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BOSS CHIEF'S KEY

speech with Kaunda
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ignored

e Forged links
GENERAL Hendrik van den sergh,\

of the Bureau for State Securit |

. - - Bo

r}:s senior offlcers played a maio’; :oles;)e’hai::’

the scenes in master-minding and executing
e plans which led to the dramatic break-

b ¢ Ryt o
Bl;:r(gxfrli:a.somh Africa’s relations with

7

By J. H. P. SERFONTEIN

THE RECENT controversial
C D speech by M i -
I;u.:n, thg. fPrmer'Mlnisl’er of Transpyort rn:fi“g::::y
rime Minister, in which he criticised the Govern-
ment’s move to seek co-operation with Zambia, did

General Hendrik van den
Bergh.

e errrs—

ac@ivities against South

not appear in a single n
ewspaper of the P
g?}lll‘p because of strong Cabinet pressures. e
i, ilnstgrx‘_tseerw;]rtégn is partbof and Oosterlig, deny having
ess war be- received such A 3
It)\:}/le)ﬁr; l'fil;e two big Nationalist Transvaal .ﬁaﬁ?gggﬁts.t and
e 1% companies, Pers- Press sources now claim that
Ita:?p asmtrlllale Pers. Mr Botha’s “omission” w:s
e é)ears at Nasrona!e part of ‘a clever strategy to
o recei‘zzp;}x)g}fsa ?Ltélfgstdld Icaliscrse%it the Perskor gfoup
e ) or r Schoeman is still chai v
ignored it because they gave man of th - 4
. at group. -
%x;%r{ldlnemngenégv ,;}il\?alspfetc}?' clatx'ed aim ongalsli%n;I;}éengs
R mew.rt if 0 e 1is to force all Cabinet Minis-
s the ters to re f
front page, but the (’)I‘r1 i v e il Nl
age, DI rans- which has six on its b g
va}:;pgign?lot carry a word. This clash betwe;n ?l?;(l'wo
B T aninh b Ve mmpetd
Affair§ o RS gains e bitter competi-
& - tion betwee th
kor, spoke to the editor s . The mell
S f valer and Beeld, th
the four Perskor dailies St}(x’ onale- Pa
—the ly-la i
g%:gd’ 4 tl(;e OTransvaIer, d}; - ‘lffnched Nasionale Pers
’ an ggendblad, At its launching Nasi
tﬁmeeysg\éz;;e}:r aggce;iusgo iitgn}c;r(ei ﬁers boasted thagt ita ;333{3
Bech’ S a ave a circulation of
ggxgec :‘hg Kgx"’;; c:leolrllcea';ﬁrstage %5 000 more than tgatatof1 etailsé
R o Bave Coe (lalpar- ran §vale r within three
diplomatic negotiations- ubSh e Ehowladeeimat Baid s
) e- mon knowledge th i
tween South Africa and Zam- far short of iétar;ett.Beeld G

bia.
. For the sake of nati i
interest they agreed ié(tmgg FII'S'I' round
report the speech, under the Its circulation is estimated
to be between 20000 and
30 000; the Transvaler’s is

impression that the Nasio
ale Pers newspapers 1d

pers would 55000’ 1t has apparently lost

no readers and expects sales

do the same.
I understand that Mr P. W.
of 80000 by the end of
December. Thus nothing

Botha, Minister of Defence
came of the expected walk-

and Cape leader of the
over and the confidently

ationalist Party, was sup-
posed to have conveyed tl?e i
predicted collapse of the
Transvaler within six

request to Nasionale Pers,
months.

of which he is a director.
the Burger, Beeld, Volksblad e St Jorannesoare o 171

Newspapers in this group,
nesburg.

In particular, they play-
ed a crucial and direct
role in pulling off what
seemed the impossible —
the reaching of an gnder-
standing with Zambia.

@ Though all details of the
topievel secret negotiations
are not yet known, these
facts clearly emerge:

@ Several negotiations, 1ins
volving people from Boss,
the Foreign Affairs and In-
formation departments and
the private sector, took place.
@ The crucial Boss operation
was handled with the grea-
test diplomacy, tact and so-
phistication — which wiped
out the tragic blunder of
three years ago when th(,e
strategy was to “expose’

President Kaunda of Zam-

bia.

@ Directly involved in ~all

this strategy was the Prime

Minister, Mr Vorster, who

was the central figure in the

entire diplomatic offensive.

I am told that the final
unofficialunderstandmg
with Zambia Wwas reached
within weeks.

Of course, this was preced-
ed by efforts over more than
a year involving a wide spec-
trum of contacts, including
influential American sources.

Apparently, at the end of
il ’ e of General tem, the day before he made

September, on

Van den Bergh’s most senior
men was sent to Zambia with
a message. This was just \
after the ‘Frelimo take-over pendence celebrations, three
in Mozambigue, and talk in days later, President Kaunda
certain circles about a Zam- informed Mr Vorster that he
“agree- would respond directly to the

ment” concerning terrorist speech.

pia-Frelimo-ANC

" could offer a lot in terms of

ica.

Mr Vorster made it clear
in his personal message that
South Africa desired peace,
that it wanted to. co-operate
with Black: Africa, -and that it

economic and other assis-
tance. - -

However, he also made it
clear that if Zambia backed a
terrorist offensive, South
Africa would defend itself
with all its might — and
Zambia would have to suffer
the consequences.

The timing of the mes-
sage was brilliant. It came
when Zambia was facing sev-

eral serious internal prob-
lems (see report on Page

5).

This began the chain of
events which led to Mr Vors-
ter’s speech in the Senate on

acceptance of his hand of
friendship by ‘President
Kaunda three days later.

After that development, a
high-ranking Zambian emis-
sary immediately  visited
South Africa. More visits
were subsequently exchang-

ed. :
Apparently, Mr Vorster
finally received a message
from President Kaunda,
through General Van den
Bergh's communications sy-

his important policy speech
on Africa in the Senate.
During the Zambian inde-
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PIERRE SALINGER, White House Press
Secretary during the Kennedy-John-
ston administration, said in Durban

this

‘week that attempts by govern-

ments to muzzle the Press through re-
strictive legislation resulted from
fear and a misconception of its role in
‘a free democrafic society.

lenbosch Farmers’

cratic societies

" In an interview with the
SUNDAY TIMES he spoke
of a host of subjects, rang-
ing from the necessity for .
a free Press to the Water-
gate scandal and the Mid-
‘dle East situation. 4
' Mr Salinger told me it was
apparent that the growing
hostility towards the Press in
democratic societies was
coming from two sources,
governments and .a large
body. of public opinion which
was developing an antipathy
towards the Press. T
- “We_  have seen increas-
ingly frequent efforts by de-.
mocratic  governments to
muzzle the Press by res-
trictive legislation and open
attacks on the Press in an
effort to intimidate them.
“This results from a fear
of the Press on the one hand,
and, secondly, a misconcep-
jon of the role of the Press
in a free democratic
adversary
“If you are really going to
have a democracy it is essen-
tial to have a free Press
because: a free Press/guaran-
tees a flow of information
which is highly necessary for
the judgments that people in
democracies have to, make.
© “A . free Press must of

necessity be an adversary of
the government. I don’t

\

Visiting South Africa for the first time,
to make the annual Press award of the Stel-
inery, Mr Salinger, 49,
now roving editor for the French weekly,
L’Express, spoke of his deep concern at what
he termed ‘‘a world-wide phenomenon” —
growing hostility towards the Press in demo-

mean by that that it has to
be hostile, but it cannot al-
low itself to become an ad-
junct to the government. The
minute it does its freedom
vanishes. ‘

“All you have to do is look
around the world today and
see those countries where
the Press is an arm of the
government to realise that it
is no longer free and that
that government is no longer
a democracy.” !

The attitude of the public
towards the Press was “a
more subtle but maybe more
fascinating phenomenon.”™

“As we live in an increas-
ingly complex world, prob-
lems appear terribly complex
to people. In fact, to many
they appear insoluble, and
once it has been determined:
that a problem is insoluble
many people don’t want to
hear about that problem any

ore. )

“The Press, and this may
be more true of radio and
television, becomes an insis-
tent reminder that the prob-
lem exists, and people then
turn against the Press as if
they were the instigator of
the problem.”

Press was “a blow at -the
very idea of democracy.”

Asked for his views on the
English Press in South
Africa, he said it seemed that
it was “quite insular”. It was,
not surprisingly, very
wrapped up in its own pro-
blems.

On South Africa’s racial
policies, Mr Salinger said: “It
would be most foolhardy for
me to come-down here and
try to tell you the solution,
but I make this judgment
that the present system can-
not survive.

“It is artificial, and even
the most thoughtful South
Africans who currently sup-
port the Government’s policy

have misgivings about the

ability of that system to
survive.” ’

‘Fear, misconception’ behind move

Mr Vorster’s recent “give
South Africa six months”
speech had been welcomed
abroad, “but people are still
sceptical and want to be

- shown that the Prime Minis-

ter intends to put into effect
a number of policies which
.will earryout the spirit of
that speech.”

Mr Salinger also spoke of

dialogue between South °

Africa and its Black neigh-
bours, saying: “It seems to
yme the central question is
that if South Africa is in fact
seeking detente with its Afri-
can neighbours what is the
price these neighbours are
going to ask for detente and
what price is South Africa
willing to pay?

“These seem to be the
essential questions. While it

‘is mot an exact parallel, v}e

have seen in the evolution of
detente between the United
States and the USSR the
aggressive action by Con-
gress to slow down detente
until = certain commitments
were made by the Soviet
Government on the emigra-

tion of Jews and others from

the Soviet Union.

“Now you can very well
see a set of conditions being
put on detente between
South Africa and its
neighbours.”

Commenting on efforts to
have South Africa expelled
from the United Nations, Mr
Salinger said he disagreed
with such a move. ‘

“The whole idea of throw-
ing countries out of interna-
tional bodies is a mistake.

scandal and

s to muzzle papers |

&

You can completely despise a
system in South Africa and
at the same time you have to
realise that if you are going
to have real working interna-
tional bodies, it has to in-
clude the whole community
of nations. : }

“If you are going to have

any kind of dialogue at inter-
national level you have to
accept your enemies as well
as your friends.”

Referring to the Watergate

reputation went down the
drain — Richard Nixon —
Mr Salinger said he felt that
the timing of President
Ford’s pardon .of the former
President had been ‘‘unfor-
tunate” in that it came so
soon  after he had - relin-
quished office. ¢

- pardon of Richard Nixon

the man whose
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“The pardon left people
with the impression that they
were witnessing another cov-
er-up of the real facts in the
Watergate case.

“I don’t think there was
any percentage of Americans
who -wanted to see Richard
Nixon go to jail. I don’t
think there was any feeling
of revenge but the general
feeling was that the early

might shut off some avenues
to finding out about parts of
the Watergate story that we : ' ; o et ;
o s “;'0“’- s Mr Pierre Salinger . . . deep concern at growing hostility ta

was too early to judg A ot fiis ; syl s DA e e . RADDRY nE
haw My Nikon: would 750 wards the Press in democratic societies. Picture: BARRY COMB!
[down in history — “but my - ' .
own judgment is that Water-
gate will be the story finally
written about Richard:
Nixon.

Mr Salinger, predicting}
that these combinations of
attacks would become more
insistent, stressed that any,
effor by any government toi

repress the freedom of }he
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