PRESS STATEMENT OF THE

NATI ONAL EXECUTI VE COW TTEE

OF THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS

Lusaka zZambia - 2nd March, 1990

A neeting of the National Executive Commttee of the African National Congress was
held in Lusaka, Zanbia on |Ist and 2nd March. 1990. It was al so attended by | eaders

of our novenent based inside South Africa. including Nelson Mandela. Walter Sisulu

and ot her conrades. '’

The neeting reviewed the situation since the historic rel ease of Conrade Nel son
Mandel a. It reiterated the fact that despite the undoubted i nportance of this rel ease.
the mapjority of political prisoners are still in 91101.

It is urgent that this matter be resolved. This urgency is enphasised by the fact of
the heroic hunger strikes on which our canrades in prison have now enbarked.

It is also of vital inportance that the Pretoria regi me nmoves without delay to renove
all other obstacles standing in the way of negotiations.

In this regard the NEC reaffirnmed its earlier decision to neet the Pretoria reginme to
di scuss the issue of renoving these obstacles. It wel coned the positive response of
FWde Klerk to their initiative. Having di scussed various matters of detail concerning
this neeting. the NBC decided that it was necessary to initiate contact with the reginme
i medi ately to seek agreement on the dates of the nmeeting, the venue and other matters
relating to the preparation of the neeting.

The NEC al so discussed as a matter of urgency the inplenmentation of its earlier
decisions to send into the country sone of its nenbers who would. together with the
ANC | eaders inside the country. carry out an extensive process of consultation with
all denocratic and anti-apartheid forces on the current situation and our perspectives.
The NEC group will be selected and sent home as soon as the necessary arrangenents

are nade.

The NEC considered a report by Conrade Waiter Sisulu On work done to re-estabiish

the legal structures of the ANC. It decided that the Headquarters Ofice of the ANC

wi Il be opened in Johannesburg without delay. It also approved the consritution of other
headquarters. regional and |local structures which wili be put in place as soon as possib
e

It resolved to approach its international allies to assist in providing the resources tha
t

are necessary for the rebuilding of the ANC.

The NEC considered future international visits by Conrade Nel son Mandel a and ot her

| eaders based inside the country. It confirmed that Conrade Mandela will. from Zanbi a.
visit Zinbabwe. Tanzani a and- Sweden before he returns hore.



It expressed its appreciation for the very many communi cations it had received. inviting
Conrade Mandela to visit various countries. It therefore directed the National Wrking
Conmittee of the NBC to look into this question to el aborate a programe of I|nterna-
tional visits for Conrade Mandel a and other | eaders based inside the country.

The NEC expressed its profound thanks to Conrade President Kenneth Kanda, UW

the government and peopl e of Zanbia for the unprecedented wel come they extended

to Conrade Nelson Mandela. his family and the rest of his del egation. This outstanding
denonstration of solidarity and unqualified friendship is a vital factor strengthening
our novement and people in the continuing struggle to end the apartheid system and
transformour country into a non-racial denobcracy.

It al so expressed its warm appreciation to the Frontline. Comobnweal th. EEC and

ot her | eaders who travelled to Lusaka to neet Conrade Mandel a. The di scussions which
took place with them have hel ped further to reinforce the continuing internationa
struggle for the isolation of apartheid South Africa. The NEC al so thanked the rest

of the international conmmunity for the nobilisation carried out to wel cone the rel ease
of Conrade Mandel a.

The NEC sal uted Conrade Mandel a and ot her conrades who have served prison

sentences for their opposition to apartheid. It paid tribute to themfor their outstandin

g

contribution to the struggle for the liberation of our people.

It resolved that i mediately the conrades who were menbers of the NEC before they

were arrested. nanely Nel son Mandel a, Walter Sisulu and Gavan Moeki. will resune

their places with the NBC. The NEC further el ected Conrade Nel son Mandel a as Deputy
President of the ANC

the NEC resolved to convey its greetings to Conrade President Sam Nuj oma, SWAPO

and the people of Nam bia on the occasion of the accession of their country to

i ndependence. It further decided to send a high-level delegation to participate in the
i ndependence cel ebrati ons.

Finally, it paid its tribute to the National Reception Conmittee. the denocratic and
antieparthcid novenent and the masses of our people for the manner in which they

recei ved Conrade Mandela into their mdst. This process has hel ped further to reinforce
the unity of our people and enphasi se the necessity further to intensify the struggle.
The NEC conveyed its Warmgreetings to Conrade President diver Tanbo. thanked

himfor his invaluable contribution to its discussions and wi shed hima speedy recovery.
The NEC is confident that he will soon return to his post to | ead our organi sation and
people to victory.

| SSUED BY TEE ARC. PO BOX 31791. wens. Luau
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STATEMENT OF THE- NATI ONAL zxzcur xvx COW TTEE (REC) OF THE

AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS (ARC): LUSAKA. ZAMBI A. FEBRUARY 16.
1990, |

The National Executive Conmittee of the African National Congress
mat in Lusaka. Zambia from February 14 -

16, 1990 to consi det hhe

situation arising : FOnthe deci si ohs announced on February 2 ahd
10, 1990, by Pretorzafa state presldent, h V. dc Kl erk. affectznqg
I o

the Wiite National Party regine had instituted d

years of its illegitimate rule of South Africa.

As is kncwn, dc Klerk also spelt out

petty and government which he

address the issue 0: ending th

policy positions of his

presented as being intended to

9 system of apert huid.

submitted to :23 neeting by the President of the ANC, Qi var

" - ANC based Wthin South Africa.
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The NBC recogni sed the unhanning of the

organl saticne es_an inmportant factor whi

iations. It also viewed

in a positive 1 ght other neasures such as the partial lifting of
the press restrictions and the rescindi ng of banning orders
affecting various persons.

It wel conmed the suspension-ot the death penalty as an inportant
first step Wiich must, without

delay, lead to the unconditiona

rel ease of all politzgal activ

It'tharefore calls on this reginme specifically to rel ease al
political prisonete and detainees. end the a

tate o! oncrgencv,

| egislation, halt all political trials and

renove all.troops fromtho tawnshipe

To hel p achi eve these objectives in the shortest possible tine.
it resolved to neet M de chrk as soon a: possible to discuss
with himthe need to address these

i sauea so that a climte

conduci ve ta negotiation: is created.

It: delegation will be

.canposod o: the | eaders of the ARC based within the country as
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The NBC al so considers it of vital inportance.that it should ne
the | eaders 0! the ARC who are inside South Africa. as well.ae
those of the nass denocratic novenent and other anti-apartheid
forces. It therefore-reeolved to send a del egation into Benth.
Africa as soon as the necessary arrangenents have heen- nede.
It further resolved that it is inportant inmmediately to beein 1
work of reestabliehing the ARCwithin the country. It has
therefore constituted the |l eaders within the country into.an
or gan-uhder the NEc charged with the task of carrying out this
wor k. wor ki ng under the chairmanship of Conrade Halter Sieulu.-
The NRC ealle on all menbers of the ANC as well as those of our
conpatriots who had already taken steps to constitute theneel ve
into ARC unite to.work directly with end under this |eadership
col l ective. '’
The NRC resolved to take i mMmediate steps to prepare for the
organi sed return te gn"th ttti’'t 9 ttt I"i
---_h- -_ ... .ouuagnh.p dud neuaerah
i 0: the ANC
It al so recogni sed that ever the years. a eerieue brain drain h.
occurred with the emigration.1lrom South Africa of many people u
were Opposed te.the apartheid system It therefore resolved to
take steps to encourage the return of these exiles as well so
that they can contribute to the denocratic transformation of on:
country and nake an effective contribution to the reconstructioz
and devel opment of a peet-epartheid south Africa.
In the light ef.the new devel opments. the NBC resol ved that the
next National Conference of the ARC will he held inside south
Africa fromthe 16th at Decenber, 1990. The planned Nati ona
Consul tative Conference originally scheduled for June this year
will therefore no | onger take place. Conference preparations wl
however continue, both inside and outside the country.
The REC wel conmed t he unhenning of the SACP. It reaffirmed the
i mportance of the alliance of the ARC, the 8ACP.and the organise
wor kers of our country. It resolved that this historic allzance
will continue to function with the necessary restructuring havin
taken place-to neet the new situation. ’
It also reviewed the relatiene.of the ANC with other denoctatic
and anti-apertheid formations within South Africa. As already
indicated, it resolved to enter into discussions with these to
assess the recent devel epnente. It reiterated it: view that at
this stage, the DD? and its eitiliatee should continue to
function and nobilise their reepective constituencies.
The NBC 1- gravely concerned at the centtnuins violence -
eepecially in natal and Uitenhaee. It retitlraed the neceeeity tt
ttkt-urgtnti’ FPPi -to Stupnthia degtruetive geesw ne ?& e3
theage-. e- .aereier:
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confirmed earlier decision: that the |l eadership within the
country should intervene imediately to end this fratricida
carnage. It calls on all those who have previously bl ocked
attenpts LO 11nd e eelutie; t: cooperats.nith thees-I|eads:elih-
the interests at lite itself; - r-- - .
HThe NBC reiterated the fact that the nmesses 01 Qur people
continue tO euifer under the apartheid BYItOe.lt restated.thet’
even when a clinate for negotiations la created,”thie will not_
nean that this systemw |l have been abolished. Therefore the.
struggle for a united; denocratic and nonrraeial South Attica
must and will cehtlnue;i’ °’
In this regard, it considered with all due seriousness,
suggestions that it ehould unileterally suspend the arned
struggle. Wiile appteciatinc the sincerity of purpose underlying
t hese suggestions. it however contlrned that the only just and
correct way to approach this question is to adhere to the
positions contained in the.Barare and UN Decl arations. It
therefore reiterates that upon the creation-ot a climte
conduci ve to negotiations, the ARCwill seek te.neqotiate with
the Pretoria reginme a suspension of hostilities by both sides.
Th: 2:: "."i:’.f".” efith serge": n-u-nv-H ant: ew-nnnlv rnm ema fh
conti nui nq camnpai gn nf renresaion carried out b? the South.
African and bantuetan police and.arm es. The state of egpggency
and repressive legislation, such an the Internal Security hat.
whi ch have been naintai ned. |egalise and encourage this canpaign:
of terror agai nst the people.
The ANC and Urkhonto we sizwe have a responsibility to defend the
peopl e against this terror. There can therefore be no question 01
a unilateral moratoriumor a suspension of the arned struggle in
a situation in which the violence of the apartheid syatem
conti nues unabated. The Pretoria regi me has an urgent
responsibility to take all the necessary neasures to end this
vi ol ence and thus create the situati on when the present
obligation on our part to act in defence.of the people, arnms in
hand, will tell away.
The NRC reaffirms the need for the continuation 01 mass polltica;
action to achieve the objectives contained in the resolution: of
the Conference for a-Denocratic Future and the Jenner? 8th
statement of the REC, to realise the intention of this Year at
Peopl e’'s Actien fer a Denpcratic South Africa.
The international comrunity inmposed sanctions agai nst South
Attica with the exprese purpose of ending the apartheid system
There can therefore be no justification fer-littinc these
sanctions at this etaee. The NRC strongly condems the position
taken by the British eevernneut on this ieeue.
These position: not only hinder the process |eedihg to the | poodg
[iquidation of the apartheid system but are a betrayal e:
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deci sions of the Europeen Conmunity and the UN General Assenbly.
to which the British government is petty, thet sanctions would
not be lifted until profound and irreVersi hl e changes had taken
"12:: in hanping Wth the ch:::ti?es :A'taiaod in the UH tF"
Declaration 5: south A rice. adapted unani nouaiy | aettnecenbet.
The. NEc therefore calla on.the :orthconing nlnieterlel-meeting of
the European Community to reject the cell 0: the Thatcher
government to lift sanctions and thus repulse its etterte to
weaken the international struggle to end the apartheid BYSt Om
The NRC reattlrmed that our countty’a problens can only be sol ved
when South Africa has been transformed into 3 nonprecie
denocracy. in which the fundanmental rights at all our peOple.
both bl ack and white. would be querenteed. It therefore cells on
all forces committed to this perspective further to consolidate
their unlty and continue to act together to advance towards the
connan goal

The struggl e continues. The people a victory over the apartheid
systemis assured.
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STATEMENT OF THE CENTRAL COWM TTEE

SQUTH AFRI CAN CONI NI UNI ST PARTY

February, 1990

The Central Conmittee (CC) of the South African Comruni st Party has nmet to consider the n

ew

chal | enges and opponunities facing our Pany. Forty years after banning us. the apartheid
regi me

has been forced to concede that it can never uproot comruni st organi sati on and conmuni st

i deas fromthe soil of South Africa Today our Party is enmerging frgmthe underground with
massi ve

prestige and popularity. The CCis fully aware of the weighty iesponsibilities this prest

i ge and

popul arity place upon our Party and upon each one of our mlitants.

Al t hough our Party has been unbanned. the illegitinate apartheid regine remains in power.
Hi ghly

repressive legislation remains on the South African statute books. Wde Klerk has inplene
nt ed

some inportant first steps, but his regine is conmitted to a brutal economc policy that
is anti-

wor ker. and indeed against the interests of the mgjority of South Africans. His policies

of privatisa-

tion, especially in the specihc conditions of entrenched racial oppression. are handing o

ver ever

greater chunks of our national wealth to a small circle of white capitalists.

Over the past year the regime. in collusion with the bosses. has | aunched a brutal oHens

ve agai nst

the organi sed working class. Al too often | abour relations are being conducted at gun-po
int.

In a period in which De Klerk has proclaimed his concern for negotiations, his governnent
has

been tinkering with the anti-worker Labour Relations Act w thout once consulting with the
pro-

gressive trade uni on novenent.

Preci sely because comuni sts espouse the inmmedi ate and long-terminterests of the working

peopl e. we have no doubt that, as our Pany energes fromillegality, conmunists wll renai
n

prime targets for all kinds of repression - legalised and infornmal. W shall not be deter
red. W

are determned to seize the tine, making creative use of the new opportunities, rising to
t he

new chal | enges.

A maj or objective of the conming nonths will be the building of a strong. |egal SACP roote
d anong

the wor ki ng masses of our people. A concerted campai gn of nobilisation and organi sati on w
ill

be undertaken, with its focus upon the tens of thousands of nmlitant workers and youth wh
o have,

over the |ast years, openly associated thenselves with the tradin ons and ideals of the S
outh Atrican

Conmuni st Party. To this end the SAC? is in the process of consulting our underground and
ot her structures, and we shall shortly be announcing a public SAC? | eadership core within
our

country. W shall also be despatching Cormuni st Party nenbers into the country to strengt
hen

this core as soon as possible.

Qur Party is determned to rally all those within our country who are genuinely comitted
to

a socialist future. Now, nore than ever, the place of all socialists is within the ranks
of the South

African Comuni st Party. in building a powerful, above-board Party let us avoid all forns
of sec-

tarianism elitismand dogmati sm Let us spread and deepen a liberating and denocratic so
cialist

culture within our country.

The Central Conmittee reaffirms the SACP S irmconmmitnent to our zevolutionary alliance

Zit:

the ANC. The new situation will present us with opportunities for creatively deepening an

d ex-

tending still further this alliance. A major task facing all Pany mlitants in the com ng
nonths wil |

be not only that of building our Party, but of assisting with the construction of a mass-



based ANC.

the | eading organi sation in our national |iberation struggle.

The CC whol eheartedly endorses the February 15th statenment of the PJC | ationai ornm nee,
and we comend the initiative to present, face-to-iace with De Klerk. those outstanding p
recon-

ditions that need to be inplenmented in orde: to create a negotiating climte.

LONG LI VE THE SBCP!

LONG LI VE THE SACP- ANC ALLI ANCE!

FORWARD TO A DEMOCRATI C VI CTORY END AN ADVRNCE TO SOCZRLI SNR



