31st Decenber, 1984.

Conrade T.T. Nkabi

Box 31791,

Lusaka,

Zanbi a.

Dear Conrade Nkobi

During our last trip to Africa, we received the upsetting

news that bales of uniformmaterial intended for SOVAFCO

ended up not doing what it was painstakingly solicited for.
Instead, it was distributed generously to Conrades in

East Ahri ca.

Fromthe time we ware askedh to find a donor to the time of
actually getting ans, we nade nany vain attenpts to interest
friends on the question of a schaol unifurm Scandinavi ans

are generally opposed to the very notion of a school uniform

as they consider it a formaf rsginmantation. Hence, we were
quite relieved when the Finnish Africa Conmttee nmade this

first centributian to us. This, after two and a half years

of searchi ng.

Us parsanally had to make sure that the material was of the
quality needing very little care. Each student was to hava

a sat a? three unifarnma per week with an estimted 300 students,
over a three year period. There was navy creasasrasi atant Fabric
for pants and tunics; white cotton Fabric far shirts. Al
possi bl e accessories were considered and purchased, 1.3. buttons,
Zi ppers, binding, inter and inner facing material, scissors.
hooks, press and eyes. The Bill af Lading was sent early

enough for anyone rsceiving the shipnent to have had tine to
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consult in case of uncertainty as ta the end use of the goods.
The very nature of the content with such accessories should have
al erted anyene of the special nature of the shipnment.

You can therefore understand our anger when suits, costunes etc
becarme the final product. To boot, we |earned with added

di sgust that sane of ths Fabric was sold to Tanzani ahs.

Morse still is our suspicion that ha acknow edgeneht was ever
made to the donor otherw se we uaul d have received a copy.

Besi des, it would have been narmal to indicate of what particul ar
value the gift was - in which case thn ward "unitarn" uauld

have suggested itself.

He are eager for an explanation as ta how such a grass m suse
occured. \When the donors realise the vimation nf their wi shes
to outfit the pupils in accordance with ANC stipul ations, us
will look like an organisation that solicits under fal se pretax.
Qur raflactian | eads us to the conclusion that those respansible
shoul d be the ones who should hunt for replacenent.

Pardon the anger but the entire episode dues nut amnuse.

Amandl a.
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Li ndi ue Mabuza.

Chi ef Ragrasantati ve.

cc. Internatiunal Dept.

Chi ef Rep. - Tanzani a,

Conr ade Stan Mabi zel a.

Principal - T. Msako.



