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ANC likely to delay detailed policy discussion
because of anger over â\200\230compromisesâ\200\231 at Codesa
THE ANCâ\200\231s negotiating team - which includes some of its most senior leaders
â\200\224 has to â\200\230face the musicâ\200\231 this weekend from an increasingly angry
 membership,
disappointed at the compromises made during last weekâ\200\231s sittings of Codesa.
. The â\200\230showdownâ\200\231 will come at a national policy workshop to be held in J 
ohannesburg.
Planned several months ago ,(as reported in SA Report on May 22) to discuss the
movementâ\200\231s policy on issues such as the economy, health, education and housing, t
he
meeting is likely to be turned into a frank discussion of the ANC-led allianceâ\200\231s
negotiations strategy.
Angry ANC regions - in particular the Western Cape, Border and the PWV â\200\224 are
insisting-that- thenegotiatiims process must take’preference overâ\200\230discussion of p
olicy
issues. They say there is â\200\230little pointâ\200\231 in discussing policy if the AN C
 is going to be denied
the opportunity to implement that policy because of the delays at Codesa.
Two main issues of concern have been
Cumnt Affairs raised:
ANC and SACP phone v 0 The decision by the ANC negotiating
$$â\200\230ggmgï¬\201gam team toback down on their demand for a
Infp-lypescandals 66% maiority in the constituent assem-
Winnie Mandela lpscs 1351 4 . , blyi on constitution issues; and
322:3:tgï¬\201lâ\200\231fï¬\202fuï¬\201fâ\200\230eâ\200\234 â\200\230 o The decision to b
 k down on demands
SA mmyâ\200\224wixhomSADF... ..... ................. 4; for joint administration by an in
terim
IP1may_meelinSA , government in the run-up to elections
ï¬\201ï¬\201lÃ©ï¬\202mt’lfï¬\202â\200\231z A for a constituent assembly.
- . _ ˜ Added to this is concern at the Na-
l-abour . ’ â\200\230 tional Partyâ\200\231s attempts to introduceâ\200\230sun-
wï¬\201oiï¬\201imâ\200\231; ’ set clausesâ\200\231 into discussion on the struc-
General strike looms - ture of a future government - in effect,
. because of sunedgzggmgï¬\201mrnwwwwwâ\200\230d u. ..-clnuseswhichwillgive the outgoingp
arty
3.9.â\200\235 â\200\230a disproportionate presence in a post-
Tuming a war zone into ’ apartheid government.
˜ 50’?â\200\234th â\200\234’0’â\200\234! â\200\234Vina , V ’ ’ Although the ANC negotiato
rs have
lulu... ., -, : - . . 1. , â\200\230 announced that they have withdrawn
. Privatisation [centers â\200\230 ;.- ; .- . > . .atheir’ compromise positions, this is 
un-
â\200\231 IVile localllzexiï¬\201zik "1â\200\234â\200\235;va .................. _. ""Y"â
\200\231:". ......... .’"" 9, ˜ .. lï¬\202Sely to sati’sfyfANC regions which feel
mezz’ï¬\201nabjÃ©m . ->â\200\230 these positions should not have been
Flalodwcllers muck in . . , _ - ., adopted in the ï¬\201rst place.
_ toâ\200\231swp innercilyâ\200\230slumsr ..7...3-fÂ¢,7..:?.r...,..,..;...,.â\200\231.:.,
.?........ 12’ {â\200\23053:qu ï¬\201ne to say they have withdrawn
those positions - but what if the govern-
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ment danceptedthem?Wewouldhave
M been; (13 with eoipï¬\201ro ï¬\201romise positions,â\200\235
; said " â\200\230 â\200\235 fgÃ©ï¬\201the ANCâ\200\231s PWV delegat-
ï¬\202ow d Dome! warhshop
’,- Members of the ANC alliance,â\200\230 1n par-
tam members ofCosatu and the SACP,
say their problem is not just with the
detail of the compromises, but the fact
that they were made at all, without there
being sufficient discussion within the
alliance structures.
â\200\230People within Cosatu have long had
a problem with the process at Codesa,â\200\231
said a trade unionist due to attend the
policy workshop. â\200\230What happened last
weekend only conï¬\201rms fears that the
1 negotiating ’team is operating without
â\200\230 an understanding of what their mem-
bers want.â\200\231
The delays at Codesa will also
strengthen the hand of those within the
SACP and Cosatu calling for a general
strike m J uly (see article on page 6 of this
issue)
Cosatu argued earlier this year that if
an interim government was not 1n place
by J une, along with plans for elections to
a constituent assembly by the end of the
year, it would mobilise a general strike
during J uly to force the government to
handvover-power. Â« v
Cosatu argued the Codesa working
groups should be disbanded after Codesa
2 and negotiations on the Codesa execu-
tive should concentrate only on transfer-
ring power to an interim government.
Cosatu applied at the beginning of
the year to participate in Codesa but has
not yet received a response.
Tough talking
Another factor contributing to the angry
mood among members of the ANC alli-
ance is the failure of the National Peace
Accord - signed with much fanfare last
year â\200\224 to put an end to the attacks on
township residents.
w- ., The PWVregiop of the ANC has called : -
" on its national leadership to pull out of
the Peace Accord, and a war of words
ensued this week between ANC presi-
dent Nelson Mandela and law and order
minister Hernus Kriel over reasons why
the accord was failing.
_An urgent meeting of the National
˜. V . was being prepared for printincâ\200\231E and no
details were available ofhow -â\200\230
, were going. " 75E
Peace Committee was in progressssthis _ â\200\230
edition of SOUTHERNAFRICAREPORT .
The meeting was called a month ear- 3’1
lier than planned, because of concern at
the fact that violence continues, un-
abated, in many townships.
AN C participants 1n peace structures
have warned of growing anger among
the movementâ\200\231s membership at theeom-
mitteeâ\200\231 s apparent inability to stop the
carnage. _
They are also. insisting on joint or
neutral control of the security forces as



part of an interim arrangement. â\200\230
- Proof of the need for urgent action has
come from the Human Rights Commis-
sion, which this week released figures
showing that there have been 119 politi-
cal murders since the unbanning of the
liberation movements 1n 1990- 35 ofthem
this year. More than 100 of the victims
are identifiable as anti-apartheid activ-
ists or their families, according to the
HRC.
ANC and SACPâ\200\231s phone
lines tapped af Codesa
â\200\230LETâ\200\231S COMMUNICATEâ\200\231 is the advertising
jingle used by Telkom, the former post ofï¬\201ce
department handlingSouth Africaâ\200\231 stelephone
and telecommunication services. The slogan
was emblazoned on TV screens around the
country during the ï¬\201rst dayâ\200\231s sitting of Codesa,
with Telkom sponsoring the liveTV broadcast
of proceedings and receiving a hearty pack on_
the back from TV presenters.
Now, it seems, there may be more to the
Telkom slogan than meets the eye- the ANC
and the SACP have both found that their
telephone and fax lines at Codesa were tapped
before the proceedings began. â\200\230
And the telecommunications com
been implicated’ 111 the prÃ©cess’. " ’ ,r - ,
According to private investigators;- tailed
in when the AN C suspected interference on its
linesâ\200\224 only Telkom staff would have had the
necessary access to tap the lines, particularly
the fax line which was interfered with at the
local telephone exchange. â\200\230 Ã©.
A crucial element 1n the buâ\200\231ggingprocess’ is



access to the circuit diagrams for the Codesa
venue, the WorldTrade Centre. Only a Telkom
engineer would have had access to the dia-
â\200\230grams, which show which underground cable
to tap into, according to investigators.
The police, the defence ministry and the
ministry of posts and telecommunications have
pointed out that individual post office techni-
cians and Telkom engineers have been known
to bug lines for state agencies in the past to
supplement their incomes.
The matter received urgent attention at
the first sitting of Codesaâ\200\230s management com-
mittee, which met on May 28 to try and over-
come the impasse which developed at last
weekâ\200\230s talks.
More state corruption
in â\200\230lnfoâ\200\231ktype scandals
ANOTHER TWO FINANCIAL scandals en-
gulfed the South African government this
week, hard on the heels of revelations of cor-
ruption: in thecivi-l service- .
The ï¬\201rst scandal involves R1,6-million in
taxpayersâ\200\231 money, paid to an unnamed West
African businessman â\200\224 believed to be a Nige-
rian â\200\224 in a move similar to the infamous Info
Scandal of the late 70s.
Officials of Pik Bothaâ\200\231s Foreign Affairs
Department were approached by the busi-
nessman in 1986 with a proposal to set up a
network of pro-Pretoria magazines for distri-
bution in West Africa. Based in London, the
, network would be half-owned by the business-
l man and half-owned by a foreign affairs front
i company. The government paid the R1,6-m to
, ˜ the businessman in 1986. To date, no maga-
i zines have been published, and thebusinessâ\200\224
’ ’ â\200\231 man refuses to give back the money â\200\224 even
5 though he hasâ\200\230apparently been confronted by
ï¬\201gs: 3,13%; foreign affairs ofï¬\201cials. - â\200\230
Foreign affairs director-general Neil van
Heerden has been left looking particularly
embarrassed by the incident, with questions
being asked about the way his ofï¬\201cials con-
duct their affairs. His explanation of the chain
of events is as follows: â\200\230Our money went into a
joint account. His money did not go in. He, in
violation of our agreement, took the money
out. The whole thing collapsed.â\200\231
â\200\231 â\200\230 To make things worse for Pretoria, its
, "ngfzï¬\201cialsare .mÃ©blÃ© to pursue their attempts
all denied involvement, but investigators have
MAY291992 91mm Bï¬\202ï¬\202ltï¬\201ï¬\201â\200\231ï¬\202 a.
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to recover their money as they are keen to
establish diplomatic ties with the business-
manâ\200\231s home country â\200\224 and he is a senior
politician in that country.
The R1,6-m in question came from the
Foreign Affairs Secret Service Account, which
has also been used to fund Inkatha rallies and
to fund the activities of anti-Swapo parties
during the Namibian elections.
The second ï¬\201nancial scandal to break this
week also involved attempts to â\200\230sellâ\200\231 Pretoriaâ\200\231s
image in Africa. ,
Former SABC journalist Kolie van Coller
has been accused of receiving state funds to
set up Television Media Services (TMS) and
Africa Television Network (ATN), a TV sta-
tion broadcasting throughout Africa.



TMS received two mysterious payments of
R700 000 and R264 000 between June 1990
and April 199 1. The payments stopped around
July last year â\200\224 the time the Inkathagate
scandal broke â\200\224raising suspicion that Van
Coller was a victim of the stateâ\200\231s,announce-
ment that it was scaling down secret proj ects.
Van Collerâ\200\231s partner left TMS late in 1990
because he believed˜the companvaas being
funded by secret payments from Military In- â\200\230
telligence or another state department, ac-
cording to reports in the weekend press.
Van Coller, a former National Party par-
liamentary candidate, has denied that he re-
ceived secret funds from the state. He insists
that the funds for his project- which included
his own salary of R18 000 a month â\200\224 came
from â\200\230sympathetic businessmen and family
membersâ\200\231. TMS has since been closed down, ,
and the remnants of ATN â\200\224 installations in
Madagascar â\200\224 have been sold to foreign TV
networks.
0 Foreign aï¬\201â\200\231airs officials are not the ï¬\201rst
South Africans to burn their ï¬\201ngers in money-
making forays into Africa. Several business-
men have been lured to Nigeria: with the 1:;92’3.â\200\231 ,
promise of lucrative getâ\200\224rich-Eluick schemes -
only to loseâ\200\230 thousands of rands. One
businessmanâ\200\231s greed resulted in him losing
R20 000 in a government contract scam in-
volving promises of up to $26,5-million. The
businessman claimed he had toï¬\202ee N igeria to
escape those behind the scam. Another South ˜
African was arrested in Botswana after alleg-
edly trying to cash a’phoney cheque for $20-
million. The man claims he was given the
cheque by a group ofNigerianswho employed
himasacon’sultant. .; ˜.;. %-,.:s- i w
3
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Winnie Mandela loses last
toehold after protests
WINNIE MANDELA, the estranged wife of
AN C president N elson Mandela, is battling to
salvage her political career after losing her
most important power base in the ANC.
Mandela was ousted as chairperson of the
J ohanne sburg-centred PWV region of the AN C
Womenâ\200\231s League when the regionâ\200\231s executive
was suspended after a meeting of representa-
tives from its 33 bran ches. Mandelaâ\200\231s hopes of
reversing the decision by political action were
quashed when the Womenâ\200\231s League national
executive endorsed it.
Her sole chance of recapturing her power
base appear to depend on whether her law-
yers can prove that the suspension contra-
vened the Leagueâ\200\231s constitution.
Mandelaâ\200\231s loss of her position as chairper-
son of the Leagueâ\200\231s PWV region â\200\224 a position to
which she was recently re-elected unanimously
- is the second major setback she has suffered
in the past six weeks. On April 15 she resigned
as head of the ANCâ\200\231s department of social
welfare after a series of newspaper reports
linking her, on the basis of legally untested
information, to the deaths more’tbanthree
years ago of a Soweto doctor (Abu-baker Asvat)
and a teenage activist (Stompie Sepei).
At the time Mandela stressed that she was
surrendering her â\200\230appointed positionâ\200\231 as head
of the department of social welfare. By impli-
cation she was signalling her intention to
retain her elected positions - as chairperson
of the Womenâ\200\231s Leage PWV region and as a
member of the ANC national executive â\200\224 as
bastions from which to realise her future aspi-
rations.
Mandela threw herself zealously into the
struggle, ch ampioning the causes of the poor
and the young and appearing on political
platforms with AN C militants like Harry
Gwala, the organisationâ\200\231 5 Natal Midlands
ch airperson, and Peter Mokaba, president of
the ANC Youth League.
But then,just as political observers started
to plot the contours of Mandelaâ\200\231s â\200\230come backâ\200\231,-
came the coup against her in her own back-˜
yard. It was a sequel to’aâ\200\230planned march on
AN C headquarters by Mandelaâ\200\231s supporters.
The march was postponed at the last minute â\200\230
when two ANC leaders, Tokyo Sexwale and
Steve Tshwete, persuaded the ’marchers to
abandon their plans. The women did, how-
4
ever, present a memomndum to ANC secre-
tary-geneâ\200\230ral; Cyril Ramaphosa. * ,
The memorandum demanded the rein-
statement of Mandela and her deputy, Dali
Mpofu, who had been dismissed a few weeks
after Mandelaâ\200\231s resignation, and bitterly
criticised a â\200\230faceless cabal of power-hungry
menâ\200\231 in the ANC. The memorandum was re-
leased to the media;
Mandela was suspected of having orches-
trated the demonstration and thus of
embarassing the ANC, despite attempts by
her supporters to present it as â\200\230spontaneousâ\200\231.
The counter-stroke came at the inter-branch



meeting of the PWV region of the Womenâ\200\231s
League less than three days later.
The whole affair was compounded by mis-
leading reports that the AN C was investigat-
ing the loss of R400 000, allegedly caused by
the unauthorised issue of cheques by the de-
partment of social welfare during Mandelaâ\200\231s
tenure _as its head. The reports were vigor-
ously denied by Mandela and repudiated by
the ANCâ\200\231s department of information and
publicity.
AN C information secretary Pallo Jordan
told SOUTHERN AFRICAREPORTthat some
ANC cheques had:been- stopped: by the bank
after they had been detected as fraudulent.
. â\200\230No money left the ANC treasury,â\200\231 he said.
The cheques did not amount to R400 000
as stated in newspaper reports. Insinuations
that Mandela and Mpofu had gone on an
extravagant ’spending spreeâ\200\230during a trip to
the United States were false, Jordan said â\200\224
the trip had been paid for by their American
hosts.
In a statement the AN C expressed concern
at the â\200\230excessive zealâ\200\231 of unnamed journalists
to â\200\230fmd fault with Comrade Nomzamo (W mme)
Mandelaâ\200\231. It charged that their zest had led
them to â\200\230print innacuracies that injure the
reputation of both Comrade Mandela and the
ANCâ\200\231. â\200\224 Special Correspondent
Generals debate fUture .
SA army â\200\224 without SADF
SOME of the countryâ\200\231s most senior military _
strategists gathered this week to discuss the
role of a ï¬\201iture South African army â\200\224 but they
had to do so without the â\200\230oï¬\202icialâ\200\231 army, the SA
Defence Force.
SADF ofï¬\201cials were prevented from at-
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tending the discussions, according to the De-
fence Ministry, â\200\230because they are talking about
these issues at Codesaâ\200\231 â\200\224but this did not
prevent the SADF getting a blast from
Umkhonto we Sizweâ\200\231s Joe Modise. Modise
accused Defence Minister Roelf Meyer of us-
ingthe defence force â\200\230as an instrument, rath er
than allowing it to participate and think for
itself about its own futureâ\200\231.
The conference itselfcriticised the SADFâ\200\231s
absence, saying: â\200\230We urge all those who de-
clined to participate to think of our nationâ\200\231s
needs above particular desires and interests.â\200\231
Without the SADF, the conference del-
egates reached consensus on the need for a
new defence force which would integrate the
existing armies â\200\224 MK, SADF, APLA and the
bantustan armies.
It saw this as part of the negotiations
process, during which the existing armies
would all be disbanded and their members
would unite to form an army which reï¬\202ects
the national composition of South Africaâ\200\231s
people.
The conference was attended by represen-
tatives from MK, the Venda- and Transkei
defence forces *’â\200\224 including Transkei military
leader Bantu Holomisa â\200\224 retired senior SADF
officers and several military researchers.
0 On the eve of the Five Freedoms Forum
conference, Meyer called a press conference to
announce that the SADF had in fact already
begun direct discussions with the AN C on the
nature of a future army. But ANC ofï¬\201cials
pointed out later that these discussions had
taken place at a â\200\230politicalâ\200\231 level, as part of
discussions at Codesa. MK commanders and
SADF ofï¬\201cers had never met to discuss the
nature of future defence structures.
IPI may meet in SA
THE WORLDâ\200\231S PRESS, represented by about
400 editors and newspaper publishers 1n up to
70 countries, will spend several days observ-
ing the transitional constitutional processes
and the’conduct of the media in April or May
next year if the annual assembly of the Inter-
national Press Institute is held in Johannesâ\200\224
burg and Cape Town next year.
South Africa’ 15 favoured as the venue for
the conference as a country of prime interna-
tion al interest to journalists. It will hâ\200\230be the
ï¬\201rst time the IPI has held a conference in
South Africa. â\200\230 , , ’ â\200\230
lnkatha image dented by
evidence of involvement
THE IMAGE OF Chief Gatsha Butheleziâ\200\231s
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) has taken a
severe battering in the last few weeks as more
and more evidence emerges linking itto town-
ship and train violence.
Inkatha Youth Brigade leader Themba
Khoza has been named during investigations
as having ordered attacks on ANC followers
and township residents. Khoza - who is soon
to appear in court on charges of reckless and
negligent drivingas well as defeatingthe ends
of justice â\200\224 has been implicated in several acts
of violence.â\200\230
And the Goldstone Commission, which is



looking into the violence’in many Witwaters-
rand townships, heard that Inkatha leaders
(including Transvaal chairman Musa Myeni)
have encouragedhostel dwellers to ï¬\201ght town-
ship people, especially ANC followers. The
’ main reason, it was said, was the death of IF?
members in Tokoza township in the East
Rand after a rally earlier this year.
The commission was told by a’witneâ\200\231ss â\200\224.
identified only as-Oâ\200\231Iâ\200\224 bbwthe leaders warned
their supporters not to give any information to
the police if they were arrested, even if they
were tortured. They were assured that legal
assistance will be provided in that situation.
The witness, who claimed to be a police â\200\231
informer, told the commission how Inkatha
leaders had mobilised hostel people during a
meeting to attack trains. He also said that a
certain Mr Ntombela asked â\200\230brave peopleâ\200\231 and
those who could use spears and pangas well to
volunteer for attacks on township residents.
The witnessâ\200\224 who gave information to the
police on people carrying illegal weapons for a
reward â\200\224 testiï¬\201ed that a Mr Mbatha, a senior
induna, told various meeting that weapons
had been bought and that there was going to
be a lot of ï¬\201Ã©htinEHe also said that the police
had promised not to search hostels for danger-
ous weapons. â\200\230 â\200\230-
The informant gave names of people who
were allegedly involved in a train attack at
Kliptown Station in Soweto where commuters
Were killed and others injured; The attackers
’oftenchanged their clothes and â\200\230mixed with
people toâ\200\235 avoid identification; he said.
.. Recently, eight members’and supp
of the IFP appeared’ 1n a VÃ©reemgm g co
connection with the deaths of ’38 people alt-
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tending an ANC night vigil in Sebokeng. in
J anuary. They are facing charges of murder,
attempted murder and unlawful possession of
ï¬\201rearms and ammunition.
Â° Startling facts have come to light of the
KWaZulu police forceâ\200\231s appalling record in
solving cases. Their records shOw that of the
3902 cases reported to them in the last six
months, only 146 have been suocesfully solved.
Reasons given for this include the fact that
the policeâ\200\231s 40 detectives are forced to share
six (unroadworthy) vehicles, and have to in-
vestigate around 500.cases a month in an area
with a population of 1,5-million. Many policeâ\200\224 ,
men are forced to use their own transport to
investigate cases. The poor working condi-
tions faced by uâ\200\230nits controlled by black ofï¬\201c-
ers contrast sharply with privileges enjoyed
by white ofï¬\201cials seconded from the SAP to
the KZP. Three white ofï¬\201cers have all been
allocated cars while seven black policemen
’have to share one minibus.
Though the Kwazulu government admits
arming its officials, chiefs and Inkatha ofï¬\201-
cials for protection, many of their policemen
have to investigate . cases in the township
unarmed because of lack of weapons.’ ’
Many letters have been written to the
district commander highligting the plight of
local policemen but none of them have been
answered.
Teachers strike over
recognition of Union
THE CRISIS IN TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS is
’ deepening because of the Department of
Educationâ\200\231s refusal to recognise the SA Demo-
cratic Teachers Union (SADTU).
SADTU has been campaigning for recog-
nition for two years, to no avail. What made
matters worse for SADTU, was the DETâ\200\231s
recognition of the Conservative National Teach-
ers Association of _SA (N atasa) two weeks ago.
National Education Co-ordinating Com-
mittee (NECC) spokesman Barry Pule said
SADTU members Were angered by this, and
felt â\200\230in secureâ\200\231 about their unionâ\200\230s status.
, .A two-day strike was organised last week
.in protest against the teachersâ\200\231 conditions of
employment,including alleged harassment of
union members, and teachers were joined by
studâ\200\230gnts fromthe Congress of SA Students
(Cosas) protestingvagainst matriculation fees
6
demanded by DET.
Cosas demanded that principals accept a
R54 matric exam fee instead of the DET’s R66
for school-leaving certiï¬\201cates and R71 for
matric exemption.
Said Pule: â\200\230Developments indicate that
some students have already paid the exam
fees demanded by the DET and others have
not. We are concemedr that this will create
tension among the students themselves.
â\200\230But it was in the interest of the students
to join their teachers because if the teachers
conditions of employment are bad the stu-
dents receive poor education.
â\200\230An aggrieved employee canâ\200\231t perform his
duties properly. The NECC promotes â\200\230a cul-



ture of learning and weâ\200\231ve embarked on aback
to school campaign. But the teachers canâ\200\231t go
to the classroom only to hang around there.
â\200\230We want to create conducive conditions of
learning but the DET is not working in good
faith with the education fraternity as a whole.â\200\231
The student protests have been soured by
allegations that they are involved in violent
acts in some parts of Soweto â\200\224 behaviour
which has been condemned by both the NECC:
and Cosas.
â\200\230 â\200\230Students are going to lose their lives. We
are calling on them not to take part in the
violence,â\200\231 said Cosas national organiser Frank
Namohapi.
’ Another area of concern in township educa-
tion is a recent DET policy statement that the
medium of instruction from standard eightbe
made optional â\200\224 English or a vernacular.
â\200\230We are concerned about the rural areas
where thereâ\200\231s no infrastructure for English.
The urban situation is better but you still ï¬\201nd
matriculants who canâ\200\231t write a good composi-
tion in English,â\200\231 the NECC said.
General strike looms .
because of stalled Codesa
THE FAILURE of Codesa 2 to deliver agree-
ment on mechanisms for˜ transition has
strengthened the hands of forces who argue -
that negotiations are only aâ\200\230terrain of struggleâ\200\231
- and that other forms ’of struggle should not
be subordinated to the negotiations process.
Chief amongst these is the 1,5â\200\224million
strong Cosatu.
In the run-up to Codesa 2, Cosatu argued ’
that if an interim government was not in place â\200\230
lg;
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by June, along with plans for elections to a
con stituent assembly by the end of the year, it
would mobilise a general strike during J uly to
force the government to hand over power.
It took this position to meetings of the
CongressAlliance-theANC,SACP and Cosatu
- shortly before Codesa 2. Cosatu argued that
Codesa working groups should be disbanded
after Codesa 2 and negotiations on the Codesa
executive should concentrate only on trans-
ferring power to an interim government.
Although the AN C and SACP leadership
â\200\230 succeeded in pre-Codesa meetings in toning
down Cosatuâ\200\231s position, the federationâ\200\231s lan-
guage of mass action has been publicly echoed
since Codesa 2 by the ANCâ\200\231s Nelson Mandela
and the SACPâ\200\231s Chris Hani.
Cosatu applied at the beginning of the
year to participate in Codesa but has not yet
received a response. While a strong minority
in the federation (including the NUM) op-
posed participation, the majority argued that
organised workers needed to make their own
voice heard at Codesa.
The question of Codesa participation is
now: academic: as so- much water has passed
under the Codesa bridge. But Cosatuâ\200\231s appli-
cation still stands mainly to act as a counter to
the demand of Inkatha that the Zulu king be
represented.
In the meantime 10 Cosatu executive com-
mittee members have been participating in
Codesa negotiations recently as part of the
ANC, SACP and TIC/NIC delegations.
This weekend Cosatu and the National
Council of Trade Unions (Nactu) are conven-
ing a Workers Summit to which all indepen-
dent unions have been invited. Cosatu will try
to persuade the summit - which will represent
â\200\230 about 2,5-million workers - to back its call for
a general strike in July.
Besides the call for an interim govern-
- , .ment;_the_ general strike is aimed at;
0 forcing the gOvernment to bring farm, do-
mestic and public sector workers under the
Labour Relations Act;
0 stopping what Cosatu calls â\200\230unilateral eco-
nomic restructuringâ\200\231 and privatisation;
’ putting a stop to retrenchments and creat-
ing jobs. through public works programmes
and ’. . â\200\230 w
’ getting the government to negotiate the
implementation of VAT - and in particular to
zero-râ\200\230ate certain food and medical items.
Last year Cosatu led 4a two day general
Labour
MA,
strike around VAT, as well as forming a broad-
based VAT Co-ordinating Committee to
galvanise support for its anti-VAT campaign.
Another aspect of the Worker Summit will
be an attempt to merge three major docu-
ments on Worker Rights - Cosatuâ\200\231s Workers’
Charter, Nactuâ\200\231s Worker Manifesto and the
Social Charter of Fundamental Rights of
Southern African Workers - into one state-
ment of worker rights. ,
If successful, the unions will then push to
have elements of it included in a future consti-
tution and Bill of Rights. For example, Cosatu



wants things like the right to strike, union
independence from government and the right
to work entrenched in a new constitution.
The Worker Summit will also try to get
agreement on a single investment code for SA.
Already Cosatu and Nactu have their own
investment codes and the summit will try and
marry these into one union supported code.
But the main aim of the summit is to
create greater organisational unity in the
union movement. This year Nactu and Cosatu
unity has been greater then ever before.
The, two federationsâ\200\230have heldâ\200\230joint execu-
tive committee meetings and jointly organised
May Day rallies for the ï¬\201rst time. -
In addition, negotiations with employers
and government around the national economic
forum, the restructuring of the National Man-
power Committee and the National Peace
Accord have been carried out together.
Nactu is in the process of restructuring its
organisation to facilitate greater unity with
Cosatu. Nactu afï¬\201liates have until October to
merge into national industrial unions that
match Cosatuâ\200\231s industrial sectors. The ï¬\201rst
merger - in the public sector- took place last
weekend.
Cosatu and Nactuhave set up a joint unity
committee to facilitate talks between their
afï¬\201liates in the same industrial sector. These
are proceeding well in the metal and public n a a -
sectors but there are problems in the chemi-
cal, food, transport and construction sectors.
If Cosatu succeeds in getting the Worker
Summit to support its programmes the unions
look set to become central actors in the post
Codesa 2 political process for the ï¬\201rst time
since February 1990. a
In any event, Cosatu will almost certainly
carry out its general strike threat in J uly for
anything’up to ï¬\201ve days. And its allies- the
ANC and SACP - are bound to support it.


