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Only a start

HITE South Africans have
been presented with two se-
ductive temptations this
. week. The temptation that a
. simple apology for apartheid can be
' an absolution, and the temptation to
. believe the ANC’s public willing-
| ness to debate nationalisation sig-
'~ nals business as usual for the pri-
. vate sector.

Deputy Foreign Minister Leon
| Wessels’ apology in Parliament
' does not mean black South Africans
. will be content. Nor does the sug-
- gestion in the ANC'’s journal, Mayi-
. buye, that nationalisation be
' debated mean the ANC’s leaders
~ can single-handedly rid the organi-
. sation of one of its oldest articles of
| faith.

Succumbing to either temptation
. would be short-sighted. For busi-
. ness now to sit back smugly and
' assume that its arguments in favour
 of private enterprise have swayed
. the ANC as a whole would be fool-

- ish. The ANC’s debate with itself

has barely begun. Just as the
. National Party’s leadership needs
help to admit apartheid was wrong,
. so too do pragmatic ANC leaders
need help in the difficult job of
| persuading their supporters that
. nationalisation and expropriation
| are dead-end streets.

' The Mayibuye article trotted out
' many misconceptions about nation-
. alisation — that it will lead to more
- and better-paid jobs, that it was the
| policy of white governments bent
| on providing sinecures for their sup-
porters and that it will lead to
| better occupational safety. The

standpoints of committed pro-
nationalisation factions in the SACP
and NUM were clear. But the arti-
cle also enumerated many draw-
backs — the likely emigration of
skills, the fact that increased state
ownership could deter foreign in-
vestment and so on.

And that, in its turn, displayed a
realisation by the ANC’s thinkers
that there is little point in winning
the political kingdom if it does not
come accompanied by a vibrant
economy.

We are all entering the new South
Africa weighed down with the bag-
gage of decades-old slogans and
policies.fNy debating nationalisa-
tion, the ANC is not only displaying
a realisation that strategies are
needed which deliver the economic
goods but also that it is pragmatic
enough to concentrate on goals
rather than slogans.

How does business encourage the .

shift? Principally by accepting that
making a successful transition to a
wealthy and democratic country
will involve a lot of effort, discom-
fort and cost. Business has to prove
to the majority that free enterprise
can satisfy black economic aspira-
tions quickly — the jobs, homes,
education, medical care and career
prospects whites take for granted.
If it does, the government is less
likely to be swayed by populist de-
mands as this century fades.
Throwing money at the problem
will not be enough on its own. The
ANC is demonstrating its capacity
for flexibility; business has now to
do some serious shifting of its own.

Kﬁ@ Eonorsi UL
sit on funds
Business Day Reporter
THE ANC has still not re-
?vr::d:ny of the millions |
thelson Mandella!
during two foreign tours

ANC finance director
Vusi Khanyile said at the
weekend the organisation
had not yet received the

from Mandela’s

tour in June, and it was
not expecting to receive
anywhere near the hun-
dreds of millions reported-

ly Igleclged. §
e said a figure of R5m
was “not far off”.
However, the ANC was in
contact with organisers of
Mandela’s US trip, who in-
dicated that the money

| would still be forthcoming.

Mandela reportedly re-
ceived pledges of up to
R70m during a tour of the
Far East in October.

Khanyile said these funds
had also not been received,
and some donors were ex-

pected to renege.
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Why apartheid

hurts Minister

Leon Wessels, who apologised for apartheid
in Parliament this week, yesterday told
Sowetan how he had come to see the light.

Wessels said in an interview in Cape Town
yesterday that his apology for apartheid stood.

He said he had no problem with saying he
‘was sorry for the hurt and displacement which
millions of black South Africans suffered un-
der apartheid.

Wessels said he did not convert overnight.

He first realised that apartheid was wrong
when he visited unrest areas in 1985, when he
was the deputy Minister of Law and Order.

“It was in Munsieville in 1985, where I
met ordinary black people under the threat of
forced removal.

“I saw the squalor and the hurt and suffer-
ing ... It was then that I decided that we had
gone wrong,’” he said.

Wessels had in the past six years also fre-
quently met Archbishop
the Rev Frank Chikane of the South African
Council of Churches.

In his discourse with the two church lead-
ers (to name but two) he found profound hope

He explained that he regularly visited
shebeens in poverty-stricken townships and
was amazed at the amount of “‘goodwill’’ and

DEPUTY Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr |

By ISMAIL LAGARDIEN
Political Correspondent

camaraderie among black people against
pernicious laws such as the now abolished In-
flux Control and the Group Areas Act.

During the historic apology in Parliament
on Wednesday, Wessels said: “‘Aparteid was
a terrible mistake that blighted our land.

“With the benefits of hindsight we now
know that we have hurt our fellow-
countrymen. .

““The only manner to successfully build
our joint future is if we are, inter alia, brutally
frank and honest about the past.

Apology

““We had failed to listen to the laughing
and the crying of our people.

“Thaxmustneverhappenagain.lamsony
forhavingbeensohardofheaﬂngforsolong.
So indifferent.”

Wessels’s formal apology comes within
days of a refusal by State President FW de
Klerk to apologise for apartheid.

De Kilerk said in a television interview last
Sundaynightthathispp‘tywemoonmtlyin
search of just solutions and suggested that an
apology was unnecessary.




‘Organised , .
business v
to hold talks
with Mandela

T\ Financial Reporter
ORGANISED business plans to hold
meetings with Mr Nelson Mandela,
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi and other
black political and business leaders.
- Mr Leslie Boyd, president of the
newly-formed SA Chamber of Business
— the body formed from the amalga-
mation of the Federated Chamber of
Industries and Assocom — said in a
statement today it was hoped to hold
the first meeting with Mr Mandela
“shortly”. ;

Other meetings, to be organised with
heads of national states, the National
African Federated Chamber of Com-
merce (Nafcoc) and other bodies, would
be “structured over the next few
months.

“The chamber believes that the
changing circumstances in South Afri-
ca and the new perceptions emerging
abroad require a fresh in-depth ex-
change of views between business and
black leaders,” said Mr Boyd.

“Particular attention will be given to

the constitutional debate. |

i
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ea culpa

I'T’s jolly decent when members of the govern-
ment confess to the sin of apartheid or admit
that it was a terrible mistake.

Foreign Minister Pik Botha says apartheid is
tantamount to a sin and he acknowledges
that many wrong things have been done.

“We simply could not go on with policies that

were a failure both economically (and) inter-

nationally, and that we could not morally jus-
tify.

“To allocate rights and privileges on the basis

of a physical characteristic was really tanta-
mount to sin . . . of sinning against God be-
cause He created all of us,” Mr Botha said in
an interview with former newspaper editor
Donald Woods.

Mr Gene Louw, Minister of Home Affairs,
told Parliament that 40 years of heartsore
apartheid discrimination was going to be
eliminated with the repeal of the Population
Registration Act. -

“It is clear that the cornerstone of apartheid is
being removed and-that race won't intrude
on the freedom of the individual. It is a mile-
stone in South African history and an import-
ant turn on the road to the elimination of
discrimination.”

And this week Mr Leon Wessels, Deputy Mi-
nister of Foreign Affairs, said in Parliament
that apartheid had been a terrible mistake
that had blighted the land.

With the benefit of hindsight, “we now know
that we hurt our fellow countrymen.

“We had failed to listen to the laughing and
crying of our people. That must never hap-
pen again. I am sorry for having been so hard
of hearing for so long. So indifferent.”

It is nice to know that Nationalist leaders are
admitting the error of their ways.

After all, from Mr Botha, the most senior
Cabinet Minister, down, they were all a party
to the system they now find so sinful, so de-
plorable, so hurtful.

A system, moreover, that has been in force for
almost 40 years of Nationalist rule,

It is also a system that has been so ingrained in
the people of this country, particularly Afri-
kaners, that even now that it is being done
away with, there is a big section of the popu-

lation that still clings to it, still regards apart-

heid as the salvation of the White man, still
believes it is a fair and just policy, still be-
lieves that there should be no sharing of pow-
oI ;

It is a pity that it has taken the National Party
so long to realise the terrible harm caused to
people of colour.

It was not as if the National Party wasn’t told
of the suffering that apartheid was causing,
of the destructive effect it had on people who
were relegated to second-class citizenship in
the land of their birth.

But it also denied the majority of the people of
this country a good education, opportunities
to share in the bounty of the country, the
chance to live in dignity and to prosper.

Even now, with the country changing dramat-
ically, it will be years before the effects of
apartheid, the legacy of apartheid, are elimi-
nated. ;

Yes, it was time for the National Party to ad-
mit that apartheid was not only harmful, de-
structive and the cause of universal outrage;
it was also time the NP tossed it out. Which is
what the party and government are doing.

However, we don’t think that members of the
-government should start beating their breasts
about their sinful policies of the past.

We don’t think, either, they should overdo
their tears of remorse.

It was their party’s policy, and if they felt it
was a terrible one, they should have got out
of the party and the government long ago.

The best thing to do is to ensure that the policy
that is being substituted is not-only fair, ho-
nest and non-racial, but will protect the
country from having a government that will
make life as unbearable for the Whites as

apartheid was for people of colour.

We have to live under a truly democratic, non-
racial, non-oppressive system which guaran-
‘tees the rights of all, especially minorities; if
the government achieves this, it will make
amends for apartheid.




Editor’s notes

T

ALL this talk of ANC exiles refusing to
return home for various reasons
brings to mind Breyten Breytenbach,
last of the true revolutionaries. At
least that was how he appeared to a
whole generation of students in
search of a Che Guevara role model
for South Africa in the sixties. Breyten
seemed to fit the bill. He had a beard,
and he was credited by the establish-
ment with being a dangerous left-wing
intellectual.
But we never got to know Breyten
- because he was already living “in
exile” in Paris. Rick Turner was our
man. Newly arrived from the S
bonne in 1968 to teach pl phy
Stellenbosch, already a leg ir
own time (still in his twenties)
brought a whiff of Red Danny onto
campus. In those days the French and
- American universities were in tur-
moil; revolution hung in the air. And
the Moody Blues and the Beach Boys
were the thing to listen to when not
listening to Turner spouting Hegel,
Marx and Marcuse. For there were
few lecturers better qualified to intro-
duce impressionable minds on an Af-
rikaans campus to Utopia than this
paragon who had just completed his
doctoral thesis at the feet of the mas-
ter himself, Jean Paul Sartre.

We were all very fond of Rick. He
was a genuinely subversive icono-
clast, and South Africa lost an original
when an assassin’s bullet cut- him
down in front of his daughter when he
moved to Natal a few years later. His
Eye of the Needle is still required read-

ing. .
But I digress. Back to Breyten. In
this intellectual ferment, the Afri- |

kaans literary movement known as the
Sestigers dominated South African
writing. Etienne le Roux, André Brink
and other novelists turned the values
of Afrikanerdom upside down. Every
new book produced a scandal, a revo-

# lution in the Volksanschauung. But the

purists, the true cognoscenti, people

oht Wi 5, Tb. 199

he disillusi

like Rick Turner, reserved judgement.
It was all very well to preach revolu-
tion from comfortable sinecures in the
::sc;:mtry; quite another to be an activ-

An exception was made for Breyten-
bach, the only Sestiger willing toyﬁive
out his revolutionary beliefs. It was
Breyten who lived abroad in penury,
married a “non-white” (“Yolande, Yo-
lande, gee my jou hande ...”) and

wrote mould-breaking books which
won prize after prize while the Afri-
kaans doges .choked on the prodigy.
Eventually his revolutionary fervour

Breyten Breytenbach

led to a lengthy prison sentence in one
of the National Party’s jails. In later
years, a free man again, he was a mov-
ing spirit b_ehmd the early Afrikaner/
ANC meetings in Dakar, although he
can never be said to have been a
proper ANC supporter himself.

by David Willers

oned revolutionary

South Africa has been staod on
its head since. De Klerk and Man-
dela are almost constitutional
chums and the once unimaginable
is in sight: the end of apartheid
and the start of democratic major-
ity rule. Everyone seems to have
applauded these happenings, but
from Breytenbach there has been,
as he would put it, the “silence of
fire”. Now, finally, he has given his
opinion*. His fans, expecting the
unexpected, will not be disap-
pointed.

Breytenbach dismisses both De
Klerk’s reforms and ANC compro-

mise. He says the South African:

| state today is by definition oppres: |

‘sive, exclusive, jealous and totali-

tarian. A counter-force has be-
come essential to replace the
“opposition” now that they have
compromised the moral high

-ground of the revolution in so-

called “nation building”. He him-
self has decided to fall back on
radical “certainties” in the face of
the realities. He says:

e The South African state is still
illegal; it never had internal legiti-
macy and international accep-
tance is only the recognition of
shared .interests in the rule of a
minority of settlers, No transition
in such an historical context will
ever enjoy legitimacy.

e The “movement” (ANC) lacks
the courage and the power to
implement an alternative state
system.

e The ANC remains a confused
midwife for the SA Communist
Party, unable to leave “mother”.

e The collapse of the workers’
state is rooted in a recognition o
the totalitarian nature of “demo-
cratic centralism”.

e Africa is finished, ruined (“in

sy moer”) and with it the concept
of “independence”, although civil
wars will eventually die out be-
cause there will be nothing left to
plunder.

e The baby of revolution has

" been thrown out with the bathwa-

ter to join mass action, arn;ed
struggle, culture, own affairs,

democracy and non-racism, all of

which have the smell of death
about them.

e But the “icy waters of selfish
reckoning” which are threatening
to drown everyone still mean that
people will cling to the idea of the
“struggle” to provide the central
arena of a new South African con-
sciousness,. if for no other reason
than to survive. A new South
Africa or death!

Breytenbach writes that it is
only by defining things in these
terms that he can make any sense
of the current slaughter in South
Africa. One day, he says, De Klerk
and Mandela will have to appear
in the same court to explain why
the lives of people in the country
seem to be worth less than a fly’s,
and why they closed their eyes and
ignored the blood in order to g0
ahead with yet another tepid poli-
tical move.

Thus Breyten Breytenbach, the
disillusioned revolutionary. He
would be a stranger in the circles
swhich, are working feveri hly to

-bring about the new Souih.African

democracy and it 18 doubtful
whether they would share his dark
view. Natal Witness columnist
Oscar Dhlomo for instance, will be
launching his Institute fora Multi-
Party Democracy in Cape Town

f this coming Monday, February 25,

The institute will promote toler-
ance and national reconciliation
in South Africa. Dhlomo’s vision 18
not the holistic bleakness of Brey-
tenbach's failed revolution but a
search for practical symbols to
unite people. For starters, his
institute will look for a new nat-

ional flag, national anthem, re-
vised public holidays and new nat-
ional monuments. (Perhaps he
should invite the Pretoria City
Council which is putting up a sta-
tue of Dr Verwoerd; just the sort of
unifying symbol South Africa
doesn’t need at present!)
Professor Willem de Klerk,
brother of the president, is
another pragmatist. Where Brey-
tenbach sees no legitimacy in the
present order, De Klerk sees the
opposite; in international politics
the aim is to become the new en-
trepreneurs of southern Africa.
This is now possible, he argues,
because the government is no
longer 1'mmoral or illegitimate; it
has achieved credibility. Negotia-
tions could take eight years to
completion, he says, adding that
it'll be all right on the night.
‘Realist, pragmatist or disillu-
sioned spectator like Breyten-
bach. You make your choice, but I
feel the view looks different from
Paris where the French as a whole
have begun to abandon Africa.
Perhaps Oscar could offer Breyten
a_job, entice him home and con-
vince him otherwise. Rumour has
it that he's weighing up an offer
from the University of the Western
Cape. One wonders what Rick
Turner would have made of it all.

® *Die Suid Afrikaan, March 1991.
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Paying for
peace

Despite the fact that some leaders
are calling for the nationalisation
of almost every aspect of the economy,

there are others who are aware that the

business community still has a role to
play — especially in Natal — in promot-
ing the peace process. A reasonable sug-

estion has been made by these leaders

hat businessmen in their factories and
shops could do much to spread the good
news that iiEeace has now broken out in
Natal/KwaZulu. This proposal is a wel-
come development, and its implementa-
tion should go a long way to normalising
the situation.

However, when it comes to asking pri-
vate enterprise to make lgegnerous con-
tributions towards rebuilding wrecked
homes and schools, many eople will
have reservations. For too long private
businesses have been regarded as “bot-
tomless pits” of finance for schermes of
social upliftment in South Africa. Simon
Brand has now joined other prominent
South Africans in suggesting that the
Government should use its powers to
wrest money from the life insurance
giants to help the less-developed parts
of the economy. These entrepreneurs,
whether they be industrialists or insur-
ance tycoons, are in business to make
Eroﬁts for their investors and policy-

olders. They have to handle their as-
sets with caution and cannot be prodigal
in disbursing them in non-profit-making
enterprises.

On the other hand, as that pioneer
free trade economist Adam Smith main-
tained, “self-interest” is one of the key
motivating influences when it comes to
undertaking economic enterf)rises.
With this in mind, it would be politic for

our financial giants to review their long-

term economic strategy with the specific
aim of sugporting worthy development
rojects. Cynical as this economic phi-
anthropy might seem, it should serve to
take the wind out of the sails of those
radicals who wish to destroy the present
Rt&_yate enterprise system in South
ica.

Educational
standards

ames Moulder is well known for his

pronouncements on education. How-
ever, his latest assertion that post-apart-
heid education will be at a lower level
must not be accepted uncritically.
. In education, what South Africa needs
is a levelling'of standards, not a decline -
into a malaise of mediocrity. All our uni-
versities, despite their financial diffi-
culties, are aiming at achieving excel-
lence in their endeavours, and the same
efforts to achieve the highest standards
should be the motivating policy in our
schools. Unless this is the case, all the
advances made in school education in
South Africa in the last 50 years will
come to nothing.

It is all very well to state that the
teacher-%upxl ratio can be increased to
one teacher to 50 pupils, but what will
this do to the morale of the teaching pro-
fession? Today, teachers are still under-
paid and are Being increasin over-
worked. Teachers’ rofessional
societies should protest in the strongest
terms about this merciless exploitation

of their expertise and professional

goodwill. In no other profession does
one have to encounter one’s clients en
masse. Furthermore, many of these pu-
pils are reluctant learners, which adds
still further to the strains of teachinig.
Who among our bright young peop
today would want to enter the teaching
profession under such rapidly deterio-
rating circumstances? :
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Hundreds

free

CAPE TOWN: -—~Se-___

ven former Umkhonto
we Sizwe (MK) com-
batants stepped ashore
from the Robben Is-
land ferry yesterday, to
be met by a tumultous
welcome.

Hundreds
carrying - ANC * colours’
and welcoming ‘posters
mobbed the prison pen on
Table Bay harbour’s No 5
quay to watch the seven
former prisoners disem-
bark from the prisons’
ferry, Penguin.

The men, wearing drab
prison suits, were Mr Sazi
Veldman, Mr Cecil Esau,
Mr Quinton Michaels, Mr
Douglas Nyamya and Mr
Nazeem Lowe, Mr Colin
Ndevu and Mr Solomon
Mokape.

of people _

.:“_

= Mr

‘Michagls, - with a
-garland draped around
his neck and well-wishers

cramming him from all

sides, said: “I am very,
very glad . . . excited. It
has been such a long
time.”

Senior  ANC officials
were at the gates to the
wire pen from which the
beaming and somewhat
bewildered  ex-political
convicts emerged, accom-
panied by shouted ANC
slogans and ululating
from the pressing crowd.

Scores of excited schol-
ars from Athlone’s Silver-
stream Secondary School.
where Mr Michaels last
taught before his arrest,
mobbed the former teach-

_Er.

The released men were
driven to the Western

;

Province
Church’s . Cowley House'
in Woodstock for a Press
conference and a meeting
with friends and relatives.

Reading a joint state-
ment on behalf of his fel-
low former prisoners, Mr
Veldman said: “Once
again the government is
using the release of politi-
cal prisoners to boost its
own image and credibili-
ty.

“Despite  agreements
with the ANC, it is reluc-
tant. to immediately and
unconditionally  release
all political prisoners. It
has conveniently selected
a few of our comrades for
release in order to further
its own agenda.”

Echoing the words of
ANC Western Cape con-
venor Mr Reggie Septem-

Council” ‘of

welcome 7
prlsoners

ber Mr Vcldman said the
releases resulted from
popular pressure, and not’
from the government.

“We  call on all the
people throughout our
land . . . to further mobi-

lise and redouble their ef-
forts to secure the release
of all political prisoners,
not only those on Robben
Island.”

Yengeni trialist Ms Jen-
ny Schreiner, speaking on
behalf of the SA Com-
munist Party, and MK
member Mr Bongani Jo-
nas welcomed the re-
leased men on behalf of
their respective organisa-
tions.

Greeting the former
prisoners as active partici-
pants in the “heroic
peoples’ army”, Mr Jonas
said the armed struggle
remained one the four pil-
lars on which the ANC
rested its efforts to
achieve the transfer of
power. — Sapa.




HE ANC’s position on sanc-
tions remains as ambiguous
as ever.

Nelson Mandela said this week
that sanctions should stay until
apartheid has been eradicated. Se-
nior foreign affairs official Yusuf
Saloojee said the incremental lift-
ing of sanctions was “quite
acceptable” to the movement.

This recalls the debacle at the
ANC’s consultative conference
last December, when president
Oliver Tambo first said it was
time to review sanctions and a
few hours later led the call to
maintain full punitive measures.

A story Sauer has heard more
than once is that foreign affairs
head Thabo Mbeki slipped-in the
“sanctions rethink” paragraph in
Tambo’s opening address without,
shall we say, the full knowledge of
his president or deputy president.

= 3 - A
Stand by for new-style diplomacy
once Harry Schwarz takes over as
ambassador in Washington. He's
been doing lots of homework and

The
Inside
| Track

already has a “master plan”. This
will be unveiled to US staff on his
first working day in March.

Speaking at Wits this week
Schwarz said he didn't consider
the cocktail circuit a goed place
for influencing policies.

He'd rather be out talking to
people — “you’ve get to influence
the people who infiuence the peo-
ple who make the foreign policy”.

One thing he’ll be urging will be
that Americans don’t lose interest
in us after apartheid has gone.
Also, he’ll be trying to drum up
support for his “social market” vi-
sion of the new SA economy.
Which policy, he claimed, had al-
ready gained two new supporters
in President de Klerk and Pik
Botha. “And even the ANC is

THE Skar 24 Februdr

Ambiguity is still AN

starting to like it — it worries
me,” he quipped.
- g, .80
Schwarz acknowledges he’ll have
to behave diplomatically in his
new role — although “the last
thing anyone would describe me
as is a diplomat”.

Many a politico who's rubbed
up against Harry in the past
would agree. Some eyebrows
might raise, though, at his asser-
tion that he’d never regarded him-
self as a politician either.

“I'm a political scientist, not a
politician — it's the same differ-
ence as between a criminal and a
criminologist.”

i (= i M v

Government and ANC agreed last
week that intimidation would not
be used in mass action campaigns.

When a top ANC official was
asked by a journalist whether the
parties had thrashed out a defini-
tion of “intimidation” — a word
that could mean vastly different

things to different people — he

said they hadn’t.
“That’s precisely why we could
ch such an agreement,” he said
quite happily.

(o Y < O ‘
Deputy Labour Party leader
Miley, Richards lost his Kurds the

y.

s become unofficial chap-
eron to several refugees from
Kurdistan (Iraq) who have wan-

years.

They're\now living “somewhere
in South Africa” pending a deci-
sion on asylum. They were staying
with Richards, but suddenly
they’ve been mislaid.

“They're qut on their own and

ey haven't|even got money for
cigarettes,” said the agitated MP.

The concern stems from the
Kurds’ fear that if they are identi-
fied, Saddam Hussein might retal-
iate against their families.

It is unclear whether they've
just gone AWOL -awhile or have
got that old wanderlust again.

Yoo tor Grr |

dered thiworld in boats for two

s order of the day

Moral: if you éan’t find Kurds,
keep trying a-whey. Sorry.
8% Bya

A little piece of history went by
unheralded recently in the Free
State gold fields. :

For while the firing of a miner
may not be an unusual occur-
rence, a dismissal in Welkom cer-
tainly was. - : - j

In the heart of ultra-conserva-
tism, the miner who was given his
marching orders was white, and
the supervisor doing the firing
was black.

: (= 1153« B8

Fritz Kraehmer, Pretoria’s city
planning director, believes his city
could “land up looking ridiculous”

Af it refused to have a square

named after Hendrik Verwoerd.
“If we are to denigrate previous
politicians, we’ll have to pull
down buildings, bridges, and hos-
pitals.” ; "
Both views are highly debat-
able, but it’s a pity Johannesburg

Hospital, that architectural mon-
strosity, wasn’t named after the
late PM. Then there’d be good
reason to demolish it. !
At least Jo'burgers can grumble
at the traffic in-Hendrik Verwoerd
Drive.
o0
From a Sapa report in The Citizen
about . the unfortunate accident
that befell Helena Botha (Mrs Pik)
when she slipped in a Cape Town
supermarket this week: “Her arm
was fractured in several places,
but the injury was not serious.”
Thank goodness. She might have
hurt herself. |
2 AR

What do you call an Iraqi, as op-
posed to an American, foot sol-
dier? .
A Jihad Joe.
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THE Gulf war has dlatmcted attention from
what is going on here.

The announcement that Mr Nelson Mandela,
the African National Congress deputy presi-
dent, and Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, lead-
er of the Inkatha Freedom Party and chief
minister of KwaZulu, are to meet on January
29 is welcome news.

Like others, we have been urging them to
meet, since there can be no peace if they
don’t reach an agreement that violence by
members of their organisations should end.

Although aides on both sides warn that the
meeting does not mean that their differences
are about to be resolved, or that peace is
around the corner, at least it will be a good
beginning.

And if they only offer each other the hand of
friendship, they will provide some hope.

Less pleasing — indeed, totally reprehensible
— is the disclosure that the ANC affiliate,
the Civics Association of the Southern Trans-

~vaal, is to intensify pressure on Coloured and
Indian councillors to resign and that White
councillors will soon be similarly targeted.

Cast president, Mr Moses Mayekiso, says that
the speed of political change is too slow. “We
at Cast believe that we have to get rid of the
structures ourselves. If we don’t, the process
will take too long.”

The campaign to force Black councillors has
been accompanied by rank intimidation and
violence, with Black councillors murdered
and others having their homes petrol
bombed or attacked with hand-grenades.

Nearly 300 councillors have quit and many
Black local authorities have collapsed.

If the only way to get rid of present structures
is by violence or intimidation, then it says
little for the democratic values Cast and

other radical organisations profess to follow. =

The government can take its share of the
blame for what has developed, for instead of
taking strong action to end the attacks on
Black local authorities, it has stated that they
are unsuited to the New South Africa, and
that they will be replaced (at first it said this
would be done when the new dispensation is
negotiated, but now it talks of an interim
change, with one tax base for Black and
White areas).

We wonder what the government’s response
will be if White councillors have petrol
bombs and hdnd -grenades tossed into their
homes.

We can assure it that the public will demand
the severest action against the perpetrators,
since it would be nothing less than a descent
into anarchy.

We have said it often enough: The future of
local authorities is a matter that must be part
of the negotiations for a new constitution.

And since the government has admitted the
need to change the local authority system,
the radicals should await the negotiations
instead of trying to kill off the system — and
good race relations.

The ANC has also announced it is intensifying
its mass action to coincide with the opening
of Parliament on February 1, so, despite the,
State President’s warning to i to desist, it
intends to go on with its dangerous protests,
stayaways and boycotts.

This does not suggest that the ANC is hstenmg
to the State President. On the contrary, it is
proceeding with its own agenda, which is on
classic revolutionary lines, namely, to mobi-
lise the masses while destroying the existing
structures and making the country ungovern-
able. ]

The State President and Mr Mandela meet
fairly often to iron out problems.

We think Mr De Klerk should tell Mr Mandela
in no uncertain terms that the campaign
against councillors of all races, as well as
mass action, are unacceptable and must end.

For if they don’t, this is going to be an even
more turbulent year than 1990 and the
chances of achieving a peaceful settlement
will be severely limited.

The country needs peace, goodwill and recon-
ciliation, and is sick and tired of the unrest,
the v10lencc, the threats and the 1nt1m1-
dation. =

Are you listening, Mr Mandela?
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"THE report of the Auditor-
General, Mr Peter Wronsley,

Civil Co-operation Bureau -
which was tabled in Parlia-
ment on Tuesday - reads like
a catalogue of deceit. :

that investigating the expenditure
of the shadowy organisation was
\_like walking into a strange room
to find the lights suddenly
snapped off and the door slammed
shut.

It was like being blindfolded,
spun around and shoved down a
chute into darkness, he said.

The report was tabled by the
Minister of Finance, Mr Barend
du Plessis, in response to a ques-
tion by Democratic Party MP, Mr.
Jasper Walsh.

Besides reporting heavy finan-
cial discrepancies and un-
authorised spending of State
funds, Wronsley reports recorded
instances of a cover-up and with-
holding information from auditing
staff,

Restsricted

These investigations were gov-
erned by the Defence Special Ac-
count Act.

The scope of the re-audit of the
Special Defence Account was
restricted to the sub-project
““Triplane’” - a codename for the
CCB - for the financial year 1988
to 1989.

Wronsley explains in the report
that the need, arose to look at
“‘certain’’ CCB transactions in the
financial year 1990 to 1991.

In terms of accounting for the
‘money spent, the Act then places
“the Minister of Defence, General
Magnus Malan, and Du Plessis in
the dock.

Wronsley explains: ‘“The Min-

‘Now

on the expenditure of the

Wronsley says in the report .

here

f D wkh

Political Correspondent
ISMAIL LAGARDIEN
probes the web of deceit
that still surrounds the
South African Defence
Force’s shadowy Civil Co-

operation Bureau.

ister of Defence must, firstly, have
approved the project or sub-
project within which the CCB op-
erated as a special Defence Force
activity or purchase. :

‘‘Secondly, the Minister of Fi-
nance must, in response to a for-
mal request by his colleague, have
approved the utilisation of funds
for the defrayment of expenditure
on the project og, sub-project con-
cerned.”’

However, he says in his report,
it was in this regard that the
original auditing team found ex-
treme difficulty.

““The SADF was, upon being
queried, unable to produce explicit
ministerial approvals within the
context of the law.”’

Accessibility to relevant finan-
cial and operational files as well

25

as vouchers was problematic
throughout, Wronsley said.
Although he had been assured

" by means of an ‘‘unequivocal’

parliamentary directive that he,
would have unimpeded access to’
all relevant archives, so many bar-
riers were raised ‘‘that effective
(he stresses this) as against purely
nominal auditing was not pos-
sible’’.

Many reasons were forwarded,
and auditing had to be suspended
and was completed in four phases,
Wronsley explained.

Difficulties

““In compliance with the JCPA
(Joint Committee on Public Ac-
counts) recommendations of
March 14 1990 and after as-
surances by the Chief of Special
Forces that every co-operation
would be given, my auditor com-
menced his audit on March 22
1990, but was on the same day
denied access by the acting Com-
manding General of Special
Forces - at that time Major-
General Eddie Webb.

““The audit was resumed on
March 28 1990, after I had inter-
vened personally but it had once
again to be suspended on April 12
1990 as a result of a lack of co-
operation.

‘On April 30 I set out my dif-
ficulties, in great detail, in a letter
to the Minister of Finance enclos-
ing an unsigned and extremely
negative draft report which, I told
him, I would be compelled to pro-
duce if the situation persisted.

“On May 21 1990, after re-
newed personal assurances to me
by the Chief of the SADF and the
Chief of the Special Forces, the
audit was resumed, but had, per-
force, and for substantially the
same reasons as before, again to
be suspended on July 25 1990.

re near the
truth of CCB thing

*“I advised the Chief of the
SADF that August 31 was my
final deadline, after which I would
take action in accordance with the
law." ;

‘At the request of the Chief of
the SADF, the deadline was ex-
tended to permit finalisation of the
audit with sight of new vouchers
between September 12 and 20
1990,”’ Wronsley said.

Commenting on the report,
Walsh says that “‘the CCB in-
curred expenditure in inland
projects without authority and
thus frustrated attempts by the
auditor general to audit this ex-
penditure’’.

““Expenditure in the current
1990/91 year demonstrates that
the CCB continues to be a law
unto itself and no proper financial
controls exist,”” Walsh said.

‘““We are nowhere near the
truth of the CCB thing,”” Walsh
said, endorsing his party’s call for
a judicial inquiry.

Inquiry

When the report was
eventually produced before Parlia-
ment this week, the discrepancies
that the AG had revealed were al-
most superflous when one consid-
ers the morass he had to wade
through and the areas he said were
closed to him. &

The catalogue of deceit was
riddled with reports of non-co-
operation, and records either
destroyed or withheld.

Unless State President FW de|
Klerk appoints an independent
judicial inquiry into the affair, the
country will never know the real
truth, a senior parliamentary
source said after spending most of
one night this week studying

Wronsley’s report.
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I LOST my job in 1987
when most of the over-
seas investors left South
Africa.  The sanctions
campaign was very vigor-
ously led by Archbishop
Turi and Allan Boesak. |
have since been unem-
ployed and T must really
struggle to make ends
meet, or at least to have a
picce of bread for my
family. Presently 1~ am
soing through a very lean
spell.

On February 2, 1991, 1
watched with  sustained
shock on TV-news when
Nelson Mandela warned
the EC not to uplift sanc-
Hons.

I became more than
convinced, now more
than ever before, that our
Black leaders, as politic-
iuns, do not take our
plight seriously. They are
only interested in pursu-
ing their political  goals,
regardless of how these
are achieved.

During this period of
misery, 1 came to learn
that  sanctions  against
South Africa are one as-
pect of a revolutionary
programme  that  was
adopted by the ANC
siee 1979,

04, Fed
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But the programme
was drawn without con-
sultation with the masses
and has been vigorously
implemented by people
who, .through and
through, will never feel its
pinch and bite.

Those who will criticise
my opinion are those who
are “immune” from this
heartless  exercise.  Just
look at Mr Mandela him-
self; he dresses like an ac-
claimed movie executive,
his wife, Winnie, is al-
ways immaculate; they
are a well-to-do couple.

Who pays for their ex-
penses? Yet in the mean-
time he still adheres to
sanctions. ;

We also want to lige as
modestly as they do. But
we know we must work
for our living. But there is
no work. There are sanc-
tions. Sanctions do not
employ people. They take
away that opportunity of
tending for yourself.

Controversially,  Nel-

son Mandela says he was
outed out of context, but
I have not heard him say-

Sanctions cost me
my job

ing anything about sanc-
tions to the contrary.

The high rate ofcrime
in South Africa has been
aggravated by the conse-
quences of sanctions. Yet
the archbishop (Tutu) is
still preaching sanctions
overseas.

Is this another national
suicide propagated for us,
the oppressed and unpri-
vileged, by the lesser op-
pressed and privileged
Black politicians? Men of
integrity, men -of influ-
ence?

No, no, no more sanc- .

tions please. Get along

with your politics, but |

please do not deprive us
of our daily bread.

We are not politicians.
We are just ordinary
workers who are striving
1o fend for our families.
Your politics may mean
bread and butter to you,
but to us it is misery, des-

_titution and poverty.

There shall be work
and security, so reads the
Freedom Charter.
SOLOMON TAYLOR

WICKERS
Fersterus

Saiurday 23 Febr

u

ary 1991 _Ci‘rf.i_,.

56pc Blacks.
support ANC

A HUMAN Sciences
Research ' Council
(HSRC) t¢lephone
survey has found that
56 percent Jof the
Black, four ‘percent of
the Coloured and eight
percent of the Asian
respondents  support
the ANC,

In a news release yes-
terday, the HSRC said it
found the National Party
had the support of 54 per-
cent of the White, 41 per-
cent of the Coloured and
28 percent of the Asian
respondents.

It said these were some

~ Cartoon

was porn
NEW YORK. — A
couple in the staid Con-
necticut  community  of
Danbury were horrified
this week to find their two
youngsters watching a vi-
deotape that showed a
man and a woman copu-
lating in a library. The
pornographic tape had
come from a box labelled
Rusty the Fox, which Mr
Larry Laslow had brought
home assuming it was a
children’s cartoon. —

Sapa.

of the findings published
in the pilot issue of Infor-
mation Update, a new
manthly publication of
the HSRC’s Group for In-
formation Dynamics.

The findings are based
on about 2 000 telephone
interviews conducted only
two weeks before publica-
tion, “‘which will contrib-
ute to making Informa-
tion Update one of the
most topical and up-to-
date information sources
on current trends in South
African society™.

‘In response to the ques-
tion, “If you had 1o
choose one person to lead
South Africa, who would
you choose?”” more South
Africans seemed to sup-
port Mr De Klerk rather
than Mr Mandela, though
less than half of the White
respondents  supported
Mr De Klerk.

Among the Coloureds,
66 percent favourced Mr
De Klerk as did 48 per-
cent of the Asians. Chicf
Buthelezi was supported
by two percent of the
Blacks and five percent of
the Whites, while Dr A P
Treurnicht drew support
cight  percent  of the
Whites. Mr Mandela had
no support among White

— HSRC poll

respondents.

Most  South  Africans
regarded the future of
South Africa as challeng-
ing rather that frightening
(58 percent versus 30 per-
cent) and bright rather
than gloomy (50 percent
versus 34 percent). But as
far as safety was con-
cerned, equal proportions
(about 40 percent) be-
lieved it would be unsafe
and safe. ;

With regard to the Gulf
War, Update revealed
that  Black respondents
were mostly against the
attack on Iraq and against
President George Bush’s
stand and the SA Govern-
ment’s support for him on
the issue. They felt the
government should have
remained neutral.

Whites were more posi-
tive, with 71 percent of
the  supporting  Pres
Bush’s stance and 44 per-
cent  the government’s
position. A neutral stance
was most popular with 55
percent of the total num-
ber of respondents, while
29 percent thought the
government’s stance was
correct and 10 percent felt
the government should
have taken a  stance
against the war.
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A US newspaper makes amends, writes R

High pi‘.aise for Buthel

24 Peesﬁungy

f the American media has treat-
ed Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi

unfairly — as the Inkatha leader :
frequently.

has  angrily and
claimed — the New York Times
has made hapdsome amends with
one of the most lavish displays yet
accorded a foreign political fig-
ure.

In an eight-page spread, extra-
vagantly illustrated with colour
pictures and a huge, full-face,
close-up of him in his tribal finery
adorning its front-page, the Times
magazine has devoted almost an
entire issue to a portrayal of the
man, who, when not ignored alto-
gether, has been portrayed to
Americans as a “puppet of Pre-
toria”, but who now, according to
the Times, is “staking a claim in
the new South Africa”

It is a° remarkable reversal,
coming at a time when the Ameri-
can press, after years of almost

L ]

L BIAR
unquestioning support for the
ANC and what Chief Buthelezi has
described as vilification of him-
self, appears now to be looking
more critically at the African Na-
tional Congress.

The article, appearing in what
is almost required weekend read-
ing among the influential lawmak-
ers and financiers in New York
and Washington, will almost cer-
tainly bring Chief Buthelezi
heightened prestige.

Written by the Times corespon-
dent in Johannesburg, Christopher
Wren, the article describes the 20
ANC leaders present when Chief
Buthelezi and Nelson Mandela
met in Durban last month listen-

- ing in “stunned silence” as Chief

Buthelezi reminded them of their
“complicity over the years, when I
was slammed, maligned, sworn at,
humiliated and when attempts

SET

were made to castrate me poli-

tically”,
“There are very few members
of this national executive commit-

tee of the ANC who have not at
- one time or another engaged in

my vilification,” he is quoted as
telling them. :

The article gives a detailed enu-
meration of these attacks, in
which Chief Buthelezi directly
names Mr Mandela, as well as
Chris Hani, chief of staff of the
ANC’s guerilla wing, who called
him “a government lackey and
running dog”, Joe Slovo, who had
described the Zulu leader’s politi-
cal programme as “tribalism in
disguise”,( and John Nkadimeng,
“calling me a snake that must be
hit on the head” as among his
worst critics.

Wren then develops a flattering
outline of Chief Buthelezi's per-
sonal and political stature, de-

émsay Milne from New York .

ezi

]

"scribing him as wearing “the im-
periousness of the Zulu royalty
into which he was born”, and stat-
ing: “His friends, among them
conservatives in the United States,
Britain and West Germany, ap-
plaud Buthelezi for denouncing
the ANC’s alliance with the South
African Communist Party and
find his endorsement of free-mar-
ket economics more palatable
than the ANC’s talk about nation-
alisation and ' redistribution of
wealth, -

“They like Buthelezi’s 0pposi-
tion to economic sanctions and to
the guerilla struggle that the ANC
finally suspended last August,

“They like Buthelezi, in short,
for the very reason his enemies,
at home and overseas, hate him:
his ideology sounds neither revo-
lutionary nor romantic, but prag-
matically middle-of-the-road.” —

Star Bureau. 0

"
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Sanctlons cost me
\ﬁq\ my IOb UQ

I LQST my job in 1987
when most of the over-
seas investors left South
Africa. The sanctions
campaign was very vigor-
ously led by Archbishop
Tutu and Allan Boesak. |
have since been unem-
ployed and I must really
struggle to make ends
meet, or at least to have a
piece of bread for my
family. Presently I am
going through a very lean
spell.

On February 2, 1991, 1
watched with sustained
shock on TV-news when
Nelson Mandela warned
the EC not to uplift sanc-
tions.

I became more than
convinced, now more
than ever before, that our
Black leaders, as politic-
ians, do not take our
plight seriously. They are
only interested in pursu-
ing their political goals,
regardless of how these
are achieved.

Durmg this period of
misery, I came to learn
that sanctions against
South Africa are one as-
pect of a revolutionary
programme  that  was
adopted by the ANC
since 1979.

But the programme
was drawn without con-
sultation with the masses
and has been vigorously
implemented by people
who, through and
through, will never feel its
pinch and bite.

Those who will criticise
my opinion are those who
are “immune” from this
heartless exercise. Just
look at Mr Mandela him-
self; he dresses like an ac-
claimed movie executive,

" his wife, Winnie, is al-

ways immaculate; they
are a well-to-do couple.

Who pays for their ex-
penses? Yet in the mean-
time he still adheres to
sanctions.

We also want to live as
modestly as they do. But
we know we must work
for our living. But there is
no work. There are sanc-
tions. Sanctions do not
employ people. They take
away that opportunity of
fending for yourself.

Controversially, Nel-

son Mandela says he was
Jouted out of context, but
1 have not heard him say-

ing dny:hmg about sanc-
tions to the contrary.

The high rate of crime
in South Africa has been
aggravated by the conse-
quences of sanctions. Yet
the archbishop (Tutu) is
still preaching sanctions
overseas.

Is this another national
suicide propagated for us,
the oppressed and unpri-
vileged, by the lesser op-
pressed and privileged
Black politicians? Men of
integrity, men -of influ-
ence?

No, no, no more sanc- .

tions please. Get along
with your politics, but
please do not deprive us
of our daily bread.

We are not politicians.
We are just ordinary
workers who are striving
to fend for our families.
Your politics may mean
bread and butter to you,
but to us it is misery, des-

_titution and poverty.

There shall be work
and security, so reads the
Freedom Charter.
SOLOMON TAYLOR

WICKERS
Fersterus

.
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A HUMAN Sciences
Research Council
(HSRC) telephone
survey has found that
56 percent of the
Black, four percent of
the Coloured and eight
percent of the Asian
respondents  support
the ANC,

In a news release yes-
terday, the HSRC said it
found the National Party
had the support of 54 per-
cent of the White, 41 per-
cent of the Coloured and
28 percent of the Asian
respondents.

It said these were some

~ Cartoon

was porn
NEW YORK. — A
couple in the staid Con-
necticut community of
Danbury were horrified
this week to find their two
youngsters watching a vi-
deotape that showed a
man and a woman copu-
lating in a library. The
pornographic tape had
come from a box labelled
Rusty the Fox, which Mr
Larry Laslow had brought
home assuming it was a
children’s cartoon. —
Sapa.

bpc Blac
support ANC
HSRC poll

of the findings published
in the pilot issue of Infor-
mation Update, a new
monthly publication of
the HSRC’s Group for In-
formation Dynamics.

The findings are based
on about 2 000 telephone
interviews conducted only
two weeks before publica-
tion, *“which will contrib-
ute to making Informa-
tion Update one of the
most topical and up-to-
date information sources
on current trends in South
African society™.

In response to the ques-
tion, “If you had to
choose one person to lead

71 South Africa, who would

you choose?”” more South
Africans seemed to sup-
port Mr De Klerk rather
than Mr Mandela, though
less than half of the White
respondents  supported
Mr De Klerk.

Among the Coloureds,
66 percent favoured Mr
De Klerk as did 48 per-
cent of the Asians, Chief
Buthelezi was supported

by two percent of the

Blacks and five percent of
the Whites, while Dr A P
Treurnicht drew support
eight percent of the
Whites. Mr Mandela had
no support among White

respondents.

Most South Africans
regarded the future of
South Africa as challeng-
ing rather that frightening
(58 percent versus 30 per-
cent) and bright rather
than gloomy (50 percent
versus 34 percent). But as
far as safety was con-
cerned, equal proportions
(about 40 percent) be-
lieved it would be unsafe
and safe.

With regard to the Gulf
War, Update revealed
that Black respondents
were mostly against the
attack on Iraq and against
President George Bush's
stand and the SA Govern-
ment’s support for him on
the issue. They felt the
government should have
remained neutral.

Whites were more posi-
tive, with 71 percent of
the = supporting Pres
Bush’s stance and 44 per-
cent the ‘government’s
position. A neutral stance
was most popular with 55
percent of the total num-
ber of respondents, while
29 percent thought the
government’s stance was
correct and 10 percent felt
the government should
have taken a stance
against the war.
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Sanctions th

Bf Kaizer Nyatsumba
i Political Staff

S 3
Radio listners this week ques-
tioned Nelson Mandela on the
ANC’s insistence that sanctions
against South Africa would
have to be maintained while the
ANC continued receiving funds
frorn abroad. :

The ANC deputy president
was answering questions on a
Nguni/Sotho-language radio
phoae-in programme.

Gne caller accused the ANC
of Yypocrisy by pleading for fi-
narcial help from the interna-
tioal community while calling

e price we must pay

Tions. This, the callef safd,“de- ** duce the Government to make /

prived many peoplé 59°SA"0f 2
chance to make a livlng.” <7

, the changes we require”.

- 'Another caller 's'hiﬂ_sal]f-‘li.&li;'! 1:.'

were responsiblé
ploythent ‘and crinie l:afe}!a%ﬂ'\
the suffering blacks had to er-
dure, and asked whether'{t Was
not contradictory of the’ARC to
call for economic growth and
the reduction of crime whileé
supporting sanctions, " '
In his responsé, M# Mafidela’
said sanctions had’beén intro- -

f&; ‘high ufieni.

" duced for a certaifi pirpdse —°
“the total abolitioh of the apart-
3 - ‘e .

heid system.
Sanctions, he added, weré’
“the price we havé to pay toiri"

" Freedom Charter of 1955, said

‘The ANC leader, who said the
ANC’s vision for a-nonracial

.. and democratic. South -Africa

was based on the organisation’s

. he remained optimistic that the

éountry’s problems could be re-

- $olved through negotiations.

Mr Mandela denied that the

" alleged kidnapping of Pelo Ga-

briel Mekgwe, a key State wit-

* ‘hess in Winnie Mandela’s trial,

.

‘had harmed the ANC’s image

locally and internationally.
“Anyone who thinks that

evénts surrounding the trial of

Comtade Winnie have harmed -

_asleep 24 hobrs 2
... begigning of rtHFé

njst havd

the ANC .
day

5

ple of Soith Africa frave afis-

wered that quéstion by 's
up in big humbers at the (Rand

furore caused by the niédia has

i

trial." The peo...

.. Supreme) courf.- The whole.

nothing td’ do with falﬂtgi"T_Ml‘ __

. Mandela said. ;

Questioned abouf the 'ANC’s
suspension of the armed strug-
gle, Mr |
left blacks “disarmed”. it

' Ha said the ANC would not
hesitate to resuine the' armed
truggle if negotiations and “all
Ise” failed. :
‘Resfionding -to nunieérous

dela denied this had -, : -
- @8aid the SAP as currehtly

1

stidwing.

‘

for reforni -

Tight enjoyed by:

',‘- A. i = . -.II _\../
questions, Mr Mandéla atso: 1. |-
‘@ Defended the ANC's right tq
éngapé in mass action,. poihting
‘'ofit that tHis was a democratic |

ople all 'oVér
the world to brirego their griev-

dnces, to their government’s at-
tention. x e S e
® Reiterated the ANC's belief
ih a mixed economy.

& Assured listeners that an
ANC government would respec
freedom of religion. 5y

constituted would riever be the
police force that would oper-
ate in thegpew South Africa.

@ Said the ‘cultural Boycptt
against South would stay. .

LE'T the maintenance of sanc-

T




Standing Behind S. African Reform

Famaly of British descent does not feel threatened by gradual move toward black majority rule

W ‘The world is
already lifting
sanctions and we
have only begun
to scratch the
surface of
apartheid....
That’s because
they believe that
De Klerk is going
to do what he
says.”

- David Bannatyne

THE BANNATYNE FAMILY:

David and Lorna (seated) say that
enterprise and a strong economy
are needed to close the wealth
differential between blacks and
whites. With help from Emily
(sealed right), they are raising sons
Dale (rear) and Gary (front) in
this conservative industrial toun
east of Johannesburg.
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WITBANK, SOUTH AFRICA

HE Bannatynes, a white

I South African family of

British  descent, have
carved out a niche for themselves
in this conservative industrial
town despite their relatively lib-
eral views.

“It would take more than a re-
volt to get rid of me,” says David
Bannatyne, a sécond generation
South African who has no inten-
tion of bailing out when the going
gets tough.

“I think eventually things will
be fine in this country,” he says.
“But there will be some rough
patches on the way.”

Mr. Bannatyne, a building
contractor who grew up in Wit-
bank and was educated in Pre-
toria, looks to the future with
hope despite the political violence
and turmoil of the past year.

“I think in four or five years’
time the people who queued to
emigrate to Australia and Israel
will be coming back again,” he
says.

Liberal values

The Bannatynes live with their
three young sons in a comfortable
suburban home with an enclosed
garden and swimming pool and
two lively Staffordshire bull terri-
ers. Their domestic worker Emily,
a Zulu woman who has worked
for them for most of their mar-
ried lives, is considered part of
the family.

Their lifestyle and values are

similar to most English-speaking
South Africans who populate the
leafy and well-groomed neigh-
borhoods surrounding the cities
and larger towns.

They enjoy an active social life
that has centered around David’s
participation in the local chapter
of the Round Table, a service or-
ganization with projects bene-
fiting the needy on both sides of
the color line.

To an outsider, they appear to
occupy a diminishing space be-
tween a reactionary white minor-
ity and a restive black majority
eager to taste the fruits of the
“new South Africa.”

Yet they seem to feel more se-
cure than many liberal whites in
the affluent northern

The momentous political
events of the past year have
meant tougher times.

David Bannatyne’s construc-
tion business has been hard hit by
the turmoil and boycotts in the
black community. On some days
only two or three of his 20 work-
ers have turned up for work. One
worker was killed in political vio-
lence. A rising crime wave has
also taken its toll.

“It’'s been a very bad year,” says
Bannatyne, an unpretentious

man who speaks his mind. “But I
don’t want to overstate it. We
made a living and the kids got
Christmas presents.”

David’s day starts at 6 a.m. He
takes his three sons (including

from the majority of whites in
Witbank - mainly Dutch-de-
scended Afrikaners — who sup-
port the right-wing Conservative
Party and oppose Mr. De Klerk’s
reforms.

The Bannatynes are support-
ers of the liberal Democratic
Party. Lorna was a party organ-
izer in the 1989 ballot. The ruling
National Party has lost to the
Conservatives in Witbank’s last
two electoral contests.

A future for liberals?

In the 1989 ballot here, the
Democratic Party polled only 900
votes out of some 16,000 votes,
but the party made substantial
gains in the country’s main
metropolitan areas. De

suburbs of Johannes-
burg, perhaps because
they are more directly
in touch with the op-
posing camps.
Witbank,  situated
about 80 miles east of
Johannesburg, lies at
the center of South
Africa’s coal-producing
and power-generating
complex. Heavy pollu-
tion makes for a harsh
physical environment.
There are 32 coal mines in the
district and nine thermal coal-
fired power stations — the biggest
complex of its kind in the world.
Witbank’s white population of
about 45,000 has a high propor-
tion of contract employees who
come to work at the massive
Highveld Steel and Vanadium
plant. The population of some
50,000 black workers keeps the

wheels of industry turning.
ELLEN ELMENDORP

one not pictured below) to school
and is at the office by 7 a.m. to di-
rect his black workers to various
building projects.

His main passion is fishing
with artificial lures — something
he is able to do frequently in the
Witbank Lake. He combines this
with a wider love for nature and
the environment and is a keen
conservationist.

Last year, Lorna and David
went on a memorable holiday to
Hong Kong.

“What really woke us up in the
East was the power of free enter-
prise,” he says. Bannatyne be-
lieves that the South African
economy is robust enough to re-
solve racial disparities without re-
sorting to nationalization.

“Closing of the wealth gap is
fine as long as you have free en-
terprise,” he says.

He says he is sometimes un-
comfortable about the low wages
he pays his black workers but in-
sists that he is providing jobs to
people who would otherwise be
languishing in  impoverished
tribal homelands.

Reform, not revolution

Bannatyne is encouraged by
the program of political liber-
alization initiated by President
Frederik de Klerk and says he
does not feel threatened by the
prospect of gradual progress to-
ward black rule.

“As long as the government
continues moving in the the right
direction 1 am confident about
the future,” he says.

These views set him apart

Freedom Party leader, Zulu Chief

Klerk  has  moved
rapidly to implement
policies the Democratic
Party has been advo-
cating for years.

“From my point of
view it didn’t really
matter who did it as
long as it was done,”
says Lorna Bannatyne.
“I think the Democrats
played a big role in get-
ting De Klerk to move.”

Lorna, although affected by
her husband’s optimism, is
slightly less sanguine about the
future. “I am not pessimistic, but
it is not nice living with the vio-
lence,” she says. “It creates an un-
certainty and fear.”

Educated at a Roman Catholic
convent in Witbank, Lorna is a vi-
brant person with a keen interest
in what is going on around her.
She is more passionate about pol-
itics than her husband and tends
to have the final say.

“The main problem we face is
education,” she says. “We kept
people down for too long and it is
costing the country a fortune
now.”

David sees the current rela-
tionship between the African Na-
tional Congress and the govern-
ment as a necessary phase on the
way to an alliance between Presi-
dent De Klerk and the Inkatha

Mangosuthu Buthelezi.

“I am sure De Klerk and
Buthelezi have reached an
understanding about the future,”
he says.

“De Klerk is a very shrewd
politician. I would have no diffi-
culty living under a government
headed by Buthelezi. ... The only
thing that would worry me was if
I did not have enough work to
feed my family.”

“But I believe in De Klerk,”
says Bannatyne. “The world is al-
ready lifting sanctions and we
have only begun to scratch the
surface of apartheid.... That's be-
cause they believe that De Klerk
is going to do what he says.”



