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Prefam

The Conference of Arab Solidarity with the Struggle for Liberation in

Sout hern Africa. organized by the United Nations Special Conmittee against
Apartheid in co-operation with the League of Arab States and held at Tunis
from7 to 9 August 1984. was an inportant event in the international cam
pai gn agai nst apart heid.

It was an occasion not only to recall the growing solidarity between
Africa and the Arab world in the common struggle for freedom but. even nore
importantly, to formulate plans for action in this crucial period.

The Decl aration and resol utions of the Conference provide a franmework

for action by the Arab Governnents and organi zations in co-operation wth
the Organi zation of African Unity and the national |iberation nmovenments of
South Africa and Nami bia. | trust that they will be disseninated w dely and
result in greater action against apartheid.

Arab- African co-operation can and nust be one of the main forces

enabl i ng the peoples of South Africa. Nam bia and Pal estine to obtain free-
dom Such co-operation is dictated not only by geography. history and
comon experience in the struggle for liberation but also by loyalty to the
principles ofthe United Nations and the regional organizations of African and
Arab States.

J. NGdl' ba

Chai r man

Speci al Committee agai nst Apartheid
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DECLARATI ON

The Conference of Arab Solidarity with the Struggle for Liberation in

Sout hern Africa, organized by the United Nations Special Conmttee

agai nst Apartheid in co-operation with the League of Arab States. net at
Tunis from7 to 9 August 1984. It was attended by representatives of
Covernments of Menber States of the League, Menber States of the

Special Conmittee. the Frontvline States. intergovernnmental and non-
government al organi zations as well as the representatives of the African
Nati onal Congress of South Africa. the Pan Africani st Congress of Azani a.
the South West Africa Peopl eTs Organi zati on and the Pal estine Liberation
Organi zati on.

At the opening session of the Conference. addresses were delivered by

HE. Major-CGeneral J. N Garba. Chairnman of the United Nations Speci al
Conmittee agai nst Apartheid; HE. M. Beji Caid Essebsi. Mnister of
Foreign Affairs of Tunisia: HE. M. Chedli K1libi.Secretary-General ofthe
League of Arab States: HE. M. Agustinc N Chinmuka. Assistant

Secretary- General of the Organization of African Unity: and M. Yasgir
Arafat, Chairnman of the Pal estine Liberation O ganization.

The Conference received nessages fromthe Heads of State of Al geri a.

Iraq. Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. Mauritania. N geria. Qatar. Saudi Arabia

and the Syrian Arab Republic.

The Conference heard with great appreciation the conmendation by

the Chairman ofthe United Nations Special Commttee against Apartheid.

the representatives of the Organization of African Unity. the Southern
African National Liberation Mwvenents and others of the steadfast sup-

port by Arab States and people to the cause of |iberation in southern
Africa.

The Conference was consci ous of the geographical. cultural and his-

torical bonds. as well as the conmon experience in the struggle for |ibera-
tion and econom c and soci al devel opment and agai nSt’ settler colonialism
whi ch have indissolubly |Iinked the Arab and African peopl es.

It pledged continued and increased support at this critical time in the
struggle for liberation in southern Africa. and total solidarity with Africa in
the historical effort for the emancipation ofthat Continent from col oniali st
and racist oppression. In that context. the Conference gave serious consid-
eration to further action to enhance the contribution of Arab States and
peopl e and Of the League of Arab States.



Towards thztt end. it udopted the follow ng declaration

#H#i

The Conference of Arab Solidarity with the Struggle for Liberation in

Sout hern Africa met at! a critical tine.

In an attenpt to stemthe tide of resistance by the people of South Africa
and Nam bi a. under the | eadership of their national |iberation novenents-
ANC. PAC and SWAPO-the racist regine in Pretoria. arrogant by its arned

m ght and encouraged by the policies of certain major Western Powers and
Israel. increased its acts otieconom e blackmail. terrorismand destabilization
agai nst the nei ghbouring African States.

The Conference joined with the nineteenth summt ofthe Organization of
African Unity in welcom ng the advance of the arnmed struggle in Nanm bia by
the South West Africa Peoples Organization (SWAPO and in South Africa

by the African National Congress (ANC).

The Conference strongly condemed the manoeuvres Of the Pretoria

regime to inpose a blatantly racist constitution on South Africa designed to
entrench white nmnority dom nation and to secure the conscription of the
so-cal l ed .tCol oured" and Asian conmunities into the apartheid arny and

make the indigenous African majority foreigners in the land of their birth.
It equally condemmed the manoeuvres ofthe Pretoria regine to sabotage,

at every step and in various forms. the inplenmentation Ofthe United Nations
plan for the independence of Nam bia in accordance with Security Council
resol utions 385 (1976) and 435 (1978).

It al so condemmed the repeated acts of aggression. destabilization and
terrorismby the Pretoria regime against the Front-1ine and other independent
African States.

It declared that any support. direct or indirect. to the manoeuvres Ofthe
Pretoria regine to delay genui ne i ndependenee to the people of Nam bia, or to
di spossess the African najority in South Africa. or to intimdate i ndependent
African States. is not only a hostile act against the Continent of Africa. but
also .a challenge to the Arab States and people and the international com
muni t v.

It expressed grave concern over the continued collaboration by najor

Western Powers and Israel with the South African racist regi men encouragi ng
its pretennons tor recognition as 21 regi onal Power in southern Africa.

It considered that the continued opposition by the Western pernmanent

menbers of the Security Council to conprehensive and mandatory sanctions



against the racist regine in South Africa has pernitted the continuation ofthe
crimes of the apartheid regine.

It drew attention in particular to the policy olithe United States CGovern-

nment which by its strategic cooperation with Israel and its Itconstructive
engagerment” with the Pretoria reginme. has acted against the vital interests of
Africa and the Arab world. It called on all Arab States and Africa. as well as al
their friends. to exert their influence to persuade the United States CGovern-
ment to harmonize its position with that of the overwhelmng majority of

St at es.

The Conference condemmed the col | aboration by transnational corpora-

tions with the Pretoria reginme and their plunder of the natural resources of
Nami bi a and South Africa.

It denounced all nanoeuvres to divide Arab and African States in their

conmon struggle to secure the liberation of South Africa. Nam bia and

Pal estine, and called on themto resist and conbat all such nanoeuvres.

It considered that the Security Council ofthe United Nations nust adopt

urgent and effective neasures by inposing conprehensive and nandatory
sanctions against the racist reginme of South Africa. under Chapter VII 0fthe
Charter of the United Nations. It also agreed that all States and organizations
conmitted to freedom and opposed to racismin all its manifestations nust
provide all necessary support to the national |iberation novements of South
Africa and Nam bia in their legitimte. and indeed. sacred struggle.

The Conference strongly condemed the close alliance which has devel -

oped between the racist regines in Pretoria and Tel Aviv in their conmmon
hostility to genuine freedom of African and Arab peoples. The grow ng

col | aborati on between these regimes in the mlitary. nuclear. econonic and
cultural fields represents a nenace to both Africa and the Arab States and
peopl e.

This collaboration. especially in the nuclear and mlitary lields. further-
nore constitutes a grave threat to international peace and security.

The Conference stressed that Arab and African States and organi zati ons

must jointly and resolutely oppose this unholy alliance and frustrate the
realization of its objectives.

The Conference noted with great satisfaction the strong and dextel opi ng

rel ati ons between the Arab and African countries in the context of Afro-Arab
co-operation which is based on the principles ofrmutual solidarity expressed in
the decisions and resolutions of both the O ganization of African Unity and
the League of Arab States.



It conmended African States which have refrained fromany rel ations

with Israel because of its alliance with the racist regime in South Africa and its
hostility towards the Arab people and the inalienable rights of the

Pal esti ni ans.

The Conference expressed its distress at the war between Iragq and Iran

and its continuation. which has had an adverse effect on the intensification of
the liberation struggles in Palestine and southern Africa. It called for an early
end to the war.

The Conference declared that apartheid and all other fornms of racism

nmust be totally elimnated fromthis globet that no adjustments or reforns of
raci smare acceptable and that there can be no conpronise with raci sm

aki ki k

| . The Conference recogni zes the inportance ofintensifying the dissem -

nation of information in Arab countries on the situation in southern Africa
and the just struggle of the oppressed people of South Africa and Nam bi a.

It requests the League of Arab States. in co-operation with the United

Nati ons Speci al Conmittee agai nst Aparrheidand the Organization of African
Unity. to take steps towards this end. It invites Arab Governments and

organi zations to lend their full co-operation in the dissemnation of such

i nf or mati on.

The Conference expresses its appreciation to the Special Conmittee

agai nst Apartheid for publicizing information on the alliance between the
racist reginmes in Israel and South Africa. It requests the League of Arab States
to lend its full co-operation to the Special Conmittee in this respect.

2. The Conference requests the Arab Boycott Bureau to provide infor-

mati on. advi ce and assistance to the OAU and the Special Comittee against
Apartheid in their efforts towards an effective and total boycott of the raci st
regi me of South Africa.

3. The Conference requests the League of Arab States and the O ganiza-

tion of African Unity, through their cooperation system in co-operation with
the national |iberation novenents of South Africa, Nam bia and Pal estine, to
study the phenomenon of settler colonialism the structural simlarities

bet ween Zi oni sm and apartheid. and the coll aboration between |Israel and

South Africa It further requests themto consider ways and neans to produce
and .dis-semnate the results of such studies. including the establishment ofa
specnal | zed institution

4. The Conference calls on the Arab States not to patronize those

West ern ebnpani es which col |l aborate with the aparzheid regi me by supplying

it Wth mlitary and nucl ear equi pnent and technol ogy.



It urges the Arab League, the Organi zation of African Unity. the Specia
Conmittee agai nst Apartheid and other relevant United Nations bodies to

study and publicize the trade concessions and privileges enjoyed by Israel with
the European Comunity and other Western countries, as well as those to be
extended by the United States of Anmerica in January 1985. and expose their

full legal, econonmic and other inplications to the occupied Pal estinian and

ot her occupied Arab territories. as well as the inplications ofthe utilization of
such arrangenents by the South African regine which is al ready exporting

many of its products via Israel

5. The Conference recognizes that the Arab oil boycott of South Africa is

an inportant contribution to the |iberation struggle in southern Africa and
agrees on the need for ensuring effective inplenmentation of the boycott. It
draws attention to the inportant resolution adopted by OAPEC in May 1981

in this connection.

It denounces the tanker conpani es and ot her corporations which are

hel ping South Africa to circumvent the oil enbargo. It urges the Arab and
African oil-exporting countries. in co-operation with other oil-exporting coune
tries, to take firmaction agai nst those conpanies. including strict penalties
agai nst conpanies violating the oil enbargo agai nst South Africa.

6. The Conference requests the League of Arab States to collect and

publicize, in co-operation with the Special Commttee. information on actions
taken by the Arab States and organi zations in support ofthe struggl e agai nst
apart hei d.

7. The Conference appeals to all Arab States and organi zations to

mai ntain and consider increasing their material and tinancial assistance to the
nati onal |iberation novements of South Africa and Nani bi a

8. The Conference urges all States which have not yet done so to ratify Oe
accede to the International Convention on the Suppression and Puni shnent of

the Crinme of Apartheid.

9. The Conference calls for the w dest worl d-w de observance of the

Week of Solidarity with the Peoples Struggling against Raci smand Raci a

Di scrimnation in 1985. beginning on 21 March (the 25th anni versary of the
Sharpevill e massacre), in full solidarity with the struggles for liberation in
South Africa, Nam bia and Pal esti ne.

RESCLUTI ON ON THE HUNDREDTH ANNI VERSARY

OF THE ALI EN OCCUPATI ON OF NAM BI A

The Conference of Arab Solidarity with the Struggle for Liberation in

Sout hern Africa, neeting at Tunis from?7 to 9 August 1984,

Acutely conscious that 7 August 1984 is the hundredth anni versary ofthe

alien occupation of the Territory of Nam bia



Recal | i ng that the Nani bi an peopl e have been subjected by Inperia

Germany and | ater by the racist reginme of South Africa to i nhuman oppres-
sion. exploitation and genoci de,

Recalling also, with admration, the heroic struggle waged by the Nam b-

ian people for its freedom and i ndependence,

Recogni zi ng that the South West Africa Peoplels Oganization (SWAPO

has earned recognition, by its | eadership ofthe struggle for freedom as the sole
and authentic representative of the Nam bian peopl e.

Recogni zing the inalienable right of the people of Nam bia to self-

determ nation and national independence in a united Nam bia. including

Wal vis Bay. and the Penguin and other off-shore islands,

Affirmng the total solidarity of the Arab Governments and peoples with

the Nani bi an people in its just struggle for freedom under the |eadership of
SWAPO,

. Condemms the illegal occupation of Nam bia by the apartheidregine in
South Africa in defiance of the United Nations and in contravention of
international |aw

2. Denounces the support and encouragenent given to the apartheid

regi me by some Western Powers and |srael which have enbol dened and

enabled it to defy the United Nations. carry on a war agai nst the Nam bi an
peopl e and conmit acts of aggression and destabilization agai nst nei ghbour-
ing States:

3. Condemms the wanton and reckl ess exploitation of the human and

natural resources of Nam bia in the interest of foreign corporations and to the
detriment of the Nami bi an peopl e;

4. Rejects any |linkage between the independence of Nam bia and the

wi t hdrawal of Cuban forces from Angola. contrary to the provisions of
Security Council resolution 435 (1978) which constitutes the only acceptable
basis for a peaceful solution of the Nam bian probl em

5. Callsfor all necessary noral and naterial assistance to SWAPO in the
struggl e for genuine i ndependence of Nami bia by all avail abl e means i ncl ud-
ing armed struggl e.

RESOLUTI ON ON SOLI DARI TY W TH THE STRUGGLE OF WOVEN

OF SOUTH AFRI CA AND NAM BI A

The Conference of Arab Solidarity with the Struggle for Liberation in

Sout hern Africa, neeting at Tunis from7 to 9 August 1984.

Havi ng observed the Day of Solidarity with the Struggle of Wnen of

South Africa and Nami bia On 9 August |984.



Recal I i ng the inhuman oppressi on of wonmen of South Africa and

Nam bi a under the crimnal system ofaparl heidt as well as their heroic role in
the struggle for |iberation.

Consi dering that the oppression ofmllions of wonmen in southern Africa

and in Palestine, by racist and terrorist regines, is a challenge to the conscience
of humanity,

1. Expresses its solidarity with the struggle of wonmen of South Africa.

Nam bi a and Pal esti ne;

2. Geels all wonen inprisoned or persecuted for their struggle;

3. Calls on the Wrld Conference of the United Nations Decade for

Worren, to be held at Nairobi in July 1985. to give full attention to the plight of
women in South Africa, Nam bia and Pal estine, and their heroic struggles:

4. Requests the League of Arab States. in co-operation with Arab

CGovernment s and organi zati ons:

(a) to publicize the struggle of wonen of South Africa and Nam bi a;

(b) to support projects for assistance to wonmen refugees from South

Africa and Nanmi bia; and

(c) to organize a conference on the wonen of South Africa. Nam bia and

Pal estine in co-operation with the rel evant bodies of the United Nations and
the Organi zation of African Unity.

RESCOLUTI ON ON ASSI STANCE TO THE OPPRESSED PEOPLE OF

SQUTH AFRI CA AND NAM BI A AND THEI R NATI ONAL

LI BERATI ON MOVEMENTS, AND THE FRONT-LI NE STATES

The Conference of Arab Solidarity with the Struggle for Liberation in

Southern Africa, neeting at Tunis from?7 to 9 August 1984,

Awar e of the enormous human suffering caused by the racist regine in

South Africa through its oppression and repression in South Africa, its
colonial war in Nam bia and its acts of aggression and destabilization agai nst
i ndependent nei ghbouring African States.

Consi dering that the national |iberation noverments of South Africa and

Nani bi a require and deserve increased financial. nmoral, political and materi al
support in prosecuting their legitimte and just struggle against a ruthless and
power ful enemnmy which continues to benefit fromthe coll aborati on of sone
Governments and transnational corporations.

Considering further that the Front-line States in southern Africa need

urgent and generous assi stance to overcone their serious econom ¢ problerns
and to enhance their defence capabilities agai nst aggression by the racxst

regi me of South Africa,



Aware that the difficulties faced by the Front-line States place an obliga-
tion on the international comunity to assume greater responsibility in
support of liberation struggl es,

Recogni zi ng that assistance to the oppressed people of South Africa and
Nami bi a and their national |iberation novenents, as well as the Front-1line
States, is not only a concrete expression of Arab solidarity and co-operation
with Africa, but also a contribution to the common objective of the eradica-
tion of colonialisnm national oppression and racial discrinmnation in all their
fornms and manifestations,

1. Appeals to all Arab States. organizations and institutions to naintain

and consi der increasing financial and material assistance to the oppressed

peopl e of South Africa and Nami bia and their national |iberation novenents
t hr ough:
(a) direct material assistance to national |iberation novenments recog-

ni zed by the Organization of African Unity;

(b) contributions to the QAU Li beration Fund and the Solidarity Fund

of the Noneal i gned Movenent;

(c) contributions to the relevant United Nations funds. nanely:

(i) the United Nations Fund for Nami bia

(ii) the United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa;

(iii) the United Nations Educational and Training Progranme for

Sout hern Afri ca:

(iv) the Trust Fund for Publicity agai nst Apartheid:

(v) the United Nations Institute for Nani bia:

2. Further appeals to themto provide increased assistance to the Front-
line States.

RESCOLUTI ON ON SOUTH AFRI CAN CONSTI TUTI ONAL | | REFORVES'

The Conference of Arab Solidarity with the Struggle for Liberation in
Southern Africa. neeting at Tunis from?7 to 9 August 1984.

|. Strongly condems the decision by the racist regine to i npose a new
raci st and col onial constitution designed to perpetuate the enslavenent and
di spussessi on of the indigenous African majority and to divide the oppressed
Bl ack peopl e:



.av

2. Considers this Constitution. which ainms at rendering 72 per cent ofthe
total popul ation, the indigenous Africans. foreigners in the land oftheirbirth,
as a crine against the people of South Africa:

3. Recalls that the General Assenbly of the United Nations-as well as

the Summit Conferences Of the Non-aligned Movement, the Organization of
African Unity and the Commonweal t h- have condenmd this Constitution

as designed to further entreneh the apartheid system

4. Notes with appreciation the united opposition against this Constitution

by the overwhelmng majority ofthe people of South Africa and fully supports
the planned boycott of the fraudulent elections by the so-called Col oureds and
peopl e of Asian origin;

5. Calls upon the United Nations Security Council to take urgent action

to counter this new crime otithe apartheid regine and renew its support to the
oppressed Black majority in its resistance.

RESOLUTI ON ON SPECI AL RESPONSI BI LI TY OF THE | NTERNA-

TI ONAL COVWUNI TY TOMRDS THE PEOPLES OF NAM BI A,

SOUTH AFRI CA AND PALESTI NE

The Conference of Arab Solidarity with the Struggle for Liberation in

Southern Africa. neeting at Tunis from7 to 9 August 1984

Recal | i ng the consistent support by the Arab CGovernnments and peopl e

for the liberation of Afriea. and especially for the struggle for freedomin South
Africa and Nam bi a

Pl edgi ng continued and increased solidarity between Africa anei the Arab

world in the course 01' the struggle for freedomand the abolition of raeismin
all its manifestations.

Recal ling that the experience of the Arab world with the racist plots in

Pal estine and that of Africa with the i nhuman system of apartheid in South
Africa have reinforced such solidarity.

Condemmi ng the growi ng col | aborati on between the reginmes in |Isrztet and

South Africa. and the illegal occupation of Arab Pal estine and Nani bi a

Recal ling that the sacred trust ofcivilization assumed by the internationa
conmunity in 1919 for the peoples of Nam bia and Pal esti ne has not been
fulfilled.

Denounci ng apartheid as a crinme agai nst humanity.

. Proclains that the United Nations and the international comunity



have an inescapable responsibility for securing the freedom and i ndependence
of the peoples of Nanmibia. South Africa and Pal esti ne;

2. Urges all Arab and African Governnments and organi zations, in co-

operation with all friendly Governnments and organi zations. to take all neces-
sary and appropriate initiatives to enable the United Nations and the

i nternational community to assune and discharge their responsibilities;

3. Calls upon all Covernments to refrain fromany relations with the

regimes in South Africa and Israel until the peoples of Nam bia, South Africa
and Pal estine are enabled to exercise their inalienable rights. in particular their
right to genuine self-determn nation.

4 1668-Novem be r 1984-5, 000



