
section 1

1) HOW to deal With the "offer˜you˜can’t ˜ refuse"?there are

- obviously three options- refuse anï¬\2021fece the consequences,
or accept and turn traitor , or accept in.the hgpe of being
able to escape .An.importent facor is clearly the level.oÂ£
political consciousness and commitment of the comrade coÃ©

ngern; Let us assume that the second option.is not likely

to be taken.Should a comrade then try anï¬\201 save his life’in

the hope of being able to escape or should he face the con
â\200\231wsequences of his commitment ?
’

The circumstances of each case Will obvious1y play a role,

but it_should be borne in mind that the chances of avoiding

compromise are slim and of escape not much.better Â«Comrades

should be prepared for the possibility of the "offerï¬\202’onâ\200\230
capture 1 and be aware than it unlikeiy that a Ã©yical eCCW
eptance of it Will be viable .

’

,

ii)ï¬\202OW to deal With the "turned" comrade Who comes back? Here

the central issue is whether the comrade is genuine or is
_still working for the Enemyâ\200\230, beeiÃ©es the Other question of
Whehter he should be punishÃ©d ï¬\201or the comrades set up and the

’ information given to the enemyut is inevitable that he Will

have done bath) .It is difficult to be very dogmatic a if one
can save oneâ\200\230s life with the prospect of also later saving:

one’s honour by escaping , this would be harsh to condemn a
But each case andâ\200\231comrade Will be
different so that tregï¬\201m
ment on.merit would seem.the best approach g efpecially if

the comrade has great value to the movament . n this way also

more comrades Will be encouraged to escape .

4

’

’

iii) Protection against "turned" comxadesr˜ZAï¬\202LA*s response Was
â\200\230to constantly change their security procedures and improve -

them , developing ever more complex question and answer pro˜
cedures and methoÃ©s of making contact g Clearly the more ofd
ten these precedures are changedâ\200\230the better .,. .

Reid Daly tells of sevefal oceagsions When Selous Scouts ,
â\200\231infiltratea in guerril1a groups , would leave the group on the

the pretext of going to relieve themselves , Wh1le in reality

301ng off to radio the position of the group .Such tactics â\200\234*1â\200\235 hâ\200
\230



watched and no stranger allOWed time on his 0Wn a

â\200\231
Anotherrmethod used b3 the Selous Scouts Wag to make con,

1

’

tact With ZIPRA or ZAHLA (normally ZIPRA) by pretending t0 be
from the other movement.

.1
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j striking distance of Lhe border .
Â¢ bases being too compact# . Transit camps , and even training

.

.

bases , should be widely spread out and difficult to pick out

from she air.

â\200\234

’

â\200\230- perscnnel bÃ©ing unarmeÃ© . In places liable to be attacked a
high.proportion of fhe occupants should be axmed . Thisâ\200\230not
only deters attack but also keeps 303319 high .

4

Â«the question of rear base security is highlighted even.more when

one looks at the ca3ualï¬\201y statistics in the Z1moambve struggz˜1e .

Far more CO3
ï¬\201Ã©s were killeo in Zambia and!033mb1que than in
Zimbat3xve 1t;elf . During 1976 for example the Selous Scouts ’
alone killed 7976 men in external 331d3 while less than 350 were

killed by all the SFS insiï¬\201e Zimbambwe .a ratio of more than 3:1 .

From 1976 onwards the ratio was very likely even higher as more

and.more external raids were launcheÃ© Â§

She usÃ© of civilians in neighbouring countries by the enemy _
*IS AH IQPORTAâ\200\231â\200\235 ?HRFATAEO THESESUriWy Of boï¬\201h civilian and miliÂ«
tary personnel and installatians . The AWC shguld in an organiq
39d and thorough.manner monitor as much as possible the activiw
ties and movements of South Africans especially whites 5 not cannecteÃ©*
to the ASS , in neighbouring countries ._The Selous Scouts used
men.posing as businessmÃ©n or tourists to reconnoiï¬\201re ZAPU camps
, and the South.Africans
â\200\230
Standand of trainirv of guerr11133 â\200\2300 Here , as ekÃ©there,

and residences in.Botswana and Zambia
are unaoubtaax3 very active as well .

’

one has ta evaluate Reid Dalyâ\200\230 3 opinions with the necessary care ,
but without doubt the level of military training of the guerri˜
1133 who fought in Rhodesia , especially those of ZAWLA , was
far inferior to tha% of Sis 3 Obviously in any popular armed strum
gglee this will be the case , but in the early stages in partiu
cular it is not good- policy to suffer serious military defeats
through having poorly trained cadres at.the front . It affects
the morale of both the fighï¬\201ers and the peeple .

’

3â\200\230

CONCLUSION
Tue most important issues raised by Reid Daly inSelous Scouts
˜Top Secret War " , in as far 33 they offer 1933333 to be’lca1ï¬\202nt
in conduct cf guerr11la warfare i have been analysed aDOVG 9
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As the group contacted would not be familiar with the Se˜v
curity procedures of the rival movemnt , infiltrating! was
easy . It.ie thus important in the.ceee of the AHC ï¬\201e knew
as much.es posEible about the security and structure for
example of the PAC otherwise we can be easily infilyrated by
the enemy agenie claiming to be PAC and wanting to collaborete
with or to join us .

OTHER ISSUES RAISED IN THE BOOK

Reid Daly , although a â\200\234professional soldierâ\200\234 whose gebâ\200\230w
â\200\230was to carry out orï¬\201ers g talks a considerable amount abeu3_his
opinion.of the people running the war and the way they were do
7
˜ing 1t , comparing it to the way the 831tish eperated lï¬\202EeleEye 0
He was all in favour ofâ\200\230e centralieed security forces oomï¬\202aï¬\202d
and also a gpoyÃ©ineted neï¬\201iqggl effort on all levelÂ§r˜ military,

â\200\230 civilian , propaganda , psychological war "hearts and minÃ©gâ\200\234 ,
% diplomacy etceThis waÃ© not done in Rhodesia , much to his Elsa

gust . He was also in favour of external raids very early on in
â\200\231the war , but was not ellewed . The South African regime hEs oE˜
vicelJ learned much from Zimbembwe war E

.

˜

As much.of ï¬\201he book is about Selene Scoutsâ\200\230 external opew

erations , several important 1seues are raised about the
Ã©ecurity of movement personnel in neighbouringwcountriea 5
Selene Scouts successes in kidnapping civilian.pereonnelt,

K

for exegple , or attacking the1r homes , were possible bcause

of31

;

Â¢ comrades keeping reguleE hours and not eang1nb movements

and travel routes

a residences not having guards at night ,nor dogs

a comrades talking too freely especially when plied with drink

A eefiee ef top priority assassination attempts were lau˜
nched against Joshua Nkomo for example , but he never use& the

same route on successive occations and always elepï¬\201 the night

at the house where he was V1si+ing , so that it was impos ei-
â\200\231ble to set up an attack .

â\200\230

Rhodesian attacks on camps in Zambia and 33ozembique were

also made easierâ\200\230by :
a bases

’

.



,

being too close no tbe border . The lesson is thEt-beeee

.eepecielly large training Eases { should not be e1ted within

 



thyggÂ»Â§Wâ\200\23113

 1 SELOUS scones - TOP SECRET WAR

BY: ROW

11D 311:1

.1A QRETICAL 113111.113:i:e_w

â\200\235TOP SECRET WAR" is a history of the Selene Scout reqiment of
Rhodesia , by its cem3ander , Ron.Reid Dely. At the same time-

it ie a history of the armed liberation struggle frem.the po˜7
inï¬\201 of view of the Rhodesian Armed Forces , of which the Sel˜
cue Scouts were one of the meet important if not’,
meet important element .

â\200\230.ggg

Up until the end of 1972 , the

Security Forces (SF) of

the Smith regime had encountered little d15fÂ£Ã©uety in dealing
with the threat ï¬\201oeed by the armed actions of the liberation
movement . This was due to the teetice adapted by the guerrill

Â«as which were semi˜conventionel - infiltration across the beÂ»
rder from their rear bases in Zembieâ\200\224,â\200\231ermed actions against
selected targets and then attempted wiehdrewal back across the
border . There was little attempt ï¬\201e pelificise the messes so

as to be able to melt evey inmo the local pepulacion to eve5.d
SF detection , end as a reeult heavy losses were suffered and

litele advance made 1 In addition the informer 1111111 of the

SFe was not seriously challenged so that avoiding detection w

Â«as extremely difficult o

On the 21st of December 1972 , e settle: homestead an â\200\234A1-
tene Farm" in the Centenary district was ettacked by ZAWLA fen
rcee . The "fellOW’up" operation , code naaeï¬\202 "Operation HurrÂ»
icene".by the SFs , wee deetiheÃ© never to be concluded , becep

use for the first time in the war the attackers hea Ã©ieeppeeru

ed without trace . They had not attempted to get back to hhze˜

mbique, but had simply melted into the local population .

â\200\234Operation Hurricehe â\200\235 , in the words of Reid Dely , was to p-
rove "Rhodesieâ\200\230e own wind of change " ˜ the character ef the
war had changed.completely end the Â£119.01 the Smith regime
wee already sealed 0

H

The ZANLA guerrillas had become "fish.in waterâ\200\234 with the

active support of the population , beeing themselves permaneu
ntly within the country ,
reeupply networks end completely neutralising the SFSâ\200\230 net-

establishing intricate support end_

werh of informers . This letter fecï¬\201er was the most decisive ,

as simple tracking and patrolling exercises by the SFe were t



˜otelly ineaequete to contain ZAWLAâ\200\231e tremendou1y rapid eemÃ©.
ence . Some means 01 localieing the guerr5llee wee neeeeeehy o

Ae General Wells put 1t 10 Reid Dal; when he briefee h1m , 



â\200\234â\200\230mnÂ» .le.vhawrÂ»ru .
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terrorists" were â\200\234real terrorists",wee to have up˜to˜date infoÂ«7
rmation from captured guerrillas , and also to have real guer˜

rillae turn trait or and work in the "pseudo" groups , to preee˜

at a genuine front and kill or capture their former comrades .,

while one should evaluate Reid.Daly’e claims in the light’;

of whom they come from .11 seems true to say that it 11.1 far
easier to "burn" guerrillas , both ZAHLA end ZIPRA , then it

would be thought possible 0

The normal procedure was as follows :

.

f u treat the captured guerrilla well, giving him.the beet medu’

icel treatment available if wounded a no threats ,beet1ngee

or torture

-2 e make him.the "ofor ˜heâ\200\224thÂ«(refueeigï¬\201 pe1ht1ngweutâ\200\230˜te

,
on the one hand ,rh1gahehweolleb011tï¬\201dn 1

fzï¬\202mv;
L

’
â\200\234M

1

1

˜51’Lâ\200\2301eijâ\200\230ng111111" â\200\230/

.3@3/

Mrawhwthaeowhwandwerum/Iieï¬\202bllâ\200\231 by/Lhang-Q1L: 11111001 â\200\231

the other hand he could not only save his lifeÃ©kbuhhgÂ§01d59

all the hardships in the bush , fight in an elite regiment,

earn a 11111; large eelÃ©ry , have his family looked after

and protected and be forgiven unconditionally all past

actions

3’- as soon as possible the â\200\234turnÃ©dâ\200\235 guerrilla had to set up his

former comrades so as to become , hopefully irrevocably co˜

’mpromieed

Reid Dely tells in detail of numerous cases of "terroristsâ\200\234 hen
ing turnedâ\200\234, dwelling especially on the cases of Detach1ent and

â\200\234Sector1al Commanders. Hewever , during the course of en e1ght

year long wer.he mentions no more than three or four of the la



utter , indicating that the incidence was not that high .In edm

dition . the Selene Scouts were obliged periodically to launch

recruiting campaigns , so one can deduce that not so many gae˜.
rrillae were "turned â\200\235 as they would have
one believe . thÂ» â\200\230
ever, the apparent case with which this was achieved is surpri

Reidmy also re ates Cases of "turned" guerrillas who la˜

Â«sing and in.many cases happened out 1n the bush., during an
Operation .WEA 51Â¢ Cd (1/171, Wâ\202¬ biï¬\202ily 712473341! 750 â\200\230WNâ\200\231((0
140; pâ\200\23112:?iâ\200\235
â\200\231â\200\235
ter succeeded in escaping back to ZAELA , For example one SectÂ»
ion Commander escaped back to’hozembique-end after a brief spell
in detention returned to fight at the_front ; One suspects thet

there.muet have been.10re Cages then those_related in the book.

Returning to the queetiohepoeed 1% the beginning of this
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While the nature of t::e war in Zimbdhï¬\201e was very different in
most respects to the present phase of the struggle in South
Africa , in several appects , ï¬\201ealt with in detail in this ana˜
lysis , the lessons to be learnt are rÃ©levant . We should notz
thenywell when stÃ©ying and planning the e@9@HL}QnLam&development

{of our own straggle .

’

.â\200\230Hâ\200\230mmmmâ\200\230jmm

t0.
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â\200\235.6â\200\235

of his beck˜up - h1s system.of communication , in/exfiltration
and resupply.. Not only does a badly run system reduce his
military effectiveness , but also lowers his morale and allows
the enemy to play on this , encouragingassertion (see below).e

THE P30311235 OF 00212131223 iBEIâ\200\230I-EQ "1131111311"

This issue is central to the book and by extension to the

â\200\235war itself and to all revolutionary struggles . Without 1nte11˜ I
igeï¬\201ce the enemy cannot operate 3 to get intelligence it is ne˜
cessery to ihfiltrate the revolutionary movement ; to ihfiltrs˜
te it is necessexy to break the movement 8 protective security,
and to do this it is necess sry to "turn" cadres to work for the
enemy while continuing to pretend to work within the movement .

Here three aspects present themselves :

1)How does a comrade captured by the enemy ï¬\201eal w1th.the "offer

he can’t refuse" , to turn traitor and work for the enemyA37*/ibï¬\201 f

ii)How does a.movement deals with s comrade who after "turningâ\200\234 ,

˜

’

."turns" again back to the mevement ?

’_iii)HOW’does the movement protect 1tself against "turnedâ\200\234 cemrw
’
ades and detect them ?
Before dealing with these questions from the point of view

f
, of the revelationery movement , ans as a background to’them , the

"

’

informstien.presented by Reid â\200\234sly Will be analysed .

As has already been exp1ained , the RhOdesien SFs faced the
problem in the areas infiltrated by ZAHLA in particular , of knâ\200\224
â\200\234"owing the whereabouts of the guerrillas . They therefore adopt -
ed the tactic of infiltrating the rural pepulation,, masquersÃ©u
1mg as guerrillas , to Agather intelligence and to make contact
W1th the guerrillas . Initially this was ts.msks
groups made up of men drawn from the existing 8?; personnel 0
However , ZANLA quickly realised what was going on ens took co˜
hunter’measurss , notably in the term of questions which had to
7be asked of any unfamiliar comrade to check his real iaentity
’and set procedures to be followed when initiating or respondÂ»
lug to a contact between.one group of guerrillas and another .
As these security procedures , as well as the methods of

done with

_

opersting , tactics , slogans , etc ,were constantly changing ,
the only way to successfully infiltrate the guerrilla groups and
the rural populstion , ige. convince them that the "pseudo"

rep: â\200\230Idâ\200\231a
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on the need to form the Selous Scouts ˜ "... things are not ge-
ing Well for us in the operational area ... end, the way the
Portuguese ere hendling things in Wazemhique is likely to make
it even Werse for us 0 It is vital we gather effective intellÃ©
igence on the terrorists Which Will enable us
to kill them...
Special Breach are simply not capable of giving ï¬\201e this intell˜.-
igence on their own . It is no use , at this hotteÃ©aup stage of
Ithe war , kWOWing Where the terror1ete were yesterday , or Where
they might be tomorrth..t1me is not on eur side... We must 1eÂ»
ern Where they are new...thie very inetent...eo we can start hi-
111115; them and get the upter imadâ\200\231le have the means to 11,111 theâ\200\224
m.e.the Security Forces , but not the means to find them:."
Reid Dely was tasked toâ\200\230form a â\200\234special regiment for pseudo work",
â\200\234pseudo workâ\200\235 meaning pretending to he guerrillas to infiltrate
the local population enÃ© the guerrilla netWerk o
’
trainees in 1973 , put it as follows :" We have all, I believe
exper1enced the frustreting difficulties in getti g 1nformet1˜
on 1rom the local tribeemen,Whe have been subverted by the tea
rrorists. NOW We have ctiecovered a neW’method of getting infoÂ»
rmation from the subverted tribespeogle ... end you are the men
Who are going to get that information. You Will 1
’ 11 not be˜
ceme , as you had believea , the army trackers ... you W111
pretend to beZAWLA.or ZIPRA terrorists and infiltrate the pew
puletibn ... end you’Will try to edge your way into the actuaâ\200\224
l terrorist groups themselves â\200\231;1â\200\235

Reid Dely on briefing the first group of Seloue Scouts

â\200\230

I

Thus the Selene Scouts were fermed in 1973 With the follo˜

Wing aims :w

to masquerade as guerrillas in order to :

â\200\234locate the reel guerrillas aha have them.killed by the SFe
ngether intelligence from the pepulation end guerrillas on

guerrilla structures , netWerLe , contact people and key
cadres o

"

’

˜0reate oon1ueion end mistruet Within the guerrillaarmies in
I the fieldto disrupt their activities.

 

From 1973 until 1976 the Selene Scouts concentrated anwa-

et exclusively on this internal "peeuÃ©oâ\200\234-werk but gradually hen
gen to turn increasingly to attacks on guerrilla rear bases in



â\200\231emongst the population and to sensibilize and gain their suppo˜

rt .jThe armed groups ehich then followed were based permanently

in the area , centinuing the.politicel work, an importeht 1.1;

’

element of which.wes the neutralising of the SFe informer network.
According to Reid Dely the eurest way of judging the degree of

â\200\234Subvereionâ\200\235 of the local population by ZARLA , was by noting the
extent to which the intelligence sources of the SFeiâ\200\234dried upâ\200\235.’

Thus ZARLA put into _;.

,; practice the â\200\234fish in water" priÂ»

nciple to e1cellent effect . On the other hand ZIPRAII:es still uei

ng seatinconventienel hitÂ«ehd˜run tactics , eitizeut much political

week ??gtnOt having anywhere to hide. 0n the contrary the SF infâ\200\234

, ormers their whereabouts immediately , end it was relatively easy

â\200\230to mount folloeeup operations and ley embashes.

Thus . the impertent lesson to be learnt ie that e revolutionÂ»

ery armed etrugg1e cannot eucceed unless it is waged by peliticelly

trained fighters who gain the active politicaland hence materiel
support of the peopleshggzhrÃ©/ï¬\201hie/teiliveteï¬\202hhghï¬\201dï¬\201ï¬\201emI. The e
uwâ\200\230

â\200\230 pport of the peeple also ensures that informeIe are detected and e

â\200\230 eliminated , preteetingthe security of the freedom fightere .

f QEE QUEER LEA AS A POLITICRL ROBILIZER

Part and pexcel of the concept of the guerrilla as e "fieh in

˜waterâ\200\234 is the necessity for him to be politically trained . A

militariet epproech to revolutienery armed struggle leads , as it
â\200\235did for example in the case of ZIPRA (according to Dely) to an ove-
freliance on controls of the population by fear and threats and not

political persuasion. It also leads to padres in the field not ees˜
. umihg properly their responsibility to serve as moral and political

exemplee and committing acts of indieeipline which prejudice the

struggle in the eyes of the masses 9

THE IRPORTAHCE OF GOOD SYSTERS OP CORRURICATION ; IRFILTRATION ,
EXPILâ\200\231YRAEâ\200\230IO}! 11m RESUPPLY

w

˜

â\200\230The problem of cemmunicetione between.guerrillla groups in
the field is not one which eesii is easily eelved . For lack of
raeiOL , guerrcille groups in Zimbabwe communicated by letter and
1else Rept extensive ertten diaries and files of vital information.
-ThÂ¢ISR10uS Seoute’ favourite method of infiltrating guerrilla grÂ»

I
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oups was to forge introductory letters 0 They also had as a pre
ime objective in any attack the capture of documents , especismâ\200\231

11y relating to security proceï¬\202ures and names of contactpeople .
Later-on,.ZAHLA.msde use more snd.mere
"mujibss" . Securityutight communications are an important fee˜

of messengers , 0r

tor therefore , as intetugroup contacts and coordination are

insespensible .

.

â\200\230As important , are good in/exfiltratien routes and syst˜

ems . Reid Daly_, despite his ties , does not_deny that he ed˜

mirea ZANLA’s capacity inâ\200\230this respect and compares ZANLA very .

favourably to ZIPRA 3 ZAHLA built up pisnstakingly , in all its
areas of action , a complex chain of contests.stretehing from

the front right back to its rear bases in Hezambique c in this.â\200\230

way ZAKLA high command was assured of a constant sueply of inf˜

ormstion from the front while the commanders in the field coula
be sent instructiens and personnel ’could be withdrawn and new

sly trainee comrades infiltrateï¬\201 .

A draghsck was the relative inflexibility of such a system ,

wnieh.meant that it tees time for new instructions to filter thÂ»

rough to the front ; e.ge new security measures to thwart_8elo˜

us Scouts infiltration Q But , although the Selous Scouts took
of the relative inflexibility , it
â\200\235What advantage they could
is clear throughout the book that ZANLA succeeded in reducing

this inflexibility to s minimum and the Selous Scouts onsmany
occasions founï¬\201 themselves out out by changes and improvements
in 2mm security and ma their abilities stretched toâ\200\230the lim˜
it most of the time.

-

.ZIPRA , on the other hand , again according to Reid ï¬\201ely â\200\231

not only had far less efficient systems of in/exfiltration but

were also much slower in changing and improving them , this be˜

ing of course a direct result of their inefficiency’Â¢ Thus ZIBRA
were both easier to infiltrate end else to detect and eliminate
end it was easier to disrupt their systems .

The question of resupply

of arms and ammunition is also

linked to the_ehoveâ\200\231. Dsly talks on several occasions of probl˜
eggs suffered by ZIPRA inbeing resupplied and the morale probl-



ems this caused , besides reducing the effectiveness of the ZIÃ©
PEA war effort ,

A

It is thus important_te note that the effectiveness of s

guerrilla fighter also depends consiÃ©ersbly on the effestiveness

O

 

 

 

 


