
  

Page 6 Zzlflw 
  

     

  

" THE CITIZEN 
'COMMENT 

mergency 
LIFTING the state of emergency, like the re- 
lease of Nelson Mandela, the jailed African 
National Congress leader, is an insistent de- 
mand made by the radicals — and echoed by 
overseas governments. 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, in his talks with 
President George Bush last week, asked Mr 
Bush to put a quid pro quo on the visit of Mr 
F W de Klerk, the National Party leader, to 
‘Washington, by tying the visit to the lifting of 
the emergency. 

We suppose an emergency that has been in 
force for three years is somewhat long, but 
not in comparison with Zimbabwe’s emer- 
gency, which was imposed 23 years ago. 

A rather ambiguous statement by the Minister 
of Information, Dr Stoffel van der Merwe, 
that “the government is in the process of con- 
sidering whether it is advisable or justifiable 
to_ lift or reinstate the state of emergency” 
was seized upon by some newspapers as an 
indication that the government was, in fact, 
going to lift the emergency. 

Dr Van der Merwe has had to issue a state- 

  

ment saying that the speculation is “prema- | 
ture”. 

The national state of emergency was imposed i 
on June 12, 1986, after a partial emergency | 
had been imposed in some districts and sub- 
sequently lifted. 

‘We do not doubt for a moment that the emer- 
gency was absolutely necessary. 

It ended the township violence in which the 
homes of policemen and other “collabora- 
tors” of the “system” were set on fire, 
schools were damaged, people’s courts were 
set up and suspected “informers” were neck- 
laced. 3 

The image of a country in flames, suggested 
night after night on overseas television 

screens, plus ugly shots of counter-violence 

by the security forces, gave South Africa its 
worst pasting. 

This, in turn, encouraged the radicals to be- 
lieve that “liberation” was around the cor- 

ner, with the result that they increased the 

violence. 
The wonder was not that the government de- 

clared an emergency, but that it hesitated so 
long before it imposed it. 

As a result, when it did introduce severe 

clamps, it had a tough battle to restore 
peace. 

Nevertheless, the false perception of a country 

about to be taken over by revolutionary 
forces has been dissipated and it is now ac- 
knowledged that there is no chance of the 
government being overthrown by force. 

The emergency, in fact, has brought peace, 
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except in Natal townships, where there is a 
struggle for power between the ANC-UDF 
and Inkatha. 

The radicals and their supporters have told us 
often enough that it is only a surface peace — 
that township resistance to the “system” has 
simply been driven underground. 

At the same time government spokesmen like 
Dr Van der Merwe stress that the revolution- 
Sll-y potential or climate for violence is still 

ere. 

Most people would like to see the emergency 
lifted provided this does not lead to another 
bout of unrest that results in necklacings, 
burnings and destruction of schools and 
property. 

Only the government and its security forces 
can judge whether the time is ripe to lift the 
emergency. 

One major factor the government will have to 
bear in mind is the election. 

Lifting the emergency now might be seen as 
weakness — and cost the National Party 
votes, particularly if there is a flare-up in un- 
-rest. 

The Minister of Law and Order, Mr Adriaan 
Vlok, told Parliament last week that the 

' ANC, UDF, Cosatu and other organisations 
. would do everything in their power to disrupt 
i the election because a peaceful and demo- 
. cratic election for S-million people did not fit 
- in with their plans for South Africa. 
¢ “Intimidation, threats and unrest will come 
“.as sure as we are sitting here.” he said. 
On balance, we do not think the government 

will lift the emergency. However, this does 
not stop it from easing restrictions where 
possible, including curbs on the Press. 
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Busti to put a quid pro quo on the visit of Mr 
F W de Klerk, the National Party leader, to 
Washington, by tying the visit to the lifting of 

. the emergency. 
‘We suppose an emergency that has been in 
force for three years is somewhat long, but 
not in comparison with Zimbabwe’s emer- 
gency, which was imposed 23 years ago. 
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of Information, Dr Stoffel van der Merwe, 
that “the government is in the process of con- 
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to lift or reinstate the state of emergency” 
was seized upon by some newspapers as an 
indication that the government was, in fact, 
going to lift the emergency. 7 

Dr Van der Merwe has had to issue a state- 
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on June 12, 1986, after a partial emergency 
had been imposed in some districts and sub- 
sequently lifted. 

We do not doubt for a moment that the emer- 
gency was absolutely necessary. 

It ended the township violence in which the. 
homes of policemen and other “collabora- 
tors” of the “system” were set on fire, 
schools were damaged, people’s courts were 
set up and suspected “informers” were neck- 
laced. 2 

The image of a country in flames, suggested 
night after night on overseas television | 
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worst pasting. 

This, in turn, encouraged the radicals to be- 
lieve that “liberation” was around the cor- 
ner, with the result that they increased the 
violence, 

The wonder was not that the government de- 
clared an emergency, but that it hesitated so 
long before it imposed it. 

As a result, when it did introduce severe 
clamps, it had a tough battle to restore 
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Nevertheless, the Ifalse perception of a country 
about to be taken over by revolutionary 
forces has been dissipated and it is now ac- 
knowledged that there is no chance of the 
government being overthrown by force. 

The emergency, in fact, has brought peace, 
except in Natal townships, where there is a 
struggle for power between the ANC-UDF 
and Inkatha. 

The radicals and their supporters have told us 
often enough that it is only a surface peace — 
that township resistance to the “system” has 
simply been driven underground. 

At the same time government spokesmen like 
Dr Van der Merwe stress that the revolution- 
ary potential or climate for violence is still 
there. : 

Most people would like to see the emergency 
lifted provided this does not lead to another 
bout of unrest that results in necklacings, 
burnings and destruction of schools and 
property. 

Only the government and its security forces 
can judge whether the time is ripe to lift the 
emergency. 

One major factor the government will have to 
bear in mind is the election. 

Lifting the emergency now might be seen as 
weakness — and cost the National Party 
votes, particularly if there is a flare-up in un- 
rest. - 

The Minister of Law and Order, Mr Adriaan 
Viok, told Parliament last week that the 
ANC, UDF, Cosatu and other organisations 
would do everything in their power to disrupt 

© the election because a peaceful and demo- 
- cratic election for 5-million people did not fit 
. in with their plans for South Africa. 

“Intimidation, threats and unrest will come 
" as sure as we are sitting here.” he said. 
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not stop it from easing restrictions where 
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UMSA suspends 
- Q2= ag‘ vy 

forum mel 
: population’s consent. 

seen - by * 

MEMBERS of  the 
United Municipalities 
of  South Africa 
(UMSA) who held ex- 
ecutive positions with 
the National Forum 
have been' suspended 
from all UMSA activi- 
ties. 
The motion was passed 

at a UMSA meeting at 
Khutsong township near 
Carlctonville. ~ 

In_ a statement, the 
oresident of UMSA, Mr S 

  

i Baya, said the National 
Forum was 

UMSA and the majority 
of Blacks as “yet another 
wagon pulling Blacks into 
politics of coercion.” 

He said UMSA disasso- 
ciated itself with the Nat- 
ional Forum or any com- 
mittee which did not in- 
volve the entire Black 

“UMSA  congratulates 
the leader of the NP, Mr 
F W de Klerk, in express- 
ing his desire to negotiate 
with all political groups. 
This * attitude has indi- 
cated to UMSA that Mr F 
W de Klerk is moving 
away from the politics of 
compulsion.”™ 
  

i 

“itical ~ organisations, 

    

   
Mr Boya said if . the 

National Party was sin- 
cere about negotiations, it 
should lift the state of | 
emergency, unban all pol- 

re-! 
lease all political ~pris- 
oners, remove all restric- 
tions on freed detainees 
and create “a climate con- 
ducive for pcacefiul fego- 

. 
meeting  of 

UMSA would be held 
within 21 days to discuss 
the future of the sus- 
pended members. 
Sapa. 

  
 



VER SINCE the judges of 
the Supreme Court have 
taken to visiting detainees, 
the prisoners seem to have 

stopped killing themselves by 
slipping on bars of soap, or fling- 
ing themselves from high places, 
or falling on chairs. 

This curious phenomenon helps to 
explain why many South Africans 
retain faith in the higher levels of the 
judiciary, even when they are con- 
vinced that all other arlgarls of gov- 
ernment are ineffectual. 

Perhaps at this point I should has- 
ten to say that I am not talking about 
the police whose role has lately been 
a matter of furious dispute. This is a 

litical commentary, probably un- 
m to be read by policemen or child- 
ren between the ages of two and 12, 
and it deals with the failure of the 
Cabinet to govern effectively. 

Naturally, there will be some ref- 
erence to various agencies of gov- 
ernment — call them Vlok’s Falcons, 
if you have a romantic turn of mind, 
or PeeWee's Parrots, or De Klerk’s 
Cuckoos — but the comment is di- 
rected at the people who control 
t!;'e{n, not at mere dumb apparat- 
chiks. 

I begin with the detainees because 
they demonstrate so clearly what 
happens when a government ceases 
to govern in such a manner that jus- 
tice is seen to be done. The judges are 
still seen to be effective; others are 
not. 
‘When Neil Aggett was in_deten- 

tion, two magistrates and an Inspec- 
tor of Detainees tried to see him and 
were told he was “not available” on 
the date on which, three weeks later, 
he alleged he had been tortured. 

Then again, Mr Justice James, 
Judge President of Natal, ac}mitting 
four policemen on charges of i   Joseph Mdludli in detention, sals 
medical evidence cast “grave doubts 
on the evidence of the policemen” 
that he had fallen against a chair. 
The judfe said the matter should 

not be left in that unsatisfactory 
state, but the Attorney-General of 

: R 
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Natal could not put together “even a 
prima facie case,” and there the 
matter still lies. 

No country is perfect. One or two 
such cases may occur in any society, 
but SA has had scores: Steve Biko, 
Looksmart Ngudle, Aggett, even an 
unnamed man who died in the Carle- 
tonville cells of undisclosed causes, 
and whose widow received from gov- 
ernment an ex gratia it of RS. 
Biko’s killing remains a judicial 
mystery, but his family was paid 

h more. 
m!i'ehesreno things have given SA a cer- 
ta& rep:m.lon. It ha;‘rleached the 
stage when even ul sex com- 

st FR e raise a cheap lau; sa a 
£ 0 g‘:f to SA mhopathlc thug wi 

me the Minister of Justice. 
This country’s name is a metaphor 

for evil. Pik Botha and his diplomats 
f.lgh , as a result, against very heavy 

ds. So does the Reserve Bank, 
which is having trouble these days 
meeting its own targets. The odds in 
dealing with the outside world are so 
heavy that half the country’s best 
businessmen have left, or are 
thinking of it. 

The failure of the criminal justice 
system to protect prisoners, or at 

least to exfllla‘;in in convincing terms 
the astonishing sequence of deaths in 
detention that preceded personal 
supervision by the judges, has also 
done great damage at home. It has 
deeply eroded public faith in the en- 
tire justice system. 

Many people no longer exmct 
itical crimes to be solved, so they 
ve taken to nominating guilty peo- 

ple, with or without evidence. A few 
fears ago, le who thought Natal 
lecturer Richard Turner had been 
assassinated by Cuckoos or Parrots, 
or perhaps even a more predatory 
flock, commissioned a firm of 
laywers to survey the available evi- 
dence. ! 

The findings were not quite con- 
clusive, and the mystery was al- 
lowed to linger. When David Web- 
ster, the Wits lecturer, was recently 
assassinated, no such restraint oper- 
ated. The “rightwing” was instantly 
mnounced ilty;, practically no- 

ly cared a fig for the evidence, one 
way or the other. 

When the expectation of justice 

dies, so does the need to suspend 
judgment. People say what they like. 
'hey blame the Cuckoos, or off-duty 

Falcons, or any other politically con- 
venient scapegoat. 

The remedy, of course, is to catch 
the murderers, and bring them to 
public trial, and convict them on the 
evidence. But the Cabinet can no 
longer be sure of achieving such 
complicated ends; so they bend all 
their efforts to silencing the news 
media. That is why we have emer- 
gency regulations, and media 
spokesmen, and special arrange- 
ments between various bureaucra- 
cies and the Newspaper Press Union. 

Facts aren’t worth much anymore. 

Polieatspeetrun e reporied with political sj are rej wif 
passionate conviction; murders com- 
mitted at the other end of the spec- 
trum are ignored. And since the 
criminal justice system is no longer 
likely to prove you wrong, you can 
blame any scapegoat who suits your 
political cause. 
Among the people who now be- 

lieve that killers don’t get caught, 
and justice doesn’t get done, are 
those with the most com] g in- 
terest in the matter: the killers. The 
failure of criminal justice becomes 

  

an open invitation to settle political 
arguments with the knife or the gun, 
or the club or the burning tyre; the 
odds have surely never been so much 
in the killer’s favour. 

Where faith in justice falters, in- 
timidation rules. The most complete 
breakdown of criminal justice in the 
West, so far as I know, has been in 
Sicily where a succession of oppres- 
sive and unjust foreign rulers taught 
the people that the law was an en- 
emy, that justice was done only by 
the family and that silence — omerta 
— was the price of survival. ! 

In recent times, the Sicilian con- 
spirac{ has defeated the Italian sys- 
tem of criminal justice; public pros- 
ecutors who have tried to penetrate 
the silence have been knee-capped or 
killed. The conspiracy _stretches 
across the Atlantic to the United 
States, where it shields drug rings 
and crooked banks, as it once shield- 
ed liquor dealers. 

This is what the Cuckoos and the 
Falcons and the entire incompetent 
aviary of government is bequeathing 
to the next generation of South Afri- 
cans. Already some bureaucratic 
birds of prey cry that they can’t do 
their job because they cam’t break 
down the intimidation. > 

That is sadly true. It was fear of 
speaking out that kept the tnwnshig{s 
in turmoil in 1985 and 1986. “ 3 
look,” cried one gang of killers to a 
television cameraman, making way 
for him to photograph a burning 
body. Look, they cried as they en- 
forced boycotts by making ai:i 
shoppers drink detergent. Look what 
happens to black policemen, and 
town councillors, and other “collabo- 
rators of the system”. 

This is what happens when the 
instruments of government become 
so blunted, and the system runs down 
so badly, that killers go free, and 
people die without explanation, and 
the judges must be taken from the 
bench to go about the country, from 
cell to lockup, to make sure that 
nobody is slipping on a bar of soap, or 
giflgnghimsel! gam a high place, or 

g on a chair. " 

   

  
 



  

cont 
HARARE. — Zimbabwe 
Unity Movement (Zum) 
leader, Mr Edgar Tekere, 

Dzivaresckwa parliamen- 
tary by-election schedul- 
ed for next month, Ziana 
National news agency rc-" 
ports. 

He told a news confer- 
ence in Harare that the 
party, formed last month, 
would hold an election 
rally in Dzivaresekwa on 
June 4 and that the candi- 
date would be known by 
Friday. 

The Dzivaresckwa par- 
liamentary seat is vacant 
following the death last 
month of senior Political 
Affairs Minister Mr Mau- 
rice Nyagumbo, who 
committed suicide. 

Mr Tekere said he 

would like a candidate of 
high calibre whom he 
could rely on in Parlia- 
ment, because at the mo- 
ment he was the only 
Zum MP. He said the 
ideal candidate should be 
able to play “the same 
vigorous game with me in 

| Parliament.™ 
Mr Tekere, who is for- 

mer Secretary-General of 
the ruling Zanu (PF), was 

| sacked from the party last 
year for mot following 

\ proper procedures when 
| airing views about the 
| party. He then formed an 
| Opposition Party. 

He said the two ZUM 

  

  

Tekere S 
t'by-¢ 
rallies which 
uled for yesterday: has 
been itlegatly bancd, add: 

said iAW" ing that there was no pro- 
m’mntecz the vision in the constitution 

allowing any authority 
disallow a rally if seven 

, days notice  had 

  

! given. 
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Mr Tekere circulated a 
Aerer his party had receiv- 
ed from the 

re sched. 
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Mines: to close?: 
Aol el ] 

Higher bond rates.’ 
  

nounced - recently - comé' 
into effect at towards the 
end of the month and 
many home-owners face 
the prospect of losing 
their ; houses, simply be- 
cause they cannot afford 
the higher instalments. 

South Africa’s balance | 
of paymeits is the biggest | 
headache at the moment 
— gold is still the coun- 
try’s most-important sin- 
gle export product. De- 
spite the favourable effect 

    

  

p 

count;of the balance, pf 
payments in:a vulneraijle 

ition. : 
‘Thus economists say it 

is likely that certain fiscal 
measures  will be an- 
nounced to protect the 
balance of payments. 

® See Page 25. 
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IN SPITE of a 39 per- 
cent increase in attri- 
butable profits, from 
R66,8 million to R93 
million, Rand Mines 
still says there is a dan- 
ger of the imminent 
closure of ERPM and 
Durban  Roodepoort 

In ns interim report for 

DEEP MAY.CLOSE 
  

By Sapa and Daan de Kock 
  

“Alternative strategies 
to avoid further losses are 

operations 
— a matter which is under 
gflt consideration,” 

interim report say 
OnFnday,Rmdkz:nes 

suspended the listing of 
both mines in South Afri- 
ca on the London Stock 

Ednnp and the Paris 

“lntheevwflh:ll)nr 

ban Deep and ERPM 
stop mining operations, 
Rand Mines’ investment 
will be written off as an     

Mines 
seek 

financial 
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WASHINGTON 
Calling apartheid an 

rights catastrophe,” 
President Bush’s 

“nominee to be Assistant 
Secretary of State for 
African Affairs, Her- 
man Cohen, told the 
US Senate that, if the 
United States does 
“nothing else in Africa 
during the next four 
years, we must work 
every day to promote a 

transition to a new 
constitutional system” 
in South Africa. 

The new system, 
Cohen continued, must 
“guarantee equal poli- 
tical rights, and equal 
economic and social 
opportunity, for all 
South Africans regard- 
less of race or ethnic 
affiliation.” 

“I do not expect a day 
to go by during which T 
would not be deeply 
troubled by the outrage- 

catastrophe known as  problems, to rise to some 
apartheid,” he empha- of the challenges, and to 
sised during his confir- fulfill some of the hopes 
mation hearing before of these courageous, 
the Foreign Relations hard-working people.” 
Committee. In his prepared state- 

Africa is “a continent ment, Cohen said that 
with enormous problems  Africa is important to the 
and significant chal- United States for 
lenges for US policy,” he. numerous reasons, 
said, “but we — and the among them: American 
African people — strategic and national 
continue to have high security interests, and a 
hopes for the future.” whole range of economic 
Cohen called on developmental, human 

Congress to work rights and humanitarian 
together with him *“to - concerns. 
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Americans trace their 
ancestry to Africa, he 

said, and they ‘‘want 
their government to re- 
flect their ties of blood, 

culture and spiritual 
heritage”. 

If confirmed by the 
Foreign Relations 
Committee and the full 
US Senate, Cohen will 
succeed Chester Crocker 
as the top African affairs 
official in the Bush 
administration. 

Cohen paid tribute to 
Crocker, saying that 

“‘American prestige in 

  

Cohen fights apartheid 
the region is at an all- 
time high”” because of his 
predecessor’s “brilliantly 
mediated” and successful 
negotiation of Namibian 
independence. 

“I believe we should 
try to build on that. | 
success in order to 
contribute to peaceful 
settlements of conflicts in 
Angola, Mozambique, 
and in South Africa 
itself,” Cohen stated. 
Looking at South 

Africa today, Cohen 
said, “I see some new 

thinking and a new sense 
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THE Soweto People’s 
Delegation and the 
Soweto Civic Associa- 
tion (SCA) yesterday 
rejected the flat rate 
proposed by the council 
last week. 

A spokesman for the 
SCA said the association 
rejected any announce- 
ment that the people of 

  

By MOJALEFA 
MOSEKI 

Soweto should  start 
paying while talks 
between the council and 
the Soweto People’s 
Delegation (SPD) were 

still_continuing. It said 
efforts to pressurise 
residents to start paying 
will breed conflict in the 

      

townships. 
A statement released 

by trade unionist, Mr 
Cyril Ramaphosa, who" 
Ied last week’s talks with 
the council on behalf of 
the SPD, stated that the 
SPD was “not in a 

position to recommend 

to Soweto residents that 
they start payments of 

  

service charges” the 
council has called upon 
the people to pay as from 
May 2. 

The SPD said it is still 
to meet with the 
Transvaal Provincial 
Administration (TPA) 
which grants “bridging 
funds” to the council and 
Eskom and the Rand 

  
  

  

Water Board which 
1| supplies Soweto with 
| electricity and water 

respectively. The SPD 
will also meet the 
Johannesburg Munici- 
pality on the issue of a 
common tax-base. 

The SPD also stated 
that: The Soweto council 
was R1 billion in the red 
— and was slipping 
deeper into debt. - 
® Soweto was grossly 
overcrowded — with an 
average of 10 people for 
each house. There was a 
shortage of 66 000 houses 
in greater Soweto, and no | 

| improvement was in | 
| sight, { | ® The low level of 

| service provision in 
| Soweto posed a health 
hazard for residents, | 
particularly children, the 
elderly and sickly people. 
® Soweto residents were 

| unable to pay the high 
| rent.charges — a factor 
which led to the rent 
“boycott, which is the only 
peaceful way in which 
residents could highlight 
their plight. % 
® That the government 
would like Soweto to be 
self-financing. For this to 
be realised residents will 
have to pay R250 a 
month rent. 

The statement added: 
“Lasting solution to the 
problems, however, do 
not lie in Soweto. Not' 
only does the Soweto 
City Council have 
insufficient resources, 
and lacks credibility, jt| 
also has too Iittle 
independence from the 
Transvaal Provincial 
Administration.” i 

  
  

  
 



Sliding gold, wage calls killing marginals 

300 000 
Staff Reporters 

The threat of unemployment looms 

over 300 000 workers on 18 gold mines 

as the sliding gold price begins to 

knock out our marginal mines. 

This figure represents 60 percent of 

gold miners employed in the country and 

40 percent of the total mine labour force. 

The two mines at immediate risk are Rand 

Mines’ Durban Roodepoort Deep (DRD) and 

| East Rand Proprietary Mine (ERPM), two 

of SA’s oldest mines, which together provide 

20000 jobs. 
| The Government expects today to receive 

an expert report on possible assistance to 

save ERPM and DRD. 
The Deputy Minister of Finance, Dr Org 

Marais, said today the expert group had 

worked all weekend to complete the report. 

The fate of the country’s 18 marginal mines 

was highlighted last week when the gold price 

fell to its lowest level in nearly three years. 

In Hong Kong today bullion opened at $364. 

Last year's average price for gold was just 

over $430. If the slump continues, the country 

could not only see the closure of numerous 

‘marginal mines, but also a loss in foreign ex- 

| change earnings to the tune of over $1 billion 

(about R2,7 billion), which could force another 

round of austerity measures. 

Durban Deep and ERPM called for assis- 

tance last week, as Rand Mines suspended 

their listings on the Johannesburg and the 

London stock exchanges. If this assistance 

is not forthcoming, the mines will close. 

Local economy 
————— 

The mines have been hard hit by the drop in 

the gold price and by a strong rise in working 

costs, caused partly by inflation and partly 

i rgggg conditions as both 
g’fi?&*g’- ~Voher arit have to go deeperc | 

‘e two mines spend about R50 million 

every month, much of which goes to sustain- 

ing the economy of their local areas. 

The higher working costs of the mines are 

also likely to lead to increased confrontation 

between. the mining houses and the powerful 

SRR 

  

  

[~ NUM press officer Mr Jerry Majatrad: saia 
Rand Mines had not directly informed work- 
ers of the situation. He said management’s 
decision would be challenged at both mines. 

Mr Majatradi acknowledged that the mines 
had been established since 1894, and had prob- 
ably reached their last days, but said manage- 
ment should transfer its interests to other in- 
dustries within SA and secure jobs there. 

He said the NUM was opposed to retrench- 
ment in principle, but said Rand Mines’ ag- 
gressive approach to retrenchment at its 
mines over the past few years had eroded 
some of the union’s power to oppose it. 

“Since 1986, ERPM, a major employer in 
the Boksburg area, cut its labour force from 
18000 to 11000. Figures from Durban Deep, 
near Roodepoort, show they have reduced 
their labour force by 25 percent since 1987.” 

‘Starvation wages’ 

Mr Majatradi said that given workers were 

earning a minimum wage of R260 a month, it 

was unlikely that a doubling of their wages to 

'R540 would cripple the industry. g 

“The announcement by the Chamber of 

Mines of the possible closure of the 18 mines 

is obviously an attempt on their part to 

pressure workers to accept starvation wages 

in the face of annual wage negotiations.” 
But Chamber of Mines general manager 

Mr Johann Liebenberg said that, if granted, 
the NUM'’s recent wage demand for a 118 per- 

cent increase in wages would mean that 

75 percent of mines operating in the industry 
‘would be wiped out. 

He said drastic steps would have to be 

taken to decrease the working costs of mines, 

many of which were now costing far more 

than the value of their ore. 
Dr Marais disclosed that he would be inves- 

tigating the position of all marginal mines. He 

had asked the Chamber of Mines to prepare a 

report on their long and short-term prospects. 

The solution for the ERPM and Durban 
Deep crisis would have to take into considera- 
tion the position of all marginal mines. 

“We can’t help them in such a way that we 

give all to them and leave nothing for others.” 

@ See Page 14. 

  s 

    National Union of Mineworkers (NUM), which 

last month pushed for a doubling of the mini- 

mum wage in some job categories on the 

mines. 

  

  

 



  

! Inkatha members injured in Mpumalanga 
-5 
Z 

  by BRYAN PEARSON 
TWO Inkatha members 

| were attacked in Mpu- 
malanga on Saturday 
morning — one on her 
way to the fuperal of 
slain Inkatha .chairman 
for the area;, Zakhele 
Nkehli. 

The attacks fuelled the 
already tense situation 
in the township which in- 
creased with the death of 
Mr Nkehli on May 3 from 
injuries he sustained in 
December when he was 
shot in the neck while 
driving his car. 

gaever, a massive 
P presence ensured 
thal the funeral — which 
was attended by between 
8000 and 10000 mourn- 
ers — proceeded peace- 
fully. 

The more than 20 

Two attacked before funeral 

  
  

buses bringing Inkatha 
  

   

supporters from the Dur- 
ban area were searched 
before  they  were Inkatha 
allowed to enter Mpuma-  supporters 
langa and according to arrive for 
the bus drivers, police the funeral 
confiscated "“piles of 
guns, knives and spears”. of Mr 

However, a KwaZulu Zakeh'.e 
Police spokesman at the Nkehli. 
roadblock said that only % 
“traditional”  weapons RIGHT: 
had been found and that  The coffin 
these would be returned of Mr 
to their owners after the Zakhele 
fuperal. Other sources Al 
indicated that a shotgun  Nkehli is 

number of home- carried to 
m™ firearms had been its final 
confiscated resting 

A senior Inkathy offi- place in 
zial  attending  the Mpuma- 
“uneral surmised those p & 
on the buses had heen langa 
carrying the weapons  cemelery.   ‘for self defence”. 
Speaking while waiting for an ambulance 

-0 take her to hospital, Miss Ntombi Mncube 
23) said she had been sitting next to the 
#indow of a bus on the way to the Mpuma- 
anga College of Education — where the 
‘uneral was held — when she was “shot in 
he head”. However s police spokesman 
aid the bus was stoned and Miss Mncube 
iad been struck by a stone. 
The other victim, Buyisiwe Mhlongo (14) 

— who spoke to The Nata] Witness from a 
slood-drenched bed where she was lying 
<ith a gaping wound in her arm — said she 

    

      

     

had been sweeping her housc when a man 
armed with a shotgun entered the room and 
shot her in the arm. She said her home was 
near a bus-stop where a number of mourn- 
ers had gathered to await transport to the 
funeral. 

The funeral was attended by a number of 
senior Inkatha and KwaZulu officials, in- 
cluding the Minister of Justice. Mr C.J 
Mthetwa; the Deputy Minister of Works, Mr 
Velaphi Ndlovu: KwaZulu Urban Rep- 
resentative Mr V.V. Mvelase: the national 
chairman of the Inkatha Youth Brigade, Mr 

  
iumber of members of the 

ve Assembly. 
out a2 message of condo- | 
hief Minister Mangosu- | thu Buthel, which he prajsed the 32- | year-old Mr Nkehli a5 a “young lion of Inka- tha who died in the ce 0f his people”, 

“The senseicss siaying of vur young men, Women and children must now cease,” Mr Buthelezi said. “Let there now be peace 
among the oppressed so that they may be 
{oing& together in & final assault on injus- ice. 

lence by KwaZulu 
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Peace move is God’s will — Buthelez; | THE current peace move regarding  salu/UDF pl?fi')d for Saturday did not 
township strifc jn Natal/Kwazuln came  lake place fol]o: ing Mr Buthelezi's re- 
from God whose divine will i wag that  fusal to hold th meeting at any venue 
People must now stop the black con. other than Ulungi. Cosatu and UDF of. 
frontation which led to maiming and  ficials had wantéd 5 neutral venue and 
killing, KwaZulu Chief Minister Mang.  refused to accept Ulundi as the appro- 
osuthu Buthelezi said yesterday, piate meeting place, The Inkatha president was speaking Al Saturday's Inkatha rally, Mr By- 
at a rally at the EmundleniAMatleng thelesi said that the rea] change taking |: 
Youth camp marking the Nationa) Day  place in South Alrica was that God was || 
of Prayer. He sajq Christ was working  working in the minds of the people. 
on every side of all political divisions, “Any minister of religion . . . who dic. 
but there was a terrible danger that tates what his flock shall and shall not 
People would spurp God in their midsl  (hink about Jife and walks out in front 
ecause they put Party political consid-  of them, daring them (g be left behind, 

erations above Christian commitments,  walks alone and without God." — Sapa- 
Peace talks between Jnkatha and Co-  WR, 

X 
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| - man 

4 02/ {/ €7 ‘ The 
Natal Witness 

Peace talks 
venue 

Whi‘le the government remains un. ® willing to concede that something 

  

get started. By ‘their agreerhent that 

Planned for the past weekend failed to 
ta%ks should be held, the (D and Co- aj 

3 
elves to ¢ diverted by obstacles in th way of setting up the talks, they are in ¢ fect de. lafdng the achievement of that peace, In al; negotiations, particularly in fiegotla~ tions “between mutually antagonistic barties, the question of venue ig signifi- cant and potentially vexed, and a neu- tral venue js the general norm. Despite ief Mangosuthy Buthelezi's pzotesta- tions, Ulundj can hardly he deé     s 

 



poie 

" Some of the 744 delegates who attended the Numsa congress in | 
Johannesburg. 

Pics by MOFFAT ZUNGU 

    
    

    

    § Numsa president Mr Siphiwe Dube called for 
9



. an absolute, 

  

Numsa_ 
o From page 1 

or other role model for 
socialism. 

Numsa was however 
committed to the 
Freedom Charter, not as 

but as a 
starting point “towards 
maximum democracy,” 
he said. 

A brief overview of 
resolutions passed were 
presented at the end of | 

the four day congress as: 
e Introductions to 
Congress Resolutions — 

an analysis of the present 
situation was adopted as 
an introduction to all 
resolutions; 
@ Mr Harry Gwala was 
honoured as the Honor- 
ary President of Numsa; 
® Numsa newspaper — 
the congress resolved to 
start a union newspaper; 
® The process of political 
settlement — the 
congress indicated its 
strong opposition to any 
negotiations with the 
Nationalist Government 
before basic conditions 
of political freedom are 
established; 
® Violence — Numsa 
resolved to take a 
number of actions in 
regard to violence of 
vigilantes and violence 
during strikes; 
@ Working class unity — 

the congress agreed that 
there should be a 
timetable to strengthen 
co-operation with Nactu 
and other independent 
unions. To continue 
towards one trade union 
one federation;     

SO\NE'\\\N 

® Political policy — the 
resolution deals with the 
need to rebuild com- 
‘munity structures and to 
rebuild the mass 
democratic movement’s 
strength in a more 
centralised form than the 
present; 
® LRAA ! A range of 
actions against the 
Labour Relations Am- 
endment Act were agreed 
to; 

* Other resolutions have 
| been referred to a special 

extended meeting of the 
central committee which 
will meet in June. 

Elections for office 
bearers were held with 
the following persons 

voted into office. 
President: Daniel 

Dube (a shop steward at 
SKF in Uitenhage. 
@ First vice-presi 
Maxwell Xulu (a shop 
steward at Smiths. 
Industries in Pinetown)] 
® Second vice-president:. 
Percy Thomas (a shop 
steward at Market Cars 
Cape Town); 
e Mayekiso (a full-time 
\offlcial). 
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VELCOIA VA 

A letter from. 
S0 WE TAxY 

  

FINQ2       
ionel A 

      

'the price. 

For praise from a fellow writer of such 
standing, who is both my senior and type of hero, 
cannot go unrecorded. 

As my modesty tells me this is an unsual thing 
|to do, I might as well go the whole hog by giving a 
|pen picture of Abrahams which comes from the 
Isleeve-notes, of a book on his writings by Patrick 
|Cullinan. The book is called Lionel Abrahams - A 
Reader and was published by AD Donker. 

| Mr Cullinan writes: “The contribution that 
| Lionel - Abrahams has made to South African 

Enghsh literature is undisputable. 

| distinguished poet, critic, editor and pubhshcr 
Lionel Abrahams has devoted his life to creative 
writing and the encouragement and prom 

     
     
new literary talent. 

‘‘South African 
literature is particularly 
indebted to him for his 

| editing of the works of 
| Herman Charles Bos- 
man. Abrahams has 
published ~three vo- 
lumes of poetry 

including the acclaimed 
Journal of a New Man 
and a noteworthy 
sequence of stories The 
Celibacy of Felix 

| Greenspan. 

    

rom the writer Lionel Abrahams, and if 
t is vain to use it in full as a form of public 

|relations exercise for my initiative, let me pay 

I AM extremely flattered to have this letter 

nof 

ra 
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Poetry 

“This volume, 4 
Reader, contains a 
selection from his 
published poetry and 
prose as well as 

 selections from a large 
volume of uncollected 
essays and critical work 
and is edited, and 
introduced, by his 
lifelong friend and poet 
Cullinan and is especi- 

ally published to hon- 
our and salute him 
on his sixtieth birth- 
day.” 

The letter makes me 
feel good as it comes 
from an outstanding 
literary figure. It is also 
supportive of nation 
building. T am repro- 
ducing it almost in full 
and while I blush at the 
praise, it ‘seems to me 
‘important coming from 
a man who is venerated 
in my craft. 

He writes: *“Dear Mr 
Klaaste, I am writing in 

response to the article 

about you and your 

ideas in the Weekly 

Mail. 1 had not read 
what you have written 

about Nation Building, 

so this was my intro- 

duction to- your 

thinking. I am impress- 

ed and moved, on one 

level by the sanity and 

imaginativeness of your 

approach, on another 

by your own courage, 
frankness and wisdom. 

“I hesitate only, I feel 
bound to remark, over 
the element of in- 
authenticity in your 
relations with your 

financial helpers. 

“I have no special 

qualifications to judge 

matters in the fields of 

sociology, economics 

or politics, but it does 

seem to me that yours is 

a wonderfully construc- 

tive and practical pro- 

gramme, offering more 

hope for South Africa 
than any other propo- 

sal 1 can remember 
hearing of. 

Abilities 
“Your perception 

that people may acquire 
abilities, confidence 
and authority through 

their participation in 

projects designed to 

improve the circum- 

stances of their lives, 

and that these strengths 

_ are prerequisites of 

political power, strikes 

me as a visionary 

insight, and deeply 

democratic in spirit. 

Sense = 
“Your clear sense of 

what is necessary and 

possible in terms of 
strategy — i.e. your 

stance vis-a-vis re- 

sources and politicisa- 

tion — is also most 

impressive to me. To 

  

the reservations of the 

Weekly Mail's reporter 

regarding your aloof- 

ness, so to speak, from 

overtly political ap- 

proaches, 1 think it 

should be said that your 

programme must not 

be seen as in rivalry or 
opposition to_politics 

but as supplementary 

to the orthodox 

approach by others. 

“Iwould say that you 
were building-in the 
foundation and walls 
under their levitated 

  

roof?) If only the “poli- 
ticals” could be trusted 
to see it that way and 

leave you to get on with 

your magnificent en- 

deavour! 

“My purpose in 

writing is to say, is there 

anything I can do to 

help? 1 don’t have 

money. I am a writer of 

stories, poems, articles, 

liberal and ‘moderate’ 

in my social attitudes — 

so I don’t know 

whether my voice 

raised in support of you 

would be useful.” 
Lionel Abrahams. 

All the money in the 

world could not 
possibly be as sup- 
portive as this kind of 
encouragement. 

Debate 
‘While Nation Build- 

ing does need financial | 
backing from those 
who have the money, I 
do not think we are 
overly concerned with 
that type of help. We 
need intellectual 
support, or criticism. 

We need debate at this 
level. 

1 have been told of 
other intelectuals who 
are saying the initiative 
is a “failure”. Their 
problem is they do not 
seem to have the guts to 
say that in print and 
give reasons for their 
extraordinary conclu- 

sions. 

Inlllgfly_gv ). 
If the number of 

seminars I am address- | 
ing these days is any- 
thing to go by, if the 
number of people who 
are plaguing me at 
work and at home 
about this initiative, 
tnen it must be the most 
singular, the most 

extraordinary type of 
failure. 

We thank Lionel 
Abrahams for his kind 
words. 

  
 



  

  

Was Venda’s Chief 
Mphephu poisoned? 
FRIDAY April 15 1988 . 
was a normal working 

day for Chief Patrick 
Mphephu as he went 
about his duties as 
President of the Venda 
homeland. 

He arrived at the office 
just after B8am, saw 
Justice Minister Mr A A 

: then the 

  

Foreign N 
Ambassador during the 
morning tea break. 

He left his office about 
1pm for a function at a 
centre called Goede 
Hoop and came back a 
happy man. He con- 

tinued with his work 
until 4.30 when he bid his 
private secretary good- 
bye for the weekend. 

But by the following 
morning, Chief Mphep- 
hu was a critically ill and 
dying man, wobbling in 
his bedroom and unable 
to reach the toilet 
without leaning against 
the wall. 

Running 
An aide said there was 

clear indication in the - 
morning that he had been 

having a running 
stomach. A doctor was 
called and he was later 
flown to a private 
hospital in Pretoria. 

Doctors said all vital 
organs including the 
heart, lungs, liver and 

. kidneys had failed. 
Attempts to raise the 
blood level by pumping 
water into the body had 
clogged the lungs. 
Rescusitation machines > - 

were used as he sweated - ; 

and shivered. Chlfl Patrick Mphephu’s death shocked many. 

He died the following through the mouth, penis 

night writhing in pain  and scrotum. SOWEINN ;)_L/ (9,9 / £ 3’ 
_and passing blood The news of Chief 
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Q OWETRN 

Mphephu’s death shock- 

people in the 

homeland. The man who 

had been at the helm of 

the homeland's affairs 

since its inception, wh
ose 

name had become 

Ysynonymous 
with the 

¥ 

homeland, was suddenly 

no more. 

‘What had caused the 

sudden death of the 63- 

year-old chief who had 

become notorious for his 

uncompromisi
ng conser- 

vativeness? 

Rumours 

Rumours Were rife at 

the time that he had been 

poisoned- These rumours
 

Wwere denied by the South 

African Police in 

Pretoria who said he had 

dicd of multiple organ 
failure. 

When the inquest 

court sat in Louis 

Trichardt last week 10 

determine the cause © 

death, those Tucky 

enough to be allowed in 

were left in no doubt 

about what the family 

thought and had caused 

the death. 

Poison 
widow Mrs Doris 

Mphephu, who surpris- 

ingly conducted cross 

of witnesses 

her own without 
examination 

on 
assistance 

closely 
of the lawyers, 

ques(ione 
¢ 

  

renowned pathologis(. L 

Professor 

about the presence 
J D Loubser, 

poison in her husband’s i 

body. 
Prof Loubser said 2 

thorough examination of 

the body had been 

conducted but notrace of 

poison would be found. 

He the - rapid 

  

decline of Chief Mphep- 
hu’s condition was 

consistent with toxics 

derived from trees. He 

said Chief Mphephu’s 

stomach had been empty 

of foodstuff but filled 

with blood. There had 

therefore been no food 

residues to check from. 

In answer to a question 

by Mrs Mphephu, Prof 

Loubser said it was 

1possible _ that if  Chief 

M?hephu had been 

poisoned, the substance 

could have left the body 

with the heavy diarrhoea 

that had marked the 

beginning of the end of 

the president. 

The kitchen staff at the 

palace were also called as 

well as the chief body 
guard, Major Samson 

Muladelo Raphulu. All 

were closely questioned 

by Mrs Mphephu about 

food preparation and 

what Chief Mphephu 

actually had for supper. 
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Wine 

Evidence was led that 

lice had searched the 

| edroom 4 days later and 

found a glass of wine, @ 

coke, beer and biltong. 

None of the st 

members could explain 

how the items had got 

| into the bedroom. Mrs 

| Mphephu said she was 

not_satisfied  with the 

medical findings as well 

as the police investiga- 

tions. 

“They did not visit my 

husband’s office of the 

house and there were no 

thorough inquiries into 

the procedures followed 

when tea was serv to 

him and his visitors,” 

Mrs Mphephu said. 

lnqu&lmag'st
mte.Mr 

W AJvan Zy), said he 

| was “personally concern™ 

ed about the symptoms 

the president displayed 

prior to his death.” 
He said he was 

* however _satisfied that 

Prof Loubser had done 

| everything he could to 

determine the cause 

the organ failure. 

Absence 

In the absence of any 

other evidence, he ruled | 

that Chief Mphephu had 

died of multiple organ 

failure and that no on¢ 

was responsible for this. 

The finding has not 

answered the question of 

Wwhy a healthy 63-year- 

old man who was smiling 

the previous day as he 

prepared for @ Saturday 

engagement, 
should 

wake up in an advance 

state  of degen!mtion 

with all vital organs 

about to cease. 

‘Was he poisoned? This 

is the question that will 

continue to reverberate, 

Mrs ‘Mphephu’s 
declara- 

tion that she was not 

going to let the matter 

rest is a sure indication 

that at least the family | 

believes Chief Mphep- 

hu’s condition ‘Wwas a 

result of poisoni! 
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  ‘Government st 
  

The Government seems desperate to “‘de-militarise”’ its octopus-like National Management System Political Correspondent BRUCE CAMERON report: from Cape Town 

    

    
    

   

IRST established in the firmly in the hands of civilian poli- early eighties as the ticians, “total answer” to the But at the Press conference Min- “total onslaught”, the Na- ister of Information, Dr Stoffel van tional Management System has der Merwe, Deputy Minister of Po- increasingly = been given the lice, Mr Leon Wessels, who is nomi- image of ‘a creeping military  nally in charge of the system, and coup. 
General Charles Lloyd, secretary of the State Security Council, had difficulty in explaining why the whole system was dominated by military and police officials. 
Dr van der Merwe said thé‘\ap— Pearance of the word securocrat was part of an attempt to create the impression that there was a “‘government within a govern- ment”, 
This was however wrong — the system was “nothing more than the any suggestion that Government co-ordination of government”, was being overly influenced by the General Lloyd, although conced- 

Securocrats and that control lay ing the system was dominated by 

In recent months Government Ministers, including President P.W. | Botha, have been stung by the term | “securocrat” and the image that the Government is being controlled by securocrats, 
It has even changed the name of the system from National Security Management to National Manage- ment. 

Last week the Government called a Press conference to reject 

Leon Wessels 
the security forces, said the first objective of the national manage- | ment system in 1984 had been to  quell the violence, 

The second priority was welfare. The unrest had been brought " under control and the target had now beome the improvement of welfare. 
General Lloyd, who avoided say- ing whether he saw himself as ‘a bureaucrat or a securocrat, said it should be remembereq it was the military who advocated that 

  THRY 
  

  

General Lloyd 
eighty, twenty principle. 

In terms of the principle 80 per- cent of the solution to gaining secu- rity was political. 
Dr van der Merwe fielded a question on why welfare improve- ments should not be based on moral rather than security grounds. 

‘He said both were intertwined. General Lloyd said the national management system was basically : trix management system used a matr 
,:fiver the world. 

  

   
In terms of 

ernment department 

Stoffel van der Merwe 

  

the system no gov- 
could carry out its functions without taking into account the activities and the im- Pact on another department. Prob- lems of one department should not create proble; 

Ppartment. 
‘ms for another de- 

$ It was aimed at working towards 
targets and setting priorities, 

The system 
at the central 
President and 
State Security 

had been structured 
level under the State 
his Cabinet with the 
Council, which was     
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Secuvoirals. 

     


