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National Congress

ANC PRESS STATEMENT ON THE ACCUSATIONS AGAINST MXOLISI PETANE

V6 ulterly reject police allegations that ANC Western Cape Regional Executive Member, Xolisi
~etane, was invoived in the taxi violence, particularly as he was central to discussions within
the ANC on how to bring the two taxi associations together and end the feuding. if anything, his
arrest is likely to exacerbate existing tensions.

“ut the arrest of Comrade Petane raises othear important matters as well. Firstly, the police
‘ocus on Petane, who is also MK Chiaf of Staff in the Western Cape is, in our view, an attempt to

| | propaganda and pressure by the regime to blame the
wermbie crime rate on MK cadres, and to try to force the ANC to hand over the waapons it has in
sale-keeping in terms of the agreement to suspend armed actions.

secondly, it is members of the police force themselves who have been identified as being
involved in the taxi violence, and one is even Up on a charge of murder. This arrest is a
mokescreen to cover up their own nefarious deeds.

Mixolisi Petane, who was sentenced to 17 years in prison in 1988 for MK activities, was only
reed from Robben Island in 1991. We weicome his release on R2,000 bail, but insist that the
ponce produce all their evidence so that it can be tested in a court of law.

We demand that the assassination, detention and harassment of ANC members and officials, as
weil as nat of community, trade union leaders and activists, cease.

We demand that the appropriate investigating structures established in terms of the FPeace
Lortimmediately investigate the ongoing viclence in the Western Cape, the behaviour of the
Hee ana the continued singling out of MK cadres for harassment

A
!

ssucd by the Department of Information and Publicity
~0 Box 61884

viarshalltown 2307

/ November, 1991

The people shall govern!



