old Mandela, leader of
the African National Congress, has
become a legendary resistance fig-
ure to the country’s black youth. Ina
recent survey of urban blacks con-
ducted by the Sunday Times of Lon-
don, Mandela was the leader most
favored to become president in a
post-apartheid South Africa.

. He is, however, a leader who has |

not really been seen or heard by
more than half of South Africa’s 24
million blacks for the simple reason
they were born after his imprison-
ment.

' That’s because as a “banned” per-
son Mandela may not be quoted in
the South African press without gov-
ernment permission. His wife Win-
nie is.among the many others who
are under the same restriction.

" Similarly, access to Mandela is

controlled by the government, and

permission first has to be granted by
the . prison,.service . before anyone

imay talk with him at Pollsmoor

_Prison outside Cape Town.

This year, few outsiders have met
with the black leader. In addition to
last week'’s interview with The Wash-
ington Times and the Los Angeles
Times Syndicate, the government in
Pretoria allowed Lord Nicholas Bet-
hell of the European Parliament and

3

Samuel Dash, former chief counsel '

lo the Senate Watergate Committee
and now a professor of law at

' nedy, D-Mass., was turned down in

January. The leader of South Afri-

ca’s official opposition, Frederick
Van Zyl Slabbert, and a delegation of
European Economic Community
ministers, who arrive in South
Africa this week, are among those
who want to visit Mandela.

The black leader’s recent inter-
view in The Washington Times has
pointed up the problems and
anomalies South Africa faces with
its most celebrated prisoner. South
Africans never hear exactly what he
has to say and the government
doesn’t talk to him.

The Washington Times interview
was reported in one of South Africa’s
daily English-language papers, The

i $Iar. Other papers want to run the
Interview, but are checking with -

their attorneys.
They are cautious because the

. restrictions on reporting about Man-

dela are so stringent they even
extend to the black leader's photo-

- graph. A picture of Mandela in a

recent issue of Newsweek magazine
was blacked out.

Much of Mandela’s background
and philosophy are well-known and
documented: his early involvement
with the African National Congress,

- the founding of the ANC’s armed

wing Umkhonto We Sizwe — Spear

- of the Nation — his arrest and life -
- sentence in 1964.

Earlier this year, he rejected an
offer by South African President
Pieter W. Botha under which Man-
dela would have received clemency
in return for renouncing violence.
He responded that Mr. Botha should
dismantle apartheid and lift the ban

i i i tter blacks attempting march to
South African riot police are surrounded by cloud of teargas yesterday as they sca _
Pollsmoor prison \ﬁhere African National Congress leader Nelson Mandela is serving a life term for sabotage.

on the ANC as a pre-condition to any

| negotiations.

As long as the ANC remains a
| banned organization, Mandela ha}s
said, the armed struggle will remain

| an option.

The ANC’'s armed struggle,
~ though, has been a minimally effec-

tive strategy in the quarter of a cen-
tury since the founding of Umkhonto
in 1961, the year after the ANC was

- banned in South Africa.

. Mandela also has turned down
- offers that he be released into the

which is headed by his nephew Kai-

ser Matanzima. ' o, -

Under South Africa’s homelands
policy, Mandela is considered a citi-
zen of the Transkei. He has rejected
release to the black homeland
because it would be a tacit accep-

{

tance of the homelands policy.

. His unconditional release has
been called for not only by South
Africa’s political opposition, but by
the U.S. and British govermments as
a vital step to any serious dialogue
between the government and black

. South Africans.
Pretoria, though, insists on the

requisite for Mandela’s freedom.

'As long as the ANC

custody of the Transkei government, " !

remains banned,
' Mandela has said,

- armed struggle will .

‘remain an option.

- statement of non-violence as a pre- |

At a weekend congress in Ulundi, -
the capital of the KwaZulu home-

- land, Chief Gatsha Buthelezi madea
‘telling comment on Pretoria’s condi-

tion in calling for Mandela’s uncon-
ditional release.

"I call for the unconditional
release of Mr. Nelson Mandela and I

‘say that his latest utterances as

reported in the media are irrelevant
to the considerations which should
be weighed up,” Mr. Buthelezi said.
Mr. Buthelezi apparently was
referring to The Washington Times'

interview, which quoted Mandela as
saying if he were released he would .
be jailed again within a day because
he sees no alternative to armed
struggle.

“Mr. Nelson Mandela must be
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dom to opt for the
armed struggle. The State has -
robbed him of that freedom right aq, ,qg s .
now,” Mr. Buthelezi said.
el T only hjs unconditiona]
release which Will create the cir-
hich he can make a
C..... "Till we give him that free-
dom, we muyst regard all his ytter-
ances as utterances under duress.”
Until, as Mp Buthelezj notes,
Mandela js allowed to decide outside
the confines of his prison ‘walls -
whether to follow the path of mjlj-
tancy or negotiation, jt seems
unlikely he wilj renounce Violence,

the ANC’s main bargaining chip in
any negotiations with the govern-
ment, - [




