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Comrade Chairman;

The events of the past six months, during which South Africahas been shaken by the greatest mass upsurge in the revolutionarystruggle of the black working people since the 1960's, have borneout the correctness and timelineSS' of our declaration at the27th Session of this august body, that "the intense mass actionsin the country testify to the ever-rising revolutionary upsurgeamongst the peoples in almost every walk of life" and that"everything points to the fact that a revolutionary situationexists in the countr which imposes a tremendous burden and
____________________;Y

This warning was no idle politicking. It was based on our veryclose organic links with the revolutionary masses and a verythorough study of socio-economic, political and military development-in our country.

Since the police massacred young student demonstrators in Sowetoon June 16th 1976. the pOpular uprisings had spread to almost everybig town and city. In the country areas too, there had been angrystirrings.
.

and seriously shook the confidence of foreign investors in theeconomic stability of the racist regime. During the second generalpolitical strike in September 1976, called in support of demands for
more than 500,000 black workers were on strike in Johannesburg and

youth and students, the intellectuals and broad masses in theheroic struggle led by the ANC. Furthermore, Mr. Chairman, theintensity of the struggle waged by the masses has raised very high

the enemy. The ANC pledges once again that the armed struggle willbe intensified.

Already the enemy have tasted what is to come in ever-increasingmeasures. White South Africa was seriously shaken by the grenadeattacks on a police van by "four members of the Umkontho we Sizwe,military wing of the ANC", as James Kruger, racist Minister ofJustice and Police, readily admitted. In an attempt to reassurewhite South Africa that while the ANC was preparing for isolatedguerrilla incursions and storing arms in secret hide-outs in the

warfare against the fascists. The ANC gives no such assurance tothe racists.

intensification of police repression. The house-to-the arrests of hundreds of suSpected militants, the torture of
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ARRESTS ,DETENTIONS MASSACRES_______L__________¢_____~___

Act, as it was previously known) anfor interrogation". In September,that over 5,000 people had been arrwithout trial since June 16th. Aooinside the country, even this figurCleaning—up" operations in the form of house—to

DEATHS IN DETENTION___________________.

In addition to those kill
occurred in detention. Some of those knownVorster's torture chambers since June 16th are:

suicide". The doctor who represented the family at theinquest, Dr. Ramphele, was himself arrested, as well astwo other dootons who worked at the same clinic.

 

, Soweto student, who died on September
while awaiting trial. Theofficial cause of death was alleged to be "epileptic fits".His sister, aged 19, said: "This is surprising becauseFenuel never had fits. In fact we saw him the day beforehis death and he looked healthy."

Jacob Mashabane - aged 22, Soweto student died at the JohannesburgPort on October 5th 1976. He is alleged to have hangedhimself with his shirt.
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Dumisane Mbatha - aged 16, disappeared on September 16th, causeof death not known.

William Namodi Tshwane of Soweto. Arrested July 25th. Fatherinformed of his death on October 14th — after he hadbeen buried.

Already several people have been killed in detention this month.Amongst these are:

Lawrence Ndzanga, veteran leader of the S.A. Congress of Trade. Unions and former General Secretary of the African RailwayWorkers' Union. An old ANC member, Lawrence Ndzanga hadSpent several periods in detention. His wife Rita iscurrently facing charges under the so—oalled Suppression ofTerrorism Act. '

Elmon Malele, veteran ANC stalwart, who is alleged to have died"on the Operating table" after suffering a stroke..

TRIALS OF ANC ACTIVISTS: .
N

1. Dr. David Rabkin, a "Cape Argus" sub~editor, his wife Susan,and Jeremy Cronin, a Cape Town University lecturer were chargedunder the Terrorism Act and the Internal Security Act in connectionwith the printing -and distribution of VUKANI - AWAKE, an under-ground ANC bulletin, as well as ANC leaflets printed inside SouthAfrica. Dr. Rabkin and Mr. Cronin were found guilty and havebegun serving ten-year prison sentences.

Themba Harry Gwala Fano Khanyile
Ndoda Xaba Zakhele Ndlalose
Vusimusi Magubane Mokholeka Meyiwa
Azaria Ndebele John Nene
Joseph Nduli CleOphas Ndlovu

All are charged under the Terrorism Act with membership and pro—moting of the aims of the AN .

The indictment stated that they are accused of sending messages toANC representatives in Swaziland, that they received subversiveliterature and money from members of the ANC in Swaziland. Theywere also accused of planning routes "by which persons recruited fortraining of a political and/or military nature could be tranSportedup to the border and/or sent across the border of the Republic intoSwaziland and/or issuing instructions 0n routes to be followed forthis purpose....'

One of the important aSpects of this case is the position of JosephNduli and Cleophas Ndlovu who were kidnapped by South AfricanSpecial Branch police on the Swazi side of the South African borderand taken to Pietermaritzburg where they were joined with theother accused.
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Deepite a very strong protest by the Swazi Government and a
demand for the return of these two men, it is needless to report
that the South African racists have refused to return these two
ANC members to Swaziland.

This is yet another instance of Pretoria's violation of the
sovereignty of an independent African state and of their contempt
for all the tenets of international law.

Mr. Chairman, the'catalogue of factual developments portrayed above
is far from being exhaustive.. And if it gives a gloomy picture,
it is because we have not yet dealt with the revolutionary
situation prevailing in the country - the situation that makes the
upsurge raging in the cities and countryside an irresistible force
that is progressively assuming an organised form of resistance.
The ANC, like never before in its long history of relentless
struggle, is confident of’victory.

Its policy of striving for the unity of all the African people, all
the oppressed and struggling black people remains the main raison
d'etre. In Spearheading the broad united front comprising the
coloureds and Asians as the African people's comrade-in-arms, the
ANC is making steady and unimpeded progress towards the consolide
ation of its revolutionary base at the mass level. The strength of
white democrats who together with the South African Indian Congress,
the South African Congress of Trade Unions and the Coloured People's
Congress accept the leadership of the ANC on the basis of the
Freedom Charter, is growing at a rate alarming to the enemy.

Mr. Chairman,

Over a decade ago, Vorster boasted that the back of the ANC and its
allies had been broken and that all that remained was for the
fascist storm-trOOpers to "mop up the remnants" of the ANC, but
these trials have revealed once more that the ANC fights on and
will not be put down after all these years of special branch
informers, torture and murder of its members. Jimmy Kruger, racist
Minister of "Justice" and Police, claims that detainees alleged to
have committed suicide in prison were carrying out the ANC directive
- to die rather than to reveal information. These facts prove that
the ANC is very much present inside South Africa and its unquestion-
able role behind the so—oalled Spontaneous uprising — claims from
which the ANC has to date abstained. Yet further proof, if this
is still required, of the leadership role of the ANC in the
revolutionary struggle of our people is the extension of the terms
of reference of the Cillier Commission of Inquiry into the causes
of the Soweto "disturbances" to include an investigation of the
role of the ANC before, during and after the Soweto uprisings.

Several other trials, too numerous to catalogue here. are being
conducted all over the country. These trials, together with the
thousands of prolonged detentions all reflect the high level of
political consciousness of the oppressed people Of South Africai

BANTUSTANS

The position of the ANC and the overwhelming masses of our people
with regard to the racists' Bantustan policy and the so-called
"independence" of the Transkei, is well known.
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also torpedoingthis diabolic scheme at the United Nations. TheAfrican group-Sponsoted resolution declaring the Transkei so-

defeat for the Vorster regime. However, we would like to draw theattention of this Committee to the sinister manoeuvres being

Furthermore, there are persistent reports that units of the so—called lst Batallion of the Transkei were used in the massacresthroughout South Africa and are presently participating in the war ‘in Namibia under the overall command of Brigadier LaurensOosthuizen, an armoured corps specialist, who has taken over the"South West Africa Command" from the lst January 1977. To thisshould be added the closure of the Lesotho border by the Pretoriaregime using the Transkei as its catsnaw.
Mr. Chairman,

Vorster regime views this as of crucial importance for the perpetu—ation of the status quo in South Africa. The ANC on the one hand
ensure a relatively Speedy overthrow ofthc apartheid regime and theseizure of power by the people in the whole of South Africa. Thecollapse of the Portuguese colonial empire upset Vorster's strategy

the ANC thanks to its close and traditional alliance with FRELIMOand MPLA, the regime is bent on the establishment of Bantustanpuppet states to serve as buffer zones in its defence. This sinister
scheme must be exposed, condemned and defeated in every turn. Itis for that reason that we salute the stand taken by Lesotho and theAfrican countries in taking the closure of the Lesotho border tothe Security Council and condemning South Africa for this act. Theurgent international assistance to help Lesotho offset the economic

this is a test case and a prelude of similar methods to be usedagainst Botswana and Swaziland in the future. The so-called

measures that were taken in the case of the Transkei. We humblypropose that this committee recommends such measures to theMinisterial Council, thus providing for a mandatory non-recognitionresolution by the Summit as was the case with regard to the Transeki.
This, we suggest, should be formulated in the manner that wouldenable the African group at the UN not only to foil the desired
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SOUTH AFRICA'S MILITARY EREPARATIONS

South Afriea's budget for defence is likely to soar from
R 1,300m. in 1976 to R 2,00m. in 1977, which means that if the
Government's total budget remains the same, over 30% will be
Spent on defence. Director-General, Resources, Major—General
Neil Webster says that an "Afro—Communist" onslaught on South
Africa was no longer a remote possibility but an unpredictable
practicability. Therefore the Permanent Force would have to
be more than doubled in strength as soon as possible. Moreover,
the Minister of Water Affairs, Mr. Braam Raubenheimer, has
given a clear indication that the racist Cabinet was thinking
along the lines of South Africa going to aid Rhodesia if "Russia

or Cuban forces join the freedom-fighter war". South Africa
regarqs this threat as being so serious that it will consider

mounting a counter—operation in support of the Rhodesian “even

bigger than (their) intervention in Angola".

Other military preparations include:

The "Reaction Force? which has'been Specially created by the

South African Defence Force for the rapid concentration of

forces for an airborne assault followed by a rapid withdrawal,

is a highly trained strike force of Armyparabats and Air “

Force heliCOpters on a round-the-clock standby. Ground force

parabats and helicopter pilots of the Reaction Force live

in tents around ahelipad where Puma and Alouette heliCOpters

wait in readiness. They can Operate in all weathers.

The First South African Women's Air Force squadron has been

established. Number 114 Commando Squadron will be based at

Lanseria Airport and will consist of 20 pilots and 5 observers.

Members will be trained for casualty evacuation and communications

flights. Major J.B. du Preez, a permanent Air Force officer, will

command the squadron. Meanwhile, the first two white women to

train as fighter controllers received their commissions during

the first week of January 1977. Their job is to guide fighter

planes to the enemy target and then help them to return safely.

A women's corps is to be formed in the South African Army early

this year according to Defence Minister, P.W. Botha. 500 women

would be trained annually at the Civil Defence College in George,

Cape, which would be expanded and renamed the Army Women's College

A report by counter—information services exposes the part played

by British firms in the arms build—up in South Africa. Within

weeks of the June uprising, Imperial Chemical Industries injected

g 26 m. (pounds sterling) into its South African subsidiary,

A.E. & 0.1., which supplied the teargas used by the police.

Racal Electronics - half of its production of radio manpacks,

monitor and surveillance equipment is going to the armed forces.

Plessey is said to be supplying the technical expertise for a

South African manufacturer of intergrated circuits, invaluable

from the point of view of defence strategy enabling the regime

to produce its own anti-tank guidance systems. 
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Mareoni is building the backbone of a computer-controlled
military communications system.

Yet a further develoPment in the growth of the military/
industrial complex is the intergration of different
departments of Government for "defensive" purposes.

The Nationalist MP0 for Eshowe, Mr W.J. Heine, has called
for oompulsory civil defence training at school level
leading to compulsory training for school-leaving girls.
A co-ordinated plan involving the Natal Education Deoart-
ment and the Natal Command of the South African Defence
Forces making cadet training in schools compulsory is
already well advanced.

Whilst M: Robert Power, Chairman of the S.A. Security
Association, disclosed (Rand Daily Mail - 27th November
I976) that the first course in ”anti-urban terror tactics"
for civilians will be held in I977. One~day workshop
sessions "sabotage, strikes? riots, fire defence, psycho—
logical terrorism and intimidation by violence".

Rear-Admiral Ronald Edwards, who has recently been promo—
ted to Deputy Chief of Staff, Personnel at GHQ, proposed
that the Civil Defence Act is to be amended to bring
about decentralisation and make civil defence the respon-
sibility of the local authorities. He stressed that the
provincial and local authorities should be ensured of
manpower and proposed the drafting of "malcontents into
some form of service which their own actions are threate—
ning with disruption". This really means that conscient-
ious objectors, the unemployed and others will be subject
to forcible enlistment into civil defence organisations
in the cities.

NEH WEAPON SYSTEMS

Lt—Gen Bob Rogers, Chief of the Air Force, stated that the
S.A. Air Force strike aircraft would soon be equiped with
a new missile, developed exclusively by S. African techno-
logists, but he would not comment on whether it was inten-
ded for air-to-air or air—to—surface use. However, during
the last sitting of Parliament, the Minister of Defence
announced that S.A. scientists were working on an improved
air—to—air missile.

The total order for the tropospheric scatter communications
equipment to be supplied by Marconi (the British Company)
to South Africa will exceed R 29 million and will provide
a sophisticated army and telecommunications system with 20
terminals and I0 links connecting S.A. with Namibia.' Of
the tropospheric scatter links, 5 are to be located in
S.A., 4 in Namibia and I bridging the two.

IMPERIALIST ARMS FOR THE RACISTS

 

I. Israel is re-selling patrol boats and guided missiles
acquired from the USA to S.A. and Chile.

2. The nuclear conspiracy between West Germany and

South Africa as well as French nuclear reactors to S.A.

has already been dealt with by the ANC.  
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I'NTVHRFA‘LIOR‘AL SUPPOE-B F01AI‘JC WNW I‘LS JXLLIES.1...“ ..-mum—W
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'The AFC is strengthened in th2 knowledge tLit the GAE, the

socialist countries, the non—2ligned :ovement and the
democratic force 3 in the 1.0Cr1uliut counnt1ies have COntinuously
demonstrated their resolve to support the legitirnacy of all
forms of struggle including the armed tru2<12 waged by the ANC.
Some of the most recent m2nifest2tions in support of the ANC
and its allies area

1. Res olutions 2donted 2t the 13th CAU Summit, the Conference
.3 1

2nd the Vnitem Whtions.5
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21 Emergency into national solidarity conference in support of
the str 12 of the peoul: of S.A, in Addis Ababa, attended by
delegatco from 07 countries, revolutionarr p2rties and progressive
organis ations who p212 tribute to th3 couragC of the S. African
2;:0912 and 2126222 sunport for the struggle under the leadership
Of the .3110,

 

   

3. 2nu2ry 17th—22nd, “7C2k of Action of the Worlfi Trade Unions
222122t Apartheid“ o . by thC Or22h4 1tion of African
Tr2CC Lniop-Zhitv (0‘ well 22 LAL , WTTT, JCL, ICFTU
and supportcc 2y the ~Ap2rtheid Conhittee.    
MC J2nu2r7 313t-Februar§.r 2nd 1977 “'Intern2tional Conference
or Solidaritv.vith the work:: r: of b.A. in Luanda" organised
jointly bv t1; National Union of Angolan Jorkers (L‘I1A), the
CATUU and J'FTU

5. 1/20/1133er nfCrChco to be half in Lisbon in Lav.

61 June 1997 — Second Iht2r22ti n21 Tr2’2 Union Conference
againt't Apartheid to he held in Geneva to review the results of
ti1e 1st ccnxc rence hcli in June 1973 212 to initiate new actions

.0against the 12s ist refine.

7‘ The LAF"/'”" (Pr02r2222 to Combat R20018) con?ultntion with
lioer2tion movencnts in Southern Af1icm, Kitw:, Z2moi2.

CONCLUSIONS
  

1 With the relative 2nd 2bsolute deterior2tion of the socio—
economic condition of thC oppressct people, thC r1pid growth in
unemployment, infl2tion 2nd Cmncrfil econo ic rc.ce ssion, 12
growth in thC erolution_ry mass otruHTle 2mm the growth in the
S 2tur; anfi authority of the ATC, bot11 amongst the U?SSGS of the
oppressvd ncople 2nd internationally, the frantic w2r preparations
of.th2€fiery supported by interh2tional i2Cr1111CH (the multi—
national companies) the year 1977 mus t m2rk 2 further and more
decisive onslaught against the rqcist regime.

   

21 A more concerted cahpnigh must b: developed against the
political, military and économic support of th; USA, UK, France,
”est Gerh2ny, It2ly and Japan, and particularly 2g2inst the
multinational corporations, some of which we have mentioned

above.

 

Thank you.

 


