A Festival of South African Arts - Theatre, Misic

Film Literature and Art, taking place in London
fromthe 2nd to the 15th July 1990.

HI STORI CAL CONTEXT.

Over the past decade there have been a series of
Festivals in different countries:

CULTURE AND RESI STANCE GABARONE JULY 1982

CULTURAL VO CES OF RESI STANCE AVSTERDAM DEC 1982
TOMRDS A PECPLES CULTURE ( BANNED) CAPETOM 1986
CULTURE | N ANOTHER SOUTH AFRI CA AMSTERDAM DEC 1986
ZABALAZA | STAND FI RM LONDON JULY 1990

These Festivals chart the devel opnent of a progressive
South African culture which expresses in a nost dynanic
way, what people are struggling for - a non-raci al
united, denocratic South Africa.

THE FESTI VAL.

To provide a platform for perfornmance which reflects both
the artistic excellence and the najor currents of a
dynam c , progressive South African Cul ture.

To run a programe of practical workshops and training
in each of the artforns. This programe is being devised
according to the needs articulated by cultural workers
at a grassroots level in South Africa. Joint workshops
Joint workshops with community based cul tural workers
in Britain are envisaged as a neans of exchangi ng ideas
and devel opi ng an ongoi ng rel ati onship

To create a forumfor the conference at which cul tural
workers from South Africa and their exiled counterparts
wi Il have the opportunity to exchange experiences and
share skills in an environnent conducive to free and
unhanpered cul tural expression



THE PROGRAMVE

The intention is to bring one hundred and fifty Souti
African representatives of the various artfornms to
London fromthe 2nd to the 15th July. Thereafter it
is hoped that nmuch of the work will tour to other
venues in the United Kingdom and Eur ope.

THEATRE

We plan to programre four theatre productions
reflecting the vast range of work currently being
produced in South Africa. The final programre will
be selected later this year. Prelininary ideas
include a childrens theatre piece as well as

wel | - known work and a performance/ dance piece.
MUSI C.

Again the progranme will be finalised in the next few
nonths. The aimis to display the range of styles and
talents currently flourishing in South Africa.

Cl NEMA.

A programe featuring new fil mand docunentary
together with historical material is being prepared
for exhibition in Europe prior to being shown at
the Festival.

ART.

The Art exhibition enconpasses three strands:

1) W are collaborating with the Museum of

Modern Art in Oxford on bringing a major

Exhi bition of South African contenporary

and Township Art to the UK which will be

presented both in Oxford and London

2) There is a collection of sone two hundred
screen printed workers posters dating back

over the past twenty years. This is a

uni que col |l ection which has never been

exhibited in its entirety and will be

shown at the Festival.

3) An exhibition of photography as well as

a series of documentary photographic

exhi bi ti ons around particul ar thenes.

LI TERATURE

Witers and poets will take part in a programme of
readi ngs and di scussi ons.



TRAI NI NG

The | ack of educational, training, perform ng and ot her
facilities in all black communities in South Africa is

a direct expression of apartheid. Wth Iimted resources
cultural workers, through their organisations , are
trying to redress this historical situation as a matter
of urgency. The Festival, through its training conponent,
will give this initiative further inpetus and support and
establish an infrastructure to enable this process to
conti nue beyond the Festival event.

Consultation is taking place with people inside the
country to identify training needs; the resulting
training and workshop programme will attenpt to address
the needs which are expressed. Wilst there are
[imtations to the ammount which can be achieved in
short termtraining programes, the aimis to facilitate
an ongoi ng educati onal process.

The Festival is an excellent opportunity for South
Africans to devel op adnministration skills. Plans are
underway for a trainee to cone to work and gain
practical experience on a |ongterm basis, working on
production, pronotion and narketing skills. It is also
pl anned to have a trainee curator working at the Miseum
of Modern Art in Oxford who would work on the exhibition
which is part of the Festival.

THEATRE

Practical training schenes are being planned and a wi de
variety of UK theatre workers are being approached wth
a viewto participation and teaching.

MJUSI C.

As with Theatre, discussions are ongoing with workers in
South Africa to assess their needs and also with
practitioners here who can provide practica

i npl enentati on of a rel evant programe.

Cl NEMA.

Trustee Susi Figgis is working on setting up a film
course in association with the BFlI and the London Film
School . Practitioners who have offered to teach on such
a course include Sarah Radcliffe, Ken Loach, Chris
Menges and many ot hers.



ART

Artists who attend the Festival will have the opportunity
to train in technical and creative courses. Approaches
are being made to both organisations and individuals to
provi de experti se.

LI TERATURE

Witers and poets will have the opportunity to work with
their counterparts here and al so explore the possibilities
af forded by existing short term courses.

CONCLUSI ON

The Festival is being organised in the spirit of unity
that is enbodied by the Trade Uni ons and Community

organi sations within the country who are co-operating in
the broad front agai nst apart heid.

Specific details of the programme wi |l be announced
during the next few nonths and ancilliary touring for
various nusic and theatre conmpanies will be arranged.

If you require further details about any aspect of the
Festival, please get in touch at the address bel ow
GIl Lloyd (ArtsAdm n) & Linda Bernhardt

on behal f of Zabal aza Festival Conmittee.

PO BOX 795.

LONDON N1 8LP

1) 482 3753

TEL:

( 1) 358 0802

CO

482 3841

FAX: 1)

1) 635 9545
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