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A LAW ASSOCI ATI ON OF ZAMBI A
LAZ PCSI TI ON ON THE

_0"? late mam Associ ati on of Zanbi a has

been attacked by sonme nmenbers of the public

oh its atsnd regarding the question of Human .
The general inmpression created is that the Law

7 ' _Assoel ati on ot Zanbi a synpathises with crim -
people at this stage will say that the Governs i

nah, becaneits nenbers get

butter by defending crimnals. In other words

R has been anaested that 1A2 supports crine.

Some nmenbers of the public have come up in

total of Hon. Newstead Zi nmba M nis-

ter of Home Affairs on his "Shoot on Sight" - -

prder. Sonme nmenbers of the public have sug-

gested that LAZ is irrel evant, whereas sone of -

themlike M Zi nba aforesaid, have gone to the

" extent of alleging that the Association never;
stood up to challenge Human Ri ghts abuses in

3 the tint and second Republic. It is high time the

record was put straight. . .

ital CONNECTI ON BETWEEN LAZ

AND CRI ME .

The inpression created that many of the mem

bers’ of LAZ practice crimnal Law or that they

get high fees fromen mnal Law, especially in ._ |

defending crimnals accused of. perpetuating a ."

hei nous crinmes |ike aggravated robbery, nmnur-

der or rape is to say the | east m sl eadi ng-and

nonepus. -Statisties will show that many of - V

those charged with such heinous crines are

def ended by Government Lawyert, the Legal

Ai d Counsel, at Governnent expense. Many of

them are just too pooytoretal nLawyers of their

own choice. The majority are defended by the

state through the Legal Aid schene. Sone

" nment is also involved in pronoting banditry and

Rope. The question’therefore i swhydowe have .

i-Any civilised untouwntau’'tie cmuo rights .

. moepanm of t heM ni st ryof’

7.2 - -7

of its citizens nmust have a Legal Aid Scheny
thK and USA forestanple, as well as in other ’

, civilised jurisdictions, Legal Aid Schenes are

so well established that a person charged with

serious crines, is invariably afforded the ser-

,Vvi Ces of a . atCovernment

| deebehincl ' is that it-ia better to acquit a;

i guilty person than to convict an innocent per-

50917???? the need for proper Legal repre-

WAPI neUK, and USA 'the’ Covernment 1

support the Legal A d Schemes by retaining

expenseThe- A .

their bread and

QUESTI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS

mte Lawyers on behal f of aecused persons.

Sone Lawyers in these jurisdictions earn a |iv-

ing by providing Legal services through the

Legal Aid SCHEME. The Gayer nnent pays

their fees. i '’

Even in this country the Association has made

suggestions to the Government to revanp the

Legal Aid Schene so that poor nenbers of

soci ety especially those charged with SERI -t

OUS CRI MES can benefit. -

The Law Associ ati on of Zambi a does not op-

pose human rights abuses with a view to non-

etary gain. The Associati On poses human

rights abuses as a matter of p ciple. In fact

.the associ ation was established by the people



thensel ves t hrough an Act of Parliament, the

Law Associ ati on of Zanbia Aet CAP 47 of the _ C
Laws of Zanbia. Among the objects of the
Association is to seek the advancenment of the L
title of Law and of the rights and liberties of the_
i ndi vidual . Thus the Association will continue

i to speak out on nmatters or public inportance "
froma principled stand. Politicians on the

other hand will come and go with their persona
views and their Governnments’ policies, where-

as the Association will remain firmand strong

_ for ever and will continue to pursue its objee-
tives VIGOROUSLY. M Ztnba's "SHOOT ’

to kill or SHOOT ON SIGHT" order will never

be a legitimate Legal Directive. It is illegal

It is also inportant to note that nmany Lawers L
" 4 | menbers of the Associationl are either in -
private practice or in the private sector. Such
Lawyers mainly earn their fees from commrer-

cial, conveyancing, property, Licensing Wrk

and civil Litigation. The type of crimnal Law
practised by Lawyers in private practice rel ates
", mainly to less serious crinmes. Many people who. ’
have been assisted by Lawers know what | am
tal ki ng about. They know that a Lawyer is the

, onllz source of confort when one is in problens
Wi

the Law. Wait until you are charged with

a crimnal offence, then you will appreciate the
services of a Lawyer? Sone police otheers who -
wer e agai nst Lawyers now support the exist-

ence of the Legal Profession, after being
charged with crimnal offences. Lawers oper-
atewithin the Law. They observe ethics. If they
9 do not observe ethics they are publicly dis-
barred. The Associ ation does not hide infor-
mation on this to nenbers of the public.



