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‘Buthelezi’s D-G hits
back in ‘lies’ row

By Selby Makgotho

HOME Affairs director-
general Mr Billy
Masetlha has accused |
Home Affairs Minister | &
Mangosuthu Buthelezi of
“not telling the truth”.

Masetlha denied that |
he had failed to consult §
Buthelezi on key issues.

He also said he was
surprised to learn from
media reports that he had
failed to

asylum-seekers.

The tiff between the
two erupted after the Cape High Court
granted an interim order against. the
department, giving relief to the foreign
spouses of South African citizens and
permanent  residents applying for
permanent residence.

The spouses gained the right to
apply for a work permit, which had to
be attended to within 30 days while
their applications for permanent resi-
dence were being processed.

The tension between the two was in
the spotlight when opposition MPs
asked if the department had been taken
to court for not allowing the spouses of
South African citizens and of perma-

' consult Home Affairs Minister
Buthelezi on the issue of Mangosuthu Buthelezi

nent residents to work
while their residence
applications were
being processed.

Buthelezi later
accused Masetlha of

% misleading the depart-
ment on the matter.

“The minister is
really not telling the
truth when he says I
failed to inform him
of this decision,”
Masetlha said.

It is understood that
Masetlha had been
warned that lawsuits
would follow if the

department persisted in making life

difficult for foreign spouses.

The warnings allegedly came
from Buthelezi, from the depart-
ment's deputy chief director and its
chief director for legal services and
also from other bodies such - as
Lawyers for Human Rights and the
United Nations High Commissioner
for'Refugees:

Masetlha disputed that he had
ignored the warnings. -

Buthelezi’s head of communica-
tions Mr Leslie Mashokwe commented
that this was a serious matter currently
receiving Buthelezi’s attention.
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- OUR READ

Y REFER to the editorial “Unsoemly” ‘(Witnes
_ I October 10). This follows the repart of the previ-';t
ous day, “IFP fails ta turn up for Millin hoaring™: 5

The IFP’ chief whip, Inkosi Gumede, w ern_inters):
viewed by the Witness’s political reporter and pr SSedyN,
for the reasons far the charges against Mrs Millin, s §
quoted as saying, “she did not respect the partycau- ) - . -
cug by walking out when a meeting was still, proce&s-j
Ing.” If this was sufficient reason for suspentling a::

rember of caucus, then

should be suspended as members frequently walk!
and out of meetings, often not returning. il i
The Natal Witness of September 27, coverlng®
events of the previous dey in the KZN legislature,
reparted “provincial dispute ends in IFP walkout” Jnd *
regard to a motion by all other E
RZN’s parliamentary secretary and deputy secretat’y:
However, in this case the walkout by the IFP tack
flace after a division had been called, which, accords:
ng to universally-accepted parliamentary procedurs/i
results in thé lacking of parliamentary doory’ while:
votes are counted. In this case, while counting Wt
" Progress, the IFP speaker, presumably under':prds:
sure fram certain IFP members, ordered staff t¢ open
the doors, whereby the IFP walkout endtied, mlniis’
the two oblivious ordinary IFP whips who were coint-
ing votes and seemingly unaware of their colleagtidy’.

inpulsive action.

" Such unseemly behaviour not only vidldtes, the
sanctity and rules of Parliament, bringing the entire
legislature into disrepute, but also mmu'g:ls;a 3
devastating clarity the nplgauing double -

which currently abound in
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KRISJAN LEMMER

Mixed dressing

e confusion this week in Parlia-

ment’s portfolio committee on
home affairs over the status of the
Immigration Bill and the contract of
the Director General of Home |
Affairs, Billy Masetlha, was
compounded by various comments
during its proceedings by the
committee’s chairperson, Aubrey
Mokoena. ]

“You are potallowed to shootlike a
thunderbolt” he told members. “You
car’t throw everything into a pot. We
don’t want a pot-pourri of aBill ora
salad of a Bill. We must move along
properly in tandem ... Let us forget
about time frames. Let us not
compromise a good Bill with time
frames.” g

‘Whex various members tried to
speak at the same time, Mokoena
intoned: “One fool at a time.” Later,
he said: “You don't want a jumble of
interventions.” ,

Lemmer understands that there is
no truth in the rumour thatthe
committee’s proceedings have been

nominated as the South African
alternative to the British TV pro-
gramme, Yes, Prime Minister.

But the Democratic Alliance has
unsportingly complained to Madam
Speaker, Frene Ginwala, about
Mokoena’s performance and has
made “an urgent call” for an investi-
gation into his “management and
leadership” g
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JOHN
CONYNGHAM

BOUT 10 years ago, at a
Adinner party in Pietermar-

itzburg, I heard a disturb-
ing story about Laurens van der
Post. The narrator was a
KwaZulu-Natal artist who had got
to know the writer during one of
his visits to the province. Van der
Post had taken an interest in his
paintings and some time later the
artist had sent him a selection of
his most recent work to look at.
For a time the artist heard noth-
ing but was then dumbfounded to
discover one of his paintings on
the cover of a new book by Van
der Post. When he expressed his
disappointment that neither had
he been asked for permission,
nor had he been acknowledged,
the author dismissed his
concerns and ended their friend-
ship.

At the time the story seemed
shocking because Sir Laurens
was widely considered to be one
of the great figures of the 20th
century: a war hero, writer,
explorer, mystic, environmental-
ist, Jungian, behind-the-scenes
diplomat, and friend and confi-
dant of the great. Only now, as
J.D.F. Jones’s meticulously
researched biography* points
out, do we realise how much the
myth differed from the man, and
that throughout his life Van der
Post was at worst a compu!sive
liar and at best a fantasist with a
confused appreciation of fact and
fiction.

One of very many examples of
this alarming disregard for the
truth emerged in the eighties
when journalist Jean-Marc Pot-
tiez conducted a series of inter-
views with the sage. The result of
this probe into his thoughts and
feelings was a book called A Walk
with a White Bushman. As its
title suggests, it delved deep into
Van der Post’s relationship with

Africa and its peoples.” - !" bk

“My own story began with the
Bushman stories. I had a nurse,
Klara, who was a Bushman
woman, a Stone Age person. Hers
was the first human face I can

remember ... the most wonderful -

apricot skin ... She had a beauti-
ful face with those very ancient

eyes of the Bushman. I looked

into her eyes and it was as if I
looked at the first dawn of the
first day. It is one of the dearest
faces. Even as I talk about it I am
_filled with the most incredibl
emotion.” :

However, Klara the Bushman
maid never existed. In an attempt
at an explanation, Van der Post’s
last surviving sister suggested
that the family may at one point
have had a Griqua woman as a
servant. After all, she added, the
older sisters always nursed their

younger siblings. Neither were
there two male Bushmen em-
ployed on his grandfather’s farm,
as Van der Post had also claimed.

These inventions about Bush-
men only began to appear when
the writer and amateur anthro-

‘pologist was in hig fifties and hj
books about the Kalahari and liI::
people were fashionab]e. And, in
his various fabrications, Klara
€ nursemaid changed in name
and racial grouping from book to
book, if she featured at all. -
Just as Klara was an invention
S0 were his family’s aristocratic
origins. His father was neither a
utch aristocrat nor was his
mother of Huguenot stock. Ironi-
cally, although Van der Post
never knew it, his lineage can
apparently be traced far back to a
Hottentot chief’s daughter whose
mother may possibly have been a
Bushman. ™
Another fabrication was his
military rank of lieutenant-
colonel during his time as a pris-
oner-of-war in the Far East. He

. Was, in fact, never more than an

acting captaiq. Also, he later
referred to himself as having

gecten “Military Governor of
atavia” which jg

untrue, patently

Another falsification was hié

claim to having reported directly
to Lord Louis Mountbatten. While
he did meet the Supreme Com-
mander of South Asia on a few
occasions, there was nothing
remarkable about their associa-
tion. However, later entries in
Who’s Who, which are always
submitted by the individuals
themselves, tell another story. As
long as Mountbatten was alive,
Van der Post correctly described
himself as merely having been
attached to the British Mission in
Batavia until 1947. But in 1981,
not long after the possibility of
contradiction had been ended by
Mountbatten’s assassination by
the IRA, he changed his entry
and gave himself the grand title
of “Lord Mountbatten’s Military-
Political Officer”. ;

The list of his self-aggrandis-
ing lies seems endless: despite
his claims, he didn’t go out on
whaling ships from Durban har-
bour, he didn’t captain the
Springbok hockey team, he didn’t
meet D.H. Lawrence, he was not

a co-founder of the Capricorn
Society, he didn’t play a pivotal
role in resolving the Rhodesian
crisis ...

If lying was bad, even more
reprehensible was -his seduction
of a 14-year-old girl who had
been entrusted to his care on a
journey by ship from South
Africa to England and his refusal
ever to acknowledge his paternity
of the child born of the liaison.

But such caddish behaviour on
his part was not unusual either.
South African novelist Nadine
Gordimer tells another, similar,
story. Around 1930, when Van der
Post was a junior reporter on the
Cape Times, a young Johannes-
burg couple decided to combine
their honeymoon at the Cape with
an important court case for the
husband. At the opening session
the wife noticed a good-looking
reporter and they exchanged a
few words. Later, when she
returned to her hotel room for a
rest, she heard a knock on the
door and opened it to find Van

der Post. Without explanation, he
flung off his clothes and they
embarked on a wild and passion-
ate two-week affair.

They planned to run away to
Europe together but she had first
to return to Johannesburg. There,
to her horror, she realised that
she was pregnant with what she
knew was his child. She tele-
phoned and told him the news,
assuming that because they were
in love they would weather the
scandal together. But when she
phoned his newspaper, she was
told that he had left the country.
She later had an abortion and
would never have a child of her
own. .

As a serial philanderer, he was
little better to his first wife, and
to his second, who selflessly
devoted herself to him for the
rest of his life. Neither was he
much of a father to his two chil-
dren, something that came to
haunt him in old age, although he
belatedly developed close links
with his daughter. .



But while there is nothing par-
ticularly exceptional about such

dishonourable behaviour,
whether maritally or extramari-
tally, or the art of embellishing or
omitting details in life histories,
as many autobiographies do,
there still remains something
remarkable about the extent to
which this gifted man felt the
need to fabricate his life.

Speaking in a radio interview
last week, biographer Jones cau-
tioned that not a single word that
Van der Post spoke or wrote
should necessarily be believed.
The biographer also concluded
that in the course of his research
he began to realise that his sub-
ject's nature was classicly that of
a conman who gets away with one
deception and in so doing is
emboldened to do it again, and
again, until such a ploy becomes
almost second nature.

As Jones explains, from an
early age Van der Post moved
easily between literal truth and
what he saw as imaginative truth.
Yet whenever he manipulated
reality it was always to promote
himself or position himself at the
centre of whatever was happen-
ing. This occurred throughout his
life, from his youthful ays as a
reporter, through his war experi-
ences in Ethiopia or as a prisoner
in a Japanese camp, during his
years in post-war London, or in
the Kalahari, and, later, as a guru
and elder statesman. But what-
ever the circumstances, one thing
was always certain: Van der Post
would make himself the hero of
his tale.

Nevertheless, for all his fail-
ings, Laurens van der Post was
undoubtedly an exceptional indi-
vidual. His charm was legendary,
as his numerous friends and
acquaintances can attest —
among them Mangosuthu Buthe-
lezi, Margaret Thatcher and
Prince Charles, whose surrogate
father he became. He was also,
says his biograrher, a storyteller
of genius. Equally brilliant in lec-
‘ture halls and small “fireside”
gatherings, he never failed to en-
chant his audience. Also, part of

his appeal, to,the,British Jpartioy-;

larly, was his exoticism: despite
his monocle and Savile Row suits
he was always a romantic figure
rooted in the South African hin-
terland and the Kalahari.

Understandably. he never
wanted a biography written about
himself, owever, after
approaches by Several biogra-

versiqn_s by giving their bles

to British “writer and joum:}ilg
J.D.E Jones who has had g long ~
connection with Soutl Africa,
Rec‘enUy,. Van der Post’s daughter
Luc_lq said that ‘she regrets the
decision, feeling that Jones has
been uncharitable, From her per-
Spective that may seem true but
for the rest of us the truth pro-
vides a riveting read and yet
another salutary warning -of how
even the highest of the mighty
Can so easily have feet of clay.

Storyteller: The Many Lives of

Laurens van der Post” by J.D.F

Jones — published by Jo, -
ray, London (R195). At
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Masetlha says tiffto |
blame for poor service

Simphiwe Xako .
Parfiamentary Reporter

CAPE TOWN = Home affairs di-
rector-general Billy Masetlha yes-
terday blamed the ongoing
squabble betweaen the Afr)can Na-
tional Congress (ANC) and In-
katha Freedom Party for the
deterloration In the dapartment’s
service delivery, -;{ln the differ-
OF1C

ences were ldeo} and aflect-
ed SA's democratic governance.

Masetlha, who has over the
past six weeks been embroiled in
a political war of words with his
Ri ncipal, Home Aflairg Minister

angosuthu Buthelezl, stuck to
hie guns. lnsmln&hat he had, in
fact, signed both the employment
and performance contraets.

He signed a five-year employ-
ment eontract — with the depart-
ment of publie service and admin-
istration — upan his employment
in June 1996.

Cabinet later approached him
on June 20 this year with an offer
of a 12-month extencion 2o his
contract, which he accepted.

on this, eabinet gave
him another tenure with the
proviso that Buthelezi and Pres-
jdent Thabo Mbeki discuss
circumstances surrounding the
new contract, G

According to Masetiha, uthé- 1+

prablem arose when Buthelezi
approached him with another
contract, apparently drafted by
his special advisor, Mario Am-
brosini. Alter reading the condi-
tions contalned in Buthelezi's
contract, Masetlha refused to
gign it on the grounds that ha had
already signed *a legitimate one”
with sgovemment.

“Since | had already signed a
contract with the department of
Fublic gervice and administra-

lon, | wag very surprised when I
WA ag'pmached by the minister
(Buthelez]). This contract had
preconditions to my employment
that] eould not accept,”

Mazetlha, a former ANC intel.
tiFence oﬁnratlw, dismisses
claims that he had been deployed
to Buthelexzi's department to gpy
on the minister. “There Is an aura
surrounding me and portrayin
me as this dangerous spy and
dont know where it comes from
... | am in government to make
gure that home affajrs is 3 suc-
cezs and that we deliver services
to aur people.”

He lamented the fact that the

olitical squabbles between the

C and [FP have led to democ-
racy and sarvice delivery taking a
back seat, Among services affect-

control system and the collapse
in the regulation of forelgners<n-
lerl:F ind Jeaving the coun
let alopie the department’s daily

tration and “demor- .

surround me), but
ideological .r.nm"cﬁ.(ue?-m
ANC and IFP. There js a lot of
gerence and ) don't know
2 don't practice what we
preach — democracy and
ddellvery.”

Buthelezi could not be
reachet for comment.
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