
  

  

Urban 
blacks 
committee 
invite came 
as surprise 

  

Mr W. Mtshali 
Daily News Reporter 

AT least three prospective 
members of the Durban/ 
Pietermaritzburg regional 
committee to aid a 
Government investigation 
into the plight of urban 
blacks are unaware of the 
invitation  extended  to 
them. 

‘The composition-of the 
six regional committees, 
including the Natal com- 

Co-operation  and Develop- 
ment. 
The Durban/ 

Pietermaritzburg  commit- 
tee to be appointed to ad- 
vise the Cabinet committee 
considering the position of 
urban blacks will - consist 
©of 11 blacks and 18 whites 
(excludin g alternative 
‘members). 
M'l'hr“ive of those ]i‘nvit:‘d, 

r ellington tshali, 
Professor C. L. s. 

i and Mr s, 
Kwela, were unaware of 
the Government announce- 
ment when approached by 
‘The Daily News. 
Mr  Mtshali, assistant 

Tegional marketing 
manager at the Standard 

  

Prof. C. S. Nyembezi. 

Bank in expressed 
surprise when asked about 
the invitation. “Nobody 
has told me anything 
about it. I don’t know 
anything about the com- 
mittees. 

“However, I am  sur- 
prised at Africans giving 
2id .to people as they | 
themselves need aid,” he 
said. 

“The Government an- 
nouncement is indicative 
(ffr.l re-think of the South 

     
way of life,” he ican 

added. “At least blacks are 
now consi(::red"dto be 
pr%plndm ive aid to all.” 

‘rofessor Nyembezi and 
Mr Kwela, both directors 
of publishers Shuter and 
Shooter in 
maritzburg, had not been 
informed ahout the com- 
mittee. 

“I will be prepared to 
serve on it,” Mr Kwela 
said. “I believe it will be 
useful to Africans.” 

Professor Nyembezi said 
his inclusion in the com- 
mittee would depend on 
its terms of reference. “I 
will have to get the in- 
vitation before T can 
decide. It is. an unusual 
way of deciding things,” 
he added. 
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    ign policy 
desia when the majority of 

| Conservative MPs wanted 
to oppose them, and more 
than a hundred did. 

His number two, Gil- 
mour, has been closely as- 
sociated with the anti-Rho- 
desian Conservative Left 
and one of his junior Min- 
isters, the veteran Neil 
Marten, has been a consis- 
telfi advocate of sanctions 

So is this line-up prepar- 
ing to renege on the half- 
promise to recognise the 
Muzorewa ‘Government? I 
am F:mée it i 

T oa mani- 
festo on v}um “the That- 
cher  Government  was 
elected was most specific. 

“The Conservative Party 
will aim to achieve a last- 
ing settlement to the Rho- 
desia problem based on the 
democratic wishes of the 
mu]s of that country. 

the Six Principles 
whuh all British govern- 
ments have stupported for 
the last 15 years are fully 
satisfied following the Rho- 
desian election, the next 
government -will have the 
duty to return Rhodesia to 
a state of legality, move to 
lift sanctions, and do its 
utmost to ensure that the 
new independent . state 
gains _international 'gewg- 
nition.” 

Just before our eleetion 
Mrs Thatcher received the 
written report trzv Lord 
Boyd of Merton who ‘led 
her team of observers' in 

tute a valid test of opin- 
don among all races, and 
that the remaining Sixth. | 
Principle has been met. 

So the question facing 
Carrington is not WHETH- 
ER to recognise the new 
government but HOW. 

In Carrington she has 
picked the man. best placed 
to secure this, through his 
long history of personal 
relations with overseas 
leaders. 

And the - foundation 
stone of his new diplo- 
matic edifice is to be the 
European community. 

If European leaders can 
be persuaded to do the 
same in his presidential 
election year. 

And if he backs the 
British moves, then the 
more pro-Western leaders 
of African states might be 
persuaded not to take too 
high a line against them. 

A British envoy may 
soon be sent to Salisbury, 
but part of his message to 
Bishop Muzorewa will be 
not to expect dramatic de- 
velopments too quickly. 

The key to unlocking his 
door lies in Washington, 
and the key to Washington 
is being sought in Paris, 
Bonn and Brussels. 

@ Conservative Party 
MP George Gardiner’s 
majority in Reigate 
rose in last week’s 
.general election from 
13584 to 21313 and 
his share of the poll 

  

  

DR Koornhof's solution of 

the problem of Crossroads 
is a wonderful thing for 
Cape Town — a 'humane 
and Christian decision. In 
place of bulldozing those 

pathetic little homes, driv- 
ing the wives of City 
workers into other irregu- 
lar settlements, or send- 
ing them back to their 
“homeland”, Transkei, he 
has promised to have a 
new village built some- 
where in the Peninsula; 
where husbands, wives and 
children can live together’ 
in' péace. 

This is no more, than an 
ad hoc solution of a partis 

cularly poignant and diffi, 
cult situation in Cape 
Town. It would be wrong 
to make it a matter of poli- 

tical argument, to stress 
the inconsistency of build- 
ing homes for workers® 
wives and turning them 

out of Port Elizabeth. We 
should recognise the good- 

ness' and kindness of this 
action and ‘be grateful for 
it, even if it is an isolated 
one. 

Permissible 
In this spirit, and fully 

in this spirit, it may yet 
be permissible for us to 
consider the general ques- 
tion of migrant labour, of 
the system that separates 
husbands and wives for 
months, sometimes for 
years. Nobody has been 
moré scathing in its com- 
ments on this system than 
the ~Nederduits Gerefor- 

| meerde Kerk, and we can- 
not therefnre be regarded 
as dangerous liberals if we 
ask the people of South 
Africa 'to reconsider the 
matter. 

We do not ask for a whole 
sale condemnation of all ; 
migrant _ lahour. If, for 
examplé, the gold mines 

- CFossroaas 
The rfafal LrEne s 

decision 
This article was the last written 
for The Natal Witness by Dr 
Edgar Brookes. It arrived from 
Dr Brookes’s typist the day 
after his death, and was sent on 
to the Witness by Mrs Con- 
stance Brookes. 
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recruit labour from a dis- 
tant and foreign area like 
Malawi, it may well have 
to continye. But when' one 
influential mining  com- 
pany strove to recruit 10 
percent of its labour from 
the Republic and to pro- 
vide good homes for the 
men and their families, the 
Government stepped in 
]nnd the ;cheme had to be 
largely abandoned. 
With the migrant Jabour 

question is connected the 
complicated _system  of 
“influx control”. 

‘Real crime 
To abandon this wotld 

mean that tens of thou- 
sands of Africans would be 
free from the danger of 
being imprisoned for short 
periods, that the jails 
would be half empty that 
the police could concen- 
trate their attention on 
real crime, that one of the 
déepest and  most. fre- 
quently occurring causes 
of racial bittérness would 
be removed. 

And as regards m nt 
Tabour, there would 
general ~ and fnmhble 
moral improvement. There 
would no longer be thé 
same place for prostitution 
in the towns or for homo- 
sexual unions in the men’s 
hostels. Women would not 
fall into adultery in the 
reserves in fhe long ab- 
sence of their husbands. 
Children would .grow up 
under the wholesome dis- 
cipling of hoth parents. 

More villages 
Oon the nther side, more 

urban” " African vili.:o 
Wotild have to be built, but 
surely this is not an in. 
superable difficulty, Even 
financially much of the 
money could be found by 
reduction in the cost of 
police and  prisons. But 
important though the fin- 
ancial side is‘ can it out- 
weigh the health, happi- 

Fomed) it 
of people? 

  

  
 



  

  

Retain influx 
el otz 

  

  
  

control . 
CAPE TOWN 
report, 
reco! 

    
    

    
a move 

‘® Ownership rights pe   

dation for. thei oyees in Black residentia] areas; 
@ Influx control, which it 
says is essential to obviate social problems, be linked -only. with the availability of work and approved 
housing, 
® Penalties applicable to 
;renploygrs of illegal labour 

strictly applied and - 
made more effective; 
® The term “Administra- 
tion Board” he changed to | “Regional Board for Black. 
Community Development” 
to fit the ' designation 
and spirit of ‘the proposed 
Black = Community Deve- 
lopment Act. 
© Labour bureaux exercise 
strict control over the ad- 
mission of contract 
workers to provide a posi- 
tive incentive for ~em- 
ployers to use local labour. 

(Details — Page 11) 
It also says that sus- 

tained and purposeful at- 
tempts will have to be 
made to create employ- 
ment opportunities in the 
Black states if the flow of 
migrant labour to the met- 
ropolitan areas and Ithe 
concomitant social _costs 
and problems are to be ob- 
viated. 

Dr Zac de Beer (PFP 
Parktown) said the report 
was (progressive but also 
extremely cautious. 

He welcomed recommen- 
dations that: 
® The 72-hour prohibition 

_The’ Rickert Commission’s 

ay from discriminati e ey o s mliaon i 
_ Ybe le from. one 

righ “ granted to emplc who {wish_to pmvide” 0- 

Fa: 

ament  yesterday, has 

on Blacks in prescribed 
:ms done away with; 

persons with 
(1) (&) and sig 

  

   

  

    

itions be auweé 

i e 
@ Se 10 qualifications 

‘urban  to another; and 
© Curfew legislation be re- pealed. 4 . Other Opposition spokes- men said the report was 
likely to open doors to a hew deal for Blacks in the labour  and ' economic 
sphere, 

Mr Ron Miller, NRP 
- Spokesman on labour mat- 
ters, said it could mark the 
turning point back to the 
{free enterprise 
., MIndications are South 
Africa is all set to enter a new era in race relations 
and a definite conversion 
from sterile, expensive and 
Wasteful control-orientated 
legislation . to rational, 
effective, growth-orientated 

islation.” he said, 
€ report would have 

far-reaching implications 
for the Government's pre. 
sent political direction and losophy based on the 
Separation of peoples, 

s Helen  Suzman, 
Black  affairs - spokesman 
for the PFP, said the Tecommendations  would 
ease the lot of Blacks. 
Scrapping the 72-hour cur- 
few on visiting would pre. vent the arrest, of some 
17000 Blacks charged 
under these provisions last year. 

‘The  recommendations | 
would also sharply reduce the number of arrests 
under the pass laws. 

“Anything which helps 
to stop the arrest of a quarter-of-a-million people 
must be welcomed,” she 
u;ded. i 
Sanis Prost il Hoamme' Assembly, Cape Town. 

  

  
        

    

  
 



  

  

ANC 

MBABANE — Two 

former Soweto men 

convicted in Swazi- 

land this week of car- 

rying weapons of war 

claimed they crossed 

into the Kingdom 

from South Africa 

to escape pursuing 
South African secu- 

rity forces. 

Abel Xakaxa (19) and 

Jerry Seleki (23) plead- 

ed guilty before Mbaba- 

ne resident magistrate, 

Mr Paul Shilubane to 

possessing the weapons 

in the Piggs Peak area 

on April 14. 

Xakaxa, who  was 

  

found with a hand gre- 

nade and five detona- 

tors, was fined R750 (or 
750 days) and Seleki, 

found with an automa- 

tic pistol and five deto- 

nators, was fined R550 

(or 550 days). 

The court was fold the 

weapon and explosives 

were of Russian origin. 

Two other former So- 

weto men who pleaded 

men - 
Swazila 

court they were members 

of the African National 

Congress and had cross- 

ed into South Africa 

from Mozambique along 

a route they had used 

before. 

REALISED 

They realised they 

were being followed by 

South African security 

forces and were in great 

danger, they said. 

They crossed into 

Swaziland because it was 

closer at that point than 

Mozambique. 

Xakaxa was found by 

a Swazi defence force 

border patrol at 10 pm 

onvicied in 

- arms rap 
that night and the other 

three men were found 

driving on a near road 

the following @ay. Two 

were found without any 

‘weapons. 

Passing sentence the 

magistrate said he took 

into account the fact that 

the weapons were for 

use in South Africa and 

mt Swaziland but the 

fact they were just pass- 
ing through did not justi- 

fy their carrying arms. 

After the hearing, an 

ANC official told report- 

ers outside the court his 

organisation would pay 

the fines. — POST Afri- 

ca News Service. 

    

  

  

 



  

  

     


