
 

. CHIEF ALBERT JUHN MVUMBI LUTHULLI - A BERVANT OF HLIS PEOPLE.

AN ADDRESS BY THE HON. UMNTWANA MANGOSUTHU . BUTHELEZY

CBIEF EXECUTIVE COUNCILLOR O KWAZULU LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY @

ON THE OCCASION OF THE UNVEILING OF THE TOMBSTONE ERECTED IN

MEMORY OF THE DECEASED LEADER OF THE AFRICAN PEOPLE : 23KD JULY, %972,

 

Mas . Luthubi members of the Luthufi family, Sons and Daughiers of Adrica, 1

geel 1 have ne words adequate cnough Lo describe vividly, what our Late Brothen,
Albert John Luthuli meant to his people, and what his memory should mean to

his people even after death. But 1 can at Leasi say withoul any hesdization

and without any apokogies to those whoe may disagree with my assesseent of the
man, that knowing Chied Luthuli as closely as 1 knew him, {8 one of the greatesd
privileges of my Lige. 1 thank the Almighty for his Â£ife which enrniched not
onky those who were next Â¢f kin, but aff 0f us who had the paivifege 2o know
him. Rarely are men born who, by the cxample they set fon thein fellowmen,
enrich almost an entine Nation as he did.

In this very poon attempt ai hyding Lo deseaibe hia value 2o us, 2o South i
Africa and 2o the Human Race, you will all appreciate that because he was Adlenced
and therefore died a banned man, a man the qualities whose characten shone most,
when he fed w banned organisaion, one is heavily cireumscribed in doding this
enormous fask. In other words one can hardly do him justice without laking a

ndsk each time cne utters a sentence, of breaking the faw. There are those

who condddened him a nisk to peaceful co-existence in South AÃ©nica,â\200\230and yet

ALl who knew him will agree with me that <4 he was given a chance, his whole

Life would have ensured not onby our peaceful co-exisience, but the whole

. future not anly af alf Black People but of akl White People o4 a Country he

hekd so dear. He gave his whofe Life and paid a price few men can go out of

theirn way to pay, as wmuch as he did.

 Here we had a man of God who truly Loved ale God’s people and who was made t%
suffer merely because he darnd do just that. No one can deny that he was

Qe Christian, and 44 there sheuld be  doubta about that, did Chaist n
day.dn the famous Soamon on the Meunt : "How blest you ane, when you sudfer
insults and persecution and every bind 0f calumny for may sake?â\200\235 ALL
happened 2o him was just that. For he duffered because he kept the greates
of all Commandments 0Â§ Loving one’s neAghbour as oneseld,

Albent Luthuli gave wp what in those days wes a Lucrative post, of being a
Teacher at a Taaining College, and answercd the call of senving his people as
a Chief which meant choosing a Life of penurr, in orden 2o Aerve his people
here at Groutville Mission Station. Whe amongsL us can deny that was proof
that his whole motivation in Life was service 2o s pecole at any prige? To
this man all materiar considernalions, wene of secondany Ampordance, in fact
they wene of no impontance at all. He was in thue Christian mould prepared
Lo sLave fon the people he Loved so deandy.

Those of us who huew him renzmber with neverence his baities 2o improve the
Lo2 04 the simplest of his people not only in Groutuidle but throughout the
Province. A battle finally extended to his whole Country.



In a Country Like South Afnica where one 48 almost defied for the mene plgme˜

- ntation o4 one’s shin, he strove 1o prove not only Lo his peopke butlto those

who dthove 2o perscvoute him, that alf men befonged o the one and onky fine
Nobility in this World, and that is to the Nobility of alk men as God’s
children, creatures the Creator has made in Hiz own dmage. The fact that he
comes out triumphant in making this very point, despite ail the. barriens that
are the Lot of people of his pigmentation, is proof Lhat this truth that wiltl
withstand the test of Lime.

Some people might suij, parliculartly those who atÃ©empted 1o frustrate him, that
they failed wim, forn was he not Amprgsoned, banned and silenced? 1 make bofd
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10 day thal-the-comense. io-taue . Theseâ\200\224humonâ\200\224actions he faced for. the re
ason
that he kindled a spark in men’s heants that is trampled-under feet in ous
Land, which is the knowfedge that God did not create second oa fhiad class
human beings, and by doing s0 Chief Luthuli-struck fean in the hearts of all
those who-debumanize -and degrade other human bedings for no eanthly reason
-exceptâ\200\235 that they were bown with a pigmemtation of the skin different grom their
own. For daning to siand for this he suffered the modern South Adrican
RSN 04 cruclLglxion. i

â\200\234Mang of his enemies patted themsefuves on. thedr backs, fon they believed that
- they had degeated him. The proof that there was no fime when he was Â§inished
or defeated was the very fact thai he was kept in invisible
chainsd undil the end 0Â§ his days. The very fact thai he was kept in this
4late of apparesnt helplessness, L8 prood that ke remained much moae than a
symbal_Lo-all who kRnew him, both within and outsdide the bordenrs of this Cowndny.

When again he was called upon 1o -choose befween his Chiedlaimship and beding
a seavant a4 his pecple in the wider sense, ne found no conglict. We Aremembonr
that-on papÃ©n -he was deprived of his Chiegtainship bul up to now he-aemains

our Chdief 4in the veny baoadesi sense of that tewm. This worn him World necog-
nilion-as his awands such as the Mobel Prize and others paoved.

His -Country was 2oo small fon his stature and she failed Lo recognisde what-he
was woklh to her, in tewms of solving her complex problems. By noi grabbing
the opporntunity to sofve the pawoblems of South Africa peacefully with himself
as a catalyst we may have Lost this chance fon ever, unfess there 48 a deep
heant=seanck and a re-think as fan as the whole aititfude of Whife South Adrica
towards Blacks Ls.concerned.

We .ane Living in difficult times and nothing has happened 40 {an &0 prove

that in conducting his Life as he did, that he was wiong. When the histoay

o4 this Country 4is read particulanly about his times avid events. of Lhose Limes,
coming gererations will blame South Afrnica fon hauing allowed an oppomtumily
1o pass Lo enable 80 noble a son 2o rgscuz his Country from hen Lhaoes.,

There 48 no .euldence that there 4is any willingness on the part of the mjouâ\200\230ig
0f the powerful in South-Adrica fo heed the scheams of the dispcssessed and ine
powerlest. As Load Acton sald, ’Powsa Zends 2o conauptl and absolule powen
covrupts absofutely.â\200\231’ As a resuld the up and coming generations will gel more
and.mone difficult to convince that a non-viofent change, is as Chief Luthuld
believed posdible. On zhe contrary when one Looks at the South Afaican scene,
one {4 Ledt in no doubt about the fact that viofence 4is on the ascent, and thai
the chances of a non-uviolent change are getting scantien by day.

Whateuen catasirophe overtakes South Afnica whether if 48 now oa 4in the distant
Futune, South Africa will not escape the harsh judgement that things will have
neached a bad pass, because what Chied Luthuld stood for was ignored at the
price of political expediency. :

. He. stands as evidence for Black patience, Bfack perseverance aid for Black
Love 0f his Hellow-human beings Inanscending all racdak borriens. We can s2ALL
heat his vodice now, and South Agrica  ALLL has a chance to heed the message
if she was not so blinded by self-interest and sheer While avanice..

What he stood for eere gundamental auths, and focus of our attention today
are those fundamental thuths he stood 4on, even more than the tombsione we
are gathered here 1o see unvedlled. May thi day serve Lo unvell once
agadn, even if it be fon the Last iime, those fundamental truths fon which he
stood, 4on in them onfy can we seek and find our safvation and freedom gor
all. For-withowt this hind of Fegedomâ\200\224<these wilb-neven be real freedom even
for thosc who wield physical powenr in our Land.
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When we Lock ari his whole 2ife we nealise that what the Late Mz, Robeat
Kennedy meant wnen he said 4in 1966 :

"MORAL COURAGE IS A RARER COMMODITY THAN BRAVERY IN BATTLE OR GREAT INTELLIGENCE.
YET 1T 1S ONE ESEENTIAL, VIKAL QUALITY FOR THOSE WHO SEEK TO CHANGE A WORLD
WHICH YEELDS MOST PAINFULLY T0 CHANGE.â\200\235

Let us nealise that if we Â§ind ourselves hemmed in by all soxts of barriers
and edicts in South Afrnica, we can at Least follow.in Albart John Muumbdi
Luthuld by having or cultivating monral courage such as he had in abundance.

INKOST’SIKELEL’T AFRIKA . FREEDOM IN QUR LIFETIME.

 

 


