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28 April 1992

Attention: Tony Seedat (ANC Projects Dept. London)

Re: request for information on Study G oups

Firstly, an apology for the delay in responding to your telephon-

iu chucaL. | LhuughL it nnyuyLidLu, after our conversation, to .

rai se the issue in a Learning Nation staff meeting for discus-

sion. Further delay arose as a result of my not taking down your

fax nunmber correctly.

After putting forward your request to our_staff neeting for

di scussion we arrived at the follow ng concl usions, presented

here in summary form

1. W were excited by the fact that Learning Nation was being

read "so far away from honme". Further the prOSpeCt of support for

the study groups in some form is in general, a positive one.

2. Wa reaffirmed our view that Learning Hatien did th "own" the

study groups - the groups are independent initiatives supported

by Learning Nation and ot her educational $orvico organisations.

The form of support ha: been in making edutitional an information

avail abl e to the groups.

We needed to be clonr I! to exactly in what formyou envi saged

your project giving support to the groups.

3. Another area of concern for us was devel oping a working rel av

tionshi p between your project and us in an accountable way. For
exanpl e, we have a good working relationship with the ANC DPE

here in JHB, in that the DDE is also in tho prooooo of netting up
study circles. W have an agreenment to share ideas and educati on-

al resources where possible.

We are not sure as to whether you have contact with the DPS and

are familiar with its devel opnments re. study circles?

4. we felt that if the nature of your support relates to "fund-

rai sing" Then this nnnld take other nore appropriate fnrms such

as funding for Learning Nation as a project of SACHED, which

Imam Il 1l nlnllrnn: 00 001, o 1 ILu_. _JL--...... "WV LT
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woul d then inmpact on the support of study groups. In this regard,
we have already inforned out financial director of your proposa
and that we would put forward this suggestion to you for consid-
eration. Should this be a viable suggestion, then our financia
director would liaise with you.

we woul d appreciate you response to this suggestion

Finally, we want to thank you for the interest you and.your

proj ect have shown in Learning nation and the work its does. W
will continue to count on your support.

To try and assist you in getting a better understandi ng of our
AlM5 as a project, | haVe appended:

1. a statenent of our principles and objectives

2. results of our 1991 survey

| hope that this information will be of sone use to you.

We hope to get a response fromyou in the near future.

Yours sincerely

f Kin w JZ

ii’ ESijqgf agngi ah

Qutreach: Learning Nation

cc ANC DPE
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Learning Nation is the BduuaLi undl suppl enenL produced by SACHED
for New Nation. As an organisation, SACHED is comritted to:
9:
t
J.
it
within
i nfl uenci ng nati onal education policy
creating a vibrant adult education sector
ullwinm.LLmi’H Lu nml ImMIJInLIuU W IJl hr'y Inn 1mm
organi sati ons of the working class
wor ki ng t hrpugh educators of these organi sations as agents
of transformation
devel opi ng appropriate matcrialc for and with these cduco
tors
formul ati ng and appl yi ng nppropariate nttLvaLOQ ud uf
eduCation for enpowernent
co-ordinating with other efforts in the TPJCVdnt education
eector to achi eve a maxi mum i npact
denocratic educatian in a unitary, nan-rohim and dumu
cratic South Africa.
a nass outreach for its programes and pUbli dei UHh
EAR | EQ Hbtigal e Q QEQ LME&L
the context of SACHED S principles, Learning Nation hopes
to contribute in various areas in the adueutiannl terrain.
Bui l ding a | cuguiuti wuul Lure
The political devel opments over the |last two yunrs have openedt
the way for a new exam nation bf the fol ecgf eur’ edeeaedueui wr unauaj
organi sations in the process of transformation 1nd the devel op- e
ment of alternative approaches. 1n our statement pr principles, we
haVQ emphasi sed our comm tnent to denocratic education. in prac-
tice this means that we wdrk with the constituencies of the
warni ng nlnaa. A mana nirrnlnfinn nannr DTnWdni rhe mmni nm rnr
reaching this constituency and contributing towards building a
| earning culture
__--q.oh'. . .. e e e
POOCH O "MS$ACNED TWM DUMDIO . Dmul mm md | nnrnlng anurnmm
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In order to pronote the devel opnent of a learning culture and the
interests of the working class, we have to start with materia
that is relevant to the class itself. This is being devel oped
t hrough consultating and working nore closely with the educati on-
al ugenLti Of Lhese ummtituenci es.
Devel opment of G oups
In the March 26 1991 edition of Learning Nation we published an
dLLi U B on how to form groups, the need for them and how Lear ni ng
Nation could assist in this prOCBSS. In that articiu we encl osed
a questionnaire which asked gruups already in exLuLunec and those
still in the process of formation to contact Learning Nation
We received 60 responses fromall over the country. Sonme were
groups of workers, others groups of workers ani students, just
students and even teacher-student groups. At the mment we have
250 functioning groups.
On 5th and 19th July 1991 Learning Nation had a neeting with the
foilowi ng service organi sations: NECC, ELTIC, CRIC, FRU CCSAW
HAP, ELP, ILRIG SACCAWJ, |AS, STORYTELLER GROUP, TELIP, EIC,
Witers, WORKERS LI BRARY, TRAC, SACC, ESP, ANC Political Educa-
tion and New Nation to discuss and pl an support for these groups.
ERTP, TOPS, LEARN & TEACH and READ were unahln to attend but
expressed their support for this project. Thin initiative re-
ceived a positive and enthusiastic response, with the organisa-
tions expressing a firmcomitment to be part O a networking
ayalLcm around servi uing Lhe groups.
The devel opnent of Comunity Learning
It is crucial that Learning Nation continues to initiate, support
and devel op the concept of community | earning through key nation-
al organi sations, our supplenent and other progressive agenci es.
Wh have al ready begun this process through snnn nf thn Cnsatu
affiliates and through the supplenent itself. Mreover, we have
begun Lu | Qk CAL 110w uLl nzu. DGE.Vi LA: ULguul aalLi uub pun I het WOCK wi |l e
us in order to support these groups nationally with a particular
focus on the rural areas.
nai oc public consciousness about education
Learning Nation, by being an educational supplenent in a news-
nnnnr. 15 in itself raising fhP nrnfile nf Pdnnarinn 1n n hrnadnr
context. The suppl ement now carries a page focussing on educa-
tional issues. This page raises issues |ike:
t Who shoul d control education?
itWhat kind or education do we want - techniual/acadnnic
t Questions around a future | anguage policy.
what educational structures should be set up?
The rol e of parents
What Shoul d the national education system |l ook |ike?
The Fundi ng nf ndnrnfinn
iiiri’
B4
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strengt hen and support organi sation buil di ng:

t Learning Nation will build and extend its materials on

skills devel opnent for organi sation building by eontinuing the
Skills for Learning Page but consolidate this through the intro
duction of a Buil ding organi sation page.

h Learning Nation has al ways prnmmth orgnhj nuli on buil di ng

and denocracy both in its content and through dealing with these
i ssues as subjects in thenselVes. This is becauhe Wi haVQ al ways
understaed the i fPULLaHbC UE Lhc uunuupLa and Lhe nued LU I nmpl e-
nent themin practice.

i Learning Nation has generated a web of eiucational rela-

ti onshi ps sparked by the content in the supplement . W hope to
continue with this uppluauh and build d |Ideting education pro-
gramme based on a range or actiVLCl es and materials provlded by
SACHED and ot her service organi sations and | obby groupm These

I i nks nmust be consci ously nai ntai ned and devel opud to forma
cooi al noverment with cammunity | earning centres 83 the base,
L&ltl' ' nl1"u ! NhilLanh WIIl olLLivu t0 adval nuu dumuu; @ .l u uduuulLl uu by
devel opi ng materials which Support educators (in and out of
school) in their struggle to become effecti Ve educational agents.
The Mattie literature page, the matrin history pagn, the skills
for Learning page and the Education page are all devel oped with
an aimto supporting teachers and students in thu formal arena.
Bui | di ng an effectiva outreach

Learning Nation has been doi ng outreach work Si hCG January 1990.
The nature of this outreach work involved COLtacting unions,
civics, teachers organi sations and students in order to introduce
themto Learning Nation, and present guidelinns on how tn use
Learning Nation for educational purpueea.

Learning Nation is used widely, fnr annplp, in rnrrnry Hdnrnfinn
Conmittees, locals, |siyalalas’ and ANC bf anChes, whi uh wu under -
stand to be the basis of conmunity learning as well us in nore
formal situatiOns |ike the classroom

The Learning Nation Qutreach Conponent will continue to establish
Contacts with educational agents in representative organisations
and work out support programes for their educational programres.
They WIIl continue t0 Wk closely Wth the Dat abase O gani HHr

in oxdcr to devel op n nehwnrk nF nnnhnntn. The frwdbnnk from hwth
These areas nf wnrk will informour nethodol ogy and contont. Tho
Learning Nation Qutreach Unit is working nore closely with other
"outreach workers" in Sached and so link nore directly with other
SACHHD publicationa ab well.
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WHO READS LEARNI NG NATI ON

I The greatest proportion of our readers are students (60% . Thls grouping includes
students from Std 4 upwards.

I 01 the 29% who have paid | obs 71.5% are fromthe working class eg. gardeners,

| abourers. factory workers etc. -

I 10.19% of the working class group is made up 01 security guards, a pattern that
mani fested itself last year as well. We think the reason for this Is that, security guard
S

are nornally the first to have access to newspapers delivered to buildings. They
possi bly have time to sit and read.

| Tonohoro nake up the largest proportion at tho mddl o ol ooo group. nonoly 200%
Soci al Standi ng of Readers

Students |orknmg cum

607'; 71.6

xx P Mddlr class

t 26 5

Unenpl nycrl Workers

11% 1 / Enpl ozeggpeopl e

READI NG FREQUENCY

It was Interesting to see here that a very high percentage (67% of readers were regul ar
readers.

Readi ng frequency

ber yweek

Nculy eve rywik

21
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AGE GROUPS OF Ht ADERS
Mus! madam am’': In | ha yaung aduit catagary (10 - 25 years). This 85 Il nkod to our high
gyudont readership who are the nost representatlva In this gmn.

Ages of readers

Per cent ages

60

)16 16-25 26-34 3545 )45

Age G oups

EDUCATI ON OF READERS

Most of the waders have uawu’ Mat'y |evol education. 20% of this grouping nro unenpl oyed
wth matrl c:

Education | evel of Readers

Per cent age

70 . . . \Y

Meme sur- 5a 9 Sid| 4.5.6 3 7 Con/npl/Gnd/ Und.
- Education Level WUnenpl oyed Metrics
2
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WHERE DO RFADFRS CDVF'  FROM 7

MM nf nur rnndnra In metnpc-litan Miij commIlron: um Tunuaul (61.6% wth nu wul
spread over Cape Town. Orange Free State and Nat al

W | EHL . DO HEADERS COVE FROM ?

Transvaal

61. 5%

Unknown

5.5%

WHI CH PAGES 0! " LEARNI NG NATI ON DO HEADERS LI KE THE

MOST?

The . favourite page of our readers is the Current |ssues page (24% . Mst of the readers
found thls page both pollucally and educationally enlightening. It provided themw th an
anal ysis of what was happeni ng around them and kept themup to date with current politica
I

debat es.

r’ avount e Pages

M _.uh%h_

ri’ hu perrennz:

dindl "I "R

y-pl (pm agm

Cuvrvnl Inhrnol MIric sym Illrlc ALl HIHh Rioum Pupil! WNMx) |

I AN' "Mary Mutory UL". Puge- Forum INMNGG 'O W

mm who did um

rel pnnd w w

gqu "(inn 1 nd

t hal elVDo

rirrm mm nm

of New Nsuou u

awhol e 4. Spam

Lear ni ng Nation pages
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VWHAT DO READERS THI NK ABOUT LEARNI NG NATI ON ?

VWen readers were asked for the results of their experiences with Learning Nation the
foll owi ng response was recieved:

n. |.

u. .LIJ

Prjovtdesmwit; . eiea'rje’i eaiiticeijhnde’'r’'s’tahdi’'n'd
g; LPr’' Quideeihte jytiithfskilie:” 2i ,, '-;5.”

.- Has’fbharigau: fy nm .__...9;j:.’

" IHotpodtneiiirikjilhwith otherori anisetibhs

j Hel pednil dbuiidei’king CaGaiorghrtlithitlidlt

Fromthe responses it is clear that readers felt that Learning Nation has enpowered them
one worker said 'i now understand what is happeni ng wound me and know what to do’

Anot her Student said; 'Peupie ual’t |longer cheat me now with my nmum Learning Nntinn’. Mn
y

readers recorded that z’'Leaming Nation provides me with the skills to tackle daily lite
pr obi ni ns’

Many readers felt that | earning nation had freed themin their thinking and thoir approa
ch to

lite. The ioiiowi ng reader’s response encapsul ated the feeling of many others: it has
emanci pated ne fromthe chains of ignorance’. This shows that an aitemative approach to
education enabl es people to deal with their present conditions and struggle to change it.
Nunerous students expressed the benefits of Learning Nation. nanely that it give: ilteit’
| the

coniidence to deal with their suitw work and helps thempaw liteir uterine. Thny now
understand history and can analyse it; they have inproved their English and increased the
ir

vocabul ary and this hel ps themto comunicate their ideas better and nore effectively.
The | anguage ievei has al so nmade the ani ol oo nore accessible to students. as 57.8%9und
it easy to understand, 39 8%tait it was Just right and only 1.4%thought it was too difi
icult.

Many students feel that Learning Nation has effected a vast inprovenent in their schOO wo
rK

One student recorded: '| have since inpruved nmy schoolwork. ny teacher asked nme Ethan

it and i toid himabout Learning Nation. now nore students in ny class are using it’.

2
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HOW DO READERS USE LEARNI NG NATI ON?

FIQII Iltu 5!',"ch It was clear that tho concept of group work has laknn not anbngst the
readem nl p. W have encouraged this in our erung nethodnngy and the wiIteht of our

ani ct os.

How i s Learning Nation read"?

G oup

377.;

Group 5: al one
H7.

- fi LN H
HY. I1il 1 .H

4" 9M us’ an easy way to tackle ourfaooxe .

"We share oar views | t

1o gain a clear understanding '8; share Qpinions -,
"to help the slow | eanel’ |,

(IJ uplift the standard of oducatibn in our knaw edga
"as a grolJpwe get 9000 ldeas lu ulldmal nm the taptd
3 "VB sham K1033 50 that everynmu unllI5.’- ,. |
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PAGE PREFERENCES FOR GROUPS
mwwd-_ Au a

e _..___._.da___
e h, .. ., .. ... -
Pagc preferences for groups
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| ssues History Hist Forum

Lear ning Nation pages

Al'l vnTuea arc pcrcenTugns

R,. M _.A. ,. WA. T ..... .

ITis rlaar mm frmm Thnia whn mm The Matrir naoPs that armlIn wnrk rims nm nnmm am | nd
their school subjects but nore around the benefits of groupwork itself eg. gaining nore
through coll ective work. For those who use matrlc subjects In groups we divided the
romnnsea I ntn ? nanonrles and rnnelvnd The follow ng results:

08.10% - use tho nani c pages for school purpooco opooitionlly; and

81.88% - use the matrTc paga general Ty for sharing | deas and obtaining a clearer
under st andi ng.

THE GROUP CATEGORI ES ARE:

A- STUDENTS
. B- STUDENTS & WORKERS
C VORKERS

D STUDENTS & YOUTH

E TEACHERS & STUDENTS

F- ACTI VI STS, CTVI C ANCYL
G FAMLIES _

H TEACHERS ,

- Group categorie;

M Vduu "I ncrccnhuu
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GENDER OF READERS
The majority oi the readers are nale, as can be seen fromthe pie chart bel ow
Mat es

9H

WAV

This is nmost disconcerting in itself but nore so than usual because It also reveals a dro
pin

femal e readership Since uast year (iese 5mvuy. Miules DCUL: i’ emano 16% There has harm

a 6%drop In our temaie readership. The women who responded to our survey showed a

strong interest in the Matric pages. There is an overwhelmng anbition to pass Metrics an
d do

wel | at school. Wth the decline in the econom c conditions, the uncertainties surroundin
g the

political situation in this country and the tact that wonmen are traditionally nere eonoor
nod with

the donestic sphere/ househoi d econony, it becones clear that npbst oppressed groupi ngs

99. wonen, will be harder hit by degeneration of econonic and political conditions than
ess

oppressed groupi ngs. The nmaulls dc however show a determination to rise above the severe
nature of oppression under apartheid capitalism nanmely: their political. economc and th
eir

donesti c oppression

The team ng Nation has attenpted to raise the consciousness of its readers and encourage
critical thinking around the gender iocuo through Its outreach work and content Progranme

CONCLUSI ON

we received 750 replies this year and all ropil oe were used for analysis. W aurihuia th
S

decrease to the changing political commons. Wen the | eaders were rel eased and

or gani sati onS Unbanned | ast year. everyone experienced and engaged in intense potntat

" activity with expectations of radical change in their circunstances 39. education. The
hi gh

ruupunuu level we rennivnri Innt year poeeiblv reflected the optim smoi that period. The
uprisings in diiierent sectors eg. worker strikes, bantustan rebeiiion etc. ran concurren
tly wun

school boycotts and other fornms of resistance. Mst oi our readers are at school, which h
ave

becorme sites oi denoraiisation since 1990.

This year. with the deepening education crisis. conpounded by the econom c utiaia the
expectati ons of equal education and better ilvlng COHditi GhS are fading.

VWhat we received this year seens to be a nucleus oi notivated readers. consistent in the
r

oiiorte tn grapple with education. They are consistent in their tight ior education desp
te the

7
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degl ine In norate; they read In groups and request Inormatlon on the current problens of
political Ilberatlon. and how to receive an educati on which aSSlIsts themlIn thelr struggl
(raa} ge the! r level of consciousness and provide themwth life skills.

E! ﬁ? ud by Pluduul | un Dupm nmul SACHED



