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DELEGATES TO THE CONFERENCE
Austria 1 Africa

Ronania 5 S. A - 2-

Canada 5 Lusaka 2

GD. R 18 Cairo 11

U Ko 7 Botswana 1

Italy 1 Nigeria 1

Bul garia 42
USSR 22
(out of 30)

1 NEK 1 SACTU 1 SACP 1 WOMEN SECTARI AT 2 YOUTH



REPORT ON THE 1ST CONFERENCE ' OF ANC STUDENT

(MOSCOW 6- 10 August JZ)

Backgr ound

The conference has originally been planned as a Sumrer School ,
but owing to events linked with the SONETO aftermath and
ever-increasing outflow of young people from South Africa a

| arge proportion of whom students from Secondary and ?Hi gh
School s, the NEC of the ANC decided that the Situation required
AsOnet hing nere than Sumer School. By the end of My all

a: areas where there are ANC students had been informed by circul ar
to prepare and el ect delegates to attend the 1st Conference

of ANC students abroad.

Wth the selfless help pf the Soviet Komsonol, both the youth
and students Secretariat in Lusaka as well as South African
Students preparatory conmttee in Moscow, it was possible

to EurOpe and Canada, as well as del egates coning direetly
frominside South Africa.

Conf er ence.

Fol | owi ng a prestigi ous opening cerenony with nmessage from

V the Soviet Commttee of Youth Organisations, the_Soviet Afro
Asian Solidarity Conmttee, the Commttee of SOViet Wnen

and the Protector of Lumunba Friendship University, the

partici pants settled down to serious work in closed sessions.

A report on the |atest nmeeting of the ANC National Executive
Conmittee held in Lusaka at the end of July, 1977, acted as

a guiding spirit during the deliberatiohs and was reinforced

by papers presented on behalf of the NEC, and ANC Wnen' s Secti on,
SACTU, the SACP and Youth and Students Secretariat. Papers
were also circulated prepared by ANC units in Sweden and Canada.
The reports by hegds of all the delegations were followed with
keen igterest and becOre subject of lively, construct-ively
critical debates.

Del egates dealt with broad i ssues of strengthening the

organi sati onal nachi nery under direction of headquarters.
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Information on t he herioc strugggl e being waged by Bl ack people
zand students largely contributed to firmdeclarations from
del egates in support of the liberation struggle |led by the ANC,
solidarity with those have been inprisoned, tortured or
nmurdered in South Africa fascist jails;

Partici pants nade a pleagge to dedicate thenselves to the
struggl e of the oppressed South African nasses confronting
students and youth in their respective areas of residence.
Thanks to a generous contributionfromthe Canadi an del egati an
who brought solidarity T-Shirts for the del egates, a strong
feeling of identity and t Oget herness was generated throughout
t he conference.

This was particularly so when del egates participated in
Solidarity meetings organi sed by Soviet Youth (August 8th) and
Soviet Wnen's Conmmttee to comenorate August, 9th - South
Africa Wnen's Day.

The' prevailing atnosphere of serious and profound di scussion
reflected itself in the resolutions which were unani nously
adopted by the participants.

There si no doubt that the conference was tinely, fruitful and
a resoundi ng success. The foundation for a strong mlitant

, WANC students’ section has been laid

It now remains for. the two major interested parties i,e, the
eANC students and the NEC to play their respective roles in
the inplementation of the resolutions and recommendati ons of
the 1st Conference of ANC student Youth.

PREAMBLE

we, the Youth and students of the ANC (SA) realising the

abSol ute necessity for organising- ourselves for carrying

on the Policy of the ANCin the struggle for National 1. -1 ;
Li beration and sel f-determ nation of the people of South Africa
have assenbl e here in Mdscow on the occassion of the First
Conference of the ANC Youth and Students fromdifferent O
countries of Europe, Anerica and Afri ca.
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We neet at a nost crucial stage in the history of our struggle
wi th our people |ooked in nortal combat with the eneny and
di ppl ayi ng: herioc and unbarkabl edeterm nation in theface of
a B&distid and nurderous eneny. The sustained uprisings in
SONETO, Langa, Gugul et hu, Bont eheuvel, New Bri ght on, Ngoya and
t hroughout our land,.are a glorious indication that our peeple

will no longer stand the evils of the old order and prepared
[to fight until final victory is avhieved, whateever the
sacrifices;
Consci ous of the outstanding role of our revolutionery Youth
who have witten glorious new pages in the history of our
struggl e; conscious that "There comes a tinme in the life of a
nati on when there are only two choices to submt or fight"
we decl are.
a. Qur unswering loyalty to our organisation the ANC of
South Africa and its tried and trusted | eadership
b. reafirmour conplete support for the policy of our great
noverrent and its nobl e goals expressed in the hreedonv
Charter;
0. That we unreservedly place ourselves at the disposal of
the ANC and pl edge ourselves to be disciplined and
dedi cated revol utioneri es;
d. That we will strive to constantly rally our Youth whet her
at home or abroad to unite behind the ANC, and to be ever
vi gil ant against all renegades, splitters, opnortunists
in whatever formthey present thenselves, and all those
1who seek to spread the seed of discontent;
d. United behind the banner of the ANC and Urkhonto we Sizwe
we pl edge: ourselves to nove ever forward agai nst the eneny
sparing neither strength nore courage until we have won
our Freedom
I nt ernati onal Sugoort
The Soweto events crystalised the urgency for further advancing
the international solidarity canpaigns of the ANC agai nst the
raci st-fascist regime of John Vorster. The decision of the
Li sbon conference is a sign of the growi ng prestige and inter-
nati onal recognition of our nmovement.



the Sovi et Union.

We vigeurously condemrmm t he capitalist countrues for assisting

and mai ntaining the Vorster regime through investnments, trade

sal e of licences and the blueprints of armanents production

i ncl udi ng nucl ear technol ogy.

We pl edge our solidarity with the liberation struggle of the

peopl e’ s of Southern Africa in Zi nmbabwe, led by the Patriotic

Front, and in Nam bia |led by Swapo.

We suppnrt the struggle of the people of Chile and Pal esti ne

t (PLO

The successes of the people of Angola and M. zanbi que are of

the great significance to and have a direct bearing on our
Strug let It is therefore our firmconviction - that solida-

rity , being a two way street, is in the interest of our

peopl e and the anti-inperialist world.

Tasks of Students.

tional solidarity work, and therefore conmt ourselves to the

fulfilment of this duty. ’

We regard t he follow ng tasks as general outlines for the

fulfilment of our role as students of the ANC abroad;

Wthe aCCOTPl i shnent of our studiES; in service of our country

and people , vl. A ' anh

the propagation and popul ari sation of the strugg le of our

peopl e.

- To defend the ANC ,

To raise noral and neterial aid for our struggle.

To display appropriate discipline and behaviour as befitting

of anbassador of our people.
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- to ensure the influene an d inpact of the ANCis felt in al
areas of study.

| NTERNAL RESOLUTI ON

In view of the revolutionary role played by the students in our
country, and the difficulties they are faced with arising from
their insufficient know edge of our |iberation novenrent and a

| ack of clear political direction which makes them vul nerabl e
to political opportunists. W therefore suggest the foll ow ng
- the establishnent of close contact between ANC and students

i nside South Africa by creating one or two offices in one

of the neighbouring states which will dealsolely with student
matter, this will b help the spreadi ng of ANC propaganda,

policy and programe and interchange of information bet ween | "' GAH
ANC and students in South Africa. The meat inportant task
will be to guide and direct the students political activities ?

inside South Africa. it

- That the nobilization and organisation in rural areas should

be stepped up. . SW

- That we the ANC students abroad like all South Africans pledge M
solidarity with the Pretoria 12, Gooh street conrades and al

contrades who will be facing simlar charges ih our country.
We re-assure themour firmdetermnation to rescue them out
of the dungeons. . V

- W also pledge solidarity with our |eaders |ike Mandel a;

Moeki Sisulu and all others who w are |anguishihg in Vosters ;
jails. » "i » S7 1.,. .zv. a

- That the ANC abroad rejects with Cont enpt. the Bantustant policy
policy and the proposal of the so oalled Bophutatswana

i ndependence. W fully supnort the national canpaign agai nst
Boput hat swana i ndepend_ence.

- That we urge all students and South Africans vehenently

condemn and conpletely rejeot the bogus concept of independence
Sowet o whi ch desighed to isolate and danpen the revol utionary
entire South Africa.

- That we the ANC students abroad condemm the detentions banni ngs
torturing and nmurdering of our’ people by Voster agents.

- W condemm the expell ed rehe gadeS (8) whose propaganda is

used by the state in the proseoution of the Pretoria , 12.
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MOBI LI SATI ON OF STUDENTS

Thi s conference adopts the NEC report presented by conrade

Si ndi so and expresses hope that all the provisions in this

report are inplemented by the National ExeCutive.

The problem of nobilisation is to a |arge extent affected by

t he geographi cal location of one student sections. The geo-

graphical situation is a decisive factor as it determ nes the

conposition of the student section. In Socialist countries

we are concerned with students who are primarily ANC nenbers.

In capitalist countries we have to address oneselves to botht

ANC nenbers and non- ANC people. a .

But from whatever section one cones from our primary consi-

deration nust be firstly, to consolidate and unify outfiesis-

exi sting youth section and secondly, we nust work towards

drawing i n new people to join the ranks of the nDvenent.

?The achi evenent of both these objectives are totally dependent
on the level of political consciences of our cadres. The greater

the understanding of the political issues at stake in South

Africa and ANC s perspective of the struggle, the better the

chance of establishing and maintaining a determ ned; disciplined

and unified youth and student section. The continuous process

of educating ourselves requires every student section to regul a-

rly supplied with as nuch information as is possible - in

pafticul ar, present and past publications of the novenment (SACTU)

together with study group discthion papers that certain youth

and student sections have prepared. Attendance at educative

and political events like the next world youth festival in Cuba

nake an inmportant contribution tthhis end. A further suggestion

is that we should look into the possibility of a youth and

student bulletin, where all sections can contribute articles

on their problens, experiences, success and politicalissues

i ssues affecting the youth. This facility allows for the

sharing of experiences and provide a useful platformfor the

to express their views.

The successful co-ordination and direction of youth activities

i s heavily dependent on good two two way communi cation, between
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bet ween the youth secretariat end all youth and student
sections. To ensure the consistent and mai ntenance of

conmuuni oation requires the establishnment of formal procedures
and structures. Besides having a person,who has overal
responsibility for the youth and studentsection, we would

like to suggest that the aforenmentioned structures are

per manent maki ng for regul ar contact between the various
student sections and the Youth Secretariat. This structures
will take responsibility for sending our all necccesary
directives t o the various Youth and Students sections,

and generally servicing the various sections with information
advi ce, requests, crtioismand so on.

The nobilisation of youth students in capitalist co ntries
posesToertai n special problens in that they have an added task
of nobilising peOpl e who are not ANC supporters. It has been
noted, that study classes open to all interested South
Africans, provides a useful introduction to the . ANC ahd its
policies for there perspective supporters. It is imnportant

al so, to make the ANC presence felt, in these countries by
initiation canpai gns and denonstrations agai nst the raci st
regime in the hope that this will attract those S. Africans
who have not as yet committed thensel ves to the struggle.

The whol e question of nilitary training, has to be | ooked into
seriously, for it is a request that is being nade by the
yout h, who have recently left the country and others. The
guestion is inportant not only"because it affects the struggle
in general, but, nore specially, it can nmake the difference
bet ween peopl e being nobilised into the novenent or drifting
away fromit.

There are certain things that can be done to ensure the well
bei ng and comm tment of the youth section e.g. whenever possible
our students should be called upon to contribute to certain
projects. This kind of involvenent will give conrades a
feeling of belonging and responsibility. Simarly the suggestion
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Simlarly the suggestion that conrades should donate a,
portion of their stipend for the benefit of the nmovenent

is an excellent idea that undoubtedly shows comm tnent and
seriousness bf intent in the fight for the seizure of power.

O great inportance also, is that, we nust do everything tov
ensure that we maintain our identity. W cannot expect
conmitment from people who are unable to identify themsel ves
"with culture and traditions aof South Africa. It is within
this context that we see the inportance of holding informative
cultural events on South Africa's art, literature, nust and

so on.

In conclusion, we would like to say that, given the role of the
students and youth in the uprisings at home, it is inperative’
that our student section nmake serious attenpts to forge |inks
with there group at home. W believe that simlar |inks need
to be forged and nmmintained with the arned wi ng of the ANC
Mchonto we Sizwe for, it is the youth and students who can
expect to be nust be oalled upon to swell the ranks of our
armed wing, t he people liberation army, Mhonto we Sizwe.

We nust endevour to build a greater bonds of unity with

synpat heti c organisations and all progressive forces.

Amand| a!

Maetl al , |

Power | " i
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