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OLI VER TAMBO. AT THE 25t h QAU ASSEMBLY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT: ADDI S ABABA. ETHI OPI A, JULY 2A-28, 1989

M Chal rman. Presxdent Mhanmed HQSH Mouber ak

Year Exeellenciee. D atlngul ehed Heads of State and Governnent,
Est eened Heads of Del egatl ena,

Your Excellency. Javier Perez de Cuellar, Secretary General O
the Unxted Nations.

Your Excellency. de Qumarou. Secretary Ceneral cf the QAU

Hone table M nisters. Anbassadors and Hi gh Comm aei enere.

Conr ades | eaders of the |liberatlen novenents.

Est eened del egates, conrades. |adies and gentl enen:

First of all, we greet thxs 25th Assenbly of the DAU Heads of
State and Government on behalf of the AND its | eaders and
menbers and In the nane cf the m |l xens of the struggling people
of South Africa.

Al'l of us who live durlna these times cannot but feel a sense of
hope and expectation with regard both to our own continent and
the rest of the world of Whh 1t L3 part.

We sal ute thxs august body. the QAU Assenbly of Heads of State
and Governnent. for the Ineetimable contribution it has made over
a period ef 26 years to brxng about the sense of hope ahd
expectat 1lon to Wiich we have referred. Wthout the QAU Assenbly
and wl thout the collective endeaveurs of the outstanding | eaders
of Africa who have served in its ranke, w thout the ideas and

| abours of the African patriots who sit here today and the input
of their predecessors, none can tell where Africa and the world
woul d be today.

We salute the contribution that the Governnent and peopl e of

Et hi opi a have nmade to our Forward novenent. through their

readi ness to host these neetings and to receive us in a splrxt of
open wel cone. friendship and solidarity. Ne take this opportunity
to extend our thanks to the Party. the Governnent and the people
of Ethiopia for all they have done for Africa. both now and in
the past.

Ne al so wish to thank and congratul ate President Mengistu Halle
Harl em General Secretary of the Wirkers' Party of Ethiopxa.
Presxdent of the People’s Denocratic Republic of Ethiopia and
Conmander -i n-Chief of its Revolutionary Armed Forces. for the

t hought - pr ovoki ng and novi ng speech he delivered yesterday. He
believe that it has helped to set the correct tone for the

consi deratl on, anong others. of the fundanental issue of the
total |iberation of Africa.

led this

He pay homage to the outgoing Chairman of the Mle

Excel | ency. President Mousse Traore. who has ad
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Organi satien del ng thxs past year. Because of his eommxtnent to
its 3 , hLa energy. dedxeatlon and the quality of his

| eadership, we can :ay that as the QAU commenced its Journey into
t second quarter-Of-a-century, Lt ccvntrued to inspire and give
confort to the peoples 3f our contxnent. H's report has al so

hel ped to point the way forward in a clear and unequxveca
manner .

145

W& wel cone to the hel mthe new Chaxrman, H E. Presxdent Mhaned
Hosnl Noubarak. and extend to himour very best w shes, confident
that he Ulll | ead the QAU ably and selflessly, enabling it by hl5
own pereenal contrlbutlon. to take the mllzens that inhabxt our
dear continent further ferward towards the realisatlon of thelr
pol xti cal. econom ¢ and eocxal aeplratlons, Al this was
confirmed in the well-thought tut address he delivered
yest er day.

es of our people send thelr salutetitns fully conecxeus

of the central inportance of the deliberatlons of thzs Assenbly
future of our centlnent. eur realen and cur eOLntry.

Thr oughout their ranksw there is great expectatlon that this
august Assenbly lel take such decialone as will not only advance
the cause of Africa. but also help us greatly to accelerate the
general process so vlisxble in our region - a process
characterl sed by the defeat of the forces of apartheid. the



expansi on of the frentiers of freedom and progress towards a
genui ne and | asting peace for all our peoples.

It is understandable, M Chairman, why our peopl e have

hei ght ened expectations. After all. as a result of a heroic
struggl e waged by the people of Angela and their arny, supported
by the Cuban internatxonaliet forces. the South Afrxcan armny of
occupation has now | eft the People’s Republic of Angol a.

For the second time within a dozen years. and on the Angol an
battlefield, the apartheid war nachi ne has been beaten. The truth
has been confirned that this arny of aggression. occupation and
repression is not in any way invincible. Thls historic victory
has both strengthened our own people in our offensive against the
apartheid state and its humiliated war-nongers. and opened the
way for the people of Angola to achieve peace for thensel ves.

But also of great inmportance. it has led directly to the
inltiation of the process leading to the | ong-overdue

i ndependence of Nam bia. Today the reality, which was difficult
to imagi ne even a year ago. is that inportant |eaders of SHAPO
are beck in their country. Nani bian refugees are going honme and
an el ecti on canpai gn has commenced, as part of an internationally
agreed process which will lead to the independence of Nam bia

On the eastern seaboard of our region. the Governnment of the
Peopl e’ s Republic of Myzanbi que has adopted new neasures axned at
inqg the terrible scourge of banditry in that country,

hunting peace and regaining the possibility for econom c and
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soci al devel opnent.

Farther afield fromour region, the international Situatien a

to be characterised by a new determ nation to create a climte of
nmut ual under st andi ng anong the peoples and a deeire ta expand the
frontiers 0? freedom H gh on the agenda of the nations of the
worl d. and as part of this global process. ie the determ natien
to help end the criminal system of apartheid w thout further

del ay. The neaeage we hear fromall corners of the gltbe is that
enough is enough: apartheid nust ge

eem

.3

And so the eenvxction has grown anong our people that South
Africa cannot ke sone solitary island that will. by some mracle,

continue to drift against the tide of human history. It can never
be that dawn breaks everywhere. except in South Africa.

I ndeed. even the representatives of the apartheid reginme are
encouragi ng the notion that we are hearing a negoti ated

resol ution of the South African question and have. on the baeis
of this prom se, been received in Western capitals and wal ked
away with the understanding that F.N.de Klerk will be given a
chance to inplenent his programe of so-called reform and
negoti ati on.

In addition to the external, the internal situation has indeed
rai sed the hopes of our people that we are nearing the end of the
apartheid system In this context, the word "hope" mght in fact
be the wong one to use. The better to convey the npbod anong our
peopl e, we should rather say that there is a firmconviction that
the dark years of apartheid tyranny are about to end.

But whence this optimism | would Iike to assure this august
Assenbly that it derives neither fromthe proni ses nmade by the
spokespersons of the apartheid regine nor fromany illueion that
the maj or Western powers can, by having cosy conversations with
F.Wde Klerk, deliver us from bondage.

A good and honest vision of the reality of what to expect from
the apartheid regime is clearly spelt out in the nuch-heral ded
5-year Plan which the National Party announced recently.
Fundanental to that Plan is the old apartheid perspective of
groups and group rights. The ruling party continues to cling to
these concepts and in its Plan says openly that "The South
African popul ation consists of a variety of groupsi.."

When it tal ks of a new constitution, it speaks of giving "content
to the overall Juridical and structural protection of groups in
constitutional structures.” And when it tal ks of negotiations.

it speaks of engaging "recogni sed | eaders of all groups..."

It should thus be clear. M Chairnman, that the ao-called solution
that the party of racismoffers is nothing but a race federation
which will be dom nated by the white minority. In short, it

of fers nothing but apartheid by another nane.
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a make sure that the peint was clear to everybody. the |eader of
Jhe National Party, F:H de Kl erk, said the followi ng at the
Cangrees of his party which adopted the 5-yzar Pl an

rv-i

"I want to give this assurance to the white electorate: the

Nati onal Party will. in its search for an understanding

that offers all South Africans full political particip-
atien...closely guard your security and intereata.

tegether with theae of other groups. The National Party

will never let you down."

So there we have it! Let everybody be a South African. but a
South African who belongs to a group that has separate group
political rights. Yes. let us end apartheid but |let us do so by
entering into negotiations that nmust reaffirmthe continuation of
apartheid with the consent of the representatives of all groups.
But whence these contortione and illogical constructions of
school boy sophistry’ The Sinple fact is that the apartheid system
isin eriaie. Even its architects know and admt that it can no

| onger be maintained. It has to go.

But whereas our people and the rest of progressive humanity are
determ ned to ensure that apartheid disappears in its substance



and its entirety. the Pretoria regine deaires that it should
appear to have di sappeared by dressing it in new clothes. What
they fail to realise is that, because of our struggle. eupperted
by the international cemmunity, apartheid will indeed vanish For
ever. despite its new clothes and together with that new apparel
however pretty and well-tailored it m ght seem

And thus we conme back to the question. whence the conviction that
we are nearing this historic outcone - the dem se of the
apartheid system That conviction. M Chairman. derives from our
certainty of the strength of the |iberation forces of our
country. confidence in their ability to organi se thensel ves and
to nobilise the people into united action to destroy the
apartheid system and our unquestionabl e assurance that the
mllions of our people remain unawerving in their conmtnment to
i berate thensel ves through struggle.

In short, it is because of our strength. our capacity to

organi se, our ability to intensify the struggle and our

willingness to sacrifice, that we are confident that our victory
is assured. W& have no doubt that the confrontation wthin our
country will further sharpen as the enemy fights a rearquard

action. But for us and our people. there can be no turning back
But of course this is not enough to signify that our victory is
in sight. The other elenent that nmakes up the equation of the
bal ance of forces is, and has to be. the state of the eneny
forces. To put it squarely. the apartheid reginme has lost the
strategic initiative. The struggle has thrown it onto the
.eneive. Its actions. whatever their intention. only have the
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Wng down the speed of its retreat. The eneny can

that retreat nor turn it round into a strategic

enmergency For instance. Renewed in June, it is

ear. Despite its brutality and all it has

meant.in terns f aeeaeei netione OF | eaders and activists, neee
det enti ene the banni ng of organi sations and i ndividual s and
severe pre 3 FESJFLCthHB, the liberation forces of our country
have conti ued to grow in strength. and have the capacity to
bring the tauntvy to a standstill. as was denonstrated as
recently as last nmonth. Such an achi evenent is possxble precisely
because of the unity of the nasses of our people, their fighting
organi sations and their acceptance of the vanguard role of the
ANC

. 3":

K
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Qur people are set to render the state of energency inoperable
Sinply by defying it. The apartheid regi me does not have the
political Strength to stop this process. once it ie Joined by the
mllions of our people. In the end. the apartheid regine will end
the state of emergency. not because it will have chosen to do so.
but because the people will have decided that they will not
observe ite prevxeione. Needleee to say. in this eventuality. the
regime will still seek to maintain its canpaign of repression
through the use OF other repreSSive legislation that it has in
its arsenal

O again. consider the inportant question of the rel ease of
political prisoners and detainees. As the Assenbly knows. many
det ai nees have been rel eased because they engaged in struggle.
espeCi ally by means of hunger strikes which were supported by the
South African denocratic novenent as a whole. Sone of the |eaders
who had been sentenced to life inprisonment have been rel eased.

At sone point, the others will also cone out of jail. This wll
happen not because the Pretoria regi ne has becone nore hunane.

but because it no |l onger has the strength to withstand the

i ntense and continuing internal and international canpaign for
the i medi ate and unconditional release of all politica
prisoners. including Nel son Mandel a.

The apartheid regi me had hoped to build a buffer around itself
made up of black surrogates. paid by Pretoria and owi ng their
allegiance to Pretoria. The fact of the matter is that the buffer
is today paper-thin. as the people have continuously asserted
their right to total liberation and refused to accept these state
enpl oyees as their | eaders and the structures they nan. as
legitimate. Confronted by the pressure of the struggle, it is

i nevitable that many of these apartheid hopefuls will seek to
find their way into the canp of struggle for a united. denocratic
and non-racial South Africa.

Referring to sone of these black puppets. and challenging their
credentials, the July 2nd i ssue of the Afrikaans .epaper

W

(r;

Peg

HRapport". which supports the ruling party. had this to Say:

"Te think that black City touneillers Dr nenbere cf

the recently forned National Forumw Il manage (in

negotiations) is en illusxon. The new Situation

that has cone. into beng no |onger allewa for-

ki ndergarten polities."

Wthin the ranks of the white conmunity. there is a rapidly
growi ng resol ve to abandon the trenches of rat em and apartheid
and to search for eolutions within the context of the perspective
of a non-ratial demeerecy. For this purpose. increeSing nunbers
of whites continLE to seek out the ANC. The formatien of the
Denocratic Party in April this year is itself an expression of
this progreeeion towards denocratic and non-raCi al positions. W
ourselves believe that it is inportant that we reach our white
conpatriots to win themaway fromthe parties of racism

So pervasi ve and penetrating has becone the deSire anong nmany



whites to end apartheid, that anmong the white youth, the novenent
to refuse conscription into the racist army is reaching new

hei ghts. with truly |large nunbers ready to face 6-year Jai
sentences rather than carry arns in defence of a systemthey
consider LmJust and illegitinate.

Add to all this. the inpact of sanctions, limted though they

m ght be. They have hit the apartheid econony very hard and

hel ped to deny the Pretovia regime the nmaterial means to carry
out its programes of repreeeion. aggression and further
entrenchnent of the apartheid system The economc crisxe Of the
apartheid system has i ndeed becone so serious that white

unenpl oynent and poverty. unknown for many decades. have become a
per manent feature of South African reality.

The recent European sefari by F.H de Klerk. and P.N. Botha'e
trip to Europe had the specific aim anong others. to camnpaign
agai nst sanctions and in particular. to pereuade the bankers to
agree to the nost favourable ternms for the rescheduling of South
Africals external debt. This denonstrates how effective sanctions
are and the extent of desperation they have injected into the
ranks of the apartheid regime. Cearly. the QAU has to push for
nore sanctions, including mandatory and conprehensi ve ones,

i nposed by the Security Donnell

In essence. what is happening in our country is that the bal ance
of forces continues to shift in favour of the forces of nationa
i beration. denocracy and peace. The political forces grouped
around the parties of racismcontinue to dimnish and decline in
strength. Those representing national emancipation continue to
grow in size and effectiveness. and have energed truly as an
alternative power which can never be defeated and which. in
reality. sets the agenda for the resolution of the South Africa
i ssue.
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It i’ .hle permanent ehlft 1n the kel ance of forces within South
Afrlea, in our regxon and internatxenally. which has so sharply
brought xnto focus the zseue of a negotiated settlenment of the
Sout h Afrxcan question

We are, however, flrmy of the view that this Assenmbly shoul d
reJeet all notions that the change of persons in the top echel ons
of the Nationallst Party has brought into the | eadership. people
who, out of conviction, e ek genuzne negot xatl one to end
a:arthexd. Equallyl the translatlon does not hold that. because
the Preterla regime hel ped to negotiate the Angol a- Nani bl a
agreenment. therefore it is ready to enter |lan real negotiations
concernxng South Africa | SSelf.

The hopes held out by the Western powers. as a result of which
they plead that de Klerk be alven a chance. have as nuch
substance to them as the hopes they held out in the past. The
course of action these powers propzae and have enbarked Upon
serves only to buy time for apartheld. encourage dupliCLty on the
part of the apartheid regi ne and poatpsne the noment when
Fretorxa wxl| at last realise that the gane 15 up

Ne are concerned that the zeeue of negotzatzons should not becone
a neans to divert our people and the world cemunxty fromthe
central | SSue whxeh 15 endl ng the apartheld crinme agai nst
humani ty and transformkng South Afrxca into a non-raCAa
denocracy. SLmilarly, it should not be reduced into an | esue of
pol I ti cal ganmeemanehi p. as the apartheld regi me seeks to do.

Al African liberation nmovenents. xncluding the AND, have.

wi t hout exception. always sought peaceful ways of ending the
system of col onial and raelal dominatlon. Consistently the
oppressed have been forced to resort to arnms because the
oppreasor has made 1t inpossible to bring about peacefu
political settlements. The history of the ANC is an outstanding
exanpl e of the commtnent of the oppreeaed to non-viol ent
struggl e and therefore a preference for peaceful eolutzone. The
QAU itself has. at various tinmes. nade serxoue efforts to end
colonial and racial domination through negotiations.

We have in the past said this. and we reiterate it today. that we
have never been opposed to a negotiated resolution of the South
African question. But such negotiations have to be about ending
apartheid and transform ng South Africa into a united. denocratic
and non-raeial country. and they are conplenentary to the
struggle for the attai nment of these goals.

For these negotiations to take place, it is obvious that the
necessary climte should exist. To create that climte. we
together with the rest of the international comunity have called
on the Pretoria regine to release all political prisoners and
detainees, lift all bane and restrictions on proscribed and
restricted organi sations. and persons. end the state of
energeney. repeal repressive legislation. and political trials
Page g

and exee tione and withdraw the apartheid arnmy Fran the

t ownshi

The aparthexd regl me pannot claimto be ignorant of t1

demands. Its awn nedla has come out 1n support of thee
reasonabl e proposal s. The newspaper "Rappsrt" of July 2nd 133:
makes the fell owl ng observati on:

hThere are enough | ndxcatLona that many bl ack | eadere

erganl eatl one that carry welght are willing to part

in probing dlecuesxona. However sone factors obstruct these
pCSSI bl 1 1tl1 ESC the state of energency; detentlon with:"t

trLal and reatrietlone on.inpOrtant peeple and

or gani sat xons. Therefore the eerlousneee with which M de

Kl erk considers the internal discuselon will also be

determ ned by the way in whxoh he reacts to these

obstructive faetovs."

If he 15 serious about negotiations. de Klerk nmust renove these
and ot her obstructive factors. precleely to create a elleate
conduci ve to negotiations. As the diatinquxahed Heads of State
who are nenbers of the DAU Ad- Hoe Commettee on Southern rxea

are aware. the ANC, in consultation with the denocratlc



our country. has been working to el aborate and consult

nore conprehensive poeltion on the xseue of a negotiated

reeol utlon ef the South African queetxon, a noeltzon which glvee
due recognition ta the vital necessity to continue and 1ntensxfy

the internal struggle in all its forms as well as hei ghten

i nternational pressures until apartheld is ended.

57.
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Ne believe very strongly that such a position should. at a later
stage. he discussed by and receive the support of - indeed be

adopted by - the OQAU. so that. as with other fundanmental Lesuee
that confront the continent. there should be an African position
on the inmportant question of a political settlement Of the South
African question

Hi s Excellency. President Kenneth Kaunda, spoke in sonme det ai
and | thought very persuasively to this point. in the course of
his interventien this norning. The matter was al so raised by the
Hon. Mniater-for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Senegal at
the Mnisterial Council neeting. follow ng my mentioning these
ideas to himwhen we net in Paris recently.

The idea that it is sought to elaborate, springs fromthe

know edge that as apartheid appears to be yielding ground and to
the extent that it is. and giving prom se of a breakthrough to a
new order. many forces in the world. many individuals and

organi sations, international forces that have been involved in
the struggl e against apartheid. would want to continue their

i nvol venment and contribute to the final onslaught.

There is likely to be a conpetition of solutions by forces that
are rightly concerned and would like to see a solution. In the
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process. unless Africa comes in with a solution. with a plan. it
m ght he marginalieed and forced in the end to participate in

pl ane worked out in goei faith by others but which m ght not
necessarily Suit the African interest.

He have thought that the idea should start fromthe fighting
forces in South Africa thensel ves. They must unite around a pl an
a position by which the struggle is advanced further. by
agreenment. to suit the ends. the interests of the people who have
been the Victins of this apartheid regi ne. Therefore

consul tatione akout this plan have to begin within South Africa.
He thought there was anether dinmenaion to the apartheid

problem It affects, quzte immediately. the Frontline States.
They becone pert of the liberation novenent in terms of their
being a target of this crimnal system They are involved

i medi ately. They nust be involved immediately in a solution
that nust be worked out. Therefore the idea was that whatever we
produce within South Africa. would be presented to the Frentline
States for their contribution to the ideas so that they adopt the
plan too as a regional plan to be brought ta Africa. Africa nust
have the final say.

It weuld naturally have great regard to the ideas of these wh:
are imedi ately on the ground. It was these ideas that we
outlined to H E. Freeident Traore and the Senegal ese Foreign

M nister. Wthout a plan - because there is no plan as yet; we
are in the process of working on the plan - but we appreeiate the
urgency for us te take the high ground hefore others occupy it.
Therefore there is some urgency' in Africa evolving this plan and
wor ki ng out an African position.

| may mention. M Chairman. Your Excellenciee. that the plan
shoul d not be exclusive to Africa. Africa does not necessarily
want to nonopoliae the solution. but to have a controlling hand.
It should therefore be a plan that accepts the readi ness of the
international comrunity to participate in resolving the situation
in South Africa. But it would be an African plan that takes in
the contributions of other forces who have been our partners in
the struggl e agai nst apart hei d.

Accordingly, we wi sh to propose that this august Assenbly shoul d
endorse the idea of the el aboration of such an African plan and
nmandate its special organs. the Frontline States and the Ad-Hoc
Committee on Southern Africa to work with us to produce this
African plan. W are convinced that this is urgent and will
respond to the deepaseated desire of all the peoples of our
continent to end the apartheid systemas econ as possible and to
do so with the m ni num of bl ood shed and destruction

M Chai r man:

The all-round struggle to liquidate the apartheid crine agai nst
humani ty must continue with even greater intensitbAccordingly.
the ANC wi shes to reaffirmits commtnent to the escal ati on of
that struggle on all its Fronts. | refer of coueee to the nmass
palitical offensive. the arned etruggle and the canpaign for the
total international isolation 6f apartheid South Africa,

i ncluding the inposition ef nandatory and conprehenSive

sancti ons.

Wth regard to these issues. we hunbly urge thia Assenbly to
approve the resolution on South Africa placed before it by the
CAD Council of Mnisters. The adaption and inplenentation of that
resol utien would constitute an inportant contribution to the
escal ation Of the effeneive against t.e apartheid reginme, the
cenmon eneny of all people of conscience.

He woul d like to take this opportunity to thank the DAU whi ch
through its Liberation Commttee. has given us the materia

assi stance whi ch has hel ped us to advance the struggle to the
poi nt where it is today.

Simlarly. we would |ike to express our gratitude to the African
countries which have given us inval uabl e aeai stance at the
bilateral |evel. Needless to say. the ongoing struggle for the
i beration of South Africa requires even nore support. W shal
therefore continue to rely on this Oganisation and the sister
peopl es of Africa to provide us with the neans to escal ate our



of fensive for the liquidation of the apartheid system

He woul d like to conclude. M Chairman. by reaffirm ng our

unbr eakabl e solidarity with SNAPO and the fraternal people of
Nam bia. As before. we stand firmly with themin the struggle to
liberate their ceuntry. we shall do everything in our power to
oppose all attenpts by the Pretoria reginme to obstruct the

i ndependence process or to destabiliae Nam bia. W wi sh our

conr adee-i n-arms of SNAPO all success in the forthcom ng

el ections and lock forward to celebrate with themthe

i ndependence of the dear country. It is a matter of comopn cause
that SNAPO needs everything it can get to enable it to wage an
ef fective election canpaign. W therefore appeal for nore
assistance to be extended to this brother |iberation novenent.
Simlarly, we wish to reiterate our friendship and solidarity
with the Pelieario Front and the PLO as well as their respective
peopl es and states. Their victories will be ours as welll part of
the human process whereby the enmanci pati on of each people

rei nforces the freedom of others.

W& wi sh them success in their struggles and express our
solidarity with others who fight for their |iberation. including
the people of El Salvador. Guatemal a and East Tinmor. We do firmy
believe that freedomis indivisible and therefore see oursel ves
as part of the great universal novenent which strives for

i ndependence. denocracy. social progress and peace.

i struggle of the people of Southern Africa for the realisation



