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ATT: P R E S I D E N T  OF F I C E  
FR : S O L LY  S I M E L A N E

THE H O N . O L I V E R  TAMBO, I 1 3 A U G  1S88
PR E S I D E N T ,  THE A F R I C A N  N A T I O N A L  C O N G R E S S .

DEAR P R E S I D E N T  T A M B O  :

I R E S P E C T F U L L Y  HOPE YOUR  S C H E D U L E  AND I NT ER EST  W I L L  P E R M I T  
YOU TO C O N S I D E R  T H I S  U R G E N T  AP P EA L AND I NV IT ATI ON . ON OR ABOUT 
D E C EM BE R 10TH OF T H I S  YEAR, WE W I L L  C O N V E N E  IN S E A T T L E  ( W A S H I N G T O N

A N A T I O N A L  F O R U M  ON S OU TH A F R I C A =  PU BL I C  O F F I C I A L S ,  C O R P O R A T E  LABOR 
E X E C U T I V E S  AND C H U R C H  L E A D E R S  F R O M  ALL AC R OS S  THE U N I T E D  ST A TE S  
ARE B E I N G  INVI TE D TO AT TE ND . THE SOLE P U R P O S E  OF TH IS  N A T I O N A L  
F O R U M  IS TO P R O V I D E  AN O P P O R T U N I T Y  FOR THE P R I N C I P A L  R E S P O N S I B L E  
L E A D E R S  OF THE PE OP LE  OF S O U T H  AFR ICA  TO A D D R E S S  THE A M E R I C A N  
PEOPLE R E G A R D I N G  T H I S  N A T I O N’S ROLE AND STAKE IN THE Q U E S T  FOR 
JUS TI CE IN YOU R CO UN TR Y .

WE R E C O G N I Z E  THE MANY, E X T R A O R D I N A R Y  D E M A N D S  ON YOUR TIME 
BUT F E R V E N T L Y  HOPE T H A T  YOU M I G H T  P E R S O N A L L Y  C O N S I D E R  THIS 
O C C A S I O N  TO BE OF S U F F I C I E N T  IM PO RT ANC E TO W A R R A N T  YOUR  M A K I N G  
THE J O U R N E Y  TO S EA TT LE  TO A D D R E S S  THI S AS SE MB LY.  YOU W I L L  WANT  
TO KN OW  T H A T  AFTER C A R E F U L  D E L I B E R A T I O N ,  I N V I T A T I O N S  ARE B E I N G  
E X T E N D E D  TO ONL Y FOUR P R I N C I P A L  L E A D E R S  F R O M  YOUR  C O U N T R Y =  THE 
OTHER T H R E E  ARE ARCH IB J SHOP TUTU, THE R E V E R E N D  B E Y E R S  NAUDE, AND 
MRS. H E L E N  SU S MAN . A L T H O U G H  T H ER E  IS S U B S T A N T I A L  AND W I D E S P R E A D  
D I S A G R E E M E N T  WI T H THE P O S I T I O N  M R S . S U S M A N  HAS T A KE N WI TH  R E S P E C T  
TO S A N C T I O N S  A G A I N S T  S OU TH  AFRICA, WE D E E M E D  IT IMP OR T AN T TO HAVE 
A VO IC E OF O P P O S I T I O N  F R O M  W I T H I N  THE SO UTH  A F R I C A N  G O V E R M E N T  TO 
ITS A B H O R R E N T  P O L I C I E S  A M A T T E R  W H I C H  WE HOPE YOU W I L L  U N D E R S T A N D  
AND TO W H I C H  YOU W I L L  BE S O M E W H A T
S Y M P A T H E T I C .  BU T OUR M A JO R C O N C E R N  AND HOPE IS T H A T  YOU, AS LE ADE R 
OF THE M A J O R  O R G A N I Z A T I O N A L  VO ICE  OF BL ACK SO UT H AFRICA, W O U L D  
FIN D T H I S  O C C A S I O N  TO BE ONE W O R T H Y  OF YOUR P E R S O N A L  P A R T I C I P A T I O N .

WE WILL, OF CO UR SE , BE R E S P O N S I B L E  FOR YOUR AIR FARE AND E X P E N S E S  
AND ARE ABLE TO O FF ER  YOU, IN AD DIT IO N,  AN A P P R O P R I A T E  H O N O R A R I U M .  
TH ERE ARE D I R E C T  F L I G H T S  F R O M  L O N D O N  TO SE A T T L E  WHI CH , IF YOUR 
SC H ED UL E DO E S NOT CAL L FOR YOUR B E I N G  IN THE U N I T E D  ST A T E S  AT THE 

TIME, W O U L D  F A C I L I T A T E  YO U R T R A V E L  TO OUR CITY.

I CLOSE, P R E S I D E N T  TAMBO, W I T H  THE P E R S O N A L  HOPE ON B E H A L F  OF MY 
MANY C O L L E A G U E S  W H O ARE E N G A G E D  IN THE P L A N N I N G  FOR THIS  FORUM,
TH A T YOU CAN  F I N D  IT P O S S I B L E  TO BE WI T H US. TH ERE  ARE MANY,
MANY A M E R I C A N S  LIKE O U R S E L V E S  WH O V I G O R O U S L Y  D I S S E N T  F R O M  THE 
N A T I O N A L  P O L I C I E S  OF OUR OWN G O V E R M E N T  WI TH  R E S P E C T  TO SOUTH 
AFR IC A AND W H O ARE A N X I O U S  TO E X P R E S S  OUR S O L I D A R I T Y  WI TH  THE 
STR U GG LE  FOR J U S T I C E  IN YOUR  N A T I O N A  . WE HOPE TH AT  YOU M I G H T  GIVE 
US THE O P P O R T U N I T Y  TO E X P R E S S  T H A T  S U P P O R T  AND TO TAKE THE O P P O R ­

TU N I T Y  TO E X P R E S S  T H A T  S U P P O R T  AND TO TAKE THE O P P O R T U N I T Y  FOR A 
MAJOR A D D R E S S  TO THE A M E R I C A N  NA T I O N  AND ITS PEOP LE.

R E S P E C T F U L L Y ,

H U B E R T  G . LOCKE,

DEAN.

U N I V E R S I T Y  OF W A S H I N G T O N .

S E A T T L E  , W A S H I N G T O N  93195.
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