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IT is perfectly understand-
able that the ANC — which
was compelled by the ac-
tions of lan, Verwoerd
and Vorster fo replace its
non-violent character with
the armed struggle —
should propagate non-par-
ticipation in instruments of
peaceful, though piecemeal,
reform.

Whatever the Nats may
say, it is unarguable that the
ANC, like the PAC, consists
of South African patriots. It
is equally true that, having
adopted the path of armed
liberation, they cannot view
with equanimity other
forms of political reform
which they do not dominate.

It is true that there are
only two ways available to
bring about the desired poli-
tical changes in SA — vio-
lent revolution or constitu-
tional progress. It follows
that the Government
is to be forcibly overthrown
and chaos and anarchy
risked, the process of consti-
tutional change must come
via Parliament. Communist
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DP MP in the House of

Delegates, takes up the cudgels
on behalf of participants in the

tricameral Parliament

China reminds the world of

the ferocity of which belea-

giu-ed oligarchists are capa-
8.

And it cannot reasonably
be denied that it is prefer-
able to move even a little at
a time towards the desired
destination of full democra-
cy in a rickety, put-together
three-wheeler than to do
nothing. Until, at any rate, a
better vehicle can be found.

The tricameral Parlia-
ment is no great shakes. But
it did have the great benefit
of assisting white MPs to
cross an important colour
and racial hurdle. Even five
years ago, it was unthink-

able that brown MPs, some

very dark-skinned, would sit
in the same parliamentary
chamber and engage in di-
rect debates with white NP
as well as CP Members of
Parliament. And for those
whites to be obliged to listen
to some harsh home truths
told directly and bluntly by
the darkies.

The whites not only had to
take it, but seasoned politi-
cal journalists have com-
mented that it was this
straight talking that so af-
fected many Nats that the
Government had to with-
draw the Group Areas
Amendment Bill.

Wolves

Toothless forsooth! In-
deed this horrific Bill had in
fact been passed by the all-

white House of Assembly

despite strenuous opposition
from the PFP. But it was
rejected by the House of
Representatives and the
House of Delegates. Had the
brown MPs not been in that
Parliament, President P W
Botha would have signed the
Bill — and thousands of
South Africans, now pro-
tected by a judicial pro-
nouncement, would have
been thrown to the wolves.

It is hardly likely that
such a result would have

- been welcomed by those in

the Natal Indian Congress
and the Transvaal Indian
Congress. So why then do

they oppose participation by
the Democratic Party in the
House of Delegates, while
agreeing to support candi-
dates for the white Assem-
bly?

Why this seeming racial
discrimination from two
self-styled and racially
structured “Indian” politi-
cal organisations? (Inciden-
tally, in cultural terms, I am
Indian, but politically I am
absolutely South African.
Which is why, way back in
1954, I left an Indian politi-
cal body and joined the non-
racial Liberal Party. Which
is why, once legal restraints
were removed, several of us
sought membership of the
nonracial PFP, the major
component of the DP.)

why then the racial atti-
tudes of the NIC and TIC?
Well, they were the “Indian”
components of the Congress

ovement, in which the
ANC was the leader. It
would appear that they re-
gard the “Indian” group in

A as their particular é)o iti-
cal market and they do not
want anyone else having
anf part of that market.

n 1984 the NIC and TIC
called for a total borcott.
They succeeded partially, to
the extent of keeping away
many high-calibre persons
from Parliament and the
Polls low. Are the two
‘Indian” congresses now
afraid that, if better-quality
candidates succeed this
tinllle ona hil%her rtcenta e
poll, it would reflect poorly
on their claim to be “real
representatives’” of the
“Indian” l\?opulation?

The ANC indicated some
while ago that it would su

rt the DP, provided the

P sacrificed its brown
n;lembers pe(:ﬂ the ialtar fg
cheap expediency. It wou
‘suit lt:’he ANC ifc{he DP re-

mained a purely white or-
ganisation.

That endeavour did not °
find favour with the DP,
which, both in its constitu-
tion and in its statement of
principles, has declared un-
equivocally that it is non-
racial in structure and con-
tent and works for a nonra-
cial democracy, and that it
will make use of all avail-
able instruments at all lev-
els of government to propa-
gate its ideals.

Unly the very dishonest
and the terribly cynical will
want to jettison these noble
aims for the sake of the con-
ditional su port of the UDF
and its affilfxates. The condi-
tion, or the implied threat, is
that, if the DP does not stab
its brown members in the
back, then the promise of
support will not materialise.

Morale

In fact, the three DP
leaders made it perfectly
clear that not only will the
three seats held by the DP in
the House of De{egates be
defended, but the DP will
field additional candidates.

Work has proceeded and,
despite propaganda de-
signed to dam morale,
there is tremendous enthusi-
asm for the DP and its non-
racial ideals. Within only
the past few weeks more
than 1500 House of Dele-
gates voters have signed up
as DP members and organi-
sational work is being
strengthened.

There is no turning back.
Those who hope that the
leadershi%oog the DP or its
National rd will betray
the ideals of the DP for a
mess of dubious pottage or
that they will tread the path
of radicals will be sorely
disappointed.
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' 4O ONE ever thought it would be
easy to end the political bloodshed
in Maritzburg’s townships.

Over the past three years, the
region has gained the dubious dis-
tinction of ming known over-
seas as one of the world’s violent
centres, surpassed only by battle-
gcarred places like Beirut and Bel-

ast.

The death toll has averaged
about 40 people a month so far this

ear (and that’s down from last
mber, when more than 100
peo%lg were killed over the holiday

Tl

Last year’s joint peace initiative
by the Congress of South African
Trade Unions and Chief Buthelezi’s
Inkatha movement is now lying in
tatters.

Something has to be done des-
perately soon.

Six weeks ago, what looked like

the beginnings of a bold and genu-
ine move towards some sort of
Feace settlement began when
eaders of Cosatu, the United
Democratic Front, the banned
African National Con s and In-
katha agreed they had to meet and
decide on a strategy to end the
conflict between their members.

Today that meeting is no closer
to getting off the ground, wrecked
by obstinance, one-upmanship and
hidden agendas.

Threats

Even when it looked as though a
fragile balance might be struck be-
tween the parties negotiating the
fate of hundreds, probably thou-
sands, of ordinary township people,
a Minister of Law and Order clear-
ly out of touch with the complex-
ities of the Maritzburg violence put
an end to the initiative with threats
of using the “iron fist” of the police
against the side he had decided was
tobblame for the death and destruc-
tion.

Mr Adriaan Vlok should know b
now that the “iron fist” approa
has only a limited effect in curbing
the fighting in Maritzbur% He has
used it before, trucking in police
reinforcements and stepping up
patrols, but as soon as the police
presence eased slightly, the town-
ships began to burn again.
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Shaun Harris

surveys the bitter fruits of
the Maritzburg violence -

increased police activity have
often led to claims, at times from
both the UDF/Cosatu affiliates and
Inkatha members, that the official
forces were biased towards and
even helping one of the sides in the
conflict.

Rarely has what would certainly
be the bi&gest deterrent to
violence — the arrest and prosecu-
tion of known “warlords” and agi-
tators — taken place.

‘Extra police are rollin
into tzburg again, and
Erobably force

lance of peace

But the only way anything close
to real peace is going to be
achieved is for reco leaders
tosit down together and talk — and

‘Even worse, periods of

an uneasy sem-
for a whﬂz.

that won’t happen until all the par- |

' ties leam-soﬁething about com-

promise and getting beyond petty

Z politica‘l;‘point-scoring.

A bri uence of events lead-
ing up to the failed talks shows that
ﬁ:r!wnalities_ and party politics

ve to be pushed aside to end the
violence.

The imaginative joint com-
ral:ints adjudication board set up

t year by Cosatu (and by impli-
cation the restricted UDF) and
Inkatha worked for a while, but
failed for the same reasons that
legal action against perpetrators
of violence failed — witnesses and

NS

OLIVER TAMBO

| complainants were murdered and
| nobody, not even the courts, could
Buarantee their safety,
- With the end of the board, Cosatu
and the UDF, with help from
church leaders, drew up their own
plans to try to end the violence.
At about the same time Kwa-
Zulu Chief Minister and Inkatha
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi dis-
cussed his plans for peace with
Inkatha’s central committee and
they were laid on the table,
Clearly, there was a problem
with two rival sets of peace pro-
posals being advocated, but moves
&rog:irclies dpea(.‘!; t]{ooked hopeful
aders of the organisati
T ganisations
The proposed meeting was given

' asignificant boost when the exter-
| nal wing of the ANC, under Oliver
\Tambo, backed the meeting and

e who bu
ta

.

ADRIAAN VLOK

made its clearest commitment yet
to ending the Maritzburg conflict,
saying it would do all it could —
within the limitations it was forced

to work under — to help brin
about peace in the reglon.p ’
_So far, so good, especially con-
sidering that Mr Vlok had recently
launched a scathing attack on the
UDF and Cosatu in Parliament,
bluntly blaming them for the
violence and promising to bring his
“iron fist” down on members of the
organisations in Maritzburg.

Hitch

But there was a hitch. With two
peace plans, neither the Cosa-
tu/UDF alliance nor Inkatha wan-
ted to be seen as the group being
drawn into peace meetings. Clear-
ly, if the plan worked, both parties
wanted to claim credit for starting
the process.

ere was also the hidden agen-

‘da, the big prize here being ANC

involvement, (Incidentally, many

ngle,
bleeds

MANGOSUTHU BUTHELEZI

Maritzburg watchers believe it
was this ANC involvement which
prompted Mr Vlok to launch his
attack on Cosatu and the UDF,
both -'of which he called ANC
creations. It would not do for the
ANC to help bring about peace in
‘Maritzburg when the police could

not.)

~ Despite the real effect ANC calls
for peace might have in the trou-
bled region, for Cosatu and the
UDF it would definitely be a politi-
cal victory to involve the ANC.

While cross-border talks with
the organisation are being con-
demned by the Government, it
would boost the ANC’s image to be
included in a ground-level process
such as the Maritzburg issue, show-
ing that despite being banned and
having to work from outside the
country’s borders, it could make its
influence felt.

For Chief Buthelezi, the ANC
card was as important, for differ-
ent reasons. For several years, the
KwaZulu leader has been trying to




least t Inkatha on an
theANCasa

C\early, the Chiel Minis
smarts at accusations tha
is, in his own words, the

the struggle. Recently he has heen
E:ghcly reading a letter sent to

by jailed ANC leader Nelson
Mandela besides

showing
that a good relationship still exists
between the two men, also
tbatgoodretlfé

hold a formal meeting wlth
organisation’s external wing
a meeting would, symbolicall
the
ter

remain in terms of

ideologyandthemeoivioleno;-t&

overthrow the State, a meeting |

organlsaﬁtrﬁs would gid uﬁ:ﬁ
ve

thuortofmognitlonandstamsit
the more radicalised

Withaﬂpntﬁulp‘m‘thata

meeting should take place (initial-
ly between CosatuIUD and
Inkatha, followed by one with the
ANC) and a date em set for the

e —
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and UDF leaders to come to the
KwaZulu cag;tal of Ulundi. They
! su a “more neutral” venue,
I as Durban. =3
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rs

. toﬂybackandfoﬂhmanabsurd

plapy of one-upmans /

inally, somethmg close to a

mpromise was reached last

were wide y
erous mterpretation was that s
was just not aware of
tance of

' ing him to his home in Durban
betweeu&pmand&amandbaréiﬁiﬁ

ng public
meetings talkingto emedfa
helping prepare any material for
pﬂalica on.

Damuga

and members of church |

orga nisations involved in last

¥enr’s joint

restnctions on the
the organisa

initlaﬁve had a

bei&wﬂy

ualwasmtﬁcted
ok's actions
The

eja vu.

to the omt

ht ou
aturally,

leaders of groups involved in

the conflict. The sinister one was

that somebody did not want peace
in Marltzbm-g at least not for the
time bei
Mercifully, on Friday, the Gov-
ernment lifted the additiunal
restrictions, but the damage had

Once again, the “talks about |
peace talks” have been called off, |
with a vag}le date beins wted
for some
course, the tallu are only the first

aggu%nl;%v;muctgggn Ilikatf:
aj Cosa ve in Maritz-
burg townshi andwb&m

can bri their members into]jne
Buttakswillbetheﬂrstmp,
as soon as

wee with Chief Buthelezi a m
ing that some of his senior i

ters would meet their counter
in Durban for “talks abou

~ Although dela
the move tow:
ck

ed |

, it looked as it
peace was back

on track.

That is, until the state of emer-
gency IV and the entrance once
again of the Minister of Law and
Order. On Monday this week, addi-
tional restriction orders were
served on one of the key players in
the roposed talks, F Natal
president Archie gumede confin-
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Parents set deadline

By SHARON CHETTY

AREMAS of students at the University of
Durban-Westville have set a July 10 dead-
line for the campus to be re-opened.

This was the demand c
meeting of _l%afelu_"anl students at the
Puttandeen Theatre in Chatsworth, Durban,
on Thursday ;

The gathering of about 400 met to discuss
the crisis at the university after academic
activities were suspended two weeks ago

made at a public

students. :
Students boycotted lect¥res in protest

against the suspension of one student and

the expulsion of another from the hostel.

been a part of a “defiance campaign”
: rl:lleswhiel I students

The two hostel students are said to have  fare and

examinations. This disruption led to the
suspension of academic activities,
At the meeting convened by the Chats-

worth Co-ordinating Council for health, wel-
parents’ committee be formed to work with

or the re-opening of university

had to be made to the residence rules.

“We can no longer impose rules on stu-
dents. We must negotiate them together, ob-
::w and bring to book offences jointly,” he

SRC president Kovin Naidoo said students
were opposed to the students’ expulsions |
from the hostel since all students were en-
gaged in the defiance campaign. '

Mr S Rambharos of the Aryan Benevolent
Home Council said lzarents needed to work
closely with each other to have a say in the
workings of the university.

during a stay-away from lectures by

e e




THE sojourn In
by extra-parliamen-
Ps (including
m the NIC, TIC)
ng become a fait
accompli, I should like to
make a few observations,
Coupled with the poi-
gnant and strong recom-

ﬁ‘h,

st glection

Indian Prime Minister by
the South African delega-
tion, and Saira Essa’s satire
in the form of the James
Commission, one cannot

help but exclaim “savas!

sabash! good job! ete.

But the supreme irony of
it all is the coming tricam
elections when so many
non-entities will be elected
to represent the Indians of
this country. Note repre-
sent. Can you conceive of
.anything more ludrierous?
What a farce,

Worthy
What is perhaps the rem-
edy? I firmly believe that
worthy leaders from the
NIC, TIC and other lumi-
naries from a broad spec-
trum of ext ra

parliamentary groupings
must make themselves
available to serve and lead
heir people, — R
SAMY, Newholme.,

[JI WOULD like to set the
records straight with re-
gards to the erroneous
letter sent by “Parent” in
the Extra of May 28,

Bedding

I am a senior teacher at
Richards Bay Secondary
School.

I am not aware of any ac-
commodation offered to ys
at R125 per month,

Richards Bay and pay R200
a month for two rooms
which I share with two of
my school-going children,

I live 25km away froml'

B

. And at no time did the

_ Racial
tutions, lgy

| equitable
| MUND

@ The Sunday Times Ex-
tra welcomes letters
from readers. We prefer
to use the writer's name
but pseudonyms are ac-
ceptable in most cases. A
day telephone number

be given. No letter
will be considered with-
out it,

teachers ask children for

s or bedding: I am quite
aware that nobody forced
me to apply for this post at
Ric s Bay. Why is it that
neither land nor homes are
available in this area?
Surely this is a unique:

situation,
— SENIOR TEACHER,
chards Bay Secondary.

[CJTHE campaign slogan of
Fotential candidates fn the
orthcoming tricam elec.
tions is: “Vote the right
candidate to stamp out
corruption”,

To eradicate corruption
one requires Ipublic inter-
ests to be placed above
self-interest,

Ideology
2gated insti-
eir very na-
ture are self-interest
institutions. They serve the
interests of the ruling class
¥t of pera e ntee
est of participan ci-
Patlon has become highly
ucrative,

Ifa folitical ideology and
its politics are unjust how
can corruption be eradicat-
ed without first changi
the ideology to a just an
one? — A §

, Jacobs,

S
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ONE really has to be living on the campus to ap-
preciate the marked cultural differences between
the African and Asian students.

It is not that one group is better than another,

tain superiority.

‘0

there were efforts to of-
fer two different meals.
But it never worked out
well.

When I went in for din-
ner, I would sometimes sit
with the black girls and
sometimes with the Indian
girls. Two white women
students would usually eat
together but sometimes
with the Indians. The only
problem of sitting with the
blacks is that they would,
understandably, suddenly
shift to Zulu or Xhosa to
make a point.

A Zulu student would
start to tell a joke and then
realise it wasn't funny in
English, so she would fin-
ish it in Zulu. I found it
hard to pick up Zulu dur-
ing such a relatively short
visit.

Naked

One marked cultural dif-
ference in our dormitory
was the attitude towards
nudity. I'm quite used to
showering in the nude with
other women. One often

would see a black girl *

walking down the hall to
the shower with nothing on
or, perhaps, with a towel

wrapped around her waist. -

Not so with most Indian
students. The mother and
sisters might not have seen

her naked since she was.

about nine years old. So In-
dian women could be quite
shy. Sometimes they wore
a slip into the shower or
tried to use the facilitie:
when no one else was
around.

I

Ithough perhaps some in both groups feel a r'-

In our dorm the Zulu and Xhosa women wou
bject to the hot Indian fare. At some times

THU Le spent three months at the University of Durba
Viet Nam at the age of 12 and endured traumatic days an
on the China Sea. She and her family eventually made the

W she worked in the department of Biochemistry.

This week Professor Jairam Reddy, a member of the Combined Staff Association at
her stay at the university during a speech at

UD-W, referred to her written account on
eeting was called to discuss the clo-

a public meeting in Chatsworth, Durban. The m

sure of UD-W.

Prof Reddy said Thu Le h

extracts from her account.

One cannot deny that an
undercurrent of tension
exists between the black
and brown students. It re-
f‘[ects a long standing hos-
tility in their respective
communities.

The so-called Durban ri-
ots of 1949 when the Zulus
went on a rampage against
the Indians, hacking them
with machets and burning
their stores, is still vivid in
the minds of the parents,
as are lesser outbreaks of
recent origin.

On the other hand,
among students one does
not particularly note the

ad “perceptively analysed”
It was first published in Varsity Voice,

division between Hindus
and Muslims.

Tension between Zulus
and Xhosa reflect the
movement of the latter into
Durban seeking employ-
ment, and also the fact that
many Zulus support
Buthelezi’s Inkatha, and
many Xhosa back the more
radical United Democratic
Front.

Cultural

With the opening of the
varsity (to non-Indian stu-
dents) came both good
things and bad things. The

n-Westville last year. She left
d nights in a small open boat
ir way to California. At UD-

the situation at UD-W. Here are
a UD-W publication.

more militant and politi-
cally active black students
brought with them their vi-
sions and beliefs, which
helped to arouse the Indi-
an students into being po-
litically involved and
conscious of the unfairness
and inequalities in the
South African society.

Unfortunately, the stu-
dent’s involvement result-
ed in many unhappy
incidents including boy-
cotts, violent confronta-
tions with the police, and
indefinite detentions of
student leaders.

The majority of students

ot along admirably, but
or a few, university was
literally a major cultural
shock, which they found
hard to overcome.

Racial and political ten-
sions were everywhere: in
the student residences, in
the classrooms, and at
social functions.

Inferior

During my stay, a student
from one political group
was killed by another stu-
dent from a different po-
litical organisation at a
sporting event.

It probably started out as
a drunken brawl, but it
soon picked up political
significance and exploded
into a campus-wide riot.

For many black students,
college is probably the
most trying period of their
lives.

Even for those who man-
aged to pass the nation-
wide college entrance test,
their English is still
broken and their science

JAIRAM REDDY
Addressed meeting

knowledge is way below
average due to the lack of
practical experience and

‘inferior teaching facilities

in high school.

Thrown into a complete-
ly new environment and
being taught in a foreign
language with foreign ac-
cents, it is inevitable that
they struggle. Yet, they are
given no compensating
help.

Therefore, the majority
of the very few who made it
to college ended up flunk-

ing out or repeating sever-
al classes. Their lack of
monetary resourses to
finance their college edu-
cation, the increasing stu-
dent fees, and the constant
student boycotts and riots
only worsen the situation.

What is the cause behind
all this? The answer lies in
the oppressive apartheid
system and its obnoxious
Bantu Education Act. De-
signed to keep education
segregated, the Act set up
separate schools for differ-
ent racial groups.

English

Another problem is that
the schools the Zulu girls
came from are quite inad-
equate compared with the
Indians, and even more s0
when compared with the
white schools. This means
that the standard of Eng-
lish suffers. Vocabulary
was often quite good but
the grammar weak.

Of course, it takes an
American a little while to

sort out the different ways
English is spoken. I under-
stand the words as used by
Africans, but they often
have a special vocabulary
that takes learning. It also
takes some time and care-
ful listegingI to follow Indi-
s and also Afrikaans
/xzents‘
‘My shining memory is of
he co-operative ‘way so
any black and brown stu-
dents worked together, as
friends, to bring about a
non-racial democracy.
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WHILE the KwaZulu Fi-
nance and Investment
Corporation Limited
(KFC) is not the body re-
sponsible for policing
wage-incentive abuses,
our mission is to im-
prove the quality of life
of the people of KwaZulu
and their interests are
obviously our main con-
cern.

The KFC attempts,
wherever possible, to use
its influence, even in
areas where it may not
be directly involved, to
promote the interests of
the people of KwaZulu.
We wish therefore to add
our voice to those who
deplore malpractices of
the type revealed in your
first article under the

general headline ‘Out of | condoned or tolerated, |

Pocket’ (Sunday Tribune,
June 11).

It is to be hoped that
your feature, by drawing
the public’s attention
thereto, will contribute
towards the eradication
of such abuses where
they occur and convince
employers of the neces-
sity of paying a decent,
living wage.

It was, however, sad
to note that the two arti-
cles concentrated almost
exclusively on the nega-
tive aspects of the indus-
trial decentralisation in-
itiative, leaving readers
with the impression that
exploitation and abuses
are general practice and
that there have been no
positive benefits. .

We would not like it i

thought that the exploi-
tation of workers at in-
dustrial estates in Kwa-
Zulu is the general rule
or even a widespread
phenomenon or — for
that matter — that the
situation at these estates
is an exception to the
rest of the country.
Many leading South
. African companies have
. operations or branches
at the industrial estates
| in KwaZulu and approxi-
| mately 48 percent of
companies on these es-
tates are listed on the
JSE, or are connected
with listed companies.
We feel that the article is
an unfair reflection, not

. Some recent

|Would want to know:

R

\
[

N

tive

yulNe  \

puts the
side

20 000 PEOPLE ARE
EMPLOYED AT ISITHEBE

LETTERS

Write to: The Editor, Sunday
Tribune, Box 1491, Durban 4000

["only on these ma;
jor em-
Ployers, but ajso on the

many smaller compani
| t anie.
| with - 5
Sciences,

active socia] con-

Without Suggesting for
one moment that such

| malpractices 48 ma

have occurred are to pe

would like to highlight

develop-
ments and some of the
more positive aspects of
!;he _industria] decentral-
:sat_lon init.iative, which [

elieve yoyr readers

was rightly stated — was

O  South Africa’s pres-

| ent industrial base is to-

tally inadequate for the
purpose of generating
acceptable levels of em-
ployment and the growth
in productivity necessary
to revitalise the coun-
try’s flagging economy.
Decentralisation incen-
tives do provide a stimu-
lus to industry, as well as
much-needed jobs.

O The Isithebe Indus-
trial Estate, which forms
the focus of the second
article and which — as

once considered too re-

mote to be viable, cur-
~rently provides employ-

ment to more than
- 20 000 black people.
O It is not accurate to
describe KwaZulu as a
“legislative backwater”
as regards labour rela-
tions.
O Shortage of ade-
quate housing for black
people is a national
problem, aggravated by
lack of finance and the
slowness of the authori-

ties in making sufficient

land available for devel-

Opment. Shack Settle-

as depicted
€, are a saq
throughoyt

ments, such
In your artje]
reality of Jife
the country,
ation around
i ]arge]y the

. The sity
"lisithebe j

In conclusion, we wish
to €Mphasise oyp con- |/
the reports/

on informa. "

Dr Marj i
Executive Directoru;E gleS

Letter sho .
tar Y FIRON- Ty :




TEN men of peace will
shake hands in Durban
sometime tomorrow.
They will try to look ca-
sual, relaxed and confi-
dent. For the time being
they will forget their ri-
valry and disagreements.

Their warm, friendly
smiles will conceal the
years of uneasy tension,
political slogans, war
chants and bitter recrim-
inations that have cut a
dismal chasm in the
heart of communities
suffering a common bon-
dage.

Foremost in the minds
of the Inkatha and
UDF/Cosatu delegations
will be the senseless
atrocities committed
under the banner of their
organisations in Natal's
townships. Nowadays it
is rare for anyone to
know who initiated an at-
tack — or why. It just
happens.

Like last week’s gun-
ning down of four men in
a Shongweni shebeen.
They were sipping their
drinks when gunmen,
part of a large crowd,
burst in and fired aim-
lessly at patrons. When
the hysterical screams
for mercy had subsided
four men lay dead as
tiny rivulets of blood
mixed with the spilt
liquor on the floor.

“This is an animal’s
place. I curse the day I
came here,” a victim's
relative cried.

Across the cool hills —
at Mpumalanga — the
next day, magistrate HT
Gama hurriedly packed
his family off to safer
pastures. The previous
night a large group of

general Dr

Inkatha secretary-

Oscar
Dhlomo (top) and
Youth Brigade na-
tional chairman
Musa Zondi.

‘people had arrived at his
house threatening him.
Minutes after they left,
he heard shots.

The next day Mr
Gama offered his condo-
lences to the family of
25-year-old neighbour

Norah Mdaweni who was |

killed by an unidentified
gunman. Mr Gama
echoed the sentiments of
the men who have decid-
ed to meet tomorrow

By Quraish Patel _'

when he said: “T've had

|~ enough.”

. So too have the prov-
ince’s entire black com-
munity, the thousands of
refue%ees who flee the
armed groups baying for
blo_od, the des{)efate
pupils who long to fill the

empty classrooms and

helpless mothers who
Watch while their chil-

“dren are swallowed by

the violence.

Leading Inkatha’s del-
egation, which includes
Youth Brigade national

chairman Musa Zondi, is

secretary-general Dr

i (e)scar Dhlomo. Calm,

diplomati¢ and rational.

Facing him are the '

‘UDF’s Murphy Morobe,
.Dr Diliza Mji and Cosa-

tu's Jay Naidoo, Alec |

Irwin and Sipho Ngca-
bashe: calm, diplomatic
and rational.
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-Peacemakers from Inkatha and UDF/Cosatu meet to halt the carnage-

Compromise

With these odds for
peace in their favour the
need to compromise ap-
pears deceptively easy.

As yet no one has the
final solution to ending
the violence. Prominent
researchers investigating
the depth of township
conflicts continue to

UDF/COSATU

The UDF’s Murphy

Morobe (top) and

Cosatu’s Jay Nai-
doo.

Stress the Wide-ranging

| nature of the violence,

| existing outside of
UDF/Inkatha clashes,

Prominent researcher
| Dr Mike Sutcliffe, acting
| head of the department

of town and regional
‘Planning at the Univers;-
ty of Natal, Durban, indj-
cated the pProblems

which face th 2
makers, < oded
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Indian MPs organise 1 500 members in 21 Natal constituencies

EVOLT

S UNOAS

oD:

Pat
Poovalingam

IN DP RANKS

THE Democratic Party faces a rebellion among its Indian members
over the party’s reluctance to put up more candidates for the House of

Bx John MacLennan

Delegates.

This follows the disclo-
sure this week that
extra-parliamentary or-
| ganisations, including the
| United Democratic Front
(UDF), were investigat-
ing the possibility of
drawing the DP into a
national coalition against
the Government.

These organisations
are against participation
in the coloured and In-
dian houses and plan to
persuade the DP to drop
support for its three In-
dian MP’s in the HoD.
| The DP leadership has

not been able to resolve
its position on the issue.
It is stated policy for the
party to engage in talks
with extra-parliamenta-
ry forces. At the same,
time it wants to support
its Indian MPs. It also
has to decide whether it
will put up candidates
against the ruling Labour
Party in the House of
Representatives, with
which it has a working
relationship.

This week it appeared
that the DP’s most se-
nior Indian politician,
Pat Poovalingam, was
set on forcing a show-
down on the issue.

He disclosed that he
had received permission
from the three DP lead-
ers to enrol members and
said 1500 were now or-
ganised in 21 constituen-
cy committees in Natal.

A source said up to 14
candidates would be put
up for election. This was
in direct contrast with
previously stated DP pol-
icy not to support more
candidates in the HoD.

Mr Poovalingam
warned that the UDF
was trying to seduce the
DP with talk of a coali-
tion and that this could
be a clever attempt to
split the party on racial
lines.

He said the so-called
mass democratic move-
ment “clearly wants to
influence the leaders of

the DP to stab us (Indian
MPs) in the back. But
there is no turning back
and we are going ahead. I
am satisfied there will be
more than three DP MP’s
in the HoD after the elec-
tion”.

The issue was discus-
sed by the DP national
board executive on Fri-
day, which declined to
say what decision had
been reached.

DP co-leader Dr Zach
de Beer said discussions
were “not yet complete”.

Nagoor Bissetty re-
ports that while the DP
leadership was busy dis-
cussing the issue, its MPs
in the HoD were going
ahead with plans to con-
test seats in the Septem-
ber poll.

Mahmoud Rajab, the
DP’s MP for Springfield,
said yesterday: “We are
busy screening candi-
dates and hope to an-
nounce nominations
soon.”
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fricnds of Nelson

by Peter Godwin
Johannesburg
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" "De Klerk look

E.W. de Klerk, the leader of South Africa’s
ruling National party, is due 10 meet Mar-
garet Thaicher 1n Loadon this week on 2
European tour which will take him also to
West Germany, Haly and Portugal. At each
stop, Mr de Klerk, who is expected to be-
come president after elections in Sepient-
ber, will mect government leaders con-
scious that they are giving him an etectoral
boost mercly by being seen with him.

The British visit is scen here as by far the
most important in fulfilling the aiems of the
tour, which are to stop South Alfricans
thinking of their country as isolated in the
world, epbance Mr de Klerk's personal
standing and explore strategies for a po-
titical solution of apartheid.

No world leader is viewed with more re-

gard by white South Africans than Mrs ;

Qouth Afriea’s likely new president is see

boost by visiting Britain. Downing Street will want a quid pro
quo for endorsing him, writes John Carlin in Johannesburg.

Thatcher and none has taken a more active
interest in the South African question. But
she expects something in retum for the fa-
vour of this Friday’s talks in London. High
on the agenda witl be Nelson Mandela’s
release; great expectations have been gen-
erated that it will finally happen soon after
Mr de Klerk takes power. Mrs Thatcher is
also expected to seek firm commitments
on the release of other political prisouers,
on lifting the three-ycar-old State of Emer-
gency and on pegotiations with represen-

tative black leaders. She wants o sec, 1o

short, that he means to take significant
strides towards the post-apartheid era.
Fears were being expressed yesterday in
the South African press, however, that Mr
de Klerk's tour might prove in retrospect
{0 be as meaningless as P.W. Botha’s visit
to London and other European capitals in
May 1984. Mr Botha employed the same ur-
gent reformist rhetoric that Mr de Klerk is
using now. Butsince theo tens of thousands
of blacks bave been in and out of detention
and morc than 30 political organisations
have been banned, eloquently demonstrat-

/57 k. Z@/A_c/ar\(

king an electoral

/5’/(;

for a friend in Thatcher

ing the government’s inability to rule with-
out coercion.

Mr de Klerk has a much casier, more
reasonable manger than the stormy Mr Bo-
tha, but for all his recent promises of “dras-
tic change” he has failed to speli out his in-
tentions unambiguously, hampered as he is
by the need to appease voters o the right
and left of his party. As the Sunday Star
said yesterday: “When Mr de Klerk mects
Mrs Thatcher, which Mr de Klerk will
speak? In recent weeks he has behaved like
a schizophrenic. He is the reluctant re-
former as well as the new Nationalist who
wants a totally changed South Africa with a
new constitution. He speaks of ending
white domination but also of own affairs
[government divided along racial lines) and
the importance of racial groups.”
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