g

APIM8G_ 31y

2 RAND DAILY MAIL, Wednesday, March 14, 1984

No injuries on’

detainee’s face,

By JOHN MOJAPELO
~ " Pretoria Bureau
TWO magistrates and 2 a
g(;lice station commander

1d the Pretoria Supreme
Court yesterday they had
not seen any injuries om
the face of the former stu-
dent leader Mr Auret van
'Heerden a few days after
“he had been allegedly tor-

tured.
" Mr O Ade Meyer, the for-
jer Chief Magistrate of Ben-
,Mr P C vanDer Merwe, a
ohannesburg magistrate,
and Major D P'Combrink, the

gnnu station » co! :
Benoni e‘Kolice station, were

ving dence before Mr

ustice C F Eloff.

Mr Van Heerden, 29, of Jo-
e vational Urkon of
dent of the National U of
South African Students, al-
leged he had been maltreated
and tortured while held by
the Security Police at the
Pretoria Central Prison, the
Sandton police station, John

_Vorster Square and the Ben-
oni police station from Sep-
'unm'l 24, 1981 to July 9,

982.
Mr Van Heerden is suing 10
security policemen for
Rllmo in their private ca-

where he was being held un-
der the Terrorism Act.

Heerden had a black eye, a
mark on the bridge of his
nose or a swelling on his right

‘Mr Van Heerden had earli-

alleged he had sustained
% injuries on the night of
: 18 after he had
_been assaulted by the police-
-vien in at the

their
Benoni police station.

court is

A
MAJORD P COMBRINK
‘) saw no injuries’

Mr De Meyer said he had
been told on November 24
and 26 that Mr Van Heerden
was not available as he had
been taken out by the Secur-
ity Police for investigation.

He was also aware of a
report by the

ees, AlJ ton, that
Mr Van Heerden was not
available at the police sta-
tion on November 24. ‘

Mr De Meyer said he did
not know Mr Van Heerden
was at the police station on
the days when he was told he
had been taken out.

Mr De Meyer said he did
not see any reason why at-
tempts should have been
made to hide Mr Van Heer-
den from him. -

The Johannesburg magis-
trate, Mr Van der Merwe,
said he had visited Mr Van
Heerden while he was de-
tained at John Vorster

uare.

Mr Van der Merwe said on
two occasions he had been
told Mr Van heerden was not
available because he had
been taken out for investiga-

tion.

He had acce| the expla-
nation without making any
further inguiries.

He said he had not seen any

told

r of De- .

+-

MR O A DE MEY

ER
‘No attempt to hide detaines

facia! injuries on Mr Van
Heerden when he had seen
him on December 4.

Mr Van Heerden had not
complained to him or made
m&m ve

he was told on De-
cember 17 Mr Van Heerden
was not available because he
was out on “investigation” he
did not think there had been

an attempt to hide him from
him, said Mr Van der Merwe.

ble facial injuries.

Mr Van Heerden had not
compiained to him.

Mr Van Heerden is bring-
ing the action against Lieu-
tenant-Colonel ur Ben-
Cronwright, Ma

Abrie, Maj J
Visser, Maj P P Olivier, War-
R Pallp. Prince:

awrence nce,
Captain P Botes, Lenmnm
Hendrik Pitout, and Lieut Jo-
han van Aswegen. Lt Van As- |
wegen is no longer a police-
man.

The hearing continges to-
day.

oni




THE struggle for
botﬁe'mm’ﬁeewkandof-
'fereqlontzndetmayliem—with
: adﬁddentgroupofbhckbudm
stores through the controversial
51-49 percent black-white part-
nership con

Theontletsarenowthesceneofa

major battle for control with two rival

LHA- ; : y ! g o
T wemy |

EO

black business groups, one a break-

———

away of the other, fighting for control
of them. R : 5
Ms Gilbert Motlhaping, who leads
the five businessmen who have broken
fromMrGibsonThuIa'SSandHSyn-
dicate, confirmed yesterday that his
group h finally provided funds for
the acquisition of the outlets.
ut Mr Thula yester-
day discounted the
claims by Mr Motlhap-
ing and said there was
no way his mew rival

could have bought the
outlets without - his con-

was previc! :
She now enjoys 49 per-
cent shares in the ven-
ture, ‘virtue of

is becomes the major
shareholder of the

hol& — Mr ‘Motlhap-

malo, Mr Steve Namane
and Mr Christopher
«Nditha” Sibeko —
share 51 percent of the
while Mrs Lou-

business.

The original syndicate
led by Mr Thula had re-
fused any white partic-
ipation through this
partnership contract,
but had direct
loans from financial in-
stitutions. Several ap-
proaches apparently fell
and the syndi-

 cate was in a crisis situa-

tion.

~ This could have given
Mrs Lourens, waiting on
the sidelines, the oppor-
‘tunity and when ap-

prdachedimmediately _
offered the loan -— but |
in ‘

in terms _of - the 51-49
percent partnership con-
tract. . .

ing, Mr Absalom Khu- |

T

group- .
The four black share-
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