STATE Of EMERGENCY -
SoL IDARITY NEEDED Mow !l

London Anti Apartheid in action earlier this year
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Since the declaration two weeks ago of the state of emergency In black tewnship areas in South Africa. at
least 20 peopie are known te have been killed by the security forces; 1 500 disappeared inte police

detention and there has been complete press censorship. Britain has opposed sanctions to that country.
Support the struggie te smash apartheid—see Diary. Above: Nelson Mandela’s daughter, Zinxl.

l.ondon arrests

Six supparters of the City of
l.ondon anti-apartheid group
were arrested yesterday during
A demonstration outside the

€ Six Anti-Apartheid support-l
ers were arrested last night
outside the South African em-

L
!

South African Embassy in bassy in London. Among tthem
Trafalgar Square. Among them was AMrs Norma Kitson,
. ' wife of the British ANC

was Mrs Nerma Kitson, wife of
Mr David Kitson, who was
released recently from prison in
South Africa. Two of the six
had chained themselves to
embassy gates. About 300
demonstrators took part in the
protest against recent deaths in
township unrests.
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prisoner Mr Dzvid KXitsen
released by South Africa last
year.

Two protesters, who chained
themselves 1o the embassy
gates, were released by police
with wire-cutfers. |
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DEMONSTRATIONS and
pickets will continue out-
side the South African
embassy in Trafalgar
Square, despite the
arrests last week of 29
people. That is the mes-
sage from the City of Lon-
don Anti-Apartheid

Group.

The arrests — 20 of which
were of women — coincided
with South African Women's
Day on August 9. Police
moved in on demosntrators
outside South Africa House
after they had laid wreaths to
commemorate those killed in
the present struggles.
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Demos will

By TREVOR
RAWNSLEY

The 29 were taken in by the
police for refusing to move
on along the pavement. 27
have been charged with ob-
struction and two juveniles
have been released without
charge. Among the arrested
was Stephen Kitson, whose
father, David, was last vear
released after 20 years in a
South African jail.

During a campaign by City
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tried to impose a2 ban on de-
monstrations outside the
embassy. But magistrztes
ruled in favour of the picke-
ters after 160 people — in-
cluding three Labour MPs —
had been arrested anc five
jailed.

Now the police are trving
to enclose the pickets behind
two barriers. But the
strength of feeling agzinst
apartheid is swelling the
ranks of the protestert to
such an extent that the de-
monstrations are Sspiiling
right over the pavemer-s.

Picketers feel that the real
aim of the police is n s0
much to keep the paver-znts
clear as to limit the nummbers
of those attending the »ro-
tests.
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Pickets busted ...
Rand trumbles

® Last Friday 29 people were arrested
outside the South African embassy in
Trafalgar Square. Of course, 27 were
charged with obstruction and will appear
in Bow Street magistrates court on
Tuesday.

The demonstration, the latest one organised by City
of London Anti-Apartheid, was witnessed by hundreds
of tourists. Further protests are in the pipeline for the
next fevs weeks jeading up to a rally on August 24
which aims to highlight the planned South African
miners strike, due to start on the following day.

South Africa House looks as though it will once more
become the focus for anti-apartheid activity in this
county. As we go to press the Africa Liberation
Committee is picketing once more. (Duncan Camptell)

See Action for details of raliy on August 24 and picket of
Embassy on August 26.

29 charged after

embassy demo

NINETEEN demonstrators
were charged with obstruc-
tion last night after a peace-
ful picket outside the South
African embassy i nTrafalgar
Sguare.

The arrests came as pickets
tried to block the road out-
side the embassy main gates.

D»b Express Iofg RS

UNDER the gaze of the tourists who,
lousy weather permitting, throng
Trafalgar Square, arrests conunue
outside South Africa House. Last

Friday evening (9 August) 29 were
Neh’ hauled away from the weekly City of

S"’aﬁsm 7 London Anti-Apartheid Group picket
of the South African embassy. 27

' people have been charged with
“," /? 5 obstruction of the highway; no
charges were pressed against two

juveniles. As it happened, 3 August
was South African Women’s day —

20 of the arrested activists were
women. &

Paul Matisson
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Twenty-nine people were arrested on last Friday evening’s weekly picket of the South
African Embassy by City of London Anti-Apartheid Group. Fio_wers and wreaths were
placed on the gates of the embassy to honour those killed during the current State of
Emergency. When the demonstrators stood back and sang an African anthem, police
moved in and made ten arrests. Others from the picket took their place. Twenty-seven
people have been charged with obstruction of the highway; no charges were pressed
against two juveniles. On what was South African Women'’s day, 20 of the arrested acti-
vists were women. City of London Anti-Apartheid Group were involved in a civil dis-
obedience campaign last summer with 160 arrests, including three MPs and five people
jailed after the Metropolitan Police banned demonstrations from the pavement in front of
the embassy. The ban was lifted after Bow Street Magistrates’ Court ruled in favour of
the demonstrators. However, the police have insisted on maintaining a clear space on the
pavement directly in front of the embassy gates, effectively dividing the picket in two.
City Group members claim that the pickets are becoming too large to be contained in two |
separate compartments and accuse the police of trying to restrict the size of the demon-

strations.
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The South African embassy in London last night: police move in to arrest one of those who joined a mass pecker

protest against the apartheid regime’'s lerror




