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The former Prine Mnister, M

Mal col m Fraser, said yesterday
that conditions for Aborigines and
Sout h African bl acks coul d not be
conpared because Australia’'s

| aws favored the Abori gines,

whil e apartheid | aws discrim nat -
ed agai nst bl acks.

M Fraser said the extent of dis-
crimnation in the Aborigines
favor and the opportunities that
were not provided to other Austra-
lians woul d be apparent if al
funds paid by the Australian tax-
payers on behal f of the Aborigines
wer e added up.

"Some Aborigines are al ways
trying to suggest that their condi-
tion is simlar to that of blacks in
South Africa. Africans know that
that is totally and absolutely
lalse.”’j M Fraser said.

He’ said this was why the Abori.

gi nal cause was not taken up when
t he Commonweal th Ganmes were

held in Brisbane. "They | ooked at
the issue closely, they saw there
was no analogy, no simlarity."

M Fraser was speaking after

he had | aunched Care Australials
$1 million Canbodia and Vi et nam
Appeal . .

M Fraser, who |led the Com
nonweal t h Emi nent Persons

Group that reported on apartheid
in South Africa, reaffirmed his
support for maintaining sanctions
agai nst South Africa until the

| egislation that forned the basis
of apartheid was repeal ed.

M Fraser said the Aborigines

had full political and legal rights
and the generality of Australian
laws in relation to health, educa-
tion, work opportunities and in
other areas. discrinmnated in
their favor.

It was anot her question it these
prograns were effective, but
"Australian taxpayers push out
much. much | arger sunms than

they are aware of, to help Aborigi-
nes," he said.

M Fraser said he believed

many Aborigi nes would like al
prograns to be abolished, along
with the Department of Aborigin-
al Affairs, and would prefer to
recei ve the noney instead. "The
result mght be a better one".
Asked why, if there was dis-
crimnation in favor of Aborigi-
nes, there was a Royal Comm s-
sion into Black Deaths in Custody,
M Fraser said that this issue was
"di sturbi ng" and invol ved many
soci ol ogical and cultural factors.
But he said it could not be



expected that all jails would pro-
vide "the kind of treatnent that
one woul d expect".

On sanctions, M Fraser said

the South African President, M

F. W de Klerk. should be credited
for taking steps towards negoti a-
tions. But the renoval of discrim -
natory | egislation, and further
negoti ati ons between the Govern-
ment. M Mandel a. and ot her

groups were essential before the
[ifting of sanctions could be con-
si der ed.

He said that in the United States
there were legislative controls for
mai nt ai ni ng sanctions, which the
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busi ness | eaders had said were
very effective. Certain require-
ments had to be fulfilled, before
sanctions could be lifted.

On black fighting in South Am

ca, M Fraser said it was not the
time to blame a particul ar group
when attenpts were bei ng made

to set up negotiations.

"There’s no doubt, in the past,

W

t he Government has been parti -

san and it has supported sone
groups agai nst others," he said. |,
He had heard of instances

where crimnals had been | et out

of jail on the basis that they beat
up or killed anti-apartlieid work-
ers. This would then be reported
as bl ack viol ence.

"it’s a conplex issue and not

sonet hing that should be dealt

with sinmply," M Fraser said.

He said that ii sanctions were
lifted, it should be in cooperation
-" with the United States’ and the
Conmonweal t h.

He said he woul d support sanc-
tions being lifted if that was what
M Mandel a wanted. But he woul d

be very surprised it that were so



