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Note: In this provisional verbatimrecord speeches delivered in Arabic, Chinese, English,
French, Russian

or Spanish are reproduced in the | anguage used by the speaker; speeches delivered in othe
r | anguages are

given in the English or French interpretation

This record is regarded as provisional because the texts of speeches have not yet been ap
proved by

the speakers. Corrections for inclusion in the final version should be handed in to the C
onference O ficer

or sent to the Records Service (Room 4113, WHO headquarters), in witing, before the end
of the session.

Alternatively, they may be forwarded to Chief, Ofice of Publications, Wrld Health O gan
i zation,

1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland, before 1 July 1994.

Note : Le present conpte rendu in extenso provisoire reproduit dans |la | angue utilisee pa
r |’orateur les

di scours prononces en anglais, arabe, chinois, espagnol, frangais ou russe, et dans |eur

i nterpretation

angl ai se ou frangai se | es di scours prononces dans dlautres | angues.

Ce compte rendu est considere comme un docunent provisoire, |le texte des interventions nl
ayant

pas encore ete approuve par |les auteurs de celles-ci. Les rectifications A inclure dans

a version definitive

doi vent, jusquhi la fin de la session, soit etre rem ses par eerit a PAdm nistrateur du
service des

Conf erences, soit etre envoyees au service des Conptes rendus (bureau 4113, Siege de POVB
). Elles

peuvent aussi etre adressees au Chef du Bureau des Publications, O ganisation nondiale de
| a Sante,

1211 Geneve 27, cela avant le 1" juillet 1994.
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1. FIRST REPORT OF THE COVM TTEE ON NOM NATI ONS

PREM ER RAPPORT DE LA COWM SSI ON DES DESI GNATI ONS

The PRESI DENT:

The Assenbly is called to order. The first itemon our agenda this afternoon is the cons

deration of

the first report of the Conmrittee on N om nations, contained in docunent A47/ 39. | invit

e the Chairman

of the Commttee on Nom nations, M Diop, to kindly cone to the rostrumand read this rep

ort.

M DIOP (President de |a Conm ssion des Designations)

Monsi eur |le President, Mnsieur | e Directeur general, Mesdanmes et Messieurs, |la Conm ssio
n des

Desi gnati ons, conposee de del egues des Etats Menbres suivants :Angola, Australie, Banglad

esh, Barbade,

Bol i vie, Equateur, Etats-Unis di Anerique, Federation de Russie, Fidji, France, |slande, J
ordani e, Kenya,

Ki rghi zi stan, Maroc, Mdzanbi que, Myanmar, Oman, Paki stan, Pananma, Phili ppines, Republique

- Uni e de

Tanzani e, Royaume-Uni de G ande-Bretagne et dtlrlande du Nord, Senegal et Swazil and, sies

t reunie le

2 mai 1994 sous |la presidence de M Assane Diop, du Senegal, elll President de cette Comm
i ssion.

Conf ormement aux dispositions de Particle 25 du Reglenent interieur de PAssenblee de la S
ante

et ala pratique de rotation regionale suivie de | ongue date par |i Assenbl ee a cet egard,
| a Conmi ssion a

deci de de proposer a |liAssenblee |a designation de M B. K Temane, du Botswana, pour le p
oste de

president de | a Quarante-Septiene Assenbl ee nondiale de la Sante. Je vous renercie, Mns
eur 1le

Presi dent .

El ection of the President

El ecti on du President de PAssenbl ee

The PRESI DENT:

Are there any observations? In the absence of any observations, and as it appears that th
ere are no

ot her proposals, it will not be necessary to proceed to a vote since only one candi date h
as been put forward.
In accordance with Rule 80 of the Rules of Procedure, | therefore suggest that the Assenb

|y approves the
nom nation submitted by the Commttee and elects its President by acclamation
(A@plause [ Appl audi ssement s)
B. K. Temane, Mnister of Health of Botswana, is thereby elected President of the Forty
—seventh
World Health Assenbly and | invite himto take his seat on the rostrum
M B. K. TEMANE (Bot swana) took the presidential chair
M B. K. TEMANE (Botswana) prend place an fauteil presidenti el
The PRESI DENT:
Your excell encies, honourable ninisters, ambassadors, delegates, M Director-General, | w
ould like
to thank this august Assenbly for the trust in electing me as the President of the Forty-
seventh Wrld
Heal th Assenbly. Taking this opportunity, | would Iike to express nmy appreciation to M C
| aes Ot endahl
ny predecessor, for his contribution to the |last Health Assenbly. | shall deliver the cus
tomary address
tomorrow and we will now continue with our work.
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REACTI VATI ON OF THE MEMBERSHI P OF SOUTH AFRI CA

REPRI SE DE LA PARTI Cl PATI ON ACTI VE DE UAFRI QUE DU SUD

The PRESI DENT:

As ny first duty, it is with pleasure that | request this Assenbly to consider the draft
resol ution on

the rights and privileges of South Africa, and | call for coments. | recognize the del eg
ate of Zi nbabwe.

Dr STAMPS ( Zi nbabwe) :

Thank you M President, and may we take this opportunity of expressing our undiluted plea
sure at

your appointment as President for this session of the Wrld Health Assenbly.

Max Theil er was a Nobel Prize winner. He should be very happy today. He discovered the vi
ra

nature of yellow fever at a tinme when it was fairly certain as far as scientific know edg
e went that it was

caused by a spirochete and he nade possible the elimnation of yellow fever in |large area
s of Africa and

other parts of the world. As a result of the vaccine he devel oped we can live safely in m
any parts which

wer e uni nhabi tabl e before. He was born in Pretoria, in South Africa, 95 years ago this no
nth. Thirty years

ago this nonth, in 1964, this Assenbly deprived the Republic of South Africa of effective
partici patory

ri ghts because of the horrendous aberration of apartheid and its forcible silencing of th
e needs of the

majority of its people. The effects of this perverse doctrine hanpered, distorted and sub

verted the

devel opnent of the whol e of the Sub-Saharan African region, not |east the country which |
have the honour

to represent. Zinbabweis |ost 20 years are still having their severe repercussions both

n terms of recurrent

expendi tures and devel opnental handi cap. As a nenber of the front-line States we hel ped f
orge the

peacef ul weapon of economi c pressure agai nst the unjust regine. As Chairman of the front-
line States this

year it has fallen to Zinbabwe to present this proposal which | hope all will celebrate

n the affirmative and,

for those of us whose religion allows, in alcohol later. This is a day for Africa. So oft
en we hear and see

the events in our continent which cause pain. Today we wel cone back into our famly the n
ati on which has

such great potential in our region to satisfy the econom c devel opnental and health needs
of all its people.

Fromthis point we believe that Africa as a whole has a brighter future, a greater solida
rity and a unity of

purpose in health which we were unable to realize before.

| should al so express mnmy pleasant surprise that a Nordi c European President of the Health
Assenbl y,

not noted for |lack of sense of responsibility, who has been kind enough to flex the Rul es
of Procedure

sufficiently to allow us, as the representative of the African Region, to propose this re

solution. As of 15h30

today, 59.2% of the votes counted in the first-ever denocratic election in South Africa h
ave accrued to the

African National Council. This is an inportant fact since it is our sincere hope that as
aresult a new

M nister of Health for South Africa can very soon be appointed and wel comed here at this

Assenbly, and

participate fully in our deliberations. | therefore propose the follow ng resolution for

t he consi deration of

the whol e Assenbly, on behalf of my country, ny continent, Africa, and indeed the whole o

f the peoples

of the world:

The Forty-seventh Wrld Health Assenbly,

Noti ng the denocratic el ections which took place in South Africa from26 to 29 April 1994
with

a Viewto the installation of a Governnent of National Unity to represent the Wole popu

ation of

Sout h Africa;

Noting further the comng into force of a new Constitution in South Africa on 27 April 19
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whi ch now governs governnental 'actions on all |evels;

Considering the desire of South Africa to participate henceforth in the activities of the
World

Health Organization and its Assenbly and thereby to fulfil its obligations and assune its
rights in

accordance with the Constitution of the Wrld Health O ganization;

1. RESCINDS resolution WHA17. 50; and
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2. DECIDES that all rights and privileges associated with full menbership of the Wrld He

alth

Organi zation be granted with i mmedi ate effect to South Africa at the Forty-seventh Wrld

Heal t h

Assenbly. ,

| commend this resolution to this session. Thank you.

The PRESI DENT:

I thank the honourabl e del egate of Zi nbabwe, and | now recogni ze the del egate of N geria.

Dr TAFI DA (N geria)

M President, honourable mnisters, |adies and gentlenen, | would like to begin by congra

tulating the

new y el ected President of the Forty-seventh World Health Assenbly. | would also like to

take this

opportunity to thank the outgoing President, who has done his work very well and al so has
magnani nousl y

agreed to bend the Rules of Procedure of this august Assenmbly so as to allow us to debate
this all-inportant

i ssue of allowing South Africa to resume its seat in the comunity of nations in this aug

ust Assenbly.

The history of the denocratic struggle by the people of South Africa is no doubt well kn

own to the

world at large and in particular to the rest of the African continent. To achieve this de

nocrati c process

Africa, and especially South Africa itself, has suffered a great loss :oflife and propert

y. Unfortunate as it

has been, today we are happy that South African people with the support of denocratic for

ces nmanaged

to succeed in dismantling that abom nabl e i nhuman apartheid system Africals struggle for
political freedom

has now been concluded with a denocratically el ected system now being put in place in Sou

th Africa.

This is indeed a very happyenmonent for the world, Africa and the South African people the

nsel ves.

In the field of health nost of the South African people, because of the apartheid system
were unable to

enjoy a productive life. The health system was fragnented, which caused untold nisery to

the mgjority of

the people of that country. In that regard the international conmunity has a human obliga

tion and duty

to provide the South African people with all the much-needed assistance to enable themto
accel erate the

achi evenent of health for all by the year 2000. Indeed, a lot of this help will be requir

ed in the

restructuring of the health systemand in providing easy access to the needed health care
and services to

the mapjority who hitherto were denied these services. W in Africa wel come SouthAfrica to
the famly

of nations and hope they will be encouraged and given support to contribute to their figh

t agai nst di seases

that plague the continent. W are by duty bound therefore on behalf of the African countr

ies to endorse

the resuscitation of South Africals voting rights, and firmy support the resolution on S

outh Africa as

proposed by the honourabl e Chief Del egate of Zi nbabwe. Thank you very nmuch, M President.

The PRESI DENT:

I thank the del egate of Nigeria, and | recogni ze the del egate of Sanpa.

M SALA (Sanpa):

First | wish to congratulate you, M President. | amfroma tiny little island in the reg

ion of the

Western Pacific and no matter how small or how big our nations are, we cone here fromdif

ferent

backgrounds, different social econom c standing, different |anguages, different col our, d

ifferent religions,

but our com ng together today and for so many years in the past is for one purpose: to im

prove health for

all and the health of the world and our people. M President, we have a saying in Sanmpa w

hich really

means that all the policies and constitutions should be bent for a very val uabl e deci si on
whi ch we therefore

wi sh to endorse and to which we give our full support; | hope this Assenbly will give the



full endorsenent

i Mmediately to the resolution proposed by our coll eague from Zi nbabwe. This is another si
gn of solidarity

in our Health Assenbly. Thank you.

The PRESI DENT:
| thank the del egate of Sanpa. | now recogni ze the del egate of Egypt.
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The PRESI DENT:

Thank you. Are there any further observations? | see none. Therefore, having |istened to
observati ons and comments, especially the resolution on the privileges and rights of Sout
h Africa as noved

by Zi nbabwe, seconded by Nigeria and others, | take this opportunity to invite the Assenb
ly to adopt the

resol ution on the rights and privileges of South Africa.

In the absence of any objections, the resolution is adopted.

(Appl ause/ Appl audi ssenent c)

| recognize the del egate of South Africa.

Dr M3 JIMA (South Africa):

| thank you for the opportunity to address this neeting. M President, may | at the outse

t take the

opportunity to congratulate you on the assunption of the Presidency of this Assenbly. Sou

th Africa

pl edges its full support to you in the execution of your inportant task. It is a renmarkab
| e coincidence that

an African today presides over the proceedings that restore South Africais full rights an
d privileges in the

Heal th Assenbly.

M President, the opportunity to reassune all our rights in this august body is a nonmento
us one for

two reasons. First, South Africa is poised to celebrate the results of its first fully de
nocratic el ections.

These el ections have been dubbed a victory for peace and they epitom ze the ful fil nent of
the ideals of al

those South Africans who have struggled for a non-racial denocracy. Secondly, the 26-29 A
pril 1994

el ections have finally laid apartheid to rest. A free, non-racial, representative and dem
ocratically elected

government of national unity is about to be installed. These events explain the presence
of the South

African delegation to participate in this Forty-seventh Wrld Health Assenbly and offer m
e the singular

honour of addressing you on behalf of our country and people. The denise of apartheid and
the el ectora

process have been nmarked by a spirit of reconciliation which has surpassed all expectatio
ns. Signalling a

new begi nning, South Africans in their mllions stood in endl ess queues across colour lin
es determned to

regi ster their stanp of approval for the energi ng denpbcracy. Neither bombs, nor bullets,
nor admnistrative

| apses could deter them They were all united in their conviction on the inportance of st
eering the country

in a new direction.

The pressing challenge for all of us in South Africa now becones the need to sustain and
har ness t hat

ent husiasm There is a clear consensus in our country that the first step in this directi
on is that of laying

a solid foundation for addressing the soci oeconom ¢ expectations of the hitherto deprived
comunities.

As we South Africans enmbrace our freedom and enmbark on the adverse road of nation-buildin
g, we are

inspired by the know edge that Menber States of this august body, which has sustained us

through difficult

times in the past, will be with us again in the future. W thank you for your principal s
upport in our

struggle for denmocracy. W shall draw strength fromthat support and undertake to ensure
a solid

contribution to the devel opment of effective global action in the Wrld Health Organi zati
on’ s programres.
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By a renarkabl e coinci dence, the Wrld Health Assenbly provides the first opportunity for
Sout h

Africats incom ng governnent of national unity to resunme its full participation in an int

ernationa

organi zation. What nore fitting opportunity than the Assenbly of a body dedicated to the

heal t h and

wel fare of the worldts peoples? W recall with pride that South Africa was one of the fir

st signhatories to

the Constitution of WHO, on 7 August 1947. The Wirld Health Assenbly declared its rejecti

on of

apartheid in 1964, taking away South Africals right to vote through passing resolution WH

Al7.50. South

Africa subsequently suspended its participation whilst remaining a Menber. Since 1966 the
South African

Covernment has not participated in the Health Assenbly. However, WHO s determ nation for

justice in

South Africa ensured growi ng cooperation with the liberation novenents and t he peopl e of

sout hern Africa

at large. Today, the South African del egati on, which again takes up its seat, does so wit

h the bl essing of

the countryls transitional Executive Council. This is a body which since Decenber 1993 ha

s had the task

of levelling the political playing-field as well as endorsing nmajor policy decisions. The
del egati on has al so

been endorsed by the National Health Forum a body conmprising a wi de variety of role-play

ers in the health

sector, bound by a comon vision of constructing a better health systemfor all South Afr

i cans. Conmmon

threads which will underpin future policy have energed within and anongst the organizatio

ns represented

in the National Health Forum

There is agreenent that the underlying philosophy of our new health system nmust be the pr

i mary

heal th care approach whi ch WHO advocated and endorsed at the historic Al ma-Ata conference
The

concrete application of this approach is not going to be without difficulty, especially g

iven the reality of the

severe resource constraints and the historical inequities of our recent past. W are, the

refore, requesting

the international comunity to continue to provide material and technical support in the

reconstruction

of our social services, so that equitable health can be provided to all our people. W ha

ve in the nmeantine

produced a national health plan as a guideline to the reconstruction and devel opnent of a
new nati ona

health systemin our country.

Finally, M President, allow nme to extend a word of gratitude to the wonen and nmen of the
entire

wor |l d who stood by us in our struggl e against apartheid and racial discrimnation in Sout

h Africa. On:

gratitude also goes to the Wrld Health Organi zation and the Director-General, Dr Nakajim

a, the Regiona

Director for Africa, Dr Monekosso, and his office at |large, for their unwavering support

for the health of

our people. In the past three years, Dr Minekosso personally intervened in the formation

of the National

Heal th Forum i nside our country. He al so hel ped by giving technical support to the plann

ng process for

a new national health system Lately, he has facilitated the arrangenent of South Africat

s entry into the

activities of WHO and its African Region

A special word of gratitude goes to the front-line States, which have until recently born

e the brunt

during our march to freedom W thank you all

The PRESI DENT:

| thank the del egate of South Africa.

3. SECOND REPORT OF THE COVM TTEE ON NOM NATI ONS

DEUXI EME RAPPORT DE LA COVM SSI ON DES DESI GNATI ONS

The PRESI DENT:

| nowinvite the Assenbly to consider the second report of the Cormittee on Nom nations.

| ask



the Chairman of the Committee on Nominations, M Diop, to read the second report of the C
onm ttee,

contai ned i n document A47/40.
M7. DI OP (President de | a Comm ssion des Designations)
J ¢ vous renercie, Mnsieur le President.

Monsi eur le Directeur general, Mesdanes et Messieurs, au cours de sa premere seance tenu
e le

2 mai 1994, |a Conmi ssion des Designations a decide de proposer a |l Assenbl ee de |la Saute
, confornmement

a Particle 25 du Reglenent interieur de |l Assenbl ee, | es designations suivantes :



Vi ce-Presi dents de PAssenblee : Dr Pico (Argentine), Dr Fattah El Makhzangi (Egypte), Dr
Vol j c

(Sl ovenie), Dr Qurairat (Thailande), Dr Raj pho (Republique denocratique popul aire |ao).
Conmission A : President - Dr Rai (Indonesie).

Conmi ssion B : President - Dr Asaad (Arabic saoudite).

En ce qui concerne | es postes de nenbres du Bureau a pourvoir par voie dtelection, confor
nmement

a Particle 31 du Reglenent interieur de PAssenbl ee, | a Comm ssion a deci de de proposer le
s del egues des

di x-sept pays suivants : Bahre’in, Burkina Faso, Cap-Vert, Chine, Cuba, Etats-Unis d Aner
i que, Federation

de Russie, France, Gabon, Guatemala, Guinee, Iran (Republique islamque dt), Israel, J ap
on, Nigeria,

Royaune- Uni de G ande-Bretagne et dllrlande du Nord, et Venezuel a.

El ection of the Eve Vice-Presidents

El ection des cing vicepregdents de |’ Assenbl ee

The PRESI DENT:

Thank you, M Diop. | nowinvite the Assenbly to pronounce in order on the nom nations pr
oposed

for its decision. W shall begin with the election of the five Vice-Presidents of the Hea
[th Assenbly. Are

there any comments or observations? | see none and | therefore propose that the Assenbly
decl are the

five Vice-Presidents el ected by accl amation

(Appl ause/ Appl audi ssenment s)

The PRESI DENT:

| shall now determne by |Iot the order in which the Vice-Presidents shall be requested to
serve shoul d

the President not be available to act between sessions.

The results are as follows, and the Vice-Presidents will act in the follow ng order: the

first will be

Pr of essor Vannareth Raj pho of the Lao Peoples Denocratic Republic; the second, Dr A Abde
| Fattah

El Makhzangi of Egypt; the third, Dr AL Qurairat of Thailand; the fourth, Dr B. Voljc of
Sl oveni a, and

the fifth, Dr A L. Pico of Argentina. | now request the five Vice-Presidents to cone to t
he rostrum and

take their places there.

El ection of the Chairnmen of the main conmttees

El ection des presidents des comm ssions principales

The PRESI DENT:

We now cone to the election of the Chairman of Conmittee A Are there any comments on the
proposal s of the Committee on Nom nations? There being no cenents, | invite the Assenbly

to decl are

Dr N.K Rai (Indonesia) elected Chairman of Comrmittee A by accl amation

(Appl ause/ Appl audl ksenenm

The PRESI DENT:

We shall now proceed to elect the Chairman of Commttee B. Are there any comments? There
bei ng no objections, | invite the Assenbly to declare Dr M S.E. Asaad (Saudi Arabia) elec

ted Chairman

of Committee B by acclamation

(Appl ause / Appl audi ssenent s)
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A4TI VR 2
Establ i shment of the General Conmittee
Constitution du Bureau de PAssenbl ee
The PRESI DENT:
In accordance with Rule 31 of the Rules of Procedure, the Comrittee on Nom nations has pr
oposed
the nanmes of 17 countries the del egates of which, added to the officers just elected, wou
I d constitute the
" General Committee of the Assenbly. These proposal s provide for an equitabl e geographica
| distribution
of the General Committee. If there are no observations, | declare those 17 countries elec
ted. Thank you.
Before adjourning this plenary neeting | would rem nd you that the General Committee of t
he
Assenbly will be neeting imediately in RoomVII. The nenbers of the General Conmittee ar
e the
Presi dent and the Vice-Presidents of the Assenbly, the Chairnmen of the main conmittees, a
nd the
del egates of the 17 countries you have just elected, and who names | shall now repeat: Ba
hrai n, BurKkina
Faso, Cape Verde, China, Cuba, France, Gabon, Quatemala, Guinea, Iran (lslamc Republic o
f), lIsrael,
Japan, N geria, Russian F ederation, United Kingdom of Geat Britain and Northern Irel and
, United States
of Anerica, Venezuel a.

The next plenary neeting will be held tonorrow at 9h00. The neeting is now adj ourned.
The neeting rose at 17h22.
La Seance est |evee a 17h22.



